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that 1 was made foi hniht}, lioticvoi^ acithor you uoi Kvli aro 
without ot ynm owD| auil (tcihipa you j»^ b( uUL to uduco 
dbOT to <jVm (huicc 

** As tu liu home diUm I bite \ciy litUc to ^^ htic, —m llii^ IcHei 
Ic^Hhdi ol couiM iim up 4Uid mc you bctoic >ou Utij and shall uro 
bably stav «i u( cL m touit 1 huoa 1 outbid uot to do &i it uill be 
a uuk oJ 1 lhiu», 011(1 yU uoi a auk ol hAppiuisH Id ^oouci lut(c 
ou h(/ut with Miu 111 the oouidi^ thui a uhole ti\f ut Lcuuluu And 1 
uJu us h(I m louu tbit 1 vt too oiuih to do to nlluu ol niy dom^^ uiy 
It iluitt shcc) iJUmss I could riiju) but it is akviiisU 
idl(ui<(% m ubu b ouc is duuo luie und ihoi^ cx|H(Uiu? «iOhic difi 
Citioii>\hul imt only UiUi rnmes but ubuli ueVd cuu biious to 
coiui i will, uuJiuo i\v<ik»i (ho list sc^ui d 

ol tliu muiilh, uid shdl ttusi to yon lo rwCUUijHrUse mt liy ns much of 
yomselt us soui towu doiu|;s will (Kimd 

'And 11 >w uKuiiUH to those borne ofluus If 1 suy uollm^ now I 
nlitu \m Mill uuddslmduhv 1 rclimu leu luvi cuiiuiu^ly |ust 
kit mo to uuhlv, Urm whd \ >ii aiy, tHit ail luj lu^mmids huvi Ihiu 
ol uo a\ id, but you do uot uisuei them, oi i\tn Ull me Uut \o\i 
have duuiid i shiU Ibiidoii mijily uotbui^, and slid trust to my 
Misojud cloqucQoo loi ^^ueccsb Oi i^ci not trust,^uot tiust, but 
Lope 

* Tbogaiibn is going ou lery Will me laibei short of waici, 
uid tlicalure not quite is bii ht as 1 bad hojicil, but ue hm pn 
uaimg Hitli uutiiLUg iiidustiT ior luiuro bti^bincsi )ouj emimrmds 
last biiu oluscd in all tbiUn^ aud Aioiiison always aiiys, * Jin 
inisliess djiiut mi ui 1liii/*oi Ik unstn s dd lutunJ thiif ^ Ooo 
bhsi till miHtuss is what 1 now «(V, .lud send ini hurm, (o hii 
owubuim, to kr flowiis, md het lium and hi house, nod ki 
busbmid, ^ soon la may Ik, with uo moieol Uiosc delays wkcli lu 
Ip Wt 40 |^souS| aud ubiUi seem to me to be so uuueecaaary ibat 

* '^louis e\ti and always, 

S. 0 " 


Gominntds,” Alur said to inisiir, ns sk sil with the 
V^bifr aolKaiy iHLaklui Ubii *'Ii( askd me husv 1 hkitl Ik 
course I was obh^d lo siv 1 was obliged to s < m (> 
idn t uuc Such wexc her brel tboiigbU ns bbi pur 
lo lU uisolopc, altit reading it tbe SKund tinre 
which ibe chd quiokly, uot pousuig a momeut (esl 
ncU ot leariBg to aii what uiigbt Kit 
hat nMs WBieh her aunt hCl anifs 

BBt 
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referen06 to some possible future &eensatioii 9 | wldcJi might pcrlia)tfl be 
brouebt agniust her under ocriaiu clrcumsUuicei whlcli^bc u'as coa« 
tempmtiug. 





spoke of their cngagt'mcnl as though it were u betrothal» ns bctrotijals 
used to be of yore; ns though they were a]n*ndy iu some sort married. 
Such bctnithols were not mndc noW'tr*clays. still remained, both 

to him aud to her, a certaiu liberiv of ciiricaLiitg themselves from this 
engagement. Should he conic teller aud say that he found that their 
utcmplaled marriage would «not r.iake him happy, would not she re* 
ke Imu without a word of reproach ? Would not she regard him as 
much more hooourable in doing so iliauiu adliering to a niurringc which 
was distasteful to hiniP And if she would ho judiro him,—judgit him 
and cerlaiiilY aeriuit him, was itnotiyasonuldcthnt miu under similar oir* 
cumstanccs should expect a similar acciuillal? Then she declared to 
herself that she carried on this arguiiiciU willi'm lu'r own breast simply 
as :ui argument, iuduecd to do so by that a.'^srrtion on his part that li^ 
was idrcady her liusbmid,—that his bemso wa^ even now her home, 
bhe liud no iuteulionof using that \)uvrvr which trns still hers. She bad 
no wisli to go back from her plcd^d word. Mia thought llmt she had 
no such wisli. She loved him inuch^ and adiuir%<( him even more than 
aim loved him. lie wjis noble, guucrous, clever good,—so good as to 
bo almost perfect uay, for aught slie kucw lie w-M iicrfect. Would that 
he hud some fiuUls! Would that he had! Wuuia that he had I How 
(ouhi she, full of faults aa she kucw herself (c be,—liow could she 
hope to make bappy a niau |>crfect au lie waa! 6 iit then there would 
be m doubt as to her present duty. She loved him, and that w‘as every- ' 
thing. Having told him that she loved him, and having on llmt score 
accepted his love, nolliing but n ebunge in ber hvart towards bim coaid 
just by her iu seeking to break the ^nd which bound tlicm together, 
ohe did love him. and slie loved him only. 

But she liud once loved her cousin. \cs, tialy it was so. In her 
thougiita she did not now deny it.. She liad loved him, and was tor- 
nicutcd by a feeling that she had had a more full delight in tliat 
fhou iu tliis other tliot had sprung up suWi^aently. She bad kfld 
herself that this had come of her jomliilmi love ol twenty was 
sweeter thun*it 00uld be aftcni'ards. There hud bccii asometbuig of 
mpturo in that curlier dream which could never be repeated,—which 
could never live, indeed, except in a dream. Now, now that she was 
older and pm Imps wiser, love meant a partnership, in whiclk cadi 
partner would bo honest lo the other, in which each would wish aud 
strive for thb other’s welfare, so that thus their joint Welfare might 
be insured. Then, in those early gtrlisb days, it bad meant a total 
abnegation of self. The ouc was of earth, and therefore possible. 
The otlier hnd bceu a ray from lleaven,—and impossible, cicep^Tl a 
dream. 

And she had )>ccu mistaken in tier first love. She admitted (hat 
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frankly. He wIiodi abe bad worsb]|>pcd liad bccu au idol of clay, and 
abc kucw tbat it was well for ber to liavc abundoiied ilmt id(»lutry. lie 
Jifld uot 011^ been uutruo to ber, butj worse ibuu tbat, liod been fulso iu 
excusing bis uutratk lie bad uot ouly promised talselv, but bad made 
^auch promises with a doliberalc, premeditated falseboou. And he bnd 
bocu scliisb, coldly acltisb, weiglutig tbo iraluc of bis own low lusts 
agaiiist that of her holy lore. Sbo bod known this, and luid purtcul 
from him wUb an oath to herself ibat no proinis 4 'd cojitritioa on liis 
part should ever bring them again togcllier. But blio bail pardoned 
him us a rnau, thou'di never ns a lover, and bad bade biin welcoim^ ugoiii 
as a eousiu uud as li('r friend's brother. She bud Again bccoino very 
anxious as to bis career, uot iiiding Imr regard, but professing tbut 
anxiety aloud. Bbc knew bini to be clever, ambitious, b<ild|—and. 
sliu believed even yet, in umte of her owti experience, tlmt be 
might uot be bad at heart. Now, os she told borsclf tlint in truth 
she loved the nuio to ubom ber troth wits plighted, I fear that she 
almost thought more of that other mau from whom she hud tom imr* 
self asunder. 

** Why should lie Aud himself uuliapp; in Loudon 'f she suid, as 
ihu went back to the letter. Why sboiud he jnetend lo coudenm the 
very jilace which most incu find the fittest lor uU their energies? 
Were 1 a moil, uo earthly consideration should induce me to live cbo* 
wlicrc. It is odd how we dilTcr iu all things. However briliiaut 
might be his own Ught, be would be contented to bldo it under a 
bushel 1 

And at last she recurred to ibai matter as to which she had been so 
anxious, when she lirsl oiieued tier loyor's letter. It will be roaemben^i 
how assured she hud expressed hcrbclf thul Mr. Gi*cy would not coride- 
socud to object to her travelling with her eousiu. Ue bad not so cou- 
dcsccudsd. lie bud written on the mutter with a pleasant joke, like u 
ffcotteinan os be wus, disdaining to allude to the past passages in the 
lite of her whom be loved, abtaiuing even from expressing anything 
that might be token us a pcrmissiou on his part. There had bccu in 
Alice’s words os she told him of their proposed plan, a sonicthii^ that 
had betravod a tremor iu her thoughts, bbc baa studiously striven so 
to frame her phrases that ber tido might bo told us any other simple 
atatement,—us though there liad been no trembling In her mind i\b 
she wrote. But she had failed, and she knew that she had fulled. 
8 hc had Med; and he bad read all hor effort and all her failure. 
She was quite conscious of this; she felt it thoroughly; and she 
knew tbat he was noble and a goatlcman to tbc lust drop of bis 
blooA And vet—yet—yet there was almost a feeling of disappoint- 
menf in tbat ne hu not written such a letter as Lady Maclcoa bud 
anticipated.* 

During tlm next week Lady Maclcod still came almost dsuly to 
Queen Anne Street, but nothing furtlier was said between lior and 
Mbs Vam^ as to the Swiss tour; nor were any questions ask^ 
about Mr. Grey's opinion on the subject. The old lady uf course dis* 
covered tbat there was uo quarrel, or, as a^ beUevod, any probability 
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of a qtiarrcl; and wllh that slic was oldigcci to bo contented. Xor did 
hIic ngaiii on IhiK occasion attempt to take Alice to Xiody Midlolbian^s. 
Itulccd, their usual subjects of conversalbrn were almost ubaudoned^ 
atid Lady Mucicud 5 visits, thoii^li iliej were os conataut os heretofore, 
wore uol so loug. S>ie did iit»t dare to talk about ^Ir. Grey, uid 
because aim did uut so dare, was detcrniliicd n^anl licrsclf as ia cf 
(ti'gioc ilUuHCil. ^ she was silent, reserved, and fretful. At length 
came the la.st day of her lioadou sousoq, and her lust visit to her niece. 

1 Wfmld come iKicmuic 11*8 my last day,’* said Lady Maclcod •, *' but 
really Tin so hurried, and liare so inauy iliiugs to do, that 1 hardly 
know liow to maiiu^ it.’^ 

'Ml*8 very kuuV'said iUicc, giving her aunt on aOcctiouatc squeeze 
of tlie liuui£ * 

Tin keeping the Cfib, so I can just stay twenty*fivc minutes. I've 
marked the time accumtely, but L know the man will swear it’s over 
ihe Imir-hour.” 

Yoiril Intvc uo iiioro trouble about cabs, aunt, wbeu you arc back 
iu Olu Itinituun.*’ 

'*Tlio liics mv worse, my dear. I really think they *10 worse. I pay 
the bill every mouth, but ibey'vc oluuys one down that 1 didn’t lutvc« 
It s the regular lumdict^ for I've had ihotu fruin all the men in the 
jdace.” 

** it’s Imrd cnougl) U) (juJ honest men auy where, I suppose.” 

'^Or honest uoinon dlher. IVhot do you think of Mrs. Green 
wautiug to charge me for mi e^rn week, because she says I didu*t give 
her nutiee till Tuesday nmniingF I won t pay her, and she may stop 
^my things if she dares. Howuvct, it’s the last lime. I shall never 
bcome n)i to lioiutou again, niy dear.” 

“ 1 Ml, aunt, don’t say that! ” 

Itui 1 do say it, iny dear. Wlmi should nu old womnn like me do, 
trailing up to town every year, mendy because it s wliat people choose 
to ci\[{ the season V ” 

'*To M?n }our friends, of courrte. Age doesn’t matter when a 
fungous hoaltli is sfi ciwd as vours.” 

“If ym knew wnat 1 suffer f*x)m JuTnhag«i,—th<mgli I must say 
Coinhig to Loiuhni always docs cure that for the time. But as for 

friends-! VYidl, 1 sup]^K>so one lius no riglit to complain when one 

to be as old as I am ; out I deebn; I bchevc that those 1 love best 
would sooner be uiiliuut me than with me.” 
l)o you menu me, aunt ? ’* 

“No, my dour, I dou’t mean tou. Of conrac my life woiJd have 
been very dJfercrit if you could have consented to remain with 
me till you were married. But I dkln’t meau you. I don’t know 
that 1 mcaut anyone. You shouldn't mind wliut au old proman like 
mo says.” 

** You’re a little mckncholy because you’re ^ing away.” 

“No, indeccL I don't know whv I stayed Uie lust week. I did sav 
to Lady Midlothian timt 1 tliou(^it 1 should go ou the S0th| anc^ 
thobgii I know that she knew that I really didn’t go, tdie has not once 
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tout to mo Buicc. To he sure ilic;*vc becui mi evorj niplit; liut I 
tboiigbt she might Imve asked me to come mid lunch. It’i» so verj 
lonely dining ^7 myself in lodgi!)gs in liuudon/' 

^*Aiid yet you never will como and dine uitli me/' 

^'Ko, my dear; no. But we wont talk about ilmt IVc just one 
word more to say. Let nio see. IVo just six minutes to aUiy. Tvo 
made u[> lu; miud limt I'll never cuiuc uii to toM u agiilii^—cxcciil fur 
one lliihg.** 

“Ahd wliat's that, nuutP" Alice, as she asked the qncalioji, well 
knew M'hat ilia! one thurg was. 

I'll come for vout marriage, my dear. 1 do hope you w ill not keep 
me long u ail ing/^ » 

Ail! 1 csui't make any promise. There's no knowing when that 
may be." 

And w1iy should (hero be no knowing P I always Uiiuk llml when 
n girl is once engaged the sooner she's marrird the heUer. Tliero may 
De. reasons for delay on Hie gr.nlteniuu'$ part." 

'*There very olleii are, um kimw." 

"But, Alice, you dual uicoii to say that Mr. Grey is putting 
it oil' P" 

Alice was silent for a moment, during which Lmly ifaclml's face 
tissuined a Io<tk of almost tragic horror. Was thero somelhing wrong 
on Mr. Urey's side of wliieu she was alOigiHier unaware P Alice, 
thuugli for n second or two she had been guilly of h slight playful 
(h*ceil, was loo honest to allow ihc impreaMon to nminiu. "Mo, aunt," 
she said*; " Mr. Grey is not putting it off. It li:is been left to me to 
lix I he lime." 

•' And w iiy don't you fix it ?” 

• " It i$i hudi a venous thing! Alter all it is not more than four months 
yet since 1—i accepted him. 1 don't know that lliero lias been any 
delay." 

'"But you mlgnl fix the time nnw% if he wiahes it." 

"Well, perhaps 1 ^ha1I,—some dny, aunt. Tm going to lliink about 
it, and you muMn't drive me." 

"But you sbould have some one to adtiM: yon, Alice." 

"Ah! that's Hist it. Beoplc always do ^ocm to think it so terrible 
that a givl should linvc her own win* lu anything. She mustn'l like any 
one at first; and ihm, when she Jcies like soino one, she must jnurry 
him directly she's IndrlRU. 1 liavcu't mneli of tuy own way ut present; 
iiut Tou see, when I'm married 1 shan't havc^ it at alt. k'ou can't 
vender that I shouldn't be in a burn " 

1 qpi not advocating anything like hurr^, my dear. But, gomliiess 
gracious me ! I've been here tvciity<<*iglit minutes, and that horrid imin 
will impose upon me. Gootl-bye; bless you! iliud yon wriu:." 
And Lady Macicnd hurried oot of (he room more intent ut the prcNcnl 
moment ujion saving her sixpence than she was ou any other matter 
whatsoever. 

Axid thfn John Grey came, up to towit, arriving a Jar or two albw 
the tune that he had uxoi. It b not, perhaps, improba^ that Alice 
8—8 
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liad used some diplomutic skill iu preTcntiug a meeting l>etwseu Lady 
Mucleod and lier iover. They both were very anxious to obtuin the 
suinc object, aud Alice wos to some extent opposed to tliciiMews. IJad 
Lady Muclrod uiui John Gny put their forces iogctlicr she iniglit liave 
found licracit* uuublc to resist their joint endeavours. She was j csotvod 
tlmt slie would uot ul any rate name any day for her marriage l)cf()rc 
her return from Switzerland; und she may therefore have thought it 
V isc tu keep Mr. Grey iu the country till after Lady Mnolcod luui goufi 
CM'U though she thereby cut down the time of his sojourn in Loudon 
tu four days. Uu the oeeusiou of that visit Mr. Vavasor did a very 
muinoiable tiling. Jle dined at home witb ibc view of wcluoniiug Ins 
lidurc suJi>iu4avv. lie dined si borne, aud oskcii, or rather assented to 
Alice's asking, (icorge and Kale Vavasor to join the diuncr-puriy. 
" Whut mi auspicious omeufor (he future nuptials! ** said Kate with her 
hlllc savcasiie smile. Uncle John dines at houiCi and Mr. Grey joins 
u] the dissipalioj] of a dinner iiarly. >Vc shall ail be einmged soon, 1 
suppose, and Geoige and 1 will take to keeping a Uttlo colUgc in the 
country.'' 

Kate/’ said AIut, augrtly, J think you arc obout Iho most unjust 
person 1 ever met. 1 wi»ulu foigivc your ruillcry, however puiuful it 
iriigbl b 0 | if it were only hur." 

*'Aiitl to whom is it unfair on the present occasionto your 
fiillicr P" 

it was uot intended for bun.” 

To yourself r* 

1 erne uolLiiig ns to myself; you know that very well." 

*' Then it must liuvc been unfair to Mr. Grey." 

Yes; it wild Mr. Grey whom you meant tu uUack. If I can forgive 
aim for not curing for sw irly, surely you might do so." 

‘*K\act]y; but that's just wliai you can't do, uiy dear. Tou don't 
forgive him. If yon did )ou might be quite sure lliat 1 shonld say no* 
tiling. Aud if you chouse to hiu )iic luild iny iongitc 1 will say nothing. 
Hut when you Utl me ulLj^r own llumghts almut this thing you can 
iianlly expect but whut ^^ould let you know uiiuc in rcluru. I'm not 
miiUeiilur! and if you arc ready for a little good, wholesome, useful 
liyuocrisy, 1 won't oalk you. 1 mayn’t bu quite so dishonest us you 
call me, but i'm not set wedded to truth but what 1 uuu look, and 
act, and sneak a few* hdsehoods if you wb>U it. Only let us under* 
sluiul cacn other 

'* You Luow 1 wish for no falsehood. Kale." 

"I know it's very lu^ to understand wimt you do w'isli. I know 
tiuit for llio last year or two 1 have been trying to find out your irisbes, 
and, upon my word, luy auceess has been very indifi'crent. X suppose 
you wish to many Mr. Grey, but I'm by uo means certaih. I supposo 
the hist thing cm earth you’d wbh woula be to marry George.^ 

" The very last. You're right there at any rale." 

*'Aliee~~l sometimes you drive me tpohard; you do, indeed* 
You make me doubt whether 1 hate or love you most. Knowing what 
niy feeUngs are about George, 1 cannot understand how you can Iviog 
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foaisaif to speak of him to me xith such ooutempt 1 ^ Kate Vavaeori 
as she spoke«hesc wonls» left tbo room with a quick step, aud hurried 
up to her owa ebumber. There Alice fouud her m tear^L huA was driTea 
by her Ixicnd’s real grief into the exprcRsiou of au apology, which she 
jeoew was not properly due from her. Kate was acquainted with ull Die 
ciroutustuueca of tliai old affair between her brother and Alice. She had 
given in her adhesion to the propriety of what Alice had done. 8l)c bud 
iillowcd that her brother George's behariour had been such as to make 
any engagement between them impossible. The fault, there fore, had 
been hers in making ony reference to the queslion of such a marriage. 

Nor had it brnn by any incaiu» her flnt tnult of the same kind. TiU 
Alice had become ciiguged to ilr. Grey khe had spoken of George only 
i\s her Inoihcr, or us her friend's cousin, but now she wan eoustuutly 
tnakiiigulluairm to (hose past occurrouees, winch ull of them should have 
striven forget. 'Under theso eircurnstances was not Lady Mndcod 
vigitt iti saying that Ucorgi* Vavasor should uot hare been accepted as 
u companion for the Swiss tour? 

The little dhiuer*party weiiC olT ?cry qnintlr; and if no other ground 
csi.Htcd fur charging Mr. litx'.j with London tliiHipation than wimt tlml 
u (forded, he was accused most unjustly. The two young men bad never 
before met each other; and Vavtusur liud gone to bis uneb’s house, pre¬ 
pared not only lo dislike but to despise Ins successor in Alice's favour. 
bui 111 this he was either dii^apimiutod or gra(ilied, us the case rmiy be. 

lie huM plenty in say for himself/' ho said to Kate on his way homo. 

*' Oh ves; he con talk.'* 

“ And he doesn't talk like a prig either, which was what } expected. 
He’s uncommonly handsome.*’ 

I thought inca never saw that in each other. I never see it in any 


naa. 


1 see it in every axuinal^in men, women, horses, dogs, and ever 
pigs. 1 like to look on handsome things. 1 lliiuk jicoplo always flo 
who are ugly themselves." 

"And so you’re ^iug into raptures in favour of Jolm Grey." 

" No, I'm not. I very seldom go into raptures about auytbiug. Baf 
lie talks in Uio way 1 like a mao to talk. How be bowled niy uncle over 
about those actors; oud yet if my uncle knows imytiling aliout anything 
it is about the stage twenty years ago." There was notliiiig more said 
then about dobn Grey; but Kate understood her brother well enoiidi 
to Ik* aware that this praise tneaut very little. George Vavasor spoke 
sometimes from Lis heart, and did so more frequenilv to his sister thuu 
to ain^ one else; but hia words came generally from Lis head. 

On tbo day after the little dinner in Queen Aune Street, John Grey 
came to sayagood-bye to his betrothed;—for Lis betrothed she certainly 
was, in spite of those very poor arguments which she had used in trybig 
to convince herself that sue was stul free if she wished to claim her 
dom. Tboogh he nad been eonsUutly with Alice during the last three 
days, be had not hitherto said anything as to the day oftheir marriage. 
He had been oonsUntly with her alone, sitting for hours in that ugly 
green drawing-room, but he bad never touchw the subject. He bad 
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told lier much of Swiif^rlond, wUcli she Lad never jet Been> but which 
he knew well. He iiad told her much of Lie garden and L^usCi whither 
she had once gone witli her father, whilst Paying a visit mmimally to 
t)je Gollegea at Cutnbridi;^. And Lo had t^cd of various nutters, nat¬ 
ters bi^unug in no iomiudiatc way upon Ids own or her afl'airs; for Mr. 
Grey uns a nmu who knew well how lo make words plcusaul; but ju'c- 
vious lo this Isibl moment he bud said nothing on thut subject on whieh 
ho w as su ill lent. 

‘*\Vrll| Alice/' he said, when ilio lost hour Lad come; ''and Low 
about that (lucslion of home alTairH ? 

Lot us linisli off the fureigu alluirs CrsU” 

We have finished them; navon*i woP 
L'lnishcd them ! why we haven't slarlod yet/' 

"Ko; you haven't sturlodL iiut we’ve huulhc discussion. Is there 
any rcasou w lty )ou'it ralher not Luvo tbis tiling settled i 
No; no sjiecial reason/' 

"Then why not lei it be ilacdP Do vou fear cotnuig to me as my 
wife P " 

“ No/' 

I cannot ibiuk that you repent your ^odness lo me/' 

''No; J don't ropeut It;*^w]ml you call uiy goodness. I bve you 
loo eiilircly for that." 

" My darting! " And now lie passed Lis arm round Ler waist os they 
vIockI near the empty hrcplace. " And if you love mc ~ 

“ 1 do love you." 

** Then why should you not wish lo come to mo P " 

1 do wisfi it. 1 luiuk 1 wish il." 

'' lluf, Ahre, you must Imvo wULcd il altogelLcr when you consented . 
to he my wife." 

" A ycrs,ou may wish for a tblug allogeikcr, ond yet not wish for it 
iusiuntiy." 

" Instantly [ runic; 1 Imvc not Leon Lard on you. This is still 
June. ^Vill you say the middle of Srpteuibvr, and we shall >>ii!l Lc iu 
time for wauu plcasnul days among tim lakes ? is llutl asking for loo 
much P " 

]t ia nut askiug for iinyfLiug/' 

''Nay, but it is, love, (irant it, and 1 will swear that you Lavo 
grouted me cverj* tiling.” 

SiiG was sitcut, Laving tbings to $oj but not knowing iu what words 
^ to put them. Now that he was with Ler she could not say the tbings 
which she hod told Leraclf tliai ahe would uttfi to Lim. She cuuld uot 
bring LerseK to Lint to him that his views of life were so unlike Lei'twn, 
that there could be no cbancc of happiuesa beiwecu ihcm,( unless each 
could strive to lean somewhat towards thw otiier. No mau could be 
more gracious in word and manner tiiau John Grey; no man moro 
chivalrous iu his carriage towards a woman; but Lo always spoke and 
acted as though there could be no question that Lis manner of iife»«aA 
to be adopted, without a w ord or thought of doubtuig, by his wile. ¥/lmu 
two come to^heri why should uot each yield soiuetlung, and each 
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cl&iiu Boinetluiig f This sho had meant to aa; to him on this iuj ; but 
now tliat uith licr slic could not say it. 

Joliu/' sbe suul at lusty *'du not pre^s roe about this till T retiun. 
''13ut ilicu you will shj the time is short. It wouJd be short thou. 
'*1 cmjuot ouswer yomuow;—indeed, 1 cannot. That is 1 cannot 
answer iu the uiliniiutuT. It is such a solemn thing.’* 

Will it ever liC less sohunu, dearest 
Never, J hope never.** 
lie did not pix^ss her further Ihcu, but kibsed her and bode her furo- 
well 
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CIIAPTEB IV. 

CnoAOE VaVASOBj tub wild max. 

It will no doubt he understood tliat George Varasor did not roam 
about iu tire woods uDshom, or wear leather truppiujn and saucluls, like 
Hobinsoa Crusoe, inalcud of couia and trousers, llis wildness was of 
auotlier kitul. Judued, 1 don't know that he wua in truth ut all wild, 
tiumgli Lady Klueluod had called him so, und Alice bad asscuted to her 
use of the word. 

Ceoigc \*u\a&or lm<l livetd in London since he was twenty, and now, 
at i lie lime of the Ugining of my story, he wns a year or two over 
thirty. lie wus and ever Inm been iho heir to his gruudfuthcr’s estate; 
but that estate was small, and when Ceurge iirst cumc to Lnudoa ills 
father u as n stroug mao of forty, w ith as much prcnnisc of life in iu'm 
OS hU sou had A prures.Hii>u had thercTorc ))ceu absolutely necessary to 
him ; ami lie had, at his uucic John Is iostuucc, been pluci^d in the oIDcq 
of a ^Hiriiamcnlary laud agoui. With this riariuinjcutory loud uguni Jio 
hud {juarrclled to the kuilr, but not before be had by his talents umdo 
himself so useful tiiat hr liad before him the prospects of a lucrative 
portncrsliip m the busiuess. George Vavasor bad luuny faults, but idle- 
ness—absolute Ldicuess*—w as uot one of them. He would occHaionolly 
postpone iiis work to pleasure. He would be at Newmarket when bo 
should hare been at Whiteboll. But it was uot usual with hiia to be 
iu bed w hen he should be at bis desk, and when he was at his desk he 
did tioi whittle bis ruler, or pick his or oUp his nulls. Ujjob the 

w hole bis friends were pleased with the first five years of bis lib ia 
Lo)ido&-*in spite of his haviug been found to be i& debt on more tlmn 
one occasion. But his fiebts bad been poidi and all was going on 
iwimmiugly, when one doy he knocked aowu tlie parlhunontoty a^nt 
wall a blow between the eyes, mid tljcn there was an end of uat. 
He himself was wont tu say Utat be hud known sety well what he 
was about, that it liad bclioved him to knock down the man vbo 
was to bsTc been bis partner, and that he regretted notioug in the 
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matter. At nnj mlo the deed was looked upon with approving ejes by 
man; men of good standing—or, at any rale, sufficient Btaii^ing to help 
George to another |>osiliou ; atid wKluu m weeks of the time of his 
leaving the office at Uniilohall, he bud become a partner in an cslablishcd 
firm of wine merchant s. A great-aunt had then lell him a couple 
of thousand i>auuds» wbicli no doulit assisted him in his views with the 
\yino morcliaiiU. 

In this oiikiiloymcnt lie remained for uuuthcr period of five years, and 
was suppi*isc<i by nil Ins friends to be doing very well. And mdeed he 
did not del luidly, cmly tliut he did not do well oaougb to satisfy himHcIf. 
lie wus ambitieus of making the house (o which he bcdongcd the first 
liousc Jii the trade iu Luud<m, and scared his prtiicrs by (he boldness 
uiiu ex tout of his views, lie himself deehireu that if tb<y would only 
have guuo along with him hr would have made llicin princes in the wine 
nnu'ket. ilut thej were men either of more prudence or of less &ud:icitj 
than him, and they decbmal to walk iu his roursis. At the end of tlie 
live yours Vuviisor letl Ihc bouse, not having knocked any one down ou 
this oeoasioui and taking u ilh him a vciy nice sum of money. 

The two iuhl of lhc.se live years bad certainly bear the host period of 
Ins life, for he Imd n?ally worked very hard> like a man, giving up all plea- 
sure Ibut look time irom him-^and giving up also most pleasures which 
w ere < lunge rous ou account of their cost I mess. He went to no races, played 
no billiards, and spoke of Cremorue as a childish thing, which ho had 
id>undoued now tliat ho was no longer a child. It mts during these two 
vears tliut he liud hud Ins love passages with his cousin ; and it must 
bo presumed that lie bad, at aiir rate, inieiidcd at one time to scttlo 
himself respectably us n marriinl man. ilo bad, however, behavod 
very badly to Alice, and tlie match bad been broken olf. 

ila biui ulso during the last two years quarrelled with his grand* 
fuibor. Uc bad wished to raise a sum of money oa the Vavasor 
estate, wliich, us it w;ls uncutHilcd, be could only do with his grand- 
fatiicr’s coucurrcnce. The old gcuilemon would not hear of it—would 
lisleu willi no (Kiiicuce to ihc proposition, it was iu vain that George 
AtitcmpWd to make tlic sijuire understand (hot the wine business was 
going on vety welt, that he liimsclf owed no man anything, that every¬ 
thing with him was flourisliing;—but Hint hia trade might be extended 
indolinitcly by the use of a few thousand {lounds at moderate interest. 
Old Mr. vavasor was furious. No documents and no assurances could 
make him lay aside a belief that the wine merchants, and the business^ 
and his gnm^ou, were all riiined and ruinous together. No ono but a 
ruined nuui would attempt to raise money on the family estate! So tl^ 
Jiud quarrelled, and hod never spoken or seen each other since. & 
sbaUbaTc the estate for his life,” the squire said to his son John. ^'1 
don't think i Imvc a right to leave it away from him. It hever has 
been left away from the heir. Bui fll tic it up so that he shan't out a 
tree ou it." John Vavasor perhaps thought tnat the old rule of prioio- 

S eniture might under such circumstances bare been judiciously 
oned—in this one instance in liis own favour. But he did not m; so. 
Nor would he have said it had there been a ohaaoe of his doing so wiA 
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•neoflU. Ua was a num firom whom no tctj noble deed oould be ex* 
peoted; but ke wm aUo ooe who would do no ignoble deed. 

After thut George YaTaaor had become a et^k.brok6r> and a stock* 
broker he was now. In the ilrat twelve moatliA oiler hie leaving tlio 
wine bminaas^tho aamo boiiig the first year after his brcocli with Alice 
frht hod gone back greatly in the estimation of men. He had lived in 
^)eu defiance of dcceucy. He had spent much money uud had an* 
vmarcutly made nunc, nud liad been, oa uU his friends declared^ on the 
//tiigli rcM Ut ruin. Aunt Macieod liud Utkeu her judgment from this 
period of Ilia life when she hod si»okcu of him as a muu who never did 
iinytiiing. lint ho bad come forth again suddenly ns a working man; 
uud now they who proIVssed to kuow^ dcdanul that hewus by no nxenm 
|H)or. He was ui the City every day; uud during the last two years liad 
cumed the churacicr of a shrewd fellow who knew whui ho was abcut« 
Vk'ho might nut |ierlia|>s be very mealy-mouthed iuUhirsof business, but 
who was fairly and decently bonourubic iu his omney transactions. In 
fact, he stood well on 'Change. 

And <luring tiicsc two years be had stood a contest for a scat in Tar* 
liumcnti having striven to represent the inctn>poIiuui burougli uf 
on the eitremoly iladicol iutcrest. It is true that he bud failed, and that 
he Imd spent a cousiderublc sum of uioncr iu the contest. ** VVliere on 
earth does your nephew get lus money men said to John Vavasor at 
Ills club. '* Upon my word I don't kuow,*’ said Vavasor. He doesirt 
gel it from mci and I’m sure he doesn't get it fruni my father.” liul 
Ucorge Va^iLSor, though he failed at Chelaca, did not spend bis inoucy 
altogolher fruitirssly. He gained roputatiou by the struggle, and nieu 
came to speak of bun os ibuugh lie were one who would do BOinethiiig. 

, He was a stockbroker, a thorough-going Kadieal, aud yet hu was tlic 
* Heir to a fine estate, wliich had come dow n iniia father to sou fur four 
hundred years! Tlicre was somothiiig captivating about his lustory and 
adventures, crpcciailj as just at the time of the election he bccniao en¬ 
gaged to an iieiress, who died a month before the nmrrin|p sliould have 
taken place. She died without a will, and her money all went to some 
third cousins. 

George Vavasor bore this last disappointment like a man, and it was 
id this time that he again 'became fully reconciled to his cousin. Pre¬ 
vious to this they had met; and Alice, at her cousin Kate's instigaliuii, 
bad induced her father to meet litm. But at first there had been no re¬ 
newal of real friendship. Alice had given her cordial aasciit to her cousin's 
marriage with the heiress, Uiss Grant, telling Kate that such an engage- 
msnt was the very thing to put him ihoroa^y on his feet. And then 
she had been pleased oy his spiiit at that Chelsea election. h 
was grand c^him, wasn’t it said Kate, her eyes brimming full of 
tears. ** it was verr spirited,” said Alice. If you knew all, you would 
say so. They conla get no one else to stand but that Mr. Trovers, and 
he wouldn't oomo forward, unless they would guarantee all bis expenses.” 
”1 hope it didn’t cost George muon/* said Alice. ”lt did, though ; 
nearly all he had got. But what matters f Money’s nothhia to iunL 
tace^ for its uses. My own little mite is ny own now^ inn he shall 
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have every furtlims of it for the nest election^ creu though I bhould go 
out as u liouaniiitua the next Tlicro muat have bouu RuuLciliiug 

great about George Vaviui<»*» ur be would uot have bccu so idolised by 
bueh a gui as liia sister Kate. 

liarly fu titc inrucni b|imig» before Uic armiigcmnds for the Suisa 
journey were niuil(*» (SeorgH Vav.'4sor had s|K»tcu to Alice about ibaL iii* 
tondril iriumugc wliich tind Wtui hroki u off by Urn ludy*K cleulii. lie 
wub billing one evening with bis cuusiu m (he diaiviug^mom in Qurai 
Anne bln'ct^ waiting lur Kale, who was to join him there before going 
to Komu jiurty. I wonder wliethcr Kate bud bad n bint from bar 
Imither to be lute! At any rule, the two were logotber for au bouTi 
Aid the talk had been all abdiit hiniscir. ilc bod c:>ngrAtnlaied her ea 
her eugugcuicnl witli Mr. On*y> which lind jnst become knowu to hun^ 
Olid bun then spoki n <jf his own lost inUnded }mirniv;;c. 

** I gne\ed lor lunV* be ** greatly.'* 

Vm surn YOU did, George.*’ 

b!eA, J dnlfor her, herstdf. Of course Mie world lias given me 
credit Foe lumeullng the loss of her monev. Hut (hr* truth is, that as 
regards both hciself and iier iuoury, it Is mucli better for me that we 
were never niurriud.'* 

Do you nil an even llnHigb she bhould liavc lived ? ” 

Yes;—even had she lived.” 

And why bo'f if you liked her, bur inoucy was surely uu draw« 
b;tck.” 

** No; net if 1 had likinl her.” 

'• And did you uut like her 1 ” 

”No” 

“Oh, George I” 

”1 did not love her os u man should love his W'lfc, if you mean that* 
As fur my liking her, 1 did like her. X liked bur very much.” 

“lint \uu would have lo\rd Lerr ” 

“ 1 don't know. X don't find ibat imk of loving so very easy. It 
niiglit have been lliut 1 bhould intro learned to huto her.” 

*• If Ml, u U heller for \on, :mil heller fur her, Umt she lias gone.” 

**il IS bi tter. 1 Kin sure of it. And yet t grieve lor her, aud in 
UiitiKhig of her 1 atank«L feel us though I were gudiy of her dcalb.” 

“ Jhn sliL* neverbUb|UTli'd that you did ued love lier? ” 

“ Oh no. Hut she m'as uot given to think much of such things. 
6bc i^mk all that for gmiUed. Poor girl! blio is at rest now, and 
her money Inu gone, wdierc it should go, among her own rclidivcs.” 

“Yes; with such feelings ns yours arc about licr, her money 
would jiavu been a burden to you.” * 

“I would Udt have takcu it. I bo{V, at least, tbatwould uot 
have taken it. Money is a sore temptation, especially to a poor man 
like me. it is well for me that the trial did nut coino in zny way.” 

** iiut you arc not such a very )>oor m&u now, arc you, George t I 
IhougliL yuur businm was a ouc.” 

it is, uud X have no right to be a poor mnn. But a man will bo 
poor who docs such mad things as 1 tb). I bad throe or four tbomasid 
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S )unds clear^ and 1 speut CTcr^ shilllog of it on the Clieldca clcctioiL 
ooducss Inows wiketlicr I eliull have n ahillut^^ ui itll when another 
chaucc couiee round; but if I have 1 siiall ccrtmiily epcad it, and if 1 
have ml, 1 ahull go iu debt wherever I cun ruiae a hundred ponuds.’* 

I hoiK you will bo aucce&Hfol at loat/’ 

*'l reel aure tliut 1 sliail. But, in the nicuntiinc, I cannot hut know 
that my curtTv is |mrrccil? reckless. So wuiuaii ought to join her lot 
to miuo unless she has wuhiu her courage to be us rex^klcsa as X am. 
You kno\F what men do when they toss up for shillinga P 
‘‘ Yea, I suppose 1 do/' 

1 mu tossing u|) every day of mj life for every shilling that I have.*’ 
J)o you mean that you’rc-^Hinlding i 
Ko. 1 have given that up altogetlicr. 1 used to gamble, but I 
never do that now, and never sliall again. ^Vhat I mean is tliis,—llmt 
1 hold myself in ix^adiness to risk everything nt anymomemt, in order to 
gain any object tiiul may serve my turn. 1 am always ready to lend a 
icjrlonUK»pc. That’s wimt I mean by tossing up every day fur every 
ahilling that I have." 

Alice did not quite nnderstoud him, and pcr)inp.H lio did not iulcud 
that she sinmid. Pcrli;ip.H his uhjiet \vx% to mystify her imagination. 
She did not uuderstund him, but I fear that she admired the kind of 
courage whmh he pnjfcHsud. Aud he had not only professed it: in that 
matter of the past vli'Ciiou lie had certainly pnicliscd it. 

lu talking of beamy to his sister lie liud S|K>keu of himself as being 
ugly. lie wuuhl not enueruny have bi'CU culled ugly by women, hud 
not one side of his hiccbccii drc.Wfully scar ml by a cleat rice, which in 
healing, had left a dark iudcntvd liucifown from lua kh eye to his lower 
jaw. Tliat black ravine running tlirongli liU check was certainly ugly. 
On sumo occasions, when ho was angry or lihuiipuiiilud, it was very 
hideous; fur he would so coutort liU fucc lliul the soar would, us it 
were, stretch itself out, n*vealing all it.s lioirois, nml bis counteiirmco 
would becuiue all scar. "Jle looked at me like the devil hiui^elf— 
making the hole in his fucc gsqic ut me,” the old squire had said to John 
Vuvosor in dose rib nig the interview iu which I ho grauiUon liad tried to 
bully his grand fat I UT into nssen ring 1o bis own views afmut the mort* 

E . But iu other rr^pccts Gctirge’s face wom mil ugly, and might 
l>ocu thougiit handsome by many women. IIU hair Vias black, mid 
was parted ia the front. Ilis forcinatd, though low, was broad. lUs 
eyes were dark and bright, aud his eyebrows wrie very full, and p^r* 
fucily black. At those periods of his anger, oil lus face wliidi Ma> u<*i 
acav, wiLs eye and eyebrow. He wore a thick black mousiuclu*., whick 
coVbred his mouth, but uo whiskers. Beoplc said of lum iind he was SA 
{>roud of Ids wound tliat ho would act grow a hair to cover it. HIjc 
tact, however, was that uo whisker could bo made to come sufljcicntly 
forward to be of service, and iliereforv he wojs> uouc. 

The story of that wound should be told. VV'iicii he was ynt liardly 
more than a boy, before lie hud eoaic up to Loudon, he wa.i nving iu a 
house ia the country which his father then occupied. At the lime his 
ikthcr was ahseut, aud he aud his sister oaly weio ui the house with the 
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maid-MrranU. His lister had a few Jewels ia her room, and aa exa^e- 
rated report of them haring come to the ears of oertain^cutcrprising 
buiglars, a little niaii was arranged for obiaiiiing them. A emull boj 
was liiddcu in tlte house, o window was opened, and at tlie proper 
witching hour of night a stout iudivlduai crept up stairs iu his slocLmg 
feet, and was aircudy at Kalo Vavasor's aoor,—wheu, in the dark, 
drcsu d only in his night*sliirt, whoUj unarmed, George Vavasor flew at 
the fellow’s throat. Tuo hounclaused before the horror-stricken womeu 
of the house could bring nieu to tlic place. George’s face bad thuu bcuii 
ripped open from the eve downwards, with some chisel, or housebreuk* 
ing instvunieut. But tie niun was dead. George had WTcnchcd from 
him his own too), and having first jobbed him ull over witli insulBcieiit 
wounds, had ul hud driven the steel through his windpipe. The small 
boj cscu|)cd, carrying with him two sliillingH and llircvpiuice which Kate 
hud left upmi the diawing-room nmiitcIpuTC. 

George Vavasor wus tulher low in stature, but well made, witli small 
bands and tvei, but hruad in the cln^t ami stnmgjn the loins, lie was 
a lino horsanau and a hard rider; aud men who had known liiiuwcll 
said that ho could tVnee and shoot witli a pistol us few men care to do 
in these peaceable days. Since voliiufcoving had come up, ho had be- 
come 0 raptuiu of Volunteers, and hod won prises with his rifle at 
Wiuihlodou. 

Such had been tlio life of George Yovasor, aud aueli was Lis character, 
and such his appearance. He had always lived alone iu Loudon, and 
did so at present; but just now his sister was much witli him, as she 
was slaying up iu town willi nn uuut, another Vavasor by birth, wiUi 
whom the reader will, if he persevere, become acq^uoiuted in course of 
time. 1 hope he will persevere a little, for of all the Vavasors Mrs. 
Greonow was perbai>8 the bi'st worth knowing. Bui Kate Vavasor’s 
home was understora to be in her grandfather’s house in Westmore¬ 
land. 

On the evening before they started for Switacriaud, George and 
Kate walked from Queen Anne Street, where they hnd been diuiug 
with Alice, to Mrs. Grecnow’s house. Evcrytliiug had been settled 
about luggage, hours of starting, and routes as regarded tlicir few 
first (lays; and the common purse bod been made orcr to George. 
That portion of Mr. Grey’s letter liad been read which alluded to 
the Faynims end the glosses of water, aud everything had passed in 
the best of good-humour. *'V\\ endeavour to get the cold vnUer 
for you,'*’ Goorgo had sold; ** but as to the breakfasts, I can only 
hope you wou’t put me to severe trials by any very early hours. 
4flieD people go out for pleasure it should be pleasure." • 

The Drother aud sister walked iltrou^ two or three streets in 
silouce, aud then Kate asked a question. ^ 

George, 1 wonder what your wishes really are about Alice?" 

" Thai she shouldu't want her breaklaat too early while we ire 
away." 

" That means that 1 am to hold my tongue, of course." 

••No, it doesn’t.” 
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**Tb6n it means that jou mlcnd to hold jonnf^ 
noLthat either. 

‘*Thcn what docs it sneanf ^ 

, ^^Tliat 1 bare no fixed wishes on the subject Of course sho^ll 
fnnrrj ibis man John Grejr, and tben no one will Lear auotlior word 
about her.’’ 

She will; no doubt, if you don’t interfere. Frobnbly slic will 
wbniljcr you interfere or not But if you wish lo iuterfero- 

’SSliu’s got four hundred a ytiir, and is not so good-looking as 
siio 

** Yes; she has got four hundred a year, and slic is more hand* 
some now than ever she was. i know, that vou lliiuk so that 
YOU love her and lovo uo one else—unless you Imvc a sneaking foudiicss 
for me.” 

” i’ll leave yon to judge of that lost.” 

And as for nic,^l only love two people in the world; her ojid you* 
If ever you mean io try, you should try now.” 



CHAPTER V. 


THE BAY.CUNY AT BAStE. 

1 AX not goi))g (o describe llic Vavasors' Swis.s (our. It would not 
be fair on my readers. ** Six weeks in the Bernese Obcrlaiid, by a 
party of three,” would have but very smidt chmrcc of success in the 
literary world ot present, and 1 should consider tnrself to be, dishonest 
if I attempted to nalm off such mutter on the public in the )iage6 of a 
novel, it u true tnat 1 iiavc just relumed from Swilscrland, aud should 
find such a course of writing very convenient. But 1 dismiss the 
atiou, filling as it is. Retro age, Sataiu». No living man or woni.iu 
aity longer wants to ho (old anything of the Oriiusell or of the Gemini. 
Ludgate Hill is now-S'days moro interesting than llis Yungfrovr. 

Ttte Vavasors were not very energetic on their tour. As George biicl 
aaid; they had gone out for pl^urc and not for work. They went 
direct to lutcrTockcn and then hung about between that place and 
Grindelwald wi laiuterbruiinea. it delighted him to sit atiii ou some 
outer bench, lookiw at the mountains, with a cigar hi his mouth, and it 
seemed to delight them to be with him. Much tliat Mr. Grey prophe¬ 
sied had c^c true. The two girls were mbiisters to him, iusteaa of 
having him as their slave. 

” what fine fellows those AJj^ club men think them selves,” he said 
OR one ol these occasions, ”and how thoroughly they despise tne 
sort of eok>yment I get from mountains. But Uiey're mistaken.” 

” 1 don^t see why either need be nbtiken/' said Alice. 

” But tliej are mistaken,” be coatinued. ” Tk^ rob the mouataiiii' 
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of tlioir poetry, wlucb is or should bo ihSr p'catest cliarm. Mont Blano 
cnii liuvft no niysirry for a num who luis bcni up it half a dozen iinics^ 
li’a like behind the scones id u ballet, or nmkinj; a ^2onjuror ci« 

pUm bis trickh/’ 

** But is the exercise nulhiiif? I *' said Kate. 

“ Yes; the nxoreiso is very Jjiio;‘-^bui that avoids the qufJsUon.** 
thev all boliiiii.se,'* Alice. 

' ] clou t (jelievc iU 1 Wievc that ilio most of them simply valk up 
tlic nioiinl>u!u mul down npain. But if they did^ that avoids tlic qucstinit 
also, The pmiry and mystery of ilic mtninliuas ai-e lost to those who 
timke f)irm>elv(!s fuiniliar With 1 heir ilctuds, not the less because such 
funiiliiu'iiy may have useful resulls. lit this world things ure beuiititul 
only Weausc tliey are nut i]tAtc secji, or not peilcrlly inuleistdotl. 
1*01 try is j^ncioiis rhiclW bortmisc it sut^i^sU iiunv llum it declares. 
Lnok'in Ihciv, tliroii;tb that valhy, vtbere yon just .H*e tlic dUtauL liMle 
peak at tiu* l iul. Arc }oii not dnmtiinj; of ihn unkiaovn heantifid 
world llial. ixidls up tla^rc;—Iwaiiliriil, as Hnivcii is Iwautirul, hecauso 
fou know noiliin^r of ilie nsditv ? Kyou make your nay up there and 
>a<*k lo-!uorr<»w, nad lind out all uIkmiI iU d<i you luran to say tliuL it 
will be IIS bvaulirul to you when^you eoinu buck i " 

“Yea;—1 think it wniild/’ said AU<\s 

“Then jou'vc no jnM*1ry in you. JCow Tm made up of poetry,*' 
Afti^ that they bepin to lHn;'*u nt him and were very happy. 

I (liiuk iliai Mr. (iny tuts ri^rht in aii&w*eiin;C Alice's letter as he did; 
but 1 tiuuk Hint Lady Mueleoii was also ri^hi in s^iying that Altco 
fthoiild not have gone to SuKzinlaiid in company vvilli Utorgo Vavast^r. 
k |ieculiar funiiliarUy apraiig up, whicli, liail all its eireiinistmices been 
kuowji lu Mr. (irey, would not have ciiiiitdy s;disli(s{ lum, even Ihuugh 
nu word wa.s said whirli aiiglii in ilselt luoc iti.sple:u»ed him. During 
tlie iir.sl weeks of their tuiveiling no woid was said whieh would 
liave displeas'd him ; luit at last, when the lime for their ret urn was 
drawiiig nigh, when tlieir happine.ss was nearly o\er, and that reeling of 
mclaucholv was canning on Ineui whieh always prrsuiies the lost h<»urs 
ofmiy pniud llmt has been pleiiKiint,—then words became solirr than 
they liml been, ami n^fcrcnces w e re made to old days,—allusions w hich 
never should Isavc U'cn penintled between tlieni. 

Altec had liivu very liappy,—-more haj>py perhaps in that slio had 
bixnu juiiii nunUter wtlh Kaic to her cousin (h*urgcs idle fautasios, 
than the wotdd have Imen hurrying about witli him u$ her slave. They 
Imd tacitly agreed to spoil linn with comforts; and girls are always 
happier m spoiling some mau than in iHung 5|toilcd b; men. And ho 
baa taken it u!l wvll,domg hb despotism pleasantty,exacting much,,but 
exacting nothing that was disagreeable. And be imd been amusing 
always, as Alice thought without any effort. But iiica and w'Anen, when 
they sbciw thrmselves at iheir best, seldom do so w ithout an eifort. If 
tiu: object be near iho licort tlio effort will be picusaut to him wlu) 
makes It, and if it be made wcJI, it wilt be hidden; but not tlie less w ill 
the efibrt be there. George Vavasor iiad on the preseut occasion done 
his very best to please lus cowsiu. 
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Thej were tatting at Baslo one ereuingin iho balcony of t\)c Wsg lintcf 
wnicIt overlooks tho lUiine. I'hia big hold ia uUvuva lull of (ouri^U 
who are eitlicr^just hcgmiiiiig or just complcliiig tlicir Swiss doinga. 
The balcony ruua the length of the house, and Is open lo u)I tlic coin* 
pony; hut it is Hpactous^ niid litMc )>artics can be formed llicvooiiU 
perfeut privacy. The swift broud lUiinc runs uuderuouili, ruslun <4 
through from the bridge winch here spuns the river; and every ixnv and 
then on summer cvruiiig?i loud shouts come up fitno strong sNvoniinus 
in tlin water, who arc glorying iu the swifUiesa of the current. The 
three were sittiiig there, by tlionscivcs, at tlie end of tlio hide(my. 
CoDcc wits be fore llieiu on a lit do table, and George's cigar, as usual, 
was iu his month. 

nearly all over,’’ said he, after they hail remaiued silent for 
some uiinuirs. 

'‘And I do think it bus heen a success,^ said Kale. ‘‘Always ex* 
cepling about Ibc money. Vm rnhml for ever.*' 

“ Vu make your money nil straight,*’ said (ieotgo. 

“ Indmi you'll do nothing of the kiml,” said Kiilc. “I’m ruined, 
but you nre railicdnr. Ihit wiint sigudiesi* Jt is such a great tliijig 
ever to liave hud six weeks* happiness, that the ruin is, in point of fad 
a good specululion. What do you say, Alice f Won’t you voln, too, 
that we’ve done it >vcll ? ” 

“I ihiuk we*vc done it very well. 1 have enjeyed myscli 
ihoiouglily.” 

“Aud now you’ve got to go home to John Grey mid Cm/ibridge- 
shire 1 It's no w<mdcr you bhonld be iinihinnholy.” Tliat wqh the 
thought in Kate's mind, but she did not spoitk it out on Uiis ocCHHiotu 
Thai’s good of you, Alice,” said Kate. “ U it not, George? 1 
Kke a person who will give a hearty incc-d of upprohalion.” 

“ iJut 1 am giving the miTd of approbalion to invst ll.*' 

“ i like a perbou even tod<» tliui hcuitiiy,” suuf Kate. ‘‘Nol llmt 
Gcor^? and 1 arc thankful for the complimrut. V\e arc prcjiuivd to ad- 
nut Lliat we owe almost evciytliing to you,'*—arc we uot, Ucorgu ? ” 

“ I’m not; by any means,” suni George. 

“Weil, ] am, and 1 c.\|)eot to Imc Mmicthiug pretty said to mo ia 
return, ilavc ] born cross once, Alice i ” 

“No; I don't tliiuk jou have. You are uever cro^^, Ihougli you are 
often ferocious,” 

“But 1 Imvcn’lbeen once ferocious, ban George.” 

“ Ue w'onld have been the most ungrateful man uhve if bo had,” said 
Alice. ” We’ve done nothing since we've btmted but rt'allbc for limi 
tiiai deturo iu ‘i’niich* of the young gc'uUcinaa at Jeddo who had u 
doscu ladies to waif upon him.’' 

“ And n<*w*hc has got to go home to Ins lodgings, and wait upon 
himself aguiu. Poor fellow 1 I do pi!y you, George.” 

” No, you don’t ;^aor docs Alice. 1 believe girb slwiiys think limt 
a hachclor in lioudou lias the happiest of all lives. U’s Wenusc tliiy 
iliiuk so that they generally want to put an end to ibc uau’s ooodi* 
tmL” 
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cnTf that makes us want to get married^^not lore/^ said 

Kate. 

** It*8 tbe deTil ill some aliape, as often os not>'’ said be. Witli a 
nan, marriage always seems to him la be an cril ut the instant.’^ 

Not always,aaid Alice. 

Almost always;—^but ho does it, os bo takes physic, because sumo* 
Ihitig worse will coino if he don’t. A man never likes having his toolli 
pulled out, but cdl men do have their tcetii pulled out,—and they who 
delay it too long sulTcr the very tiiischief.’* 

'^1 do like George’s philosophy,’* said Kate, getliug up from hrr 
chair ns she spoke; is so sliarp, and has such a pleasant neld taste 
about it; uud theo we all know that it means nothing. Alice, I’m going 
up stairs to bcjpn the final ]>.1cliiig.” 

** ril come with you, dear.** 

'*Nd, don’t. To tell the truth I’m only going into that nmu^s room 
because he won’t out up a siugle thing of Ins owu dcocully. VVc*ll do 
ours, of course, when W'O go up to bed. ^Vhutcvcr you cljsiUTunge to* 
nigiit, Master George, you must rearrange for yourself to*morrow 
jnoniiug, for i promise I won’t go into your room at live o’clock.” 

”Jiovr 1 do Iiotc Umt early work/’ said George, 
ni be down again very soon,” said Kale. Then we’ll take oue 
turn ou the bridge and go to bed.” 

Alice and George were left together silting in the balcour. They 
had beru nlono togcilior before many times since their travels Lad com- 
mciLocd; but they both of them Celt that there was sometluiig to them 
in the present luomcut dKTcrent from any other period of their journey. 
Tln^re was somolhiag that each felt to M sweet, uudcllnable, and duu* 
gerous. Alice Imd known that it would be better for her to go up 
stairs with Kate; but Kale’s answer had been of hucli a nature that hua 
she ;pme she would have shown tliat she had souio special reason for 
going. WIty should she show such a ucedF Or why, indeed, should 
she mitciiain it ? 

Alice w*ua seated quit>c at Uic end of the ^dlcry, and Kate’s chair was 
at her feed in the corner. *VViK*n Alice oud^alc Imd seated themselves, 
tbe waiter had bi*ouglit a small table for the colTcr^eups, and George 
hud placed his chair on the other side of Ibui. So that Alice was, as it 
^* 1 ^* 0 , a prkcuor. She could not slip away without nmno special pre¬ 
paration for going, and Kate bad so placed her chair in Icuvii^ that she 
must nctimlly have asked George to move it before she coutil escape. 
But wliy should she wish to escape? Kothbg could be more lovely 
and cuiiciug than the scene before her. The uight lind come on, with 
•.quick but still unpercclved approach, as it does in those parts; for the 
twihght there is not prolonged as it is with ua more northern foll^ Tho 
nightJtad come on, but there was a rising moon, which jiftk sufficed to 
give k sheen to tlic water beneath her. The air was deheiousk soft 
of that softness which produces no sensation either of wsrmtn or eold, 
but wi dob Just seems to touch one with loving tenderness, as though 
tncuusecu spirits of tlie air kissed cue’s forencad as Ibeypssied on 
their wings. The Rhiuc was running at her fecti so near, that in the 
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wod half light it seemed as though she might sti^p its rippU^ 
Rhiuo was rBuniiig bj with tuat delicious sound of rapid !> ji 


Tht^ 


jooving 


U tor youruoives, moKtug ii aiuicua ucuucr w ncr wno iisicus &or lu 
him who speoks. If you would sleep, it is of all lullabies the aweeiust. 
if you arc alone and ^ould thiuk, it aids all ^our tliougliis. If 
you arc alone, and, alas! would uot thiuk,—if tluukiug bo too pain* 
ful,—it will dispel your sorrow, oud give the comfort which iiiusic 
alouc can give. Alice felt that the uir kis.Hcd her, tluit the river 
sang for her its swcKcsl soug, ihut tlic mouu slumo for her with 
ils bi}floht light,—that light which leudA the poetry of half-developed 
beauty to everything that it touches. should she leave it \f ** 

Nothiug \M\A said for some luiimU^s after Kate's departure, ami Alice 
was bogiimiugto shake fnnn her that Italf fcolingof lUuger whiolt h;ul 
come over her. Vuvasor luul sat back in his chair, leaning against ilio 
Itousc, Willi his feet raised upon a stool; his arms were folded across his 
bnnut, and he seemed to have divided himaclf between his thoughU and 
his cigar. Alice was looking full upon the river, and her thoughts had 
strayed uwaj to her future home among John Urey’s ilowor-beds and 
shrubs; but tlic river, though it song to her pleasantly, seenn'd to sing 
a sung of other things than such a home ns that,—a song full 
of mystery, os all river songs wiieii one tries to understand llieir 
words. 

** Wlicn arc you to be married, Alice ? ” said Uuorgo at last. 

‘'Oh, Ucorgo!” said she. You nsk me a quesUou as though you 
were putting a pistol to my car.” 

' “ l^n sorry the fpiostiou was so unpleasant.” 

” I didn't suy that it was uii{ileasant; but you asked it so suddenly! 
fhc trulh is, 1 didu’t exj>ect you lo speak at all just then. 1 suppose I 
was thinking of something.” 

“ But if It be not uniilcasant,—wUcu arc you to be married ? ” 

“ i do not know. It is uot fixed.” 

“But about when, 1 meanf This summer? ” 

Certainly not this summer, for the summer will be over when wo 
reach borne.” 

“This whiter? Next springf Next year?—or iu leu years' 
time?” 

“Before the cipiratlou of the tcu years, I suppose. Aiiylhiug more 
exact than that 1 cau’t say.” 

“ 1 suppose you like it ? ” he Uicu said. 

“If Bat—ben^ married ? Y'ou see Tve never tried yet.” 

“The idea of it, —the autidpalioa. You look forwarJ with saliKraotion 
u the kind of life you are about to lead at Ncthercoats ? lX>u’t suppose I 
\m saving anjtbii^ against it, for I have no conception what sort of a 
place Netliorcoats is. On the whole I don’t know tliat thero is any kind 
of Ufa letter than that of an Sn^ish country gentleimm in lus own place i 
—that-is, if ho can keep it up^ aud uot live as the old sfiuiro doeij in a 
itato of chronic poverty.^ 

3 
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“Mr. Grrj^ pbirc doesn’t entitle lilm to be called a ooantr; 
gcntlcn^an.^ 

“ I^iit Tou llVollic prospect of it? ” * 

0)i, (icor^, Low \ou do c;*oss-f]ucRtion one ! Of coui'sc I like it> or I 
bbouldu’t neerpird it.” 

**TLni does not lollow. J>ut I quite ncknonlrJj:^. Uml 1 Lave uo 
right to cross«r|uc.slioii you. If 1 riTr Lad such right ou the score of 
cousiiiship, ] have lost it on the score o f ; but n^c W(m*i miud Ihui, 
will wr, Alice i ” To this kIic at lir^ii nmdc uo answer, but be repeated 
the riuesiiou. “Will we, Alice t ” 

“Willttcwhair’ 

“ lU'CUV lo the old dayr.” 

“ Why should wo H'Ciir to them? Tlicy arc passed, and as wo are 
fnotids mill dour cousins Ihe sling of tlioin is gone.” 

** All, \(*it ! The sting of thorn ih gone. It is for tliat veasont boentisc 
it in so, tljut we may at hist recur to iliein Mitliou! danger. If.wc regret 
noj.hing,~if neither ul us bus nnjlhing lo rogroi, why uot recur to Uiuzn, 
aud talk of them freely P ” 

(ictirgc; Unit would uot do.” 

“ By Heavens, no! It would drive me mod \ and if I know aught of 
you, it would hardly leave you ns calm ns you arc at prcscut.” 

“As 1 wouhl wish to Ihj left calm—’* 

“ Would YOU P Then I suppose I ouglil to hold my tongue. But, 
Alice, 1 slial) never liavc tlie power of spiking to you acniu as I speak 
now. Since we Imve been out together, wo liave been dear friends^ is 
it not so P *’ 

“And shall we not always be dear friaidaP” 

“No, certaialy not. Ilow will it be possible? Think of it. How 
con 1 really be your friend when you are Inc mistress of that man’s house 
in Cuuibridgcshiref ” 

“ George! ” 

“1 mean nothing disrespectful. I truly beg your pardon if it has 
seemed so. Let me say that gentleman’s Louse j^for ho is a gentle* 
moil.” 

“ That he certainly is.” 

“ You could not Imve accepted him were he not so. Buthow con 1 bo 
your friend when you arc his wifef I may slUI cidl you cousin Alice, 
and pat your childreji ou the head if 1 chance to see them; and siiall 
stop m ific RtrceU and shake liauds wlUi him if 1 meet him ;^that is if 
my nntuward fulc dues not iuduce him to cut my acquaiuiance ;*^bul as 
for fricjidshim^liai will he over when you aud 1 shall have parted next 
Thnr^ay ut London Bridge.” • 

“ Ob, George, don’t eay so! “ 

“But I do.^’ 

**Aad why on Thursday? Lo yon mean that you won’t come to 
Queen Anne Street auy more?” 

“Yes, that is what I do mean. This trip of ours has been Tciy 
successful, Kate says. Perhaps Kate knows nothing about it.” 

“It has been very pleasant,^at least to me.” 
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“And llic pleasure lias iiad no drawback, f ’’ 

•^Nonc t% me.’* 

** It lias been verj (tlcaaaiit to me, olso \—but flic plensurc bus bud its 
alloy. Alice, I bavu fo ask frum you,—nutbiii^.” 

Auvtbmg that yon should ask 1 would do for you/’ 

I bare nothing to osk j^notUiug. But I have one vara 
to sav.*' 

(jrovgc, do nut say it. Let me go up stall's. Let me go 
to Kate.” 

'^ Oriainly; ir you vb»!i it you slmll go.” lie still Imld bis foot 
agriiitsl llic chair wliieb harred lier jms.s;tgi 2 , aud did not utlem]it to rise 
as lie must have done to make wuy for ber passage out. ‘^Cerlmnlj 
y<m shall go lo Kate, if you refuse (o hear me. But uflur all Uiut liaw 
parsed between nsj ^ter ibrso six weeks of intimate com|muioaslup, I 
think you ought to liMen to me. 1 tell you thnt 1 Luvu nothing to ask. 
I am nut going to mule toic to you.” 

Alice had coninienecd some attempt to rise, but she Imd again Acilled 
herself in tier chair. And now, when lie pamn^d fur a momeut, she 
made no further sign that she wished lo eseupe, nor did she say a word 
to intimate her fiirUicr wiali tlint he should be silent. 

”1 um not going to make love io you,” lie said ugniii. ” As for 
making love, as tlic word goes, lliat must lie over between you and me. 
It bua been made and mni i'cd, and cuimot be remade, it may exist, or 
it may iiavo been expelled; but where it does not exist, it w*!!! never bo 
bnmghtbuck again.” 

” It sliould not bo spoken of Wl veoii you and me.” 

” So, no doubt, any |>roper*going duenna would say, and so, loo, Utile 
children sliontd be told; but hut ween you and luc there cun lie no 
necessity for falselicxid. Vie liavc powii Uyoud our 8Ugnr*toulbud 
^s, oud arc now men and vomeii. 1 perfectly nndcrbtood your break¬ 
ing away from roe. 1 uudorstood you, and in spite of iny sorrow knew 
that you were right. I am not going lo accuse or to defend myself; 
but i km^w that you were right.” 

^‘Tbcii let there be no more about it.” 

* Yea; there must bo more about it. 1 did uol understand you when 

J ou accented hfr. Grey. Against him T have not a whisfHT to make. 

It mav he ncrfect for auglil I know. But, knowing you as I Ihonght 
I did, I could not uinlcrslaud your loving such u man as him. Jf. wu> 
os though one who hod lived ou liiundy should take Inuisclf suddenly to 
a milk diet,—and enjoy the cimn^! A milk diet is n ojjtfu ht Um bes^ 
But nicQ who liave lived on bmidy oon't make thj|||Hbhaiiges very 
Bud<WHly. They perish in the attempt.” 

”Not aloaiys, Geoi^.” 

*lt may be done with mouths of aeonj;—but there was no such 
agony with you.” 

”WhocaatcllP” 

”But you will tell roe the cure was made. I thought so, and there* 
fore thought that I sliould find you changed. I thought that you, wiio 
had been all fire, would now have turned yourself Into o^^ft flowing milk 

W8 
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and lioncji atid have bncoiuo HI for tlio .ife in Btorc for jon. aucU 

a ouc 1 iiiigbt have imvdicd fruin Moscow to Midta wUt»nut danger. 
Tile wouKui fit to be John Grcy*a wife would ccrluinly do me no lutrm, 
could not touch 111 ^ hap)>iurs.s. I niij^lil hove loved her once, "might 
8till love the memory of wbut she had benm; but hrr, in her new form, 
ai'ler her new birth, such a one as that, Alice, could be nulhi.ig to me. 
Don’t mistake me. 1 have enough of wisdom iu me to know how much 
bettor, uy, mid hnmiiur a woniiiu she ntight (»e. JL was not that I 
thouglit Tou had auseeuded in the scale; but 1 gave you crrclii for 
virtues which you liavc not acquired. Alice, that wIioIcscmuo diet of 
which 1 sookc js not yotir dnrt. You will .starve ou it, and |Kn*b)i.’’ 

Uc imd spoken with great bicrgy, but still in a low voice, Iinviug 
turned full round upon the table, with both bis arms upou if, iiud bis 
face stretched out fur over towards her. She was 1(»iking full at him; 
uud| as 1 have said before, that sear and his gloomy eves mid thick cym 
brows seemed to nmko no Hie whole of lii> faa'. Ihit t he scar had never 
been ugly to her. Site knew the story and when he was her lover she 
bad tsxou pride iu Hte mark of the wuuud. Slio looked at him, but 
though he paused she did iiots))euk. The music of the river u us still in 
her ears, and there caiuo u|>on her a struggle as though she were striving to 
understand its song. Were the wulciw also telling her of the mistake 
she had made in ucci'ptiug Mr. (Jrry as her husbuud P What her cousin 
was now telling her,—was it not a nqictitioii of words uhich she had 
spoken to herself hundreds of times duniig the last two months P Was 
she not telling herself dsily,^liour]y,^alwAys,*~in every thouglit of her 
life, that iu accepting Mr. Grey she had assumed herself to be mistress 
of virtues which she did not possess ? Had she not, iu irul li, rioted 
upon brandy, till tlio innncoiire of milk was uiiGUod for herP This nmn 
uow ciunc and rudely told her all this,—btil did he not tell iier the 
truth P She But silent and convicted ; only guziug into his face when 
his st>ccch wus done. 

1 tiave learned tliis since we have been again together, Alice \ and 
finding you, nut Uie an^l 1 had supposed, fntdiug you to be the same 

woinoiL 1 h(d once lovcu,-the safety t hat I anticipated has not fallen 

to my lot. That's tdl. Here’s Kate, and uow we’U go for our walk,'’ 


CHAPTER VI. 
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said Kate, speaking before she quite not up to them> 
'^will you tell mo wheilier you have been preparing aU your ibings for 
lA open sale by auction P Then slie stole a took at Ahoc, and having 
learned from tbui glance that something had occnircd which nreventea 
Alice bo\fk joining her in her Jiillcry, the went on with it bersea rapidlji 
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u thou^B to coTer Alice's coufusion and ^ve her time io rally boforo 
they siiould^U move. Would you bcUcTC it i he had three raxors laid 
out on his table-” 

•'A man must slmvc,—wen at Basic.” 

” Ihil not with tliicc rasors ul once; and tlirec hau^brushes^ aud half 
a doacn tooth-hrusheK, and a small cullcetiou of conibs> aud foui' or live 
little {^lass botUeSy lookiug as though they contained poisoUi—all 
silver to])s. 1 oun only suppose you desired to startle the weak mind of 
the chaiubcrmaid. 1 have put ihetn all up; but remember this, if they 
arc takcu out again you are responsible. And 1 will not put up your 
boots, George. *^Vliat can you have wauled with ihreo pairs of boots at 
Baslu ?” 

When you have completed the list ot my wardit)bc wc*II go out upou 
I lie bridge. That is, if Alice likes it.” 

“Oh, jea; I shall like it.” 

Conic along tlu n,” said Kate. And so they moved uwsy. 

When they g<»t upon the bridge Alice and Kate were together, while 
George strolled behind them, close to tbeni, but not taking any part in 
convci*sutioa,~ns though be had merely gooo with them as au 
c.sourt. Kate seemed to bo nerfcctlr content with this arrangcmeuti 
chaMcrhig Io Alice, so that slio might show that there wita nothing 
sttrious on llie minds of any of them. It need hardly l>o said that Alice 
at this time made uo appe^ io Gemge to join them. He followed them 
at their heels, with his hands behind his back, looking down upon the 
]iOYeineut and simply waiting upou their pleasure. 

” Do you know,” suid Kate, ” I have a very gifat nnnd to ran away P ” 

** U'hcrc do you want to run (o P ” 

''Well;—that wouldn’t much signify. Perhaps I’d go to tlio littlo 
lun at llniidttk. It’s a lonely place, where nobrjtly would hear of me,— 
and I should liavc the wutertall. I’m afraid they'd wuui to have their 
bill paid. Tliat would be the worst of it.” 

“ I3nt why run away just now ? 

” 1 won't, because you wouldn't like going Lome with George alone, 
and I suppose he’d be bound to look alter me, us lie’s doing now. X 
wonder what lie tliinks of having to walk over the bridge after ns girls. 

1 suppose he’d be in that place down tkciu‘drinking beer, if we weren't 
here.' 

If he wanted to go I dare say ho would, hi spite of us.” 

That's ungrateful of you, for I’m sure we've never been kept in a 
moment by bis fhiling us. But as 1 was saying, I do dread going homo. 
You are going to Joan Grey, which may be pleasant but I’m 

goiog—to Aunt Greenow.” 

It's your own cltoicc.” 

"No, itS not. I Iiavcn't any choice in the matter. Of course I 
might refuse to speak io Aunt Gmnow, and nobody could make me \— 
bnt pra^csllv 1 haven’t any choice in the matter. Fancy a monlli at 
Yarmouth with uo compodoabut such a woman os Uiat! ” 

'"1 shouldn't mind it. Aunt Grccnow always seems to me to bo a 
very good sort of womwit'' 
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** She may be a good woman, bat I most sa; I think she is of a bad 
sort. Yqu'tc never heard lit^r talk uboui lier husbjuid P • 

‘‘No, never; 1 think »1ic (lid cry a little the first day she case to 
Qiicon Anne Street, but tliai \t'asn*t uuiiatural." 

“ He wjis thirty years older tlinn herself.” 

‘‘Eut still he was her husband. And even if her tears are assumed, 
what <if timt ¥ AVlutt’s a woman to do P Of course »lio was wrong to 
marry him. She was twculy*Ave, and hod unlliing, while ho was sixty- 
IIVO, uiid was very rich. Accordiug to all accounts she made him a very 
good wife, uurl new liiat she's got oil his tnouey, yon wouldn't have lier 
go about laugluug within three mnnilia of bU death.” 

No) I wouldn't have her kngli; but neither would I have her cry. 
And slia's quite right to wear weeds; but she needn't be so very out* 
ragemus in tlie depth of her hems, or so very caridul thjit her caps aro 
becoming. Her eyes will be worn out by llieir double service. They 
arc always i^cd willi weeping, and yd she is n*ady every roinule with a 
full battery of c):ooulion for any nuiu that slie sees.” 

“Tlien why have you consented to go to Yarmouth with her t ” 

”Just l)ecuusc she has got forty thousand }K)unds. If Mr. Qrccnow 
bod left her with a hare muintcuauco 1 don't suppose I should ever have 
held out niy hand to her.” 

Then youVe us bad as she is.” 

“ Ouitc as badaud that's what makes me wont to run away, llut 
it isti t my own fiiult altogether. It's the fault of the world ut krge. 
Hoes 'imjtndy r.vcr droj) llieir rich relatives f When she proposed, to 
take me to Yanuuuth, wa.Hu't it natural that the squire should ask me to 
go P *Whcu 1 told Goor|^, wasn't it natund that lie should say, Oh, 
go by all means. Shea got forty thonsaiul poumls I ” One cau‘t 
pretend to bo wiser or better than one's relatives. And nflcr all, what 
can J expect from her money P ” 

” Ncllung, 1 should sav-'' 

“Not a imlfpctmy. Jrm neatly thirty and she is only forty, and of 
course she'll marry again. 1 will say of myself, too, that uo persoa 
living cares less for money.” 

“ I should think no one.’, 

“Yd one sticks to one's rich relatives. It's tlic way of the world.” 
Then she paused a nu>mcut ” But shuU I tell you, Alice, why 1 do 
stick to lier P Terhapa vou'U tkiuk the object os mean as though 1 
wanted her money myself.^* 

‘‘ Why is it P ” 

Because it is on the cards that she mav help George in his career . 

' I do not want moncr, but he may. And for such purposes as his, 1* 
thhxk it fair that ali the family should contribute. 1 feel a^re that he 
will make a name for himself m Parlhu^ut j and if I had my way I 
would spend every shilling of Vavasor money in putting him there. 
When I told the sooire so I thought he would nave eaten mo. I re;Jly 
did think bo would Itavo turned me out of the house.” 

"'Anti serve yon right too after what Lad happen^.” 

diflu't core. Let him tom me out. 1 was detorminod he should 
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kuow wliot I thought. He svore at me; aad tlicn he wan so unbapp? at 
whnt be ka4 done tliat bo came and kissed me thut niglti in my bed* 
room, and gave me a ten^pound note. Whut do ^ou tbmk 1 (iiti with 
it F 1 sent it as a ooutribuiiou to Uie neit chxtiou, and George lias it 
now locked up in a buz. Don’t yon tell him that I told you.” 

Then they stopped and leaned for a wliile oviu* the parapet of tlio 
bridge. ” Come uerc, George/’ said Kute; and slic made room for him 
between herself and Alice. ^‘Wouldu*! you like to be swimming down 
thcrii as those boys were doing wlicn we went out iuto tho balcony F 
The water looks so enticing.” 

cunT say 1 should;—unless it might bo a pleasant way of 
swimming into the next world.” 

” I should so like to feel myself going with the sti*cam,” said Kate; 
” (Kirtioularly by this light. 1 can’t fancy in llic least that 1 should he 
drowned.” 

” I c^ui't fancy anything c1sc>” said Alice. 

” It would Im so pleasant to feel the water gUduig along one's linibsi 
and to ])A carried nwuy lieudlotig,—kuuwiug timt you wave on tlio direct 
roud to lloltcrdum.” 

”Aud so arrive there without your clothes/’ said Gcorgo. 

”They would be brought after in a bout. Didn’t you see that thosi 
boys Imd n bout with tucinf But if 1 )iv<^ here, I’d never do it 
except by moonlight. Tiic water looks so clear aud bright now, ami tlio 
rushuig sound of it is so sort] The sea at Yarmouth won’t be uuy thing 
like thut I suppose.” 

Neither of tuum any k>ugcr answered her, and yet she went on talking 
about the river, and tfieir aunt, aud her prospects at Yarmouth. Neither 
)f tliem answered her, and yet it seemed that they had not a word to 
say to each other. But still they .stood there looking down upon the 
river, and cvciy now and then Kate’s vuico was to lie Kuard, preventing 
the feeling which might otherwise have arisen that their hearts were 
too full for speech. 

At last Alice seemed to sldvcr. There was a slight trembling in her 
arms, which George felt rather llioa saw, ” You are cold/’ he said. 

”No, indeed.” 

”If you are let us go in. 1 thought you sliivcred w'ltli the 
uight air.” 

wasn’t that. I was thiukiug of somctliiug. Don’t you ever 
tliink uf tilings that make yuu shiver F ” 

”Indeed I do, very often;—so often that I have to do my shiverings 
inwardly. Ollierwise peoV^e would think 1 had the ^by.” 

don’t mean things o' moment,” said Alice. ” Little bits of tilings 
make mo it;—periups a word that 1 said and ought not to Iiave said 
leu years ago ;'^the most ordinary little mbtakes, oven my own }»ast 
thoughts to fflysetf |bout the merest trifles. They arc id ways making 
me shinr.” 

” It’s not because yon have committed any murder, then.” 

” No: but it’s my cousoicnce all the same, 1 suppose.” 

Ab 1 I’m not so good oi you. 1 doubt it*s not my consoieneo at all. 
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When I think of a chance I’ve let go as I liaye tfaoosanda, then it is 
that I shiver. But as 1 icU jou^ I shiver iuwardlj. XVo been in one 
long sluver ever since we came out because of one chancf tlmt I let go 
bf. Come, we'll go in. 'We've to be up at Gve o'clock^ and now ira 
ereven. I'U do the rest of mj shivering m bed.'* 

" Arc JOM tircii^of being out t *' said ICntc^ when the otlicr two began 
to move. 

*'Not tired of being out^ but George reminds me that we liavc to bo 
up at live.” 

I wish George would hold his longue. We can't como to the bridge 
in Basle every night in our lives. 11* ouc found oneself at tlio top of 
Vtn afraid the first feeling would be one of (car lest ouo wouldn't 
be down in time to dress for dihucr. Are you awarci George, that the 
king of rivers ts rumiiug beuealU your feet, and that the moou is shiiung 
wiih A brilllaiico you never see at home P " 

1*11 slay licru all night if you'll put olT going to>morrovv/' said 
George. 

Uur money wouldn’t hold out/’ said Kale. 

''Don’t talk about Kiuai any more after that/’ said he. "but let’s go 
in to led." 

Tlicy walked across the bridge back to the hotel in the same manner 
os befui^Cj the two girls going together with the young man after them, 
au^l so limy went up the front stops of the liotcl, through the hall, and 
on to the stairs, llere George lianded Alice her caudle, and as he did 
so lie whispered a few words to her. " My shivering fit has to come 
said he, " and will lust me the whole night." She would have 
giveu much to have been able to answer him lightly, as though what he 
had said )iad meant nothing hut she couldn't do it; the light speech 
would not como to her. tShc wus conscious of all tlus, and ucut away 
to her own room witliout answering him at all. Here she sut down at 
the window looking out upon the nver till Kuto should join her. Their 
rooms opened through from one to the other, and she would not begin 
her packing till tier cousin should come. 

But Kate had gone with her brother, promising, os she did so, that 
she would be back in half a minute. T'liat half imnule was protracted 
beyond ludf m hour. "If you’ll take my advice," said Kate, at last, 
stwdihg up with her candle in her baud, ** you’ll ask her inj^lain words 
to give you another clionce. Do it to-morrow ut Strasbouig \ jouTl 
never have a better opportunity " 

And bid her throw John Grey over I" 

Don’t say anything about John Grey; leave her to settle that mat^ 
*. ter with herself. Believe me that she has quite courage enough 
to dispose of John Orey, if she has courage enough to accept your 
offer." • 

" Kale, you women never understand each other. If I wore to do that, 
all her most powerful feelings would he arrayed in arms against me. I 
must leave her to find out first that she wiahcs to be rid of her engage¬ 
ment." 

" She has found that out long ago. Do you think 1 don’t know what 
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&hc wishes t But if jou can't bring yourself to speak to hcri she'll 
mar^ him iu spite of ucr wishes/' 

Bring itysolf i Tre never been very slow in briuging myself to 
speak to anyone when there was need, it isn't very pleasant sometimes, 
but I do it| if 1 liiid occasion." 

** But surely it must be pleasant witli her You must be glad to find 
that slie still /oves you. lou still love her, 1 suppose " 

** Upon my word I don't know." 

" Don't provoke me, George. I'm moving heaven and carili to bring 
you two together; but if 1 £di/t think you loved her, I'd go to her at 
once and bid her never sue you again." 

" Upon my word, Kate, 1 sometimes tluuk it would bo better if you’d 
leave heuven aud earth alone." * 

** Then I will. But of all bumau beings, surely you’ro the most 
uiigral eful." 

Why shouhlu't she umrry John Grey if sho likes bun ?" 

" Jlul she doesn't like liim. Aud I Imte him. X bate the soux^d o( 
liis voice, aud the turn of tiis eye, and tliat slow, steady movenieut of 
his^as though he was always lictLiuking himself that he wouldn't wear 
out his clothes/' 

" 1 don't see that your haling him ought to have anvUiing to do 
with it." 

"If you're going to preach morals, 111 leave you. It's ibo darling 
wish of my heart that she should be your wife. If you ever loved any* 
body—ana 1 sometimes doubt whether you ever did-—but if you did« 
you loved her." 

" Did and do arc different llniigs." 

" Very well, George; thcnl have done. It has been tbe same in 
every twist aud turn of my life. In cverjUiiug that 1 have striven to 
do for you, you have thrown yourself over, in order that I might bo 
thrown over too. But 1 believe you say this mci*c!y to vex me.'^ 

" Upon my word, Kate, 1 thiuK you'd better go to bed." 

" But not till I've told her cvcrjlhing. 1 won't leave her to be dc» 
ceived and ill used again." 

" Who is ill osing her now P Is it not the worst of ill usage, trying 
to separate her from that man t " 

" 1 ^ 0 ; if 1 thought so, 1 would Itave no baud in doing it. She would 
Oc miserable with him, and make biiu miserable as wxll. She docs not 
really love him. He loves her, but I’ve nothing to do with that. It's 
notbiQg to me if he breaks his heart." 

" 1 shall break mine if you don't let me go to bed." 

With that she went away aud hurried along the corridor, till sIjc came 
to her cousin's room. She found Alice still seated* at the window, or 
rather kne^g on the chair, with her bead oat through tiic laltice. 
^ Why, you laaj creature," said Kate; " 1 declare you haven’t touched 
a tbixtt/^ 

" \o\\ said we'd do it together." 

" But he hu kept me. Ob, what a man he is 1 If ho ever does get 
mairiedt what will his wi& do with him f" 
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** L doi\*t think lie cTcr aaid Alice. 

youP 1 dure say you nuclerataod him better than I do. 
SomuUmcs 1 think lliat the only Ibiog wanting to make hilb thoraughly 
gfioch is tt wife, liut it isii^t crery womaa that would do for him. And 
die w/anan who nmrricb him sliould luivc high courage. There arc n*iO« 
nuiits with liiiii wlicn ho is very wild; but ho never is cruel and never 
liavd. Is Mr. Grey ever hard P ” 

” Never;—nor yet wild.” 

Oh, ceitninly not that. l*m quite sure he*B never wild.” 

** Wiimi you say that, Kate, I know that you mean to abase him.’* 
No; U{Miu tny word. M'liat'e the good of abusing him to you P 1 
like u man to bo wild—wild in my sciiso. You knew that heforo/' 

” I wumler whether you'd like a wild mau for yourself ? ” 

”Ah! tliut*8 a quesiton i'vc never asked myself. IVo been often 
curious to consider ulmi sort of husband would suit von, hut I've Imd 
Tory few tliouglils aliout a InislKUid for myself. The truth is, Tm 

married to George. Kver since-” 

*• Ever since what P ” 

” bince you ami he were parted, I’ve had notliiug to do in life but to 
stick to him. Ajid I sliull do so to the cad—unless one thlug sliould 
oaiipcu.” 

••And what's that P ” 

” Unless you should become hU wife after all. He’ll never marry 
any body else.” 

” Kale, you sliouldu’t allude to such a tliiug uow. You know that 
il*s impossible.” 

•* Well i perhaps so. As far as I’m eonccrord, it is all the better for 
me. If George ever tuarried, I should have nothing to do iulhe world * 
^lilemlty nothing—^nothing—nothing—noUiing! ” 

" Kale, don’t talk m (but way,” *and Alice came up to her and ear' 
braced her. 

•* Go awuy,” said she. •• Go, Alice; you and I must part. T cannot 
bear it any longer. You must know it all. When you are married to 
John Urey, our friendship must be over. Tf you became George’s wife 
1 siiouid necomc nobody. I’ve nothing else iu the world. You oud ho 
voidd be so ulbsuilicicut for eacfi other, that I should drop away from 
you like an old garincut. But I’d give up all, everythiug, every hope I 
Lave, to sc^c YOU become George’s wife. 1 know my self not to oc good. 
1 know niysdf to be very bod, and yet I care nothing for myself. Bon’t 
Alice, don’t; 1 don't waul your caresses. Caress him, and I’ll kneel at 
y{>ur feet, and cover them with kisses.” She had now thrown herself 
u]ioa a sofa, aud had turned her fo^c away to the wall 

** Kate, you aliouldii’t speak in that way.’* * 

•• Of course I shouldn’t—but 1 do.” • 

•• You, who know everything, must know that I cannot marry your 
broilier—even if he wished it.” 

••He does wish it.” 

••Not though I were under no other engagement.” 

•• And why notP” said Koto, again startuig up. ••What is there to 
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fcparate you from Gcor^ uowj Lut t)mt unfortunate affair, iliut will end 
In the miscrj^of you all? Do you lliink 1 can’t see? Don’t I know 
wliich of the Two men you like best **. 

Vou arc making me sorry, Kate, that 1 have ventured to come here 
in your brother’s conpiuiy. It is not only unkind of you to talk to me 
in tliis way, but worse than tUat-^ii is iuuclicato/^ 

Oh, indelicate 1 Ilow 1 do liate Unit word. If any word in the lan¬ 
guage reminds me of a whited sepulchre it is tliat all clean and nohsbed 

outside u*i(h fJlli and rottenness within. Arc your ihouglita aclicalc? 
Ibut’s the Uiing. You are engaged to marry JoLu Grey. That may be 
delicate rnougb if you love Inm truly, uud feel yourself fitted to be bis 
wife; but it’s about the most indelicate thipg you can do, if you love any 
one better timn him. Delicacy with many women is like Uieir clcoiiliuess. 
^'otliing can be nicer tbmi the whole outside get up, but you wouldn’t 
wish to answer for aiiyiliitig bencutii.” 
ir you Ibiuk ill of me hkn Ibat—** 

^'No; i dou't Uiiuk ill of you. Iluw cm I think ill of you when I 
know IbiA all your dilUeuUics Imve come from him i It ka.sn*t been your 
fault; it has l)ecu bis througliont. It is bo wlio has driven you to 
sacrifice y(mr.<clf on iliis altar. If we can, both of us, manage to lay 
aside all delicacy aud pretence, ajid dure to speak tlio trutli, we shall 
acknowledge that it \a so. Had Mr. Urey come to you whilu tilings 
wore smooth bclwccu you and George, would you have thought it 

E nssibic tliut he could be George's nvul ui your esthuutiou. it is 
[yperion to a Satyr/* 

“ And which is the Satyr ? ” 

^*ril leave your heart to tell you. You know wlmt is the durlmg 
wish of niy heart. But, Alice, if I thought that Mr. Grey was to you 
Uypcrioo,*-^ir X thouglit that you could marry liim with that sort of 
worshipping, idolatrous love winch' makes a girl proud as well us 
Lannj m iier marriage, I w*ouldji't raise a little linger to rircvcut it.*' 

To this Alice nmclc uo answer, and then Kate allowed the njatter to 
drop. Alice made uo answer, though she felt that she was allowing Judg¬ 
ment to go against her by default iu not doing so. She had intended to light 
bravely, ana to have iimiulaincd the excellence of her present position 
as the affianced bride of Mr. Grey, but she felt that she nod failed. She 
felt tliat she had, in some sort, acknowledged that the match was one to 
be deploredthat her words iu her own defence would by uo means 
have satisfied Mr. Grey, if Mr. Grey could have beard them;—that they 
would have induced uim to oiler her buck her troth rather than have 
made him happy as a lover. But she had nothing further to say. She 
could do something. She would hurry home aud bid him name the 
earliest day he pleased. Afte.* that her cousin would cease to disturb 
her iu her career. 

It was nearly one o’clock before (he two girls began to prepare for 
their morning start, aud Alice, when they had finiuied tbeir packing, 
teemed to be worn out with fatigue. ** If you art Ured, dear, wc’U put 
it off,” said Kate. Not for worlds,” said Alice. For half a word 
ve’U do it,” coatinoed Kate* ” I’U alip out to Geoi|e and tell him. 
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and there's nothing heM liko so much/’ But Alice would not con* 
sunt. « 

About two they got iuio bodj and punctually at six they were at the 
rulhva^ Ktu1i<ju. “ i>uu*t speuk to me,'' said Gcon^% when ho DJOt tlieni 
at their dmr in the jHUisiigc. ** 1 shall onl? yuwu in ynur face.** How- 
rvcr> they were in tune, —which means ahroud that they were ut tho 
atatiiin huif un hour before their tram started^—aud they went on upon 
their jciurjuj lo Slnk&lMiui‘g. 

I'heit; is iKiiliing further to bo tohl of tlioir lour. They were hut two 
days ujid iiiglils on Uicrojul from Basle to London; aiul during those 
two days and iiigids neither George nor Kale spoke a word lo Alice of 
her marriage^ nor was tiny allusion made to the balcony at the inn, or 
to the bridge over the river. 


CUABTliH VII. 

AtKt ouexKovr. 

Kat£ VAVisoa remained only three days In London before siie 
started for Yarmouth; and iluriiig those three days she wits not mucli 
a itii lier cousin. ** Tm my uuiit’s, body aud soul, for the next six 
weeks/* she said to AlicCi when site did come to Queen Anne Street on 
tho luuiitiDg aitcr her arrival. ** And she is cxigeani in a manner 1 can't 
At all explain to you. You mustu't be suqwiscd it 1 don't even write a 
line. I've escaped by stealth now. She went up stairs to try on some 
new weeds fur the sea-side, aud then 1 bolted.** Slic did not say a word 
about George; nor during those three days, nor for some days after¬ 
wards did Ororge show Imnsolf. As it turned out afterwards, he had 
gone oil' to Scotland, aud had remained a week amoug tlie grouse. Thus, 
at least, he had aecounird for hinisdf and his niovcmeuts; but all 
George Vavasor’s friends kucw tlmt bis goings out and comings in were 
seldom accounted for openly like tliose of other men. 

It will perliups be us well to say a few words about Mrs. GreenoW 
before we gu with her to YormoutL Mrs. Grceuow was the only 
daughter aud (he youngest child of the old squire at Vavasor IloU. &be 
was just ten years younger than her brother Jolin, aud I am inclined to 
. tbinx that she was almost jusiiHed in her repeated assertion that the 
difference was much greater timu ten Years, by the fresbuesa ef her 
colour, and bv the geuertd juveuility of bee appeoraucc. ^be ooriaioly 
did not look forty, and who caiv expect a woman to proclaim berself to 
be older than her looks P In early life she had been taken from her 
father's house, and hod lived with relatives in one of the large towns in 
the noHh of Eugluiid. It is cciiaiu she bad not been ouite successfol 
as a girl. Though sue hud eujrtycd the name of being a ocauty, she had 
not tuG usual success which comes from such repute. At thUty-fou 
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site \ras still unmarried. She Lad, niorcoynr, acquired the cliaracfer of 
bciug a flirt; %ud £ fi^ar that the stories which were told of her, iliou^^h 
doubtless more tlmu lioif false, luul in llicm suiSclcut of truth to justify 
the character. Now this was yetj sail, seeing that Arubrlla Vuvusor 
)iad uo lortuuc, and that she hod uncuded Iter lutlicr mid brotliers bj 
di.ciijiiog to coinpl; witli tijcir advice at ecrtuiii periods of her carm*. 
There was,.indeed, considerable trouble in the minds of tbu various 
male Vavasors wi(h rcfereuce to Arabella, when tidings suddenly 
reached the Hall that slic was going to be married to an old itiau. 

She wus married to the old mau; and the marriage fotlunatclv turned 
out sutisfuctorily, at any rate for the old man aud for her fumity. The 
Vavasors were relieved from all further titmblc, uud were as much sur- 
priik^d ns gratillod when liter heard that she did her duty well in her 
new poaitum. At'abella hud long been a thorn in their sides never having 
I'cally done anything which they could ]ironounco to be absolutely 
witjug, but always giving them cause for fear. Now they feared uo 
longer Her husband was a retired mcrchaut, very rich, not very 
strong in health, and devoted to his bride. Humours soon jiiude lliinr 
way to Vavusor Hall, and to Qnceu Anne Street, tlnit Mrs. Qrumiow 
was quite a pattern wife, and that Mr. Grccuowj^ousidercd lumacif to 
be the happiest old mau in Lancashire. And now in her pro^iperlty she 
quite forgave the former slights wliioli had been put u]>ou her by her re* 
lativcs. She wrote to her dear niece Alice, aud to her dearest nii^ce 
Kate, and sent little presents to her father. On one occasion slie took 
her Imsband to Vavasor Hall, and tliere was a regular renewal of all * 
the old family feelings. AmbeUa^s husband was an old mau, and wus 
very old for his age; but iho whole tiiiug was quite respcctal’U^, and 
there was, at any rate, no doubt about tbe inoucy. Tlicu Mr. Grccnow 
died; aud the widow, haviug proved the will, came up to Loudou and 
claimed the commiseratioa of tier meces. 

Why not go to Yarmoutb wiili her for a montb P ” George had said 
to Kate. course it will be a bore. But an auut wilh forty thou¬ 
sand pounds bus a viglit to cloiiu attention.*^ Kate ackuowiedged the 
truth of the argument, and agreed to go to Yarmouth for a uumth. 

** Your aunt Aral^Ila has sliown herself to be a very soosiblo woman,’* 
the old squire had written; ^*much more sensible than anybody thought 
her before her marriage. Of course you should go with her if she asks 
yon.*’ What auut, uncle, or cousin, io the uncontixflled possession of 
forty thousand pounds, was ever unpopular in tlie family ? 

larmouth is not a very prcpossessiiur place to the eye. To my eye, 
any rate, it is not so. Tnere is an ofd town with which summer visb 
tors hare little or nothing to do; and there are tbe new houses doun 
by the sea-sfde, io whicli, at any rate, belongs the full advantage of sea 
air. A kind of e^lanade runs for nearly a mile along the sands, aad 
there are built, or in the course of building, rows of houses appropriated 
to summer visitors uU looking out upon ue sea. There is no beauty 
unless Ibo yellow sandy sea can be called b^utifu!. Tbe coast is low 
and straight, and the* cast wind blows full upon it. But the phicc is 
bealiby; aud Mrs. Greunow was probably right in thinking tfwl she 
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ILAk. some }>orti(>u of llic licaltU wliich sho Lad loU it 
walcliiii^ beside the couch of her dcpurtin;; lord. 

“ Ojunihus ;-~ao, iudacd. Jcaiuirltr, get mo a fly.” These were the 
first Mi'll, (imruow siiole ns she put her foot upoa the jtinl form 
at the Yarnuiuth Htntion. llcr maid's immo was Jcimy i but Kate had 
slroorl)' fouuil, soniov^hut to her disiuet, that ordci'S hud been issued be¬ 
fore they lelt Iioudoa (hat the girl \fa.« henceforth to he called Jean¬ 
nette. Kntc lukd also already found that her aunt could he imperious; 
but this labile for lunstndom had imislumn Ilstdf so plainly in London 
as it dill fioin the inoincut tiuit the (rain hud left the station ut Sliore- 
diteli. ]n London Mrs. Cireniow had liocn among Londoners, and her 
carrev had hitherto hcen ni'ovluciitl. Her spirit, no doubt, hud been soino- 
wliut cowed by the novelty of her position. Uut when she felt limelf 
to be >mec Ix^oud the stones, :is ilic saying used to be, slm was horself 
acaiii; and at Ipswich she hud ordered Joniuicito to get he; a ghms of 
sherry w'illi un air wlilch Lad created a good deni of utlcntiou among 
the guards and porters. 

The tlr was jiroenrcd; ami with cousidcrahle exertion all Mrs. 
Greonow^s boxes, together with the more modcrute belongings of her 
niece and maid, were slowed on the top of it, roujid upon the driver’s 
body on the couch-box, un the inaidV lap, and 1 fear in Kate’s also, and 
ujmn tlic raconl scot. 

” Tlic krgo house in Mou<i>clier Parade,” said Mrs. Grecnow, 

They is all largo, Ma’am,said Uic driver. 

” The largest,” said Mrs. Gi\‘euow. ^ 

They arc much of a nuiehness,” said tlic driver. 

^^Tlicn Mrs. JoursV' said Mrs. Grecuow. '*But I was particularly 
told it w as lljc largest in tlic ixw.” 

know Mrs. Joucs’s well,” auid the driver, and away they went. 

Mrs. Jones's Imusc woa luiudsome and comfortable; but 1 fear Mi'S. 
Greenow's sutisfactiou in Ihia respect was iiupuired by her disappoinU 
meut in finding that it was not ]>crccptibly bigger than those to the 
rigid and left of lier. Her omhitiou in ibis and in otlier similar mutters 
w ould have amused Kale greatly had she been a bystander, and not one 
of her aunt’b partMrs. Grcx;ur>w wus good-natured, liberal, and not 
by nature selluli; but she was determined not to waste the good things 
whicli fortune had giveu, and desired that all Uic world should see that 
she had forty Ibousand pounds of her own. And in doing this she wua 
repressed by no feeling of f^c sbauie. Slic uever hesitated in her de¬ 
mands tlirough bashfubicss. She colled aloud for such comfort and 
H grandeur as Yuruioutb could afford hcr» ond was well pleased that all 
around should hear Iier culling. Joined to all this was her uneontroUed 
grief for her husband's death. ^ 

Dear Greenow! sweet lamb 1 Ob, Xule, if you’d on^ known that 
man! ” *^Vheii she said this she was aittuig in tne best of Mrs. Jones’s 
sitting rooms, wailing to have dinner anuounecd. She had taken a 
dAwmg-rooni and <iiuing-room, ** because,” as she hud said, ^she didn’t 
see why people should be stuff} when they went to Ibo sea-sidenot 
if they bad maims to make themselves cojnfortable.” 
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'* Oil, Kate, I do wiali youM known him! ” 

I wish 1 iftd/* said Kate,—Tcry untruly. I was uufortuna*5lj away 
when he went to Vavusor ilAU ” 

*'i\h, yes; but it wus at liomu, in the domeslio circle, that Grornow 
should hare been seen to be Appieciatcd. I was a happy w oman, Ku(.c, 
while (hat lusted.” And Kate wus surprised to see that real tears—one 
or two on each side—were making tlmir way down her uuut^s cliceks. 
But thoY were soon cliecked with a hmidkcrchief of the broadest liem 
anil of the tujcAt cambrie. 

Dinner, Ma^um,” said Jcniinclte, 0 |>cniiig llie door. 

JeunucLte, 1 told you ahvaya to say that dinner \m serred.” 

'*DIuncr*s served, then,” said Juanneitv in a tone of anger. 

” Come, Kate,” said licr aunt. “ I’ve but little mi|mtilc myself, but 
there’s no reason you slionidu't cat your dinner. 1 8[>ccia11y wrote to 
Mrs. Joucs to have some sweetbread. I do hone she’s got a decent 
ccHik. It’s very little 1 eat myself, but I uo like to seo tliiugs 
nice.” 

Tim next day was Sunday; and it was beautiful to see liow }Irs. 
Grccnow went to church ia all the glory of widowhood. There had 
been a great unpacking after that banqiiet on the sweetbread, and all 
her funereal millinery hod been displayed before Kale’s wondering 0 } 0 s. 
The charm of the woman was in Uiis,—that she was not in tljo hmst 
ashamed of anyllung that she did. She tamed over all her wardrobe of 
mourning, showing the richness of each article, tlio frtliTucss of (he 
crape, the fmcncss of the cambric, Die bread I h of the frills,—telling the 
price of each to a shilling, while she explained how the whole hod boon 
amassed without any consideration of expense. Tlda slio did with alJ 
tlie pride of a young bride wiica slic shows llie glories of her troussi^au 
to the friend of her bosom. Jeauuettc stood by the while, ranoving 
one thing and exhibiting another. Now and ^aiu through tiio por« 
fonaance, Mrs. Grccnow would rest a while from her employment, and 
address the shade of the departed one in terms of most cndHuriug ulTeo* 
tiou. In the midst of this.Mrs. Jones came in i but the widow was not 
a wbit abashed by the presence of the. stranger. ^^I'caco l>c to liU 
manes! ” she said at last, as she carefully folded, up a huge Iilack crape 
muutilla. She made, however, but one syllable of the olassieul word, 
and Mrs. Jouea ilmiight that her lodger had addressed herself to iiie 
mortal remains ” of her deceased lord. 

**IIc bos left her uncommon well oil, I Bqppoae,” said Mrs. Jones to 
Jeannette. 

You may Bay that, Ma’am. It’s more nor a hundred thousand of 
pounds 1 ” 

«No!” . 

*• Founds of sterling, Ma’am I Indeed it is ;-^o my knowledge.’* 

** Why don’t she hare a carriage t ” 

she do;—but a lady can't bring her carriage down to the sea 
when she's only just buried her husband, as one may say. ^liat’d folks 
8^' if they saw her in her own carriage f But it ain't because she can’t 
alford U> Mrs. Jones. And now we’re talking of it tou must order a 
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f\y for cliurcii la-ninmw> tliatll look priyatc, you kubw. Slic said I 
NVU9 to get n mail Uiat had u Hvcry coat oud glovca/* e 

The man with the coat uiid glovcawos procured; and Mrs. Oreo now’s 
cutrj into church made quite a sensation. There was a thoughtfulness 
about her which alone showed that she was a woman of no ordinary 
power. She foresaw all necca^uties, and made prorision for all emer¬ 
gencies. Anolher would not have secured an eligible sitting, and been 
at home in Varmouth churchy till half the period of her soioum there 
was over. But Mi's. Grcciiow liad done it all. She wnllccd up the 
middle aisle with os mucli self-possession as though tho cnaaocl 
had belonged to her family for years; and the respeotable pew-opener 
absoiuUdy deserted two or ilu'iw old ladies wliom alic was attend iug> to 
show Mrs. Orcenow into ber scat. Wlicu scaled, sbo was the cynosure 
of uU eyes. Kate Vavasor became immediately aware that a great sen¬ 
sation hud been occasioued by their entrance, and equally aware tlmt 
none of it was due to lior. I regret to say that this feeliuc continued 
to show itself throughout the whole service. liow many ladies of forty 
go to oliurch without attracting the least attention ! But it is hardly 
ton much to say that every {icrsou in that church had looked at Mrs. 
Greenow. I doubt if there was present there a single married lady wlio, 
ou leaving the bnihilng, did not speak to her husband of the widow. 
There had prevailed during the whole two hours a general though ua- 
expressed couvictiou that something worthy of remark had happened 
that morning. It had an elTcot even upon the curate’s reading; aad the 
hicunibonti wliile preaching his sennou, could not keep his eyes off that 
wondei'ful boiiuct and veil. 

On tho next morning, before elcrcn, Mrs. Greonow’s name was put 
down ut the Assembly Kcxim. I need Imnlly say ilmt in my present 
condition 1 care uotlnng for these tkiags. Of course X would sooner be 
alouc. But, niy dear Kate, I know wliat I owe to you.’’ 

Kate, with less intcUigcucc than might have been expected from one 
so clever, began to ussui'c her aunt that she required no society; and 
that, coming thus with her to the sea-side in the early days of her 
widowhood, she had been well awaie Uiat they would live retired. But 
Mrs. Greenow soon put licr down, and did so without tlie slightest feel¬ 
ing of shame or annoyance on her own part. ** My dear,” she said, '*in 
this matter you must let me do what i know to be right. I should 
consider myself to be very selfish if 1 allowed my grief to iaterferc with 
your amuse meats.” ^ 

** But, aunt, I don’t care for suen amosements?' 

^ ^^Tlmt’s nonseuac, my dear. You ought to care for them. How are 
you to settle yourself in life if you don’t care for them f ” 

*'My dear auat, 1 am settled.’’ 

** Settled I ” said Mrs. Greenow, astounded, as though there must 
bave ^en some hidden marriage of which she had not heard. *'But 
that’s nonsense. Of course you’re not settled; and how are you to be, 
if 1 allow you to shut yoursw up in such a pla^ as this,-^just where a 
girt has a chance P ” 

It was ilk vain that Kate tried to stop her. It was not easy to step 
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Mrs. Qrccuow when &.e was supported b/ the full assurance of bc:ing 
luisircss of the place and of iUc occasion. my dour; 1 know 

very woU what 1 owe to you, and 1 sludl do my duty. As I md 
before, society cun have no charms now for such a one os 1 am. 
All tliat social intercourse could ever do for mo lies buried in iMy 
(hirling's grave. My heart is desolate, and must roniuiu so. lUii 
I’m not goiug to immolate you on the altars of my grief. 1 sliall 
force injsclf to go out for your sake, Kate.’' 

dear auut, the world will think it so odd,* just at prcscuL’’ 
** 1 don’t care twopence for the world. VV hat cau the world do 
to me? I’m not dependent on the world,—thunks to tlio care of 
that sainted lamb.. 1 can hold my own 4 and as long as 1 can do 
that the world won’t hurt mo. ^o, Rute, if I thijtk a ihiiig’i right 
I shall do it. 1 mean to make the phice pleasant to you if I cuu, 
and Uie world nmy object if it likes. ’ 

Mrs. Oreenow was probably right in her upprcolutiou of the value 
of her iudepcndoiicc. Item arks may per Imps have been made by 
tile world of Yannoutli as to her early return to society. Vcoiiie, 
no doubt, did remind each other that old Grecnow was Lordly yet 
font mouths buried. Mrs. Jones and Jeannette probably hud their 
little jukes down stairs. But this did nut hurt Mrs. Greenuw. Whui 
was said, wus not said in her hearing. Mrs. Jones’s bills were paid 
every Saturday with admirablo punctuality ; and as long as this was 
done everybody about the house trratca the lady with that defer* 
cnee whicu was due to the respectability of her pobsessions. 'Wiieu 
a recently bereaved widow attempts to enjoy her fi'ccdoui without 
money, theu it behoves the world to speak aloud and tlie world 
docs Us duty. 

Numerous people came to call at Montpelier Parade, and Kate was 
astouLshed to (iiiu that her aunt had so many friends. Sliu was indeed 
so bewildered by these strangers that she could hardly ascciluin whom 
her aunt hud redly known before, and whom siic now saw fur ilic lirst 
time. Somebody luid known sonu^body who had known somebody else, 
and that was allowed to be a sullicicnt introduction,—always presuming 
that the existing somebody was backed by some known advuutagcs of 
money or position. Mrs. Urecucw could smile from beucath her widow's 
cup in a most bewitching way.' “Upon niy word theu she is rruliy 
Laudsome/’ Kate wrote one day to Alice. But she could also J'rowjj, 
and knew well how to put aside, or, if need be, to reprobate any attempt 
at familiarity from those whose worldly circumstances were supposed 10 
be disadvantageous. 

“My dear aunt,” said Kate, one morning after their walk upon the 
pier, “ how jqji did snub that Captain Bel^d I 
“Captun Bellfleld, indeed! 1 don’t believe he’s a oaptaid at all. At 
any rate he has sold out, and the tradesmen have had a scramble for tl>e 
mouey. He waa only a lieutenant when the S7tb were in Manebester, 
and rm sure he’s never had a shilliag to purehase since that.” 

“But eveiybcdj here seems to know bun.” 

“Perhaps they do not know so much of him m I do. The idea of 

d 
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lUB bamg tho iropudcDCo to tell me I wu lookiog Tcry well! Kotliing 
Oiii be BO menu hb men wlio go about m tliat way v/ho\^ they bavcQ^ 
Tuoucy enough iu their pockets to pay their waslierwouieu.’’ 

itut how do you kuow^ auut, tli^ Capluin Bclllield hasn't paid Jis 
washerwomtuiy” 

** I know more titan you thizik, my dear. It's my business, llov 
oould 1 tell whoso attentions you should reccirc and whose you 
sliouldn’t} if J diJn'l inqiiiro into these things ? ” 

It wus iu vain tltui Kate n^belled, or Atlcinptc^ to rebel agauist this 
more thuu inaicmal enre. Bite told her auut tliut she was now ncarW 
tliirly, and that site hiul mauai^ licr own aOkirs, at any rale with 
sal'ety, for the lost ten years ;^out it was to no purpose. Kate would 
got angry \ but Mrs. (ircetiow never became uitery. Kale would be quite 
ixi oaruest; but Mrs. Grccnow would push aside all that )icr nteoo said 
as though it were worth notiiuig. Kate was uu uumurried woman with 
a very siimll fortune, aud therefore, of course, w'as desirous of being 
married with as little delay as possible. It was uatund that she alioulu 
deny that it was so, especially at this early date in their mutual ao* 

a uruutaiico. W'heu the niece came to know her aunt more intimatelyi 
lore might hocoufldouce bclwceu them, mid then they would do belter. 
But Mrs. Gn^ojiow would spare neither hei'scif uor her purse on Kate's 
behalf, and she would be a dragon of watchful nm in protecting Iter 
from the evil desires of such useless nicti ua Captain BcUHold. 

** J declare, Kate, 1 don't understuud you," she said one morning to 
her niece as they sat together over a laic breakfast. They hod ll^u 
into luxurious imbits, and I am afnud it was past ctevra o'clock, 
ultlimigU the breakfast things were still ou the table. Kate would 
usually but lie before breakfust, but Mrs. Grccnow was never out of lier 
room till liuJf'pasL ten. **1 like the morning for couleiuplation/'she 
once smd. When a womaji lias gone through oil that I linvc suiTored 
she lias a great deal to tliiuk of." '' Audit is so much moi^c comfortabio 
to be A-tlunkiug when one’s in bed," said Jeannette, who wiis prcsent 
at the time. Child, hold your tongue," said the widow. "Yes, 
Mu'ain," Haid Jeannette. But we will return to the scene at llic break* 
fast table. 

" \\ Imt don’t you understand, aunt? " 

" You only danced twice last night, and once you stood up willi 
Captniu Bdllicld." 

**Uii purpose to ask alter that poor woman who woslics his clothes 
without getting paid for it." 

"Isonsensc, Kale; you didn’t ask him anything of tho kind, Tm 
sure, it's very provoluQg. It ia indeed." 

" But M hat harm cuu Captain Bcillicid do mo f" 

"'nimt ^ood can he do you? That's tho question. ^*ou see, my 
dear, ycai's will go by. 1 donT mean to say you aiu't quite os youug 
as ever you were, and noihiug can he zncer auu fresbor than you ate j— 
eepeciaiU since you took to buthing." 

" Oh, aunt, don’t 1 ” 

My dear, the truth must be spoken. 1 declare 1 don" hiuk J ever 
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saw a young woman so iinprovideni as you arc. ^Vhcn ran you t.o begin 
to tliiuk ahout^getting umrried if you elan^t ilo it now f 

ahall never begin to think about it tilt I b\iy my wcddaig 
clolbcs.'^ 

That's nouscuflc—sheer nonsense. How arc you to get wcthlinn 
olotlies if Tou have never tliought about getting a husbumi f Didn't I 
see Mr. Clicesaoi*c ask you to daixcc lost oiglit i " 

Yes, be did; while you were talking to Captuin BidlOuld yourself, 
aunt/' 

Captain Bcllllcld can't burt mo, my dear. And wby diclu’t you 
dance with Mr. Clicesucre t " 

^'Ile's a fat Norfolk furnier, with not aiv idea beyond tic virtues of 
stuli^fecding." 

“ My dear, every acre of it is bis own Inud,—every ncro! Ami 
be bought uuotber farm for fbirtoen ihouaanu pounds only last 
autumn. They're belter than Die 8quii*cs,*^somc of Ibusc geullcmcn 
formers; tlicy ore, indeed. Aud of all nioa in the world tbcy'i'c the 
easiest managed/' 

'‘That's u recommendation, no doubt/' 

"Of course it is;—a grud recommendation" 

Mrs. Grccuow had no idea of jokiug wheu her miud was inleni 
ou serious things. He's to take us to the picnic to-inonuw, mid 1 
do hope yem'U irmnagn to him sit beside you. It'll he Die pluco 
of honour, because ho gives all the i^iuc. lie's picked up with Dial 
iiuui Jkllliuld, and he’s to be Dicrc; but if you allow your name to be 
oucc mixed up with Ills, it will be all over with you as far as Yuriuouth 
U conccnird.'* 

"1 dou't at all want to he mixed up with Capiuiu IkllCcld. you 
call it," said Kate. Then she suWuled into lier novel, wliilo Mi's. 
Grccuow busied hei'sclf about the good things for the picnic, in truth, 
the aunt did not understand the niece. VVliatsoevor niiglit be the faults 
of Kate Vavasor, an uumnidetily desire of catching a husband for her* 
self was ccitainly not one of them* 



CHAPTER Tin. 

Hju cunnsAcna. 

YAmiouTa^is not a happy place for a picnic. A picnic should lie 
held among green things. Green turf is abwlutclj an (^sscutiul. Tlivru 
should be trees, bn>ken ground, small paths, thickets, ami hidden re- 
cesses. There sluiuld, ii possible, bo rocks, old timber, finoss aud 
brambles. Tbsre should certainly be bills and dales, s small sesic, 
and, above, all, there should be ronniog water, 'ilierc should bo no ex* 
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panse* Jonee sliould nol be able to sec all Orcoiie’s lu^temeuts^ nof 
sbould Augusta ul\va>s have licr eye upon her sister 3uuc. But the 
spot chosen (or Mr. Obcesocrc's picuic at Yanucnilh hud none of the 
virtues above described. It was on the sca^slioro. Nothing was visible 
from the site but sand and sea. Hierc were no trees there and uothing 
green ;^ueitlicr wus there any running water. But there was a long, 
flat strand; tlicrc was an old boat iialf turned over, under which it 
was proposed to dine; luid in udditiou to this, beuclies, boaids, nud 
some aniount of eunvoa for shelter were provided by the liberality of Mr 
Ciir^^Hacru. Thci'cforc it was called Mr. Cliecsacru*s picnic. 

But it was to be u marine picnic, and there to re tiic osseutlal aitri* 
butes (jf other picnics were not required. TliC idea had come from some 
boating expeditious, in which mackerel hud been caught, and during 
which food liad been eat<*n, not altogether cr>n)fortably, in the bouts. 
Then u thought had suggested itself to Captain Bellfleld that they 
might land and eat their food, and his friend Mr. Choesacrc had pro* 
mised his substunlial aid. A lady liad surmised tliut Ovincsby sands 
would be tho very pluee for dancing in the cool of the evening. They 
might dance on the simd/* she said, aud yet no footing seeu.’^ And 
80 the thing had progrened, and the picuic neuii iiiuugnrakd. 

It w'as Mr. Chcesuere’s picnic undoubtedly. Mr. Cheesucrc was to 
su[)uly tlic bouts, the wine, the cigm*s, tbe music, and tho car pouter's 
.worn necessary for the turning of tne old bout into a banqueting aoioon. 
But Mrs. Urecuow liad proimsed to provide tho eatables, aud enjoyed 
a.*) much of the ^clui us the muster of the festival. Shu had 
know n Mr. Ghccsncrc now for ten days and was (|ullc intimate with 
biin. lie w*ns a stout, florid man, of about forty*fivc, a bacljulor, uppa- 
reully much attached to ladies’ KKUetj, bearing no sign of age except 
tlmt lie w as ratlier bald, and that grey luurs had mixed themselves willi 
his whiskers, very fond of bis farming, and yet somewhat asliamed of it 
when he louud hunsclf in what he considered to be polite circles. And 
ho was, moreover, a little inclined to seek tlic Lnuoui whicli comes from 
a wolldillcd and liberally-oicncd purse, lie liked to give a mau a dinner 
and thou to boost of the duiner he had given, llo was very proud 
when he could talk of having mounted, for a day's liuuling, miy man 
who might be supposed to ^ of higher rank than himscU; ^'1 had 
Grimsby with me the other day,—the sou of old Grimsby of Uatherw*ick| 

i 'ou know. Blessed if be didn’t stake my bay mare. But what matters V 
. mounted him again the next day just Uic same.” Some peo}4c thought 
he wos soft, for it was very well known throughout Norlblk tliat young 
Grimsby would lake a mount whererer he eoiud get it. In these days 
!^8. Ureenow had become intimate with Mr. Cheesacre, and had alreaay 
learned that he was the undoubted owner of his own acres. 

** It wouldn’t do for tne,” sbe had said to him, “to be nutting mjseli 
forward, as if I were giving a party myself, or anything ot that iorl|-^ 
would it now P ” 

“ Weil, perhaps nol. But you might come with us.” 

So 1 will, Mr. Clieesacre, for that dear girl’s Uk£. 1 should oerer 
forgive myself if X debarred her from all the pleasures of youth, beoauie 
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of my Borrowe. I need hardly sar that at such a lime as ihls nothing 
of that sort tAa gifo me any pl^ure/* 

"I suppose not}*' said Mr. Ctiecsacro, with a solemn look# 

Quite out of the question.’’ And Mrs. Grccuow wiped away 
her tears. *’for though as regards sgc 1 might dance on the sands 
as merrily as the best of them ” 

’’That Fm sure you could, Mrs. Grecnow.” 

” How’s a woman to aijoy herself if her heart lies buried f” 

’’ Bui it won’t be so always, Mn. Grccnow.” 

Ml'S. Urccoow shook her head to show that she hardly know how to 
answer such a question. Probably it would bo so always i^but she did 
not wish to put a dumper on the present odeasiem by making so sod a 
di^cluration. ” But us I was saying,” coutinucil she—” It you and 1 do 
it hetweeu us won’t that be the surest way of having it come off 
nicely i ” 

Mr. Checaacrc thought that it would be the best way. 

’’ Exactly so do the meat and pastry imd fruit, and you shall 
do the boats and tlio wine.” 

’’And the music,” said Cbccsacrc, ’’and Iheoxneoaes at the place.’* 
ITe did uot choose that any part of tiis oiitlay snould go uuuolipea. 

”PH go halves in all Umt if you like,” suid Mrs. Uroouow. But 
hfr. Cheesacrc had declined this. lie did not begrudge the expcusc, 
but only wislicd that it should bo recognised. 

’’And Mr. Cbceseacre,” ceutinued Mrs. Grcc&ow, did mean to 
scud the music; 1 did, iudecd.” 

”I couldn’t hear of it, Mrs. Grccnow.” 

’’But! mention it now, because I was thinking of gcUiug Blowc* 
bard to oome. That other man, Flutey, wouldn't do at oil out in the 
open air.” 

” ft shall be Blowehard,” said Mr. Chcesacre; aud it was Blowc* 
hard. Mrs. Greenow liked to have her own way in these little things, 
thougli her heart did lie buried. 

On the moniing of the picnic Mr. Cheesaere esTne down to Mont* 
pclicr Parade with Captain Belltleld, whose linen on that occasion 
certoiuly gave no outward sigu of any quarrel between him and his 
washerwoman. He was got up wonderfully, aud was prepared at oil 

C U for the day’s worlc. Uc had on a pseudo-sailor’s jacket, very 
ally ornamented with brass buttons, which displayed with great 
iudgmeut the exquisite sliape of his pscudo^sailors duck trousers. 
Beneath them there was a pair of very shiny patent-leather shoes, well 
adapted for dancing on the sand, presuming Lixn to be anxious of doing 
so, as Venus offered to do, without leaving any footmarks. His waist- 
co^ was of tt delicate wliiie fabric, onuunented with very znaoy gilt 
buttw. He bad bejewelled studs in bis shirt, and yellow kid glove.s 
on his hands; havinf^ of course, another pair in lus pocket for the 
ucceasities of the evening. array was quite penect, and hod 
stricken dismay mto the heart of his friend Cheesaere, when he joiiwd 
that eentleman. He wu a well-made man, nearly six feet high, with 
dark hair, dork whiskerij and dark mouitache» meanj block, bat of that 
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Buspiolous buc uliicli to llic observant beholder seems always to tell a 
tale of ILg liairdrcsscr^s shop. Uo was liandsomc, toO| with well* 
arnmged features;—but carrying; perhaps^ in Uis nose same first 
symptoms of the c/fecls of micliiiglit amusements. Upon the wbolo; 
liowovcr; 1)G was a uico nuiu to look OO;—for those who like to look on 
nice men of tliat kind. 

Cliccsaci'C; toO; bad adopted sometkiug of a sailor’s garb. lie had 
on A jackd (if a rougher sort, coroiug uowu much lower than that of 
t)ir. cuf»tuiu, being unic\i looser, uud iKtrhaps souiuwliat more like a 
garinout which a poHsiblc scunum inigiit possibly wear. Hut lie was 
diseusicd witli himsrlf the muniuut that lie kuw Helinold. iiis heart 
iinu been faiui; and liu bud'not dared to oruamcjit liiuisclf boldly as 
Ilia friend )iad done. say, Guss; you arc a swell/’ he cxeluiincd. 
It may be oxptuincd that Cjiptuiu Iklllicid had been christened 
Uufltavus. 

'* I don't know much about tlml,” s^tid the (mpUiiu; ^'my fellow sent 
me this to/rgery, and &;iid that it was the sort of tiling. I’U change 
with you if you like it.” Hut Cliecsneru could not have worn that 
jacket, and ho walked ou, haling luinsclf. 

It will he rciMcmWml ibat Urn. Urccuow bud spoken with con* 
sidcnibic aovcrilv of Captain Hcllliuld’s pretenMons when discussing his 
cliarocicr wKli her niece; but, ueverthniess, on the oreatnit occasion 
she received him with mosi gracious smiles, it may ue that horeati- 
mule of Ilia character had been oltercd, or that &bo was making sscri* 
ficc of her own feelings in consideruiiou of Mr. Clieesacrc. who was 
kiiou'u to bo the cuplum's intimate friend. Bui she had smiles for l)oth 
of them. Siic baa n wondrous power of smiling; mid could, upon 
(;ccusiou, give signs of peculiar Ihvour to Imif a dozen (iillhrout gentle* 
uma iu as oiauy tniiiutcs. They found her in the mid^t of bumpers 
which M'erc not yet wimlly {kicked, wbile Mrs. Joucs, Jeannette, and 
the cook of the nouscholcl moved around her, ou the outside of the 
circle, Diluistcring to her wants. She bad in her hand un outspread 
cliuiu uapkiu, ami she wore fustcued i*ound lier dress a liugc coarse 
u|)ron, tfiut she might thus be protected trom some possible ebullition 
of gruvy, or escape of salad uuBture, or cream; but in other respects 
she was clothed m tho fullest honours of widowhood. She had not 
mitigated her weeds by liolf an inch. She hod seemed to moke any 
compromise between the world of pleasure and the world of woe. 
There she was, a widow, de.clarcd by kcrBcU to be of four months’ 
standing, with a buried heart, making rouly a dainty banquet with 
skill ana liberality. She was ready on the iustant to sit down upon the 
Oasket in which the grouse pic had been just carefully inhumed, and 
talk about her sainted kiub with a deluge oi tears. If (tnybody didn’t 
like it) that person^might do tbo other thing. Hr. C&c(sacre and 
CapUun Bcllfield thought thnt they did like it. 

Oh, Hr. Cliecsaere, if you haven’t oauglit me‘before Fve half done 1 
Captain Bellliokt, I hope you think apron becoming.” 

h^Ycntbiug tliat you wear, Mrs. urecuow, is always bcoomiog.’’ 

Drwft talk in that way when you kAow-~; biu never mind-^we 



US* couucu. 5E 

will ♦Hmlf of notUing ud to-da; if we can liolp it. 'ffUl we, Mr. 
Cbeesacre ? • 

dear no; I should thiuk not;—unless it should come ou to 

ratn. 

won't rain— \yo won't think of such & thing. But, ltt% bje, 
Captain Uclllield, I and my uicce do mean to send out a lew thingn, 
just in a bag, you know, so that wo may tidy ourselves up u liLtlo ufler 
the sea. I dou’t waiit it mentioned, because if it gels About among 
the other ladies, they'd think we wanted to make u dressing uf it;—^ 
and tiierc wouldn't he room for them nil; would there f ** 

*'No; tinux: wouldn't,'* said Mr. Clieesoere, who had been out ou 
the prcvi<)u.s cveniug, inspecting, and parliaps limiting the carpeutora 
in their work. 

That's just it,’* said Mrs. Greenow. ”But there wou*t be any 
hamii will thcrc^ Mr. Checsaerc, in Jeannette going (mt with our 
things ? She'll ridu in the cart, you know, with the cuUhies. 1 know 
Jouuuette'fi a friend of yours.** 

" We shall be delighU^ to have Jeannette,** said Mr. Cheoaacro. 

Tlimik ye, Sir," said Jeaimeitc, with a curtsey. 

Jeannette, don't you let Mr. CUccaucrc turn your head; and mind 
you holmve you]i»elf and )>e useful. Well; lot me sec;--w]iat else is 
1 hen^ Mi>. Jones, you might os well give me that Imm now. Cuptaiu 
Bolllield, band it over. Don't you jmt it into the basket, because you'd 
turn it the wrong side down. There, now, if you haven't iioaity mude 
me upset the apricot pic." Then, in the (mnsror of the dishes Imtwoen 
the cuptaiu uiiu the widow, there occurred some little iiiuoccnt hy«play, 
which seemed to give olTeuce to Mr. Clicesuciv); so that giml lomnu 
turu(rd his buck upoji the hainpcrd and took a step away towards 
the <loor. 

Mrs. Greenow saw the tiling at a glance, and Immediately applied 
1101*801 f to cure the wound. " W uat do you tbiuk, Mr. Cin^osucre r' said 
she. Kat^n wouldn’t come down because she didn't cliuoso llmt you 
should sec her with ou apron on over her frock!" 

" Tin sure I don't know why Miss Vavasor aliould core about my 
sceinj: her." 

"Kor I neither. That's just what I said. Do step up into the 
drawmg^room; you'll hud her there, and you can zuake her answer 
for herself." 

She wouldn’t come down for me," aaid Mr. Checsacro. Bui ho 
didn't stir. Perhaps ho wasn’t willing to leave his friend with the 
widow. 

At length the last of the dishes was packed, and Mrs. Greenow went 
up stairs with the two centlemun. There the? found Kate and two or 
three other ladies who had premised to cmbaric umlcr the protection of 
Mrs. Qrcenow's wings. There were the two Miss Pairstairs, whom 
Mrs Greenow had especially patronised, and who repaid that lady for 
her kindness bj an amount cu outspoken eulogy wh^ storUed Kate 
by its audaoity. 

**koar door aunt I" Fanny Faizstoits had said ou ooming into the 
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room. I don’t think 1 ever come across a woman with such genuina 
milk of human kuidiiess V* . 

Nor with so much true wit/’ said her sister Charlotte,—who hod 
been called CImrJic un the sands of Yarmouth Ibr the last twelve 


fi 


yeur^ 

Wuon the widow came into tlie room, they fiew at her and devoured 
her wall kisses, and swore that they hud never seen her Inuktng so well. 
But us the bright new gloves which both the girls wore hud been 
presents from Mrs. (jreeuow, they cortainlv did owe her some affeo- 
tiuu, 'rherc arc not many ladies who would venture to bestow such 
ifis upon their friends utter so very short on aci^uaintance; but 
Irs. Grennow hud a power that wus Quito her own ni such matters. 
8iie was olriuidy on u very conlidcuthJ footing with the Miss ]^air- 
sUhs, and had givcu them much useAd advice as to their future 
prospects. 

And tlion there was a Mrs. Greeu, whose husband was Drst-licutcnant 
on botud u nmiwoAwar on the West Indian station. Miii. Green was a 
quiet, ladylike little womuiit niUicr pretty, very si I ent» and, as one would 
have thought, hardly adapted for the siiccial lutimacy of Mrs. Greenow. 
But Mrs. ui*ccnow hud found out tliut she was alone, not very rich, and 
in want of the solace of society. Therefore she from sliecr good¬ 
nature, foiced herself upon Mrs. Green, aud Mr^. Green, with much 
trcpidaliou, hud consented to bo taken to the picnic. ’*1 know your 
busbuud would like it,'* Mrs. Greenow hod sujJ, *‘aud I hope I may 
bvo tu tell iiim that 1 made you go.** 

Tlierc caruc iu ubo u brother of the YairsUlrs girls, Joe Fairatairs, a 
lanky, useless, idle young man, youugcr than them, who was supposed 
to earn his bread in au attorney’s olBcc at Norwich, or rather to uc pre¬ 
paring to earn it at some future time, and who was a heavy burden 
upon all his friends. We told Joe to conio to the bouse/* said Fanny 
to the widow, apologetically, because we thought he might be usefiu 
in carrying dow n the cloau.’’ Mrs. Greenow smiled graciously upon 
Joe, aad assured him timt she was charmed to see him, without any 
reference to such services as those mentioned. * 

And then they started. When they got to the door both Cheesacre 
and tlic oapluiu made on attempt to get possession of the widow’s arm. 
But she had it all arrauged. Captain BciUield found himself con- 
struiued to allcnd to Mrs. Green, while Mr. Chetssacre walked down to 
the beach beside Kate Vavasor. **1*11 take your uriu, Mr. Joe/’ said 
the widow, oud the girls shall come with us.’* But wl\en they got to 
tho boats, round which the other comers to the picuio were already 
^Assembled, Mr. Cheesocre,—^though Imth the boats were for the day 
hb ow*u,—Ibuud himself separated from the widow, lie got into tliat 
which contained Kate Vavasor, and was shoved off frouf the beach 
wliilo lie saw Captain Belitleld arranging Mrs. Oreenow’a drapery. 
Ho had dociured to himself that it should 1^ otherwise; and that as 
kg had to pay the piper, the piper should ^y as ho lUced it. jSut 
Mrs. Greenow with a word or two bad scttlod it all, and Mr. Clieesacrc 
had found hioiself to be powerless. ** ilow absuM BcMeld looks ia 
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tliat jacket, doesa’t htt" he said to Kate, as lie look hia scat k 
the boat. * 

^'Do jou think so? 1 tUonglit it was so rer; pretty and becoming 
for the occasion 

Mr. Checsacre hated Captain Bellfieldi and regretted more ttian ercr 
that bo had not douo something for liis own personal adorumciit. Uo 
could not endure to think tiiat bis friendi who paid for noiliiug, sliould 
carry awajr the honours of the morning and defraud him of the delights 
which should justly boiong to him. ‘^It ma^ be becoming/' said 
Chcesocre; but don't you think it's awfully extravagant P " 

'' As to that I can't tell. Yon see I don^t at all know what is Ine 
price of a jacket covered all over with littlp brass buttons." 

" And tho praistcoat, Miss Vavasor 1" said CUeosucrc, almost 
solunnily. 

"Tlic waistcoat I should think must Imve been expensive." 

''Ob, dreadful! and he's got nothing, Miss Vavasor; btendly no* 
tiling. Do you know/'—oud ho reduced bis voice to a whisper as he 
made this oommuuication,^*' I lent him twenty pounds the day before 
yesterday; 1 did indeed. Yon won't mention it again, of course. I 
tell jou, because, os you are seeing a good dcul of him just now, I 
tliiuk it right tbot you should kiioa' ou wTmt sort of footing he sUmdH." 
It’s all fair, they say, in lovoaod war, and Uiis small bi'cucbuf ccMilutonro 
was, wc must presume, a love strataj^m ou tlic part of Mr. Cliecsacix^ 
11c was at this lime smitten with the ebanus both of the widow aud Mm 
niece, aud be cousUntly found that the captain was iuterfeving witli 
him on wbichever side he turned limisclf. Ou the present occasioji he 
had desired to take the widow (or hia share, and was, upon the 
whole, inclined to Uiiuk that the widow wos the more worthy o* 
his attentions. He had made certain little inquiries Withiu the l«isl 
day or two, tbe answers to which had been satislactory. These be 
had by uo means communicated to bis friend, to whom indeed, lio 
had expressed an opinion that Ura. Qreenow was atlcr all only u 
Hash in the pan. does very well pour passer le temps/' tlie 

ouptain hod answered. Mr. Chcesacre had not quite understood the 
cxuct gist of the captain's meaning, but had felt certain that his friend 
was playing him false. 

" 1 don't want it to be mentioned agmn, Mias Yavaaor/' he oontinu(^d. 

" Such things shouM not be luentioucd at all," Kate replied, having 
been angered at tho iusinuation that the nature of Captam Bellfield’a 
ioohiuM couid be a matter of any moment to her. 

"1^, they shouldn’t; and therefore I know that I'm quite safe with 
yon, IClaa Vavasor. lie's a very pleasant fellow, very; and lias seeq 
the wocl^^gnoommoa^ but he's oeUer for eating and drinkij^ with 
than he is for buying and solliug wkh, as we aav in Norfolk. Do jou 
like Norfolk, MisaVavasor P" 

^1 never was in it before, and now I've only aeen Yarmouth." 

" A nice place, Yarmouth, very; but yon should come up and see 
our bnda. 1 suppose yon ^n't know that we feed one^third of £og« 
land during the wmter months." 
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Dear me! '* 

Wo do, thougb: nobody knows wliaL a counly Norfolk is. Tukinff 
:t oltogetbor, induaing tlie gauio, you know, and Lord Nelson, ana 
its wucering-ubccH, and the rest of it, 1 duu*t tbiuk there's n county 
in England to beat it. Euncy feeding one*tliird of oU Euglaud and 
Wales!» 

Witli breed and clu esc, do you mean, and those sort of things i 
! ’* sold Mr. Chocsocrc, and in his patriotic energy he rupcatud 
the word aloud. “ Bret! Yes indeed i but if you were to tell them 
liial in Loudon tlioy wouldn’t believe you. AU f you should certainly 
ronm down and sue our lands. The y *45 a.ii. train would take you 
through Norwich to my dooi\ os one may say, and you would bo book 
by tlio (rii In this way ho brought himself back again into 

S ^ood-huniour, (eeliug, that in the absence of .the widow, he euuJd not 
lo better than moke progress with the niece. 

Ju the mcuu time Mi*s. (irccnow and the captain were gelling on very 
comfortably in the other boat. *‘Takc on oar, oaj)tain,’* one of tbe 
luvn bail suid to bmi as soon os he had placed tbo ladies. ** Not tcnlay, 
Jack,” he hud answered. ^^Tll coiitcat myself with being boW tiiii 
morning.” ** The best thing us the ho*suii docs is to pipe all hands to 
grog,” said the iiiun. won’t be behind in that eilher,” said the 
cnpluiii; and so tliry all went on swimunngly. 

Wliut a line gimcrous fellow your frieud, Mr. Chccsacro, is I ” said 
the widow. 

he is; he’s a capital fellow in his way. Some of these Nor¬ 
folk ihnuers arc no end of good fellows.” 

” And I suppose he's somelhiug more tlion a common fanner. He’s 
vjbitiil by the pc(»plc about where he lives, isn’t he i ” 

* Oh, yes, in u sort of u >vay« The county people, you know, koep 
tlicnisdvcs very much to themselves.” 

^'That's of coui*se. But his house;*—he lias a good sort of place, 
hasn’t he ? ” 

Yc.^ yes;—a very good house;—a lillte tooyicar to the horse-pond 
for niy loste. But when a m«in gets his money out of the till, he musn’t 
be ibhanutd of tlu: counter;—roust he, Mrs. Urccuovv ? ” 

Jiut he could live like a gcntlcuiou if he let his own laud, couldn’t 
he ? ” 

^^Thut dopeudb upon how a genl lemon wishes to live.” Hero the 
privacy of iaeir conversation was iutomiptrd by on exclamation from 
u young ludy to the eU'cct that Cliarlio huirsluirs was becoming sick. 
This Charlie stoutly denied, and proved the truth of her assei tiou by 
her behaviour. Koou after tins they completed their marine adveutures, 
and prepared to land dose to the spot at which the* banquet was 
prepared. 
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TffSRB had bcon a pretence of but no Dsli Iind bcco cau^chL 

It WAS soon fouTid that such an uiniiseinciit would inlcrforo with the 
ladies' dresses, anil the ulFuirs had becoaic too Hcrious to uDow of any 
trivial iuterruptiou. realty think, Mr. Ciiecsocrc/' an maious 
mother had said, that jou*d butter give it un. Tho water oil' the nasty 
cord hua got all over dress, already.'^ Marin made a fniul pro¬ 

test that it did not signify iu the least; but the (Ishiug was given up,-^ 
not without on inward feeling on tho prt of Mr. Chuusaorc that if 
Maria chose to come out with him in nia boot, having bcon iuvifed 
espeoiolly to Ibli, she ought to put up with tho natural results. There 
are people w'ho like to take cve^ thing and never like to give any tiling/' 
ho said to Kate allerwards, as he was widkiiig up with her to liie picnic 
dinner. Bui he was uurcosoimblo and unjust. The girls hud grACed )iis 
party with their best huts, and freshest muslins, uot that they might 
see niro catch a mackerel, but that they might flirt und dance* to the bes: 
advantage. You cai/t suppose Uint any girl will like to bo drenched 
with acA-watcr when she has taken so oiuai trouble with ber slai^ch/' 
said Kate. ''Then she shouldn’t come flshing/’ suid Mr. Chcosaore. 

I bald such airs." 

But whoa they arrived at Che old boot, Mrs. Grccuow slionc forth 
prO'emincntlj as tlie nustreu of Uic oecosion, altogether ovcrslmdowiiig 
Mr. ChecBucre by the extent of her aulhurity. There wus a little 
contest lor supremacy Ijetwceu the in, invisible to tlie eyes of the multi* 
tudo; but Mr. Chcesacre in such a iiiattcr had not a chance against 
Mrs. Greeiiow. 1 am disposed iu tliink that she would have rcigued 
even though she had not contributed the eatables; but with that point 
iu her favour, she was able to make herself supreme. Jcuunelle, too, 
was her servant, which was a gi*eat thing. Mr. Chcesacre soon gave 
way; and though he bustled about and wos cons])icuous, he bustled 
about in obcdic4U'C to ordeiw received, aud became a head servant. 
Captabi Bclllicld also made himself useful, bat he drove Mr. Cheesarre 
into paroxysms of suppressed anger by giving directions, and by having 
those directions obeyed. A man to whom he bad lent twenty jiouuda 
the day before yesterday, and who had not contributed so much us a 
bottle of champagne I 

" We're (o oine at four, and now it's half past three/' s&Id Mrs. 
Qrcenow, addressing herself to the multitude. 

"And to begin to dance at sU," said an eager young lady. 

" Maria, hold your tongue,** said the jonog lady's mother. 

"Yes, wo'U dine at four," said Mr. Cbecsuerc. "And as for the 
music, I've ordered it to be here punctual at half*past fire. WeVe to 
have three horns, cymbals, triangle, ajod a drum." 
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Bjow Teij nice; iflu’t it, Mrs. Qrccnow P ’’ said Charlie Fairatain. 
^'And now snpposo wc begin to unpack/’ said Capitun BellQekla 
Half the fun Is in arranging the things.^’ 

^^Ohj dear, pa; more Uian half/’ aatd Funny Fairslnirs. 

BcIICiUd, don’t mind about the hampers/’ said CUeesacro. Wuio 
is a tioklish thiug to Ijunrlle, and there's mj man there to maiingc it.” 

*'Tt*a odd if 1 don't know more about wine than the boots from 
the bold," said BclIGcId. This allusion to the boots almost cowed 
Mr. Checsoci’c, imd uuidc him turn away, leariug Ikrliiicld with tho 
widow. 

There was a great unpacking, during which Captain BeUfmld and 
Mrs. Grccaow constantly luul^liicir hcoils iu the same liattipcr. I by no 
mcana iuteud to insinuate that there was auytlnng wrong iu this. 
Fcoplc engaged together in un|mcktue pica and cold chickens must have 
their lianas in fhe same hamper. But a great intimnej was tliereby 
produced, aud the widow seemed to have laid a.sidc altogt^tbor that pre* 
judice of liers with reference to the washerwoman. There was a lung 
table placed on the soud, shcltcrc^d by the upturned boat from the luua 
side, but open towards the sea, inid over this, supported on pules, there 
was uu awning. Upon the whole the arrangement \vh.s not an uncom- 
for tub to one lor pc*o|)lc who had sek^ted so very uuc<nn(ortablc a 
dining-room as the sand of the sea-shore. liinch wiis certainty due to 
Mr. Cliecsucrc fur the cx}Mutdilnre he had incurred,—and somctliing 
perhaps to Capluiii 13<'ltfield fur his ingenuity in liuving suingested it. 

Now come the placing of the guests for diuuer, aud Mr. Chccsncre 
made anotlicr great cITurt. ** i'll tell you what,” said he, tdoud; Bell- 
field and 1 will take the two ends of the table, and Mn. Urceuow shall 
sit Ht my right hand.” This w'sis not only boldly done, but there was a 

f iropricly in it which at first sight seemed to be irresistible. Mach as 
tc liad hated aud did linlc the captoiu, he liod skilfully made the pro- 
]) 08 ilion in such a way as to flatter him, and it seemed fur a few momeuts 
as though ho were going to have it all his own way. But Cuptoia 
Belllielu was not a nixiu to submit to defeat in such a matter as this 
without an effort. don’t think that will do,” smd he. ^Mrs. 
Oreuuow gives the dinner, and Cliccsacre gives the wine. We mus; 
have then; at the two ends of the table. 1 aiu sure Mrs. Ureeuow wou'l 
refuse to allow me to hand licr to the place wliich belongs to her. 1 
will sit at her rigitt hand and be her minister. Mrs. Qreenow did not 
refuse,—and so the matter was adjusted. 

Mr. Chcesaoro took his seat iu despair. It was notlnng to him that 
be had Kale Vavasor at his left hona. He liked talking to Kate very 
^ell, but ho could not enjoy that pleasure while Captain Bellliold was 
in the very act of making progress with the widow. ^'One would 
tliiuk that he had given it himself; wouldn’t you P ” he sata to Maria’s 
mother, who sat at his rigitt b&d. 

The lady did not in the least understand him. Given what P 
said she. 

”Why, the music and the wine aud all the rest of it. There 
are some pr^lc full of that kind of impudence. How they manage 
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ta evn U oa wUhotit ever paying a 8 lullinff» 1 uevor could toll. 1 
know 1 lia?e« to pay my way, and aomething over aud beyond 
generally.^’ 

Marias mother said, ‘^Yes, indeed.Sbe hod other daugliten 
thei'6 besides Maria, and was looking down tbo table to see whctlier 
tltey were judiciously placed. Ucr beauty, lier youngest one, Opliclio, 
was sitting next to tuut uc*er>d<)-\vcll Joe fiurstairs, and this mudo 
her unhappy. ‘'Ophelia, my dear, you arc dreadfully in tlic draughty 
there’s a scat up here, just opposite, where you^ be more coi;i« 
for table.” 

Tlicrc’s DO drauglit here, mamnta,’* said Ophelia, wil hout tlie 
sligljtost sign of moving. r6rba|)s Ophelia liked the society of tliuV 
lanky, idle, useless young man. 

The mirth of the tubic ccrtaluly came from Mrs. Grecnow's cud. 
Tlio widow had Imrdly takeu licr place before she up again and 
changed with the captain. It was found that Uio captuju could 
betU^r carve the great grouse pie from the end ttinu ficni the side. 
Cliocsacrc, wbca he saw tills, absolutely threw down hia knife uud 
fork violently upon tbe table. Is any tiling the matter P ” said Maria’s 
mother. 

“Matter! ” said he. Then he shook his head in grief of heart and 
vexation of spirit, and resumed I us knife and fork. Kale watched it all, 
Olid was greatly amused. “I never saw a mun so uearly broken* 
hearted,” she said, iu her letter to Alice the next dny. “lileven, 
thirteen, cightcuu, twcnty^ouc,” said Chccsocrc to himself, rcckouiug 
up in his misery the number of pounds sterling which he w ould have to 
pay for being iU*trcatciI in ibis w'aj. 

“ Ladies and gcntlcmeu,” said Captain Belificid, as soon as the eating 
WAS over, “ if I niuy be permitted to get upon my legs fur two minutes, 
I am going to propose a toast to you.” The reed patron of tlie feast 
Imd actually not yet swallowed bis last bit of cheese. Tlie tliiug was 
indeceut in the violence of its iniusiicc. 

'' If you please, Captain Belliidd,” said tbe patron, indiOcreiit to the 
chccao m his throat, “ Pll propose the toast.” 

“ Nothing on earth coula be better, my dear fellow,” snid the captain, 
"and sure 1 should bo the last man in the world to take the job 
out of the bands of one who would do it so much better than I can; 
but as it’s your health that we’re going to drink, 1 really don’t see how 
you arc to do it.” 

Cheesacre grunted aud sat dowiL He certainly could not propose his 
own licoltb, nor did he complain of the honour that was to oe done 
him. It was very proper that Lis health should be drunk, and he liod 
now to thin^^ of tuo wo^s in which he would relum thanks. But Iho 
extent of lus horror may be imagiced when Bellfield got up and made 
a most briUiaat speech in praise of Mrs. Greenow. For i'ull five 
minutes he went on without mentioning the name of Cheesacre. Yar- 
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8 orrow9| with the sole desire of luldin^ eoiDcthlug to the bappiuess of 
other8. Then Mrs. Grccnow hud token out her pocket-bandkcrchiefi 
sweeping bock the broad ribbons of ber cap orcr her shoulders. 
Altogether ilio scene was verj affecting, and Cbeesacro was driven 
to niaducas. Tbcj were the vorj words that be bad intended to epeuk 
himself. 

bate all this kind of thing/’ ho said to Kute. so 

fulBomc.” 

“After-dinner speeches never mean onytldng,” said Koto. 

At last, wbcji Jiellheld-bod eoinc to an end of praising Mrs. Grocuow, 
he told his guests tbnt ho wished to jniu his friend Cliecsacrc iu the 
toast, the more so as it con)d,bardlT be hoped that Mrs. UiTcnow would 
herself rise to reUirn thm\k*s. Tiicre was no better fellow tlmn his 
friend Chcesacrc, w hom he had known for he would not say how many 
years. He was quite sure they would all have the most sincere )>leaaure 
in joining iho hcallh of Mr. CheesMicre with that of Mrs. Grccnow. 
Then tlierc was a clattering of glasses, and a murmuring of healths^ 
and Mr. Cliccsacro slow'Iy got upon bis legs. 

“ I'm very much obliged to this com]iany/’ said be, and to my 
friend Bollficld, wlio really is,—but pnrimps that doesn’t signify now. 
I've hud tlic greatest plensurc in getting nn this little thing, and I'd 
mode up my mind lo propose Mrs. Gri^cuow^a healthy bnt, li'm, )m, no 
doubt d bus been iu lu^tter hands. Pcrlinps^ considering oU things^ 
Hell field might have waited.” 

“ With such 0 suiijcct on my hands, I couldn't wait a moment.” 
didu'l interrupt you, Cuptain Ihdllield, and perhaps you'll let me 
go on without iiiLerrupling me. >Vo've all diiink Mrs. Grocnow's 
health, and Tm sure she's very niucb obliged. So am 1 for the honour 
you've done me. J have taken some trouble in getting np this little 
thing, and 1 hope you like it. I think somebody said something about 
libci*ulity. 1 beg to assure yon tlist I don't think of tliat for a moment, 
idomcbody must pay for these sort of things, and I'm always very 
glad to take niy turn. 1 dare say Bcllllem will give us the next 
picnic, and if he’ll appoint a day before Uic end of the montli, 1 shall 
DC bup))y to be one of Ibo party.” 
inwHid satisfuctioD, fully convinced lb 
blow. 

“ Nolbiug on earth would give me so much pleasure,” said BelUjcld. 
After that bo turned again to Mrs. Grccnow and went on with lus pri 
Tate couversation. 

There was no moi’c speaking, nor was there much time for other 
rafter-dinner ceremonies. The three boms, tlie cymbals, the triangle, 
and the drum were soon heard ituiins-up behind the bunqueting-hoU, 
and Uic ladies went to the furtlicr end of the old boat fb make their 
prciiarations for the dance. Then it was that the llioughtfnl care ol 
Mrs. Grccnow, in baviug sent Jeannette with bruslics, combs, clean 
baudkorobiurs, and oUicr little knick knackeries, became so apparent. 
li was said that the widow herself actually ebanged her oap,-*wbi^ 
was considered by some to be very unJair^ as there had beo an nndc^ 


Then he sat down with some 
that be bod given liis enemy a fatal 
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Btaoding that tliara should bo no drossing. Ou such occasions tmors 
arc generally n^iiling to forego the advautage of dressiug oii Uic con* 
ditioa thot other ladies shall forego the saino advaatage; hut 
this compact is broken by any special ladyi tho treusou is thought to ho 
Tcry treacherous. U isas though a fencer should remove the buUrui 
from tho end of l>ia foil. But Mrs. Oreenow was so gond-uatun*d 
in tendering the servioea of Jeannette to all tho young l&uics, uud was 
soviltmgto share with others those good things of the toilet which 
her care had provided, that her cap was forgiven Iter by the most o( 
tbosc present. 

When ladies Imvo made np their minds to dance they will dance lei 
the cireumstAuccsof the moment he ever so antagonUtic to that exercise. 
A ploughed Held in February would not be too wet^ nor tho side of a 
bouse too uneven. In honest truth the sands of tho scoshoru arc not 
adapted fur the exercise. It was all very well for Yeous to make tho 
promise, but when making it she knew that Adonis would not keen her 
to her word. Lai any iiffhtestdimbed iiymiih try it, oud sho will (iiul 
timt slie leaves most palpable footing. The sauds in aucstion wctc 
doubtless compact, firm, and suBimcntly moist to make walking on tlumi 
comfortable { nut tlioy rufflud themselves most nncomfririah|y uurlcr 
the unwonUd pressure to which they were sulnncted. Nevorthe* 
less our friends did dauec ou tho sands; finding, however^ that 
quadrilles and Sir ilogrr dr. Co verity suited them better than polkas 
and wultscs. 

*‘No, my friend, no,” Mrs. Crccnow said to Mr. Chcmcrc when 
that gfmtlemail cudcivourcd to persuade h(^ to stand up; ” Kate will 
be delighted I am sure to join yoa,^but as for me, you must excuse 
me.” 

But Mr. Chccsacre was not mclincd at that moment to ask Kale 
Vavasor to dance with him. Ho was iM**sosscd by an uudefinrd ulro 
tiud Kate hud snubbed him, and as Kate's fortune was, as iio said, 
literally nothing, he was not at aU disposed to court her favour at tlic 
expCMSG of suca suffering to liimself. 

” Vm not quite sure tlist I'll dunce myself,” said he, seating him* 
self ia a comer of a lent by Mrs. Grccnow's side. Captain Bell field at 
tliat moment was seen leading ifist Vavasor away to a new plaoc on tlic 
sands, whither he was followed by a score of dancers; and Mr. 
Chcesacre saw that now at last he might reap the rewai%l for which lie 
bad laboured. Ho was alone with tho widow, and liuving been mudo 
bold by wine, had an opportunity of fighting his battle, than whieli 
none better could ever be louiuL He was liinisolf by no means u poor 
Tnan, and lie despised poverty in others. It was well tlmt there sliould 
1 ^ poor gentrv, m order that they might aot as satellites to those wliu, 
like hitnseff, *had money. As to Mrs. Qrccnow’i money, there was no 
doubt. Ue knew it sU to a fraotioii. She hod spread for Ijcrsrlf, or 
some one else had spread for her, a report that her wealth was almost 
uUmited; but the forty thousand pcmnik waa a fact, and any auoli 
innocent fault aa that little fiction migut well be forgiven to a woman 
endorsed with such substantial virtues. And she was handsome too* 
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Mr. CIiDcsacrc, ob lie rcarded lior matured cbarsis^ sometimcB felt tliat 
he should have been snutlrn even wiUiout the fort; thfusaud pounds. 
** By George! there’s flush and blood,” he luul once said to m &ies^ 
Bclmchl before he Imd begun to suspect that iniui’s treaebe^. liii 
Admiration tnusl then Iwvo been siacere, for at tlist time the fort; 
thousand pounds was not on ascertained (^sct. Looking at tlio matter 
in all iU bearings Mr. Clieesacre thought Unit be oouldu’t do better. Uis 
uuuiug shun Id l>e fair, honest, and above board, lie was a thriving 
num» and uliat might not the; two do in Morfblkif the; put their 
wealth together P 

”Oh, Mr. Checsacrc, you should join them,” said Mrs. Grccnow; 
” I Ik;' ll not half ciijo; tbcnmclvcs without ;ou. Kate will think tliat 
you mean to neglect her.” ' 

1 slian’t cmcc, Mrs. Qreciiow, unless you like to stand up for 
uset.” 

my friend, no; I sliall not do that. I fear you forget how 
recent has my bercavemeut. Your asking mo is tlio bitterest re* 
proa ell to me fur liaviiig ventured to yuiu your festive board.” 

** Upon niy honour 1 didn't mean it, Mrs. Greeuow. I didn’t mean 
it, indeed.” 

1 do not suspect you. It would liavc been unman];.” 

** And nobody can say that of me. There isn’t a man or woman in 
Norfolk tlmt wouldn’t say I was manly.” 

I’m quite sure of that.” 

1 have my faults. I’m aware.” 

” And what arc your faults, Mr. ClicosacreP” 

” Well; perhaps I’m extravagout. But it’s only iu these kind of 
Ihinn you know, when 1 speud a little money f<ir the sake of mokiitf 
my friends happy. When I’m about, ou the lands at home, I ain^ 
extravagant, 1 con icU you.” 

** Extravagance is a great vice.” 

” Oh, 1 ain't extravagant in that sense ;~not a bit in the world. But 
when a man's enamoured, and perhaps looking out for u wife, ho^does 
like to be a little free, you know.” 

And arc you looking out for a wife, Mr. Chcesacre t ” 

” If i told you I suppose you’d only laugh at mo.” 

” No; indeed 1 worn not. I am not given to joking when any one 
that 1 regard speaks to me seriously.” 

” Ain't you though ? I'm so glad of tlial. W’hcn one has really 
got a serious thing to say, one doesn't like to havo fun poked at 
one.” 

** And, besides, how could 1 laugh at marriage, seeing how happy I 
liave been in that condition P'^so*—very chappy,” and Mrs. Greenow 
put up her handkerchief to her eyes. c 

” So happv that you’ll try it agiun some day; won’t you F ” 

” Never. Mr. Cheesacre; never. Is that Uie way you talk of serious 
things without joking? Anything like love^love of that sort—is 
over for me. It lies buried under the sod with mj poor d^r departed 
Mint” 
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Idirs. Grcenow/*-^and Cbcesacrf, as Iio prepared to ar^tie tbo 
question with her, nearer to her ia tlic corner buliiud the lablo,— 
Mrs. GreGDOiir» care killed a cat, ^ou kuow/^ 

‘'And Bomcaunca I thlak that care will kill mo/* 

“No, by George; not if 1 cun prevent it/* 

“Y<»u’re very kind, Mr. Clieeaacrc; but thero's no preyenting such 
care us luiuc/* 

‘‘Isi/l there thenghP I’ll icil you what, Mrs. Grccuow; Tm in 
earnest, I am indeed. If you'll inquire, you'll lind there isn’t u fellow 
in Norfolk pays Ills way better than 1 do, or is better able to do it. 1 
don’t Kiuy a sixpenuc of rent, and 1 sit uik>u seven hundred acres of us 
good land as tlicrc is in the county. TIk re's not un aore that won't do 
rue A bullock uiid a half. Just put (hnl niul that lugeUmr, and see what 
it eomra to. And, mind yon, some of these fellow's that farm their 
own laud arc worse ulf tbunif they’d rent to pay. Tiioy’ve borrowed 
80 uiueh to carry on with, that the iulerest is more than rent. I doj/t 
ow e a sixpence to e’er a man or o’er a company in the world. .1 cmi 
walk into every bank in Nniwicli without seeing my maslur. There 
ain't any of my j^uper flying about, Hi's. Grecnow. Vnx Bmnucl 
Chcesocrc^, of Uilyuieud, and it's all my own/* Mr. Checsacre, os ho 
thus spoke (»f his good fortunes and Ann standing in tho world, hucame 
impetuous in the mirrgy of the moment, and brought down hia list 
powerfully on the alight table before Uiciu. The wtiolc fabric rattled, 
and the boat resounded, but tlie noise he liud mudo seemed to assist 
him. “It’s all my own, Mrs. Gnu;uow, and the half of it shall bo 
yours if you’ll please to take it; ’’ then he stretched out his band to her, 
not as though be ini ended to gi*asp hers in a grusn of love, but os if be 
expected some baud'plcdgc from her us a token tliat she accepted the 
bargain. 

“ If you’d known Grecnow, Mr, Chccsacrc-” 

“ I’ve no doubt be was u very good sort of ujon.” 

“ if you’d known him, you would not have addressed me in this 
way.” 

“ Wliut dillercuee w*onld that make ? ily idea is iliut care killed .i 
cat, as 1 said before. I never knew what was tlio good of being un¬ 
happy. If 1 And eaiij mangels don’t do on a bit of land, tlicn I sow 
late turnips; and never cuy after spilt milk. Grccuow was the cuvjy 
mangels; TU be the late turnips. Come tben, say the word. There 
ain’t a b^-room in my house,—not one of the front oncs,~tbat isn’t 
mahogany furnished! ” 

“ Wbat’s fnnuturc to me f ” said Mrs. Grecnow, with lier iiaudkcr- 
chief to licr eyes. 

Just at tbiB momunt Maria’s mother stepped in under tlic canvas. It 
WM most inopportune. Mr. Chccsocre Mt that be was progressing 
well, and was conscious that be had got safely otcy tboae fcuc<« in the 
race which hia baslifulncss would naturally make difficult to him. tie 
knew that he had done this under the influcoco of the chaninagiic, and 
waa aware that it might not be easy to ))iocure again a comomation of 
eircumatauoca tbat would be ao benefit to But now ho was 
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lulcrruptcd just as be was expecting snooeu. He waa iiiiemipted» and 
full hiiiittuir to bo lucking like a guilt; creatiu'e under, tbe eye of the 
.'»tronge lady. lio had not a word to say; but drawing bintself suddenly 
ix loot aud ft liair away from tiie widowx sidcj sat there oonfcssiug hia 
guilt in bis fncc. 

Mrs. Grenuow felt no guilty and was afraid of no strange eyes. ** Mr. 
Cheesaore and 1 arc talking about farmiiig/' she said. 

Oil \ forniing! answered Maria's mother. 

** Mr. Clicesacrc Umiks that late turmps arc bolter tbun early mangels/' 
sulci Mrs. Unsunow. 

Y(5H, I d<*/’ said Cbecsacrc. 

prefer the emy mnngels/' said Mrs. Grccnow. don’t think 
imiuro ever iulcuded those bite crops. W*bat do you say, Mrs. 
Walker P ” 

*' I daresay Mr. Chcesucre understands what he's about whcii he's at 
bonir/' said tbe lady. 

I know what u bit ol* luud can do as well as any niAu in Norfolk/' 
said the geialuinuu. 

'*It ni^y be very well in Norfolk/' said Mrs. Grecaow, rising from 
her seat \ but tljc )»ractico isn't thought much of iu the other counties 
with which 1 am better acc{uaintcd." 

rd jubt Gomc in to say lliui 1 Uiougbt w*c Okight be getting to tbs 
boots/' said Mrs. Walker. My Opoclia is so delicate." At this 
mom cut the dedicate Ophelia wos to be seen, under the iuilucuco of 
the mxsnic, taking u dial out range upon the sunds witli Joe Fairstoirs’ 
arm refund her waist. The attitude was justitied by the tunc that was 
in progress, and there is no rcAsou why a galop on the souds should 
have any special tennmatiou in distance, as it must liare in a room. 
But, under such circunibtonces, Mi's. Walker's solicitude was not 
uarcosonublc. 

The erratic steps of the distant dancers wera recalled and prepara¬ 
tions were made lor the return journey. Others lind strayed besides 
the (liilicutc Ophelia uiid the iolc Joe, and some little tinic was taken up 
iu collecting the party. The boats liad to be drawn down, and the 
boatmen torchcd from their cons and tobacco-pipes. hope they’re 
sober/' said Mrs. Walker, with a look of great dismay. 

" ^ber ua judges," said ikillieid, who had hiiriself been looking 
after the rcmauis of Ur. Cheesacrc's bampers, while that gentleman 
had been so much better engaged in the tent. 

** Because," eoatinued Mrs. Walker, "1 know that they pky all 
maimer of tricks when they're—^in liquor. They’d think nothing d 
taking us out to sco, Mrs. Grccnow." 

** Ob, 1 do w ish they would," said Ophelia. 

OpheRa, mind you come iu the boat with me," said her jnother, 
and she looked very savage when she gave the order. It was Mrs* 
*lVftlkcr*8 in tent ion that tinil bout should not carry Joe Fairstaiii. Bni 
Joe aud luT duughier together were too elevor for her. When the 
boats went oJf sbe found bcrhclf to be in that one over which Mr* 
Chccsucro presided, wiiiie the sinuiug Ophelia with her good-fop 
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Dothing admirer were under (bo more mirthful protection of Cjipluia 
BctiOcld. 

Mamma will be so said Ophelia, '' and it was all your fault. 

I did nieau to co into the other boat. Dou’t^ Mr. Vairslairs/’ Tlicu 
tiioy ipt Bet tied down in their scats, to tho satialoctloD, let us hope, of 
them uotli. 

Mr. Clieesacre hndTainlj endeavoured to arrange tlmt Mrs. Grccnow 
slionld return witli him. But not only wns Captain Bellhcld opposed 
1o such a change in tlirir nositions, but so also was Mrs. Grccnow. I 
think we*d bettor go bud as wc cuinc/* she said, giving her baud to 
the captain. 

** Oil, ocrtaiiily,’* said Captain Bidifield. Wliy should tlicre bo cmj 
change V Clioesaero, old h*llow, mind you look after Mrs. ^'alker. 
Couic along, my lu*ai'tv.'' It really almost appeared that Captain Bell* 
firld was Hmlressiug Mrs. Grccnow ns ** his hearty/' but it must bo pro- 
auiucd that the term of gcuiul endearment was mtende^ for tbo wm»lo 
iKHkt's load. Mrs. Grccnow took her place on the comrortable broad 
bench in tlio stem, and BellGeld seated bimseU beside her, with the 
tiller in bis baud. 

*'lf you're going to'^teer, Captoiu BcllOeld, i beg that you'll be 
caicful, 

** Cumful,—and with yon on hoard!'' said tbo captain. Don’t you 
know tlint 1 would sooner ftcrisb bcucatb tlic waves than that a drop of 
water should touch you roughly ? '* 

** But you see, wc iniglit perish benculh the waves together.” 

** Together! What a sweet word that is ^^perisli together! If it 
were nc»t that there might be sonieiluDg better even than that, 1 would 
wish to perbh iu such company.*’ 

” But 1 should not wish aiiytbuig of the kind. Captain Belliicld, and 
therefore pray l)C carefni.” 

There w as no pcrisliing by water on that occaaion. Mr. Gheesaere's 
Dout reached tlie pier at Yornioutb fir&t, and gave up its load without 
accident. Very snorlly adcr wards Captain Jkl 1C eld’s crew rcaclmd tlio 
same place ui tliu same state of nrcservatioji. ** There/’ said hr, as ho 
liandcd out Mrs. Grccnow. ”1 have brought you to no barm, at any 
rate as yet.” 

” And, as 1 hope, will not do so hereafter.” 

*'May the Heavens forbid it, Mrs. Grccnow 1 Whatever may bo out 
iota hereafter,—yuurs I mean and mine,—I trust that yours may bo 
free from all disaster. Oh, tlmt I might venture to hope that, at some 
future day, the privilege mi^t be mine of protecting you from all 
danger I ” 

**L can protect myself very welb I con aasnre yom Good« 
night, Captain Belltierd. We won't take you and Mr. uhecsacre 
out of your way;—will we, Katef We have had a ‘ » 
day;” 

riiry were now upon the esplanade, and Mrs. Gru 
(o the right, uhereus Ihe lodgings of bolb llio 
le^l. barh of ibrm fought bmd for the privilrgi* of 

i—i 
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vidow to her door; h»l Mrs. (irmiow wxs sclf-williul, mid ufoti this 
oo^asiou would have iiritlicr of them. Mr. Juc Fairstaira must pass 
tlie house,said slic, ** aud he wid see us lioiuc. Mr. CliCftKocre, 
(^)d*ui^hl. ludeed you shall jiof; —not a slep.” TLiro was 
that ill her voice winch iii(1ui*cd jMr. Chctsaci'c to obey her, and 
which inudc Captain IkllGcId aware tliafc be would only injure his 
cause if he endeavoured to uuiic further pntgress lu it ou the prescui 
occasion. 

Well, Kale, ulml do you think of the day? llic aunt said when 
slio WHH alone wit h !mt niece. 

“I never think much about such days, mini. Tt all very 
well| but 1 fear 1 have not the lcm]ieraiMrul lift^^d for enjoying the 
fun. 1 envied Ophelia Wulker heenuHO she made herself thoroughly 
liappv.*' 

'*1 do like to see girls enjoy thenis<ivc»,” said Sirs. (Tretuow, *'1 
do indeed ;—and young men loo. It seems so uutuL'ul; wliy shouldn't 
young jieojdc llirt F *' 

Or ohi peoph? eilhcr for the inatU'r of that?” 

old |K;oplc either,—if they don't do any harm to anybody. 
I'U tell you what it is bate; people Imre tH^eomo so very vfrtuous 
that they're driven into all manner of uhoniiimblc rcsoiux'cs for amuse* 
nieiit und oceuuutlou. If 1 had soti«i and daughters 1 sliould think a 
little flirting the very best thing for them ns a suh ly video. When 
people gitt to bo old, there's .a ililljciilty. They wont to ilirt with the 
young people aud the young pc'Ople don't wnut them. If iho old 
people would be eontent U) llirt {together, I don't see wliy they sliould 
ever give it up;—idl Ihey'rc obliged to give up cverythiug, and go 
awiw.” 

Timt wiis Mrs. Grceuow's doctrine on the subject of flirtation. 




CHAPTER X* 

ntniiRcoATs. 

We will leave Mrs. Grccnow with her niece and two sisters at Yar- 
moutli, und rcturuing by stages to Loudon, n‘iil call upon Mr. (irty at 
bLH plu^ in Cambridgeshire as we jiass by. 1 believe it is ooncedea by 
all the other counties, that Cambridgesliire possesses fewer rural beauties 
than any other county in England. It is Tcry flat; it is not well 
timberen; the rivm arc merely dikes; and inn very large portion of 
the county the farms and Adds are dividcil simply by ditcues^iLOt by 
licdgerows. Such urraugements are, no doubt, well adapted for agri¬ 
cultural purposes, but aix not conducive to rural beauty. Mr. Grey’s 
rosidcuo^i was situated iu a ]uirt of Cambridgcsliire in whioh the above- 
named characteristics are vc^ much marked. It was in the Isle of Ely, 
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some few miles distant from tho cathodiid toirn, on the sulc of a long 
Btrai^ht road, which rau through tbc Holds for miles without even a 
hnsh to cheer it. Tho name of liis place was Ncthcrcouis, and \mv hr. 
lived generally throughout the year, and here he iutcaded to live 
throughout his life. 

Ilia fatlicr had held a prchcndal stall at Ely in times uheu prehcndal 
Bid la were worth more than they arc at nrrarnt, and liaring also horn 
possessed of a living in the jiciglihonrhofja, imil amassed a eon aider able 
sum of mimrv. Vi ii\\ this he ha<l during his life puithasml the pro- 
)>(n*tY of Nelhereords. and had built on it the house in wluch liis son 
now lived, lie had married late in life, and had lost his wife soon afler 
the birth of an only child. The house had been built in his own parish, 
and his wife had lived there for a few months and had tiled I here. But 
after that event the old chTgyiuau had gunr. bark to Ids resitlcucc iti 
the close at Ely, and there Joiui (rivy had had the home of his youlh. 
lie had bi^cn brought up under his father's eve, having been sent to no 
public school. But he. had gone to Cambridge, hud taken college 
iunioura, und had tlicu, his father dying exactly at this time, declined lo 
accept a fellowship. Ills father had left to liiin-aii income of some 
fiftcou hundred a year, and with this lie sat liimsrlf dowii, near to his 
college friends, near idso to the old cathedral which he loved, ui the 
house which his father had built. 

But tliough Ncthcrcoals posscoBcd uo beauty of scenery, though the 
country arouud it was in truth as uuinterfst ing its any ooinitry cmild he, 
it had many delights of its owu. The house itself \vas ils excellent u 
residence for a country gentleniau of mimll menus us taste and skill 
together could construct. I doubt whether prellier rooms were ever 
Bccu than the drawing-rmnn, the libniry, and tue dining-njum at Nether- 
coats. They were nil on the ground-floor, mid all opened out on to tho 
garden and lawn. The library, which was the largest of •the three, was 
a littudsomc chamber, mid so flilcd as to make Jt well known iu the 
nuiversity os one uf the best private cullcctioiis iu that part of Kii gland. 
iiui pcrliaps the gardon:i of Ncthercoiits coustftutod its grc4itc*hl glory. 
They were spacious and excellently kept up, and hud been originally laid 
out with that knowledge of gardening without w*hlch no gardcu, merely 
os a garden, con be filcciivc. And such, of ueecssity, was the gavden 
of mthcrouals. riac single forest trees there were none there, nor 
WAS it possible that there ^ould have been any such. Nor could there 
be a clear ripplbg stream with steep green banks, and broken rocks 
lyiiig about its bed. Such beauties are beauties of landscujie, mid do 
not of their nature belong to a garden. But the shrubs of Nelhcr- 
coatB were of the rarest kind, and bad been long enough iu their urc- 
Bcnt places to Imve reached tho period of their bcaoly. Nothing had 
been s|)arcd il^t a garden could want. Tbc fruit-trees were perfect iu 
their kind, and the glass-houses were so good and so extcjisive that 
Jobu Grey in liis pnidcncc was souictimcs templed to think that be liad 
too much of thcTO. 

It niust be understood that there were un grounds, according (o t)ie 
meaaiug usually given to that word, belonging to the house at Nether* 
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coats. Dctwccii llic gun leu aud ilic public roud there was a pnddooc 
bolongiug to the house, uluug ibc side of which, hut divided from it bj 
a hedge und shrubberv, rou the itriruie carriage-wuv un to the Jiouac. 
This swept through ific small Jhuit ilowcr gardcu, uividmg it mjuullj; 
Out the lawns, and indeed the wliolu of tliat which maile the beauty of 
the placC| lay ou the l>&ck of the house, ou which side opmed the win* 
dowa from tlic tlircc sitting-rooms. Down uu the uublie road there 
stood n lodge ut which lived one of the gardeners. Tliore was imolhcr 
Held of some six or seven acres, to which there wns u gate from tlio 
comer of the frout pruldock, imd winch went round two bides of the 
garden^ 'tbia was Ncthereuuts, and the whole estate covered about 
twelve acres. 

It was uot a place for much hacliclor etijouiicut of timl sort gciicmlly 
popular witli bachelors, nevertheless Mr. Urey had hreu cmustaiit in his 
residence there fur the seven yeai> whicli had now elapsed since bo had 
left his coUege. His easy neceu to Cambridge hud probably done much 
to mitigaic what might otherwise Imvo btvu the loo gaat tedium of his 
life; uud he had, prompted Ihcrelo by curly ussociulious, fouud most of 
hia soeicty iu the ehise of Kiy Cuthedrul. Ihd, with nil tliu delight ho 
could derive from these two sources, there had si ill been imuiy holUiiry 
liours iu Ins life, mid he had gradually learued to leel that he of all meu 
wanted a coai[>miiuu in his home. 

His visits to Loudou hud gcucndly been short mid far between, occa- 
Bion 'd piobably by some need iu the libniry, or by tbe ncccssily of some 
slight literary transaetiou w itii the editor or publisher of a periodical. 
Iu ouc of these visits lie liud met Alice Vavasor, uud had rcimdued iu 
town,-^l will not .say till Alice had promised to share his home in Cam« 
bridgosliii'e, but so lungXhut he hod a*soived before he weut ho would 
Ask. her to do so. lie bad naked her, uud we know that he had been 
successful. He liad obtained her promise, uud Croia lliut monieut uU his 
life hud been changed for him. Uilherto ut Ne thereout s his lit tie 
sinokiug-rooiii, his books, uud his plants had been everything to him* 
Mow he begun to surrouud hiuisclt with uu iuliiiity of feminiue hcloug- 
iiigs, oud to promise himself un infinity of feminine blessings, woudering 
much that he shcmld have been content to pass so loug a portion of his 
life ill tho dull seclusion which he liad endured. He w as uot by iiaturo 
un impatient man; but now ho became im|>aticat, longing for the 
fniitioii of his new idea of liappiucss,—longing to have that as his own 
which he corUiiily loved beyoud all cUc iu the world, and which, per¬ 
haps, was all he hod ever loved with the perfect love of equality. Jjut 
thougli iiiipalient, and fully aware of Lb own impalieucc, he acknow¬ 
ledged to miusolf that iUice could uot be exj^icctcJ to share it. lie could 
plan nothing uow,—could liavo no plcusuro in life that she was not ex- 

E CO ted to share. But as yet it could nut be so w*ith her. She had her 
ouso in Loudon, her town soeicty, uud her father. And iuasmucli as 
the change for licr would bn much gre^itcr limn it would be for him, it 
wus uAtural tliut she sboidd require some small delay, lie liad not 
pressed her. At least he had uot pressed her with tliul ca^r pi'csaore 
whi^ a girl must resist with something of the opposition of a contest 
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if she resist it at all. But in truth Iiis imp«itiencc was now waxing 
strong, and during Uie absence in Switxcrbuid, uf which wc have s|Hikcii, 
he resolved that a marriage verj iute iu the uuluum,—that u nmrriagn 
even in wiuterj would be betier limn a inarringc pnstiHjncil lilt ilio 
foliow*tug year. It wsia nut yet late in August when tins parly ri'luriird 
from ilicir tour. Would not a further delay of two mouths for 

his bride ? 

Alice bad written to him occa.Monally from Swilzcrhmd, and her first 
two letters hud been very cbarinuig. They had referred tilmost exclu* 
sivciy to the tour» nud had been made pleusmtt with some slightly 
coloured urcouut of (Icorgc Vuvusor'a idleness, and of Kute’.s obedience 
to her brother’s behe>U» Alloc hud never^wriCtmi much uf love in her 
lovtdcUci's, und Urey was well enough c<HrtenU*d wilh lu:r stylei though 
it was not impassioned. As for doubling her love, it was not in liie 
iieart of the man to do so after it Imd he(*u once assured to him liy licr 
word, lie could not so slightly i'CS]K‘Ct himself or lice uh to leave room 
for such a doubt in his bosom, lie was a man who could never Imvv 
snggi^sted to hhusclf Hint a woman loved him till the fuel was there be¬ 
fore him; but who huviug nsccrUuned, as he might think, the fact» 
could never suggest to himself Uiat her love wumld fail him. Her lirst 
two letters from bwilseriaiid had been very pleasant; but aHer thui 
tljcrc had seemed to have crcjit over her a iiidanclioly which she unouii- 
sciuusly trunsferred to her words, and wliieh he could not but (ustc iu 
iliein,—ut lirst uucuusciously, also, but soon with su pluhi a favour tliul 
he vccognised it, and made it a mailer of mental inquiry. During tlio 
three or four lost days uf the journey, whdu they wiuvi ut Busle, and an 
Ilnur way lioiuc, she hadiiioi writlcu. But she did write ou tiui day ul'tcr 
her arrival, having then received from Mr. iirvj a IclU.r, in w hich lio 
told her how verv much she would add to liis haf>puiess if she wonhj 
now agree that tbeir niarriugi* should not be paslpoued beyond the end 
of October. This letter she found iu Iut room on liur retin a, uud this 
she answered at ouco. And she answered it in such words tliiit Mr. 
Urey resolved that lie would ut once ^ to her in Loudon. 1 will give 
her letter at leugdi^ us 1 shall tlicu be best able to proceed with my 
etory quickly. 


“Queen Anne Strwt, 

“ —AogU}*t, ISO-. 

“DrAETM^T John,— 

V\*c reached liomc ycslcnlay tired enough, as wc came 
through from Bans without stopping, i luuy indeed say timt we came 
through from Strasbourg, as we only slept iu Baris. 1 don’t like Stras¬ 
bourg. A steeple, after all, ifi not every (hitig, aud puliiug the steeple 
aside, I don't think the style is good. But the hotel was uncomfort¬ 
able, whicii goes for so much^^Hud then we were soturuted with beauty 
of a bettor kind. 

" I got your letter directly 1 coinc iu last night, and i suppose I had 
better dash ut it at ouee. 1 would so willingiy delay doing saying 
nice little tilings the while, did i not know that tins n oulil be nn ru 
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cowul'dicc. Whatever Lupi^cus I wou't be a cowarJ, and IborcToie 1 
Will tell vou atoiiccihai *1 caimol let you Iioih; tliut we should W 
luurdeJ this yeur. Ol* coui’se you wUi usL me why> )ou have u rt^hi 
to (lo; aud ut coui’se 1 mn htiiiiid (o niiKWcr. 1 do not know IImi Icuu 
I'ivt! auy answer wiili uhicli you will not )uvc a to eomplain. 
Ir it be 3u, I c»u only your t)anJou fur lUa iujury 1 aui dum^ 

JOll. 

is a {(real, ehaai^ i» lilV,—much greater to hio tliaji to 
you, uIhmmII remam iu your old bouMi, oUl kei'.p your old pursuit*^, 
'wiU Mill U'vour owu muslrr, uioi will eiiuuge oi uoihiug—exeept lit 
(hK> liiutyon v>Kd have a ^om)KluioM wlio pndKihlv may' uul ho alt ihal 
espeet. Ibii. I iiiust idiangt* cveryiliiiig. )l will be tx) luo Ud 
I'ltJiigh 1 wen* iKisxing ihriuigh a grave io a iievv world, J .shall see 
uoiliiie;: Muit I liavo beeu mvitshnued 1o see, aial mii^t ahauduu.ali ibe 
uavfl ui lilt* lout r have liillieHii a>iopled. i)\ C'Miija* I slanild have 
Uio.o’ht (if lljis hefoie I accejiKHl you ; nud I dal llioik of il. I male 
n|) my mind llml. as 1 iniU loved you, 1 would nsk (he change;—that 
i uoidd vihk il Idr your ^ako uml for uimi*, ln>puig that L miglit add 
boiiiethiug to your lmp(nu<*s^, and ih«st 1 migii( seciuxi my ueii. Dour 
Joliii, do jiol. .suppose liiut 1 despair Mini it m.iy be so; bul, imleud, you 
must not luirry me. I mu:>t tune myself lo the ciuiuge that L have 
lu make, 
living with 
me mad I* 

Vou most not ash me again till iho wmler shall have pas:;cd away. 
Jf in the lueaiiliiue J shall iind Ilut 1 have Ihuui wrung, 1 will Jnimhly 
e oiless l imt 1 have vvrongi*d you, aud ask y<Mi to lurgtvc irio. And 1 
vull freely mlniil llns. If tin; delay which I now propose i$ so eonlrary 
to your ouu pLiis ;vs io make yuitr mitniuge, umicr such circuinsiauccs, 
not iimt wJfh'h you had ex|evtrd, I kuovv that you arc true to tell me 
mill lo say that our <mgagcim*ut shall bo over. 1 am well aware 
that I cun imvo no right to bind you tu u marriage at one period 
vvliieli y<)U laid only omlompluted us to take placx* ut unotlier period. 
J think I may pjoinise I hut 1 will obey ;iiiy wish you limy cxpre.ss iu 
anylhij^g,’*'i:xo<'pt in iJiat one lldug wliicu you urged ni your Iasi 
leMer. 

l\yu* is giving dowii to i’linnouth with Mra. Greonow, and I shall 
see no mure oi her prububiy till uc\t year, its she will he due iu W est* 
inorelaJiJ alier 1 liaU (i«*orgc left me at the duor when ho brought me 
jiuiiu', and derhu'vil that lie iutendrd to vanish out of London. WheLher 
iu tv>\vik or out, he is never to hr. seen at this perimt of the year. Pajia 
oflbrs to go io llauisgmc for a fortnight, but lur luoks so wi'etriicd when 
he makes llic oUbr, that L shall not huve llic heart to liold iiiin to ii. 
Lady Muelcod very mnch wants me to go to Chelleiiliam. **I very muck 
wuiit uot th go, simply because i c;m never agree with her about any* 
tiling; hut it aid [uobahly end in my theiv for u week or two. 

i)vcr ami heyom! that, i have no pros|H*els urlbi'c Christii*as which nre 
iiol purely dumesliu. Tlicrc is> n project that w‘c shall ad eat our 
Chrisliuua vliuucr ut Vavasor Hulli^of coui'^e jtol iiicludiug Georgs,-* 


\Uiat if i should w.ikc sonic mornmg aiiec sm iuouiuh 
you, and tell you iiuil the quiet of your homo was making 



NJ&T HE SCOOTS. 73 

Cut tilid i^rojecl is quite iu lUc cluudb> uud, as br as I mn couccmcd, 
will rcinalu tliorR. 

^*i)cav JgbUi let me Ucar iLal iliis let Her docs not make you uiiliappy, 

“Most atfcctioiiatelj youra, 

Alice Vavasoil'* 

At Nclhci'coais^ the post was lirouglit iu at bn akfasUiroe, and Mr, 
Grey silliug wiili Ins lea aud lictore liiiu, wluu lie read Alice’s 
Ictlcr. Uc Te\id it tsvicc belurc he W^u to ihuik what ho woidd do in 
regard to it, njul tlioi reiVrri d to one or two otluTa wideh lie liad re* 
reued tVoiu Swilxerland,— rc:idiiig Ihcm alM> very eavetully. Alter that, 
he look up the slouch bat which he had Weu weaiiug iu the garden 
before he inis culled to Ills bmiUfast, and, Willi the letters in Ills liuud, 
tauulorcd <lowu among the shrubs mid law us. 

Ho knew, lie thought he kiuwv, that there was more iu Alice’s mimi 
l.limi a lucre w ish for delay. There was iiioro iu it than that besdaliuu 
lo lake at onceui step winch she nidly desired to take, if uut now, llicii 
alter some short intervuL lie felt that she was uuhunjty, uiul uiiimppy 
heenusa she dislnisted tlic results (d her inurriage; hut it never for a 
moment occurred to him that, therefore, the cngugiunuiit between them 
should be broken, lu the Ci>t place lie loved her loo well to allow of 
Ills udmittiiig such un idea without terrible sorrow to hnuself He wus 
A coustmit, linn man, stuuewhut reserKd, and unwilling to make new 
acqiiaijjtancc.H, mid, tliiTcforr, sjicididly unwilling to break uwuv Jrom 
those whidi he had made. Undoubtedly, had lie lalistieU himself tbut 
Alice s hujipiuc^s d(uniinde%l such u sacriticu of himself, he would Imvc 
made it, and inude it wilhoiit a word of cumplaint. The blow would 
not have pros!ruled him, but tlio bruise would huve icmaincd on Ins 
heart, iudrliblr, not to bo hi*uled but by dcalli. He would huvo sub* 
milted, and uo man would hate sceu that he Imd been injuivd. But it 
did not once occur to him lluit buch a proc'erdiiig on his )>art would bo 
bcnclicial to Alice. Without being uwaix: of it, he leckuiuat himself to 
he the nobler ciTuturc of the two, mid now thougliL of her us of oue 
w ouuded, and wanting a cure, ^yjme wrakucss laid fallen on her, and 
strength must be given lo her from another, ilo did not in the least 
doulil Ijcrloie, but he knew that she had bveu ass:(rt!iatcd, for ufew 
weeks past, w*iili two peraons whose daily eoiivcrsatiuii would he prone 
to* w'cakeu the tone <d her mind. He do more thought of giiing 
up than a man iliiuks of having his leg cut oif bccuusti lie has spramod 
Ins sinew's. He W'ould go up to town mid see iier, ami would not even 
yet ubundou all h(>]>c that site niiglil bo luund sitting at his board 'Ahen 
Chribtinus should come. By that day’s post he w 1*010 a short note to her. 

“ l)cai*est Alice,” he sakl, ** J have resolved to go lo Loudon at ouec. 

I will be with you lu the cveuiui? at cinbl. the day utter to inorroiv. 

b b j lours, J.G.’’ 

'i'hcre was no more iu the letter tlmu lltil. 

And now,” she sold, when she received it, I must dure to tell mm 
the whole truth ” 
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CItAPl'ER XI. 

JOHN Q\iK\' GOES TO 

And whii wuh tliu wliolc Irulli ? Alice VuvAsor, when she declareJ 
to lierM'ir 11 ml &1jc niu&t U*ll her lover I he whole imtU> wa.s cxpr<*Bsiiig 
to herH'lf Iter iiitciitiou of end 1o her engti^'iniiit \utli Mr. 

(jrey. She was acknonled^nt^ Uiut that which bad to be told was nut 
coini^atiblc w'iMi thr love anii tterfeel failh wldrh mIic owed to the uiaii 
wlio was her ullhinecd husliuiuV Ami yil, why shoiihl it be so!* She 
dui nut iulend to tell him limt siltc had been faUe in her h»vc lo him. 
It >vASHot that lier heait had a^aiu vr<TetJ it .self round and ^dveu itself 
to that ui!d camsiu (d Uvn*. Tjioii|;h nhv. ini^dil hi'l herself coJistruiueit 
to i»iri from John (>n* 7 , (h^orgi: Vavasor could ne\er he her husband. 
Of (liut she assured hciMlf lillv limes durin;^ flic tuo Rrace \\hioli 
hud bt^cu allouid her. Xav» she went furl her ihau ilmt wdli herself, and 
pronouticed a veialiet a^^unst any niArriaire ah jiossildc to her if kIjc jiow 
decided a;,miiist this iiiarri:i;(f* which had fur sumo months jmst been 
regal (led ns lixed by herself and all her iViends. 

reo|ilc often sny Lliat murriagi^ is an impurtanl thing, and shoutd be 
much thought of in ud^aiiee, and imuTyiiig people aii: cautioned that 
there are many who marry in Inistu ami re|R'iit ui Icisuii). 1 urn not 
sure, huucver, thal innrihigo may not be pcmdcrc^d over too much; nor 
do L feel c(;Haiu that (be leisurely repent;uicc does not us often follmy 
the leisurely lunrrluges us it doe:!v the raoid ones. That some repent no 
one can doubt; but i mu iiieluied to believe (hat must mou and women 
take tlieir lots iis they liml llicm, nmnying os the birds do by foi'uc of 
nature, and g^ang on with tlieir males wiih a genorAl, tliough not per¬ 
haps an undisturbed satisfaction, feeling imrarilly assurnd tliut Provi¬ 
dence, if Ll have not done Hie very best for them, bus done for thnui us 
well as they could do for lliemselves with all the thought in the world. 
1 do not kuow that a woman ran asaiire to bcrsclf, by her own prudenco 
and (asle, a good busbund any more than she eua add two cubifs to her 
sfnlurc; but husbands hove bccu luudc to be decently good,—and 
wives too, for tlic most part, in our ooiinirj,—so that the tlmigdoca 
not require quiio so inueli tliiukiug as some people say. 

'That Alice Vuvu^^or had thought too much about it, I feel quite suir. 
bhc had gone on thinking of it tdl sliu had filled bcTSclf with a cloud of 
doubts uliich even llic sunshine o{ love was uiiublc to drive from her 
heave us. Tliut a girl should really love the umu she iutcpds to luar^, 
that, at cuiy rate, ma) lie admitted. But love generally couics cosily 
enough. VViih nil Iut doubis Alice never doubted her love for Mr. 
Grey. Nor did she doubt Ills character, nor his temper, nor bis means. 
But bhc hud gone uu tluuking of Ihc muUcr till lar iiiiud had become 
lUlcd witli some nndelked idea of the importance to her of her own 
life. What should a woman do with her hie F There had arisen round 
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bcr a floclc of Icanicd Indica aakii^ iiiat question, to wliom it seems 
that tlitt proper answer has never ^ct occurred. Full in lovr, nmiTy the 
niou^ liuvc two ctiildrcn> aud live Itappy ever ufterwurds. 1 maintain 
tiuit gQswcr bos as much wisdom in it os any other that can bu ffwti ; 
or pcriiapa more. The advice conUiiicd in it cannot, porhapsi, 
always be fullowed to Die letter; but ucithcr can the advice ol the 
other kiiid, which is given by the flock of learned ladies who ask the 
iiucslion. 

A Mnirimu's life is important 1o her,—ua is flint of a man fo him, 
chiefly in regard to that which she shall do witli it. Thu cliief 
tiling far lier to Took fo is the unuiner in wliieli tlnif snmriliing 
hluiil be doue. It U of moment In a young man when entering life 
to dreido wbcliicr he shall make haU or siims; but not of Indf the 
niument tiint will bo that other decision, wlirlher he sluill make good 
shoes nr bad. Aud so with a woman11* she shall have reru^giiimai 
ttic necessity of truth and hoiicMy for the purposes of her life, J do 
not know that slic nceil usk berscit many quest ions a^ to whut she will 
do with iU 

Alice Vavasor was ever asking hernclf that question, luid had by 
degrees filled herself with a vague idea that flioiu was a somclliiiig to 
lie done; u soniethiiig over uml bcvoiid, or perhaps nitogellicr beside 
that iiiaiTviug ami having two ebildveH;^if she only kiu.vv wluit ii 
Mas. She had Idled hersi'ff, or had heeii tilled by her eousins, with an 
umieliued ambition tiiat made bar r<*stli"<s witlioiit giving her any real 
food fur her mind. Ulicii she told hersf'lf that she uould have no 
fci*ope for action in that life in Caml»hlg'*^liiMi wlueh Mr. tJrey wa.s pro* 
uaiiMg for bcr, she did not herself know wiiat she meuiit by aeliou. 
llud any one accused her of lieing afraid to separate beraeJf rrom 
jjomlou society, sfie would have di'clare.d that sue went very liltlc 
into socielv mid disliked ihai little. Had it bean whispered to her 
ill at she loved the ueigliboui*ho<nl of the sbopH, she would Imvo 
scorned the wliis])crer. ilad it been suggested tliat the CDiitinund 
ruUle of tlie big city was jircessury to her Imppinm, she would have 
doulurcd that she aud her father had picked ant for tiieir roiduncii the 
luiet.rst street iu Loudon becmiH' siie could not bear noise;—mid >el 
die told herself that she feared to be taken into the desolate culiimcs!) 
of Cambridgeshire. 

'When she did contrive to fmd any answer to that question ns (o uhat 
she should do with her life,—or raliier wliut ahe would wisii fo do unh 
it ii* she were a free agent, it was gencTally of a poUlical iiiiiure. She 
was not so far advanced hs to thiuk (hat women should be lawyei'S uiid 
doctors, or to wish that sIm might have the privilege of the fmiiehu^j 
for Uci^eLf; hut she hud aiuloubtedly a Itaukcriijg after aornc .He<t<;ntl- 
hand political maumuvcriiig. She would have liked, I thiuk, to have 
been the wife of the h ud<T of a ILidhal opposiimn, iu the tiims when 
such men were put into prison, uiid to nave kept up for him his «eiliU'»iii 
cnjTt“<poiuh:nc<i while Im la\ iu the Tower. Slie would have earned 
the uuswers to him uiside bcr stays,-*fiiid have mode long journeys 
down iuto uortlicru parts without uuy rooucy, if the ouuso required il> 
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81io would have liked to Lave around her ardent spirits^ male or female, 
wbo would have 1ulk<*d of ** ihc ciiusi!,*’ and liuvu kept alive in her some 
flumo of political lire. As it was, she Imd no cause, iler iutlicr’s 
poiitic^ti views were very mild, luidy Mnulei*d*8 were deadly nmserva- 
tiva. Kale Vavasor was an aspiring Kadicul just now, because her 
brother was in tlu: same line; but during ihc year of tlie lovc*passugcs 
between George ond ^^liee, George Vavasor’s polities hud been us con* 
servalive us ;^ou please, lie dal not become a Kuibcal till lie Iiud 
(pjarrelled with his gratidruOier. Now, indeed, lie was possessed of 
very advanced viewp,—views with which Alu*c felt that she could syinpa* 
tliisc. iiiil w'hut would lie the use of svinrmlliisiug down in Cambridge* 
bliire P John Grry liail, so U\ speak, noV^ditics. He had dceuled views 
as to the treutmeut whicli the itoniau Semate n eeived fioui Angubtu^, 
Olid liud even discussed with Alice the conduct of tlic Crirumlibts at the 
time of i<obc8])ierrc’& trium])h; but for Manchesttr and ilb cures he 
bud no appuniit solicitude, and hnd declared to Aliee tliai he would not 
Bcccpi It bint in the Jkilibh iiouse of Cominoos if it were* olfered to liim 
free of ( xpeiihc. M hut polilic.'d eiithubia.^in could bite indulge with 
anch a crmi|>union down in (ambialgeshin V 

8hc thought too much of all thiH.^aml was, if 1 may buv, over 
prudent in caJculaling Ihc chances of her liappiucss undo! his. Kor, 
to give hex credit lor what wub her due, she wus (juilc as anxious on 
the hftU*r head as on Urn former. I don't care for lia* Jtuinau bcnule/^ 
filic would say lo Jicrsclf. J don't care much far the Girondisls. liow 
am 1 lo l^dL to him day utlvr day, night after night, when w*c biiall be 
alone logerther P 

Ko doubt her tour in 8w*i(/erhmd with her cousin hud had same 
clTcct in making such though Is btrungcr u(»w than they had ever bciu. 
8hc had not again learned to love her cousin. She nub as iirmly sure 
us ever that she could never hw. him moio. lie had insulted her love; 
uud tliotigli site liad foi given him and again cm oiled lum amuug her 
dearest friends, she (a>uld never agsiiu feel for him that ]>assioii winch a 
woman means when she aekiiowlcdgcs that she is in love. That, as 
n'gaixled her mid George Vavasor, was over. Jlut, iic\cnholcss, there 
had been a some thing of romance during those days in ^uiuerloud 
which she feared she ^umld legret when she iouiid hcridf settled at 
^ietU^reual^. Mic envied Kate. Kate could, as liis sister, attach her* 
sell ou to Georges indhieol eaieer, and obtum Iioin it all ihat ixeilc* 
incut of life wiiicli Alice di'sirt'd for herself. Ahcc cc^nid not love 
her coubiu ajnl many him; but die felt that if she could do so 
without impropriety bhc would like (o stick elos4> to him like «nuollicr 
siirtcr, lt> si>end her money in aiding liis career in Tiuliauxenl us Kate 
wiadd do, and trust herself and her career into the boat wKjcL he was 
to command. Mic did not love her cousin; but bhe still bcKcNtd in liim, 
n iailh w hich he certiiinly did uot deserve. 

Ae the two da;ys jessed over her, her mind grew luoie and more 
fixed IIS to ils purpose. Hie would tdl 11 r. Grey (hat si c uas not tit 
to be his uife^aud she would beg him lo pardon iicr and to leave her» 
It never occurred to her thul i>ciha|i« he might rclubc to kt her.go. 
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8bc feU aulte sure tkut would be free as soou as slkc had Rpokca 
tho word whicli aho iuleudcd to apeak. li‘ she could apeiJc it wilh 
(lecisioa she would be frcci and to attain that decision abc would .school 
herself with her utiitost sirtugih. At one moment ahe tlioughtof telling 
all to her father tuid of bcgglug him to break tho mutter to Hr. 
Grey; but she knew that her futlicr would not understand \m, and 
that he would be very hostile to iter,—saying hard, uucouirurtablo 
wordsj winch would jsrobablv be sjiarcd if the tfiiug were done bclbro 
he wua infomed. ^lor would she write to Kate, whose letters to her 
at this lime were full of wit ul the cx|k*usc of Mrs. Ureeuow. 
would tell Kale us soon as the Ihujg uas done, hut uot belbro. Tliut 
Kale would sympatliibo with her, she was ^uitc certain. 

tio the two days pnhsed by mnl ilic liuie came ul which John Grey 
was to he there. i\s the minute hand oii the drawing'rooui cluck c:uuc 
round to the full hour, site felt that her heart was beating with u 
violence which she could not repress. The thing sc'cmcd to her to as« 
sumc bigger dinuiisioiis thuu it had liilhcrto done, bite begun to bo 
aware that she was about tu be guilty of a great iniquity, when it was 
loo late for Jicr to change her uiiud. bhe could nut bring liersulf to re¬ 
solve that she would, oo the oiomcul, change licr mind, blie bciieved 
tliut she could never nui'dou herself sucli weakness. Jhit yet she felt 
herself to he uwurc thut her purpose was wicked. ^Vhen the kuouk at 
tlkC door was at loat heard she tremhh d and feared that she w<mid 
uluiohl be unable to sjuuik to him. Might it be possible that there 
should yet be a lopticve for her I* Ku; it was bis step on the stairs, 
Olid there he was lu the rootii with her. 

Jkly dearest," he said, coming to her. Uis smile w os sweet and 
loving us it ever was, and Lis voice hud its usual manly, genial, loving 
tone. As he walked across Ihc loom Alice felt that he was a man ot 
whom u wife might bo very proud. He was tail and very haudsomc^ 
with brown hair, with bright blue eyes, and a mouth like u god. It 
was the beauty of his mouth*^beauty wluch comprised tii niness wilhir 
itself, that made Alice ulVaid of him. Uo was still dressed in his morn 
ing doihes; but he was a tuau who always seemed to bo well dressed. 
** My dearest," be said, advancing across Uic room, and before she knew 
how to stop hctscU* or him, he had token her iuliis arms and kissed her. 

He did not inimedialeW begin about tho letter, but placed her upon 
the sofa, seating himself by her side, and looked into her face with 
loving eyes--not as though to scrutiuise whui might le amiss there, 
but as though determined to enjoy to ihc full his privilege as a loier. 
There was no reproach at any rate in bis countenance;—none os yet ; 
uor did it seem that he thought that he had any cause for fear. They 
sut in this way for a moment or two in 6iic;iico, and duriug those loc- 
ments let*was summoning up licr courage to s)x:ak. Tim paljuiuticn 
at her heart was already gone, and she was deUnmioed that she would 
speak. * 

Though I am very glad to eeo you/* she said, at last, 1 am soriy 
that my letter should have given you tlic trouble ol this jouriicy." 

** Trouble 1 ** he said* ** I^ay, you ought to know that it is no troubJOi 
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1 have uol enough to do down ai Kctliercoals to make the running up 
to kI aii^ liJtic an unplva^suiit cxcUciuciit. bo jour bwias journey 
went oil* h *' 

\cs, it w<mi oir very plcusaiilly.^’ Thie dtcaaid in that tone of voice 
which dourly uiipli(6 (hut iho speaker u nut Ihinking of the wordf 
:ipolcn. 

And Kate lina now loll you ? ** 

yo« ; she is with her aunt, at I he rca-sUc ” 

•'bo i tinder&lund j—-aucl y<mr coiibrn Cieurge}'” 

J never know much ul GiMirgo s inovemeiita. Uo may be In town, 
Ijiit I liuve not MTU him siuo<r 1 ermic hnek/^ 

Ah! Ilial ib Iho way wilh fnciKb living in liomlou. Unless cirenm* 
etuners bring them tognlier, lliev :m: in iaoi fmther u]KO't than it they 
liVcal JilLy Holes usnmier in ihc country. And he maii;u;c(i io gel throiigfi 
all llie trouhlii williunl losing )our luggmro for you very often *r” 

If you \\‘vv(i to toy llml vvn dui not hiM* Iu5, tliut would be nearer 
the mark, i'ml, John, ^im have eouie uji to ii<mdon in (his suddeu vay 
to ii]ieuk to Inn about my letter lo }un. I.s it not su i 
“ Cctlnmly it is so. CVrUiuly 1 Imve/’ 

iiave tlimight much, since, of wlmt 1 theu wrote, very much^ 
very much, indeed; and 1 luivc kurned u>U tI sure that we hud beU 
ter- 

“ blop, Alice; stop ?i moment, love. Do not speak hurriedly. Shall 
1 fell ,v<ju uhat 1 leuiued rimu your letteri* 

les; tell me, if you timik ii Inller t hat you sKciuld do so/' 

*'i'eriaijis it may he heller. J leunied. love, that something had been 
laid or done during your jtiurney^(»r iierliaps only vvonelhing iliought, 
that Imd made you inetiujelady, amt liiJed your luiud lor u vthUe with 
thoM: iiiJHuhblaiilial and indilinable JTgri'U Itn the past which vve arc all 
apt U) IitI at eeilain luonnnts ol our life. There arc few ul us who do 
not lueijiiuler, now and again, some of tliat irraliomd spirit of sadness 
which, when overdndulgiU, drives Jitcu 1o inudiiess and self-deblruction. 
1 UM'd to know well what it viva bilin'c 1 knew yon ; bul since I Imvo 
hhd tlie hope of having you in my Louse, J have banished it utterly. 
In tliat i lliiiik I liiive Utu siroiiger than yon. Du not speak under 
the iijlluenev of ibiit spirit till you liavc thought whether vou, too, con^ 
nut bainsli liJ* 

** 1 have tried, and ii will uot he banished.’* 

Try again, Alice. Jt is a daoined spirit, and belongs neither Co 
heaven nor !•<) earih. Do'nut sav to me the words that you were about 
to say till yon have wresth'd witu ii manfully. 1 think 1 know wb&t 
words were to be. Uyou love luc, tliosc words should not be 

tpokou. If you iio uot-* 

** If 1 do uot iovt* you, 1 love uo one upon earth.” 

** I believe it. 1 believe it as i believe m my own love for you. I 
trust yoiir love iinplieilly, Alice. 1 kiidw tlwt you love me. I think 1 
cun mid yum mind. Ted me that 1 timy return to Cambridgeshire, and 

S in plead u^y cause for mi eaily mumiigc from thence. J Will uot 
e such speech from you to uicau more than it suy$! ” 
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Sho sat quiet, looking at }iim—looking full into hh £ice. She had Iq 
nowine cltoiiged her ndud, but after such tronb froai Iiiui, she did not 
know l}ow to declare to him her rr&nlnUon. There was soinoiliiug in 
iiU manner Umt nwed Iiit -aud soniethiug also that soflem'd her. 

Toll me/' said hi% ‘‘llial I may see vou iigfiin to-morrow morniug 
in our usual quiet, loving way, and that 1 may return homo t^Muorrow 
evening. 1 *i\miouucc u jcu to that speech from me, aud 1 will abk Ihr 
nolhiug further/* 

No; i cniinat do so/' she said. And llio l<inr r^f her voice, os she 
spoke, was dillercnt to uiiy lone that he had lieard before fnnn het 
mouth. 

*' Ik tliat mehmehidv iiend tm) slrong for you !* lie smiled ».s hesnid 
this, and us he smiled, lie t<mk her !iand. 8li^ did not a1 lenml to it Ini raw 
it, hut sat h) him in a alruuge euIioncsK, looking stimeliL hefoie her 
Into the middle of (he room. " i*on have not struggled wiln it. Ion know, 
fls 1 do, (luit it is u bad fiend und a M'ickisl one—lieud that Is proiii^iU 
ing you to the. worst ermdty in the world. Alice ! Alice ! A hen ! 'ny 
to Ihiuk of all (iiis os tliough aonie other pi'rbon were couecrued. If it 
were your friend, wlmt ml vice w<nild you give her i *’ 

I Wfiuld bid licr tell (heinauwliu Jmd loved her—that is, if he 
were noble, gooib and gn^ut^ilmt she found hcrM*ir to bo unlit to he 
ills wih^; uiidthen 1 would iml her ask his pardon Iminbly on her kina^’* 
As she said this, she sunk doun hefoi'o him on lo the llgor, aud looked 
np into his face with an expre.s.sion of sad coniri(ion winch almost drew 
luin b om liis proposed liirmiCM. 

lie lisd pnr[KiM'd lo Ik^ firm— 1o yield io her m nothing, resolving to 
treat all that she might say as Uiv fudhiciaiatiou of u sickcurul imagina* 
tion—as the cITect of absolule Miuii of healib, for uhieli souji:change ia 
her mode of life would be (he best 0111*0. ^hc might bid Iiiiu lM*gane m 
what language she would. Jlu knew well that sucli was her intenticm. 
Ibit lie would not allow a word coming rt*om her in bueh u way to dis¬ 
turb arruDgimicnts made for the liaopiiicbs of their joint live s. As a 
loving husbund would treat a wile, who, in some czce])lioiiabIe moment 
of u nmlanclioiy malady, should declare herself luiublc lo remain longer 
in her home, so wouhriie treat her. As for accepting whut kIiu might 
say as )iis disinissHl, lie would ns soon think of taking tlir fruit-trcoa from 
the southern wall because the suu buinetmics bluiies from the 1101 Ih. 
l\ii could not treat citlici his interests or hers so lightly as 
that. 

« But what if he grmipd no such pardou, Alice P I will grant none 
snmi. You arc my wife, my own, my dearest, my choscu one. You Hi*e 
all that 1 value in the world, my treasure and my comfort, my earthly 
liuppinoss and my gleam of aonietbing better that U to Dome hureabcu*. 
Do you thiuli that 1 shall let you ^ fn>m me in that w»y P INo, love. 
If you arc ill I will wail till your itiiic&s is gouc by; and, if wilt let 
me, I will be your nurse.** 

•• T am not lU.” 

THot ill with any defined sickness. You do not ^hake wiih ague, n<i? 
does your head rack you with acluug; but yet you moy bo ill. Think 
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of wliuL has passed bciwcrii \}*i. Must jou uot bo ill vlico you seek to 
put nu (*ud to all (hut ^luy Cjiu^e assigued Y 

** You Mill not lieur iny rcMSOUs/’—sliu Mas still kneeling before him 
Olid looking up into his taeu. 

** I M'lil hear l.hnu if }*ou nill IcU mo Chat they refer to any suppoH'd 
faults of my own.'’ 

No, u«, no! ” 

I Mill m>l hear them. It is for me to find out jour faulls, nod 
w])(ii I ija\c loujid out any that require com|»lainl| I will o(mm nntl 
make it. JJeur Aliev, i wh*li you knew how J umg lor you/* Thai lie 
put his hand ii[um her hair, as (hough ho voiild am>s Jior. 

Jiul this alio Miiiihl not sulfri', bo ilw rose blowly, and slood with lar 
hand upon (he tublo in hie uuJdlc of the ruaiK *'Mr. (jivy—■ ** 
she bail!. 

If YOU M ill cull mo so, 1 blmll lliiuk it uiiK a lart of vour iim- 
ludy/* ^ 1 • 

** Mr. Lirry,'* she conliiiucd, *'i can onlj that Mill take u.a 
fit my word/* 

*^Uji| but J will not; cctlaiiily I will uul, if tliul would he adveise 
to my own iidcrrMs/* 

*'Iam lliiukiiig of Vfmr iidrn*s(s; I urn, iiiJual ;^al any rule as 
iTiucli US of my ow II. 1 lad rpiilc suio dial 1 bhould uut make you 
Imppy us yuur wife^qiiilo hurc; and feeling that, I think that ] am 
right, even after all thal lias j^asMsI, lo ask your toi'givcncbb, and iu h< g 
that our cii{pigeua*nt may U* oier/’ 

Alice, no; never with my consent. 1 cauucil lell you widi 
wlmt cciiitcutiiicnl 1 would marry you Cu-inorrow—tO'inorrow, or uc.\t 
mouth, or the rnunUi alter. Ibit if it cauuot be bo, then 1 will mujI. 
Nutlujig but your umrriagv witli some one else would cuminco 
mo.** 

** I cannot convince yon iu Ihut woy,*’ she said, smiling. 

You will convince me in nu other. You have uot spoken to your 
father o( tliis as yet t '* 

“Not U9 yet/* 

*^I)o no( do so, at any rale for the prrsad. You will own that it 
might l«c pusbililc I hut you ayouM have to unsay wLat you had 
said/' 

“No; it is not possible." 

“ Give yourself and me the chance. It can du no harm. And, Alice, 

1 Cbk you now for nu rrasfuis. 1 will not ask yoiir rcasmis, or oven 
listen to ihem, because 1 do not Ixdicvc that they will long huve etlect 
ev en ou yourself. Do you btili ihbik uf going to Cheltenham Y " 

** 1 haw doculcd ou uotliiug a** yvt.“ 

“ If X were you, 1 would go. I think a cliauge of air would be good 
for yon/* 

“ Yes; you treat me as though 1 were partly billy, and [Mirlly iusane; 
but it is uoi so. The change you bitcak ul should he iu my uuturu, and 
ua yours." 

He shook his head and still smiled. There w as soiucthing in tlis 
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fmpertuibed secnritj of liis maimer vliicU alniosl Biodc hrr m^vy wiili 
tiiin. It 8e<Mncd us tliougli Uc assumed so great a suprriiirits tliui liu 
fdt blinsiOf able io I rent nuy resell ve of hers us ilio jicl ulauco of a ebiiiK 
And lliongii Uc spoke in strong language u/ Lis love, aud of Ins 
Limt slic bLuiild come (o Luii, yet Lc wmi so well able to coinmniul lim 
frclings, that he sLoueJ no sign of grief ut the comniunicnitoa sLc liad 
made Lo In in. >Sic did not doubt Ins love, but she Ik IiciciI him to bn 
so mud) tlic muster of Ins lovc-^as lie uns the master of evfaylhmg 
ils(*, that her M*]>;nalum from him wonUl ouiisn liim im iiucoiihollabli; 

! ;ri( t. lu tl)al she uUvrly faiktl u> underfund his eliniiu trr. il.ul slin 
mown liiin la tier, she in.glit hare beni sure lhat siteh aheparatmn m>w 
uoiild uiLh hhii liain caiiivcl murk to llir grave. Slioiilil hr snlnnit 
io her decision, Jn* lumld go Lome and seUln liiinv If fi> L.h books Iho 
^ie\t dji) ; hut on no luhouiiig day Mould lie be again capuble of walk- 
. jiig h'rili among hi^ iluuers uitli au ea-sv heurl. lie was u stioiig, coa- 
hlant man. juihaps owruamscious of fij> own streaglh ; but Un ji his 
ftiirngih wuH gmil. ** lie is perfect I ** Abco had said lu liersrlf ofiva. 
CJh, lImt be were less jH*rn*cl! ” 

ilc did not slay with her long alter the last word that las boon re* 
corded. *' iVrhups/* hn said, as fui* n moment ho held her Imad nl 
palling, ** 1 Imd hi Her not come to-morrow/* 

. jsu, no; it is l*eU<T not/' 

^ 1 aduse you not to Cell your fallier of IIiik, and douh(lcs5i yoti will 

think td it before you do sOr iiut if yon do lull him, let me know that 
\y(m have done m)/^ 
iVliy iual V ” 

leaubc in sneli case I oIm) must aoc him. God bless youj Alice t 
God Ui>s you, deare.sl, dimest Alice 1 *' Then lie went, and she sal 
tii(TC on Hie bohi willioui moviug, fill ihc heard her lather's feet as ho 
came tin the sluirs. 

** M hat, Alice, arc you not in bed yet:" 

** Mot yd, pupa." 

And so Juiin Ure.y bus been here. He has left bis slick in the ball. 
1 should knoNv it uiiioiig h thousand." 

‘ Yes; he bus been here." 

' Js linyiiiing ihc matter, Alice V " 

' Mo, pupa, notiuiig is ihc matter." 

* Uc Ims not niude lumscif diaaf^ecablc, Las be ? " 

Not in the least. 11c never uoes anything wrong. He may defy 
mail or woman to fijid iuult with him." 

** fSo that is it, is it? lie is just a shade too good. Well, I have 
always tbongbi tluii myself. But Jt*5 a laiilt <ui the right side." 

** It's uo fault, papa. K ihcru be any fault, it is not with him. But 
I am yawningYnid tired, and I will go to bed." 
la he to be here to-iuorrow ?" 

Mo •, lie returns to Mcthcrcouls cmlj. Good-night, pupa." 

Mr. Vavasor, as he went up fo his bed-room, felt sure ihdt Uici*c had 
been soinctbiiic wrong between bis daughter and her lover. " 1 dou't 
know bow ever put up with binj/' be said to bimsclO be is so 
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tcrribk conceited. I sbull never liow be wcut on aooul Omrba 
KemLiu^ imd Avhul u Tool lie nntde of biiuself.*' 

Alice, heforc she wcuC to bed, sat down and wrote a letter to bu 
oouiiiu Kate. 


CHAn^Ell XII. 

MR. OBOHOK VaVASOn AT UOME. 

It cannot pcrliaps fuiHv be said IWI (ict»rge Vjivasnr wasi nn nn 
boctpitabln man, seeing that it wan Iiih nisloiu 1u euUriain 1)ls iVir nds 
ocmiouaily ut (frceiiwich, ItidimoiuK or Hiieh places; and bo would 
now uiid again bate a rriend to diuo trilb biiii at bis club, lint be never 
gHVO IfiTuklbsla, dbiuem, or suppers unibT Lis own moW During asbrtrt 
period of Ids ttuic-sclliiig career, nt wbiHi linirn be bad orrnpinl luuuU 
some moms over bis place of biisiQcs.siu I^etr Burlington Slrcetj bo bad 
I’rcsulcd ut certain fniMs given lo customers or ex prriant eustomers )>y 
the Jinii \ but bo had not found Ibis empli^ymcnt to be to liia tnsLo, and 
bad soon rclimruisbed it Io one of tbc oilier porliicrs. Since that be 
bad lived iu lodgiuga iu Ctril Strt'cL'—dotvu ut the bottom of that re¬ 
tired nook, near to the river and away from llie Strand. Itcrc be hud 
simply two rooms on tbc lirst floor, uud liilber bis friends came to lihn 
very rait'ly. They onnic very rondy on any account. A stray mmi 
mi^it now and tbeu puss hu Lour with him litre; but on such occusioiis 
tbo cLioiccs were that the vbii bad some rcfiTciiee, near or distant, to 
afliiirs of business. Eating or driiiking there wm never auy In be found 
here by the most iniinmte of his allirs. llis lodgings were bb private 
retreat, and they were so private that but few oi his friends knew where 
ho lived. 

And had it been possible he would have wislied t'nat uo erne sliould 
have known liis wUcrcubouls. 1 am lUit aware that ho liod any sjiecial 
reason for this pecullanty, or tbut there was anythuig about bb mode oi 
life that required biding; hut be was a umu who luid always lived as 
though secrecy in certain nuiltcrs might at any time become useful t o 
bim. lie had a mode of dressing liiiuself when ha went oat at uiglit 
that made it almo-st impossible that any one sliould recognise him. The 
people at hb lodgings did not evau know that be hud relatives, and bis 
nearest ri'hitives hardly knew ihnt he had lodgings. Even Kate had 
never been at the rt>OTns in OccU Street, and addressed all her Icl(>cr5 to 
hb place of business or his club. He was a man who would bear no 
inquiry into biniaelf. If be bod been out of view for a mcmtli, and bis 
fricuds asked him where lie had bcciii he always answered the question 
faboly, or left it unauswered. There ore many men of whom everybody 
knows all about all their belougtugsas to whom everybody knows 
vhoro they live, whither they go, what b theb means, and how they • 
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^cud ii. But Lhore arc oilicn of wlioni no iimu knows an;tUing, and 
George Vavusor y/as sucli a one. For nmclf 1 like the n\Kn Imbilcf 
iLc best. Babbluig inny be a wcalaica.% l>ul to luy thiiikiiig inystcry ia 

U VJCO. 

Vavasor also maintaiJird auoilicr liiilc cstabllsUmrut, down in Uiford- 
sliivrt i bikt the two csUblibliinuiita did not even know of eoeb other's 
eaisirncc. Tliero wua a thinly loo^ ver^ close!j hidden from the world a 
C)T| which shall be tmmclc.45; but of the cstuhlishmeut iu Oafurdsluro 
lie did soinetinics spt*uk» in very humble words, among ids friends. 
W'hen he found luinscif lunoiig hunliug men, he would speak of his two 
uags ut Xlochury, saying t ImtTie had never yet been able to mount u rogu* 
lar- builtiik^ stable, nud tlmt he snopositd be never would; but that lliero 
Mere at Kuehury two iiidilferent wasts of his if any uiio ehoso lu buy 
them. j\ud men very oflrn did buy VuvaMir^b horKcs. AVhen he was 
ou them tliev always went well aud sidd tiieuiscIvcsremUly. Aiidlliough 
he tiius sikjCc of two, and |Hwha|iH did not Lee)) mon: (luring liic sum* 
incr, he always seenurd to bnvc luwsc's enough when he wus down in 
the 0()ujjiiy. No one ever knew Georgia Vavasor not to hunt because 
he M*as short of stulF. Aud hero, at IGudiury, lio kept u trustv servant:, 
im UJicient groom wilb two little bubliy grey eves which looked us 
tlioiigh they could sec tlirougli u stable door. Many M*ero the long 
whisporiugs winch (jeorgfMOJu Ikit ISmitliers carried on ul the stnldo 
duor. in llin very back depth of the yard attached to tlie hunting 
idn ui Jloibury. Bat rrgaided his master us a inun wholly devoted to 
horses, liut often wondered why he was not more regular iu his flojonrn* 
mgs iu Oxfordshire. Of any other portion of his miiAter'a iifo Bat knew 
nothing. But cuuUI gbt; the address of bis muster's club iu Lotiduu, but 
he Could VC uu other addrc. 4 s. 

But though Vavuhor's private lodgings were so very private, be bad, 
nevertheless, taken stnne troubb: bi udorning them. The furniture in 
ihu bitting-room waa^vory ncait, and the book*shclves were tilled w'itli 
volumes tiiatshonc with gilUnig on their bucks. Thu inkstand, the 
paper-weight, the euvoloj)C ease on his writing-table were ail huudstmic. 
lie liad u single good jMirtruit of u woman's liead Imugiug ou one of 
his walls, itc had a special ]dace adapted for bis pistols, others for bis 
foils, aud Again another for bis wldps. Tlic room was as pretty u 
bacbclor^s room as you would wish to enter, but you miglit see, by f bo 
position of the single casy-cliuir that was brought forward, that it was 
seldom oppropriated to the comfort of more Chau one person. Here bo 
.Sttt loui^iiig over his breakfast, late on a Sunday inommg in September, 
^*heu oil the world was out of town. He wu reading a letter which 
liad just been brought down io him from Lis club. Though the writer 
of it was his sister Kale, she Lad not been privileged to address it io his 
pr^aic lodgings, lie read it very quickly, rimning rapidly over its 
. oouteuts, aud then threw it aside tiombim os though it were of uo 
momeut, kcejimg, however, an cuelostire in bis bond. And yet the 
letter was of much mouient, and made him Uduk deeply. ''If 1 did it 
at aQ,’’ Buid be, it would bo more with the object of cutting him out 
than with any olher.’^ 
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The reader will Imnllj require lo1)c told that the him in question woa 
John Grey^ and that Kat e*iilut.icr was one iu»tigntiu^ her brotlicr to 
renew Ilia love ulTair with Alice. And Vavjwor WiW in Irutli well in* ‘ 
ciined to renew il^ ami would have Ih'^iiu the renewing it ut. once^ had 
he nut doubted his puuer with hb cousin. Indeed it has been seen 
that lu* liad already hit enipied some commeuceiiicmt ot such a renewal 
at ihtsle. JIc had told kale more tiuin once ihut Alicab rortnuc waa 
not Miueh^ and that her brauiy was past its prime ; and he would no 
doubt repeat tliu sumo objections loliUsbliw with sumo pn^lencc of 
(lisinclirndioiL It was not his cusiom to show his hand to tlio players 
at uuy game that lie pbYe<l. But he was, in trulb, very anxious to oh 
Itiiu iiom Alice a seuunu promise of her haiiiL IIovy soon after that hu 
might marry her» would I a* W»lher <[Uestion. 

I'crliapa It was not AlieeV tM*auly tlnit he c<ivutcd, nor jet her money 
delusively. iNever1hclc-ss he thuiighl her utv ijcautiful, and was tally 
aware that her monev vxmld bi; of great m r^icc (o him. But 1 believe 
lluit he wtis true iu tWt wuial that he spoke to himseir, and (hat bis 
chief uUructiou was the delight uhiHi he would have in i-obhiug Mr. 
Urey of bin wife. Alice had unc\* bei*n his love, had clung (o his sidCi 
bad whispered love to hiio, and he had enough of the weakness of 
humanity in lion to fgtd (he soieiies^ arising Irom her atlcctioii for 
iuiotlj<*r. When she broke nuuj fnmi him he hud acknowledged that 
he liad bemi vvroiJg» and wlien^ siM<*e her engagement with Air. Urryi Im 
had cmigrat ulalPil bm*! he liad loid In*r in Ins (puct, tm[f*whisperrd^» im* 
press!VC words, how right she uus; hut not the less, therefore, did he 
led himself hurl that ddni Urey should be her lover. And when lie 
had met this nmn he kid s|KAen well of him to Ids sister, saying ih.ui 
liu was u gcutlcmaii, a scholar, and a man of purls \ but not the less had 
he haled him fnim the Gist moment of hta seeing liim. bucli hut rod 
under such oircum.slanecs was almost pardonable. But George Vavasor, 
when he hated, vvas apt to follow up ins halml wiUi injury, lie could 
nut violently dislike a imui aud yet not wish (o do liim any harm. At 
present, us he sat lounging in liis chair, he thought that he would like to 
marry his cousin Alice ; but he was quite sure lliut he would like to be. 
tin: means of jiutliiig a stop to the proposed unurLigc between Alico 
and John Uicy. 

Kulo hud bcou very false to her friend, and Iiad dent up to her 
brulber the very letier winch Alici'. had w riltcu to her alter that meeting 
in l^uecu iViiue Street wdli was dcoeribeil iu tlio last cliapfer,‘~H>i 
rulhcr u ponion ui it, fur with the r(*servc common to women she had 
kejit buck the other half. Alice had deckred to herself that she 
Would he .sure of Jier eousinb synq>uthy, imd had written out all her 
Lcait on the luatlor, as was her wont when writing to Kale. ''But 
you must uaderstaud,*’ she wrote, *‘tbat oil that 1 sakb to him went 
with him for uoibing. 1 hud determiued to make him know that every* 
thing betwecu us must be over, but 1 failed. 1 fouud that 1 had no 
words at coininauil, but that lie was able to talk to me us though 1 were 
a eliild. lie told me that 1 was sick and full of phnutaaics, and bade 
me ciiauge the air. As he spoke iu this way, 1 oould not Ite^ 
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how ri^Iit be was to use me so; but 1 felt also that lie, !ii )iis j 
Buperioritj, could never bo a bUlng husband for a creature »o inferior la 
him as 1 am. Though I altogetbcr failed lo make liimutiilurslaurlUmt it 
was so, every momeut tliai we were togoLher luadu me more lilted iu 
iny rcsoluliou.*' 

Thin letter from Alice lo KaU*, Vavasor read over auJ over again, 
lliough Kale’s letter to liliiiself, wliicli wius llic longer one, he Imd 
thrown naiUe after Hie first glance. There was uotliiiig Hiut he ronid 
learn iVoin Uuil. lie was uh giKnl a judge of llio manner in w)m*li lio 
W(juld jtlay his nwu game ns Ka'c eoidd lie; but in Hiis iriuUer he was 
to learn Innv he. would ])luy his game from a knowinige of (ho oHirr 
girl’s mind. ‘’SUc*ll never marry iinn, at any ralt%” lie said lo himself, 
‘*aucl >he is right. lleM make* an uiJ|>cr sbrxaut of Iter; very respect* 
able, no doubt, but still only an n)>)>cr serMuil. Now with me;—-well, 
1 liurdly know wimt J should make of lien I cannot think of m^.self 
us a luau married.” Then he threw her letter after Kate's, and 
betook himself to Ills iiewspa|)cr and his cigar. 

It was two liours after tliis, and lie still wore his dresshig*gowji| and 
he wua still lounging in his e&My«eimir, when Urn wailnigMuaid at the 
lodgings brought him n]i word Hmt a gimileinau wished lo see him. 
Vumor kept no servant of his own cMs pC tiint contideriHiil groom 
down at ilieestec. It wits a rule with him iliut people could be better 
tK'rved and cheaper served by other |MH»jile'ssi'rvaii(s Hnui by their own. 
Evi u LU the Blrihles at liieoiiT Hu: iimkn per had to find u hut ussisfanoc 
w*as wanted, ami eliarg^* for it in the bill. And (.iec»rge Vavasor was no 
«S\l;ante. lie did not deem if iiiipnurlieablc to put on his own trousers 
without having a man Htunding at his foot to Ixmi up the teg of the 
garnuml. A valet nlumt a man knows a great deal of a man's ways, 
and lherofure.G(s>rge had no valet. 

A geutlcnian I ” said lie lo the girl. *M}uc9 the gentleman look 
like a publicdiou.se kccix'r ? ” 

IVcII, I think lie <io/’ said Hic girl. 

“ Then show him up/’ said (jeurge. 

And the gentleman was a public-house keeper. Vavasor was jirctty 
sure of his visitor before, he def<ired the servant to give him entranee. 
It was Kir. Uriiiies fmm Uic ‘^llaudsouic Han ''public-houbc and 
tavera, in the Lrompton ilffud, and he Imd come by oppoijitrneut to 
have a In tic conversation with Mr. Vava.sor on matters )K)iitical. Mr. 
Grimes was a man who knew that business wa.^ business, aud as such 
had some considerable w eight in his oaii neighbourhood. M^ith him 
politics was business, os well as beer and omuibua-Lorscs, and foreign 
winesin the fabrication r«f which latter article Mr. Grimes was sup* 
posed to have au ca^teuded experience. To such os him, w hen lutent 
on business, Mr. Vavasor was not averse to make known the sccretd ot 
Lis lodging-Lease; and now, when the idle Loudon world wus cither at 
morning cuurch or still in bed, Mr. Grimes had c<mie out bv iipiK)int- 
meut to do a little political business with llio lately^rojcclca member 
for tbc Chelsea districts. 

Vavasor had been, as 1 have snid, lately rejected, and the new mem* 
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bcr who had beaten him ut the liuslin^ had aal uoa* for one scaalnn Ir 
]mrliamcnt. Under iiis nrrseiit rci^n lie destined tu the b<niout 
of one other srs-sinn, mw ihou the j)Orii»d of liis cxislin#; gWy,—for 
which he was siiid to hu\c ji«iid ut^orly six tboii.sjiiid pomicK—would btf 
over, iiut he mi^ht he eWted again, ptHiaps fur a full of six 

sosaions ; and it might be )io|ictl th^ thb aoeoiui eiccliou wouhl he cou« 
ducted on move ccomimicul priuciiilca. To iliis. the cenuomicul view of 
tlio niattrr, Air. Urimes wtia very much opjHisi'd, imd was now waiting 
upon (leovgc Vuvrutur in (Veil Street, eh icily with the oigret ot opposing 
the new incnilK'v'a wislms <ni ihi.s hc^ad. No doubt Air. (irimes was 
prrsauully an advocate for ilic return of Air. ViivaMir. anil would do all 
m his power to prevent the re-elrctiou of iIm5 yoiiug Lord Kilfeiuira, 
whose father, the AIar(iuiiiot Buuratty, had heati<*red that six thouMiud 
pounds among tikc electt»rH :iik 1 iion-elecittrs oI (/ludMa; hut his main 
Qbjcct was tiuit iimney should be spent. **'Tuiu'iallogi'tiier fur ui>s(df,*' 
be said to a couHdenlud friend iu the way <if business; I don’t 
get so much on it. XVrhaiM bonu time^ not none. Aliijhi* I've a hill 
Kgiu some of those ^enfs uoi paid lids worry moiuent. Bui it's the 
gome I looks In, Jf the game du'S aw.sy, iCil never be got up aguhi;^ 
never. Who'll care about clecUms UWnV Anylmdy u go aiul got 
bisscir clouted if we was to lei the game go by!" Ami l lmt the game 
might nut go by, Air. Grimes Wiis now pivseut in Mr. George Vuvjisor's 
rooms. 

Well, Mr. Orinics," said Gcoigc, how arc yon lids moruing f 
Sit down, Mr. Grimes. If every man were ns punctual us you ate, the 
world would go like eluck'Work; wonidu'l it!"' 

'' Business IS busiucss, Mr. Vavasor,’* snul tliu publican, after having 
made lus salute, uiul having lakm his cinur with some little show of 
mock niixlesty. ** Thut*s my maxim. If I didn’t stick to Umt, nothing 
wouldn’t ever stick lo me; and nothing doesn’t much as it is. Times 
is very bad, Air. Vavasor/' 

“Of course they arc. Tlicv'rc always bad. Wlmt was the devil 
made for, except t lint tlioj should be bad ? But I should have thought 
you publicans were tlic last men who ought to coiuidaiu/' 

“Xiord love you, Mr. Vavasor; why, 1 suppose of all the men ns is 
mit upon, we’re put upon ilio worst. VV^haVs tlie good of drawing of 
beer, if Ihe more you draw ilic more you don't make. Yesterday 
UA ever was was Saturday, and we drawed three pound ten and 
nine. What’ll tliat come to, Mr. Vavasor, wlica you reckons it up 
with the brewer f Why, it’sa next tonolhuig. You knows that well enough.’’ 

“ Upon my word X don’t. But 1 know you don’t sell a pint of beer 
without gettmg a profit out of it." 

“Lora love you, Mr. Vavasor. If I hadn’t nothiuk to look to but 
beer I ooiddn^t keep a bouse over my head; no 1 couldn’t. That 
hoose of mine belongs lo AIcnx’s people; and vctt good people they 
are too;—have made a siglitof inooey; haven’t tucy, Mr. Vavasorf 
1 baa to get my beer from them iu course. Why not, when it's their 
bouse P But if 1 aclb their slulf as 1 gets ii| there ain’t a halfpenuy 
.^miog to me out of a gallon. Look at that now." 
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"But llifiu you don’t sell it as jon get4t. You sfreteb if.” 

“Tiiut’aiii course. I’m not going to tdl you i\ lie, Mr. Vuvusor. 
You knou' wlial’s wimt as ^rcll ns I do, and u siglit luUtor, 1 vijx^ct. 
Thore’s a dozeu dtireroiii wnys of handling )ircr, Mr. S uvii’tor. 
what’s tho use of tliat^whcn fbrycan take four or live pounds a day 
over the counter for Ibeir roUgut stuff at the 'Cudog.m Anns/ and i 
can't do no boMcr nor ret )>crhupA so wcll| for it real linunst gltisn ot 
beer 1* btrclcb if! Us my belief the more you poison their liquofi I ho 
moi-e the jH'opIc likes it! ” 

Mr. Grimes was a {.(out man, not very lull, wilb a moil led red face, 
and large ]>roh'udiiig eyini. As regrtrtb his own |htsoii, Mr. (jrijaes 
might have been taken ns n f;ur sample of llie Knglisli mu^eejUT, as 
deM^rilmd for many years pa'^t. But in his ouler garnierds lu; was 
very unlike tiuit descnplion. lie vr«»re a black, ^wallow4uili'd roul, mado, 
however, tQ sot very loose upon his latck, a bbtek waistcoat, uml Mark 

t ianlaluoiiH. lie carried, niomiver, iu his bauds a black olilmimy-jjaC 
lal. Not only have ilin to}vboofs and breeches runished from the 
costume of uinKc<m(W8, hut also ilio loug, mirti eolom cd waiAteoat, and 
the birds'-cyo foglo round their &ecks. 'i'buy get themselves up to 
look like Dissouting mlnisf-ors or uuderiakers, uxccnl limt there is still 
a something alamt their rosy gills wliicb tuUi a tale of tlic spigot uud 
corkscrew. 

}flt. Grimes had only just finished the talc of his own hard ways us a 
publicau, when the duor-bdl was again rung. "Tiioro’s Scruby/’ said 
George Vavasor, "aud now we cun go to business.” 
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KIL OBTUES OKI'S HIS ODD KONET» 

The handmaiden at George Vavasor's lodgings niiriounccd "anofbci 
sy'iit/’ aud then Mr. Scruby entered the room iu which were boaUtd 
George, and Mr. Grimes, the puldican from the ” llundbomo Muu ” on 
Ibo BromntuQ Lloud. Mr. Scruby was an atlorncy from Great Marb 
borough Street, supposed to be very knowing iu the ways of metro* 

S lit All elections; aud hu had now stcmjied round, as he called it, with 
e otjcct of saying a few words to Mi, Grimes, partly oa the subject 
of the forthcoiniug contest at Cbelsca, and partly oa that of the con* 
test last past. Tb^ words were to be said iu the presence of Mr* 
Vavasor, tb^ person uite^ted. That some other words liad been 
spoken between Mr. Scruby and Mr. Grimes on the same suhj<^cta 
behind Mr. Vavasor’s back 1 think very probable. But even though 
tills might have been so X am not prepared to say tliat Mr. Vavasor Imd 
been deceived by their oombinaUoas. 

The two men were very civil to each other in their salutations, toe 
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ntlomtiy asi&UTnin^ m air of patronising coudosccnslou, nlw'ays caDiug 
ilia ofliur (Uimos; uluncas Air. Scruby \nia frealI’tl with fousUmiWo 
clrfcmu'c by tlir publican, and van nl^nya ralbd Mr. Prruby. ‘‘Jiusi* 
ness Ih businrss/* .s:n<l the inibhcaii as soon «as these salututiuus were 
over; “ Isii'f it new, M r. Serubv ? 

** AtuI I sn]>|i'j>o (iiunes ibinls 8nM(].ty morning n paiircularly good 
{iuio Uiv busiiuss/* stid llic. altonicv, lungliimr. 

'‘ll’s (jiiii K you know/' .s.iid (biincs. *' jtut it wara’t me as nainod 
Hniutiiv moniitig. Jt \Uis Air. Va\a'^or here. Jbit it is nnict; ain't it, 
Jlr .s^ruby^’ 

Mr. 8ciVliy aekuowletiged Unit if. was tpilcf, c'^lieciaily looking oiii 
over tlic river, aluI ilini lliev procmlrtl to business. We iniisi jmll 
the giivenior tbiongU butOr next lime llnm Me did Iasi/' said tlie 
Atloniey. 

^‘Of roiune M*o uinsf, Mr. Srruby i but T,ord love you, Air. Vavasor, 
M'husc fault Mas Hi W tint muire did { get,—just tell me tbatP Wliy, 
TraveiVs name wan up on (lie liberal iuleivst cut so long before the 
governor liml ever tliougid aboiii it.'* 

Molxuly is bhoning voii, Mr. Urimes*’ said (Jeorge. 

And imbody eaii'l. ^Ir. Yavavur. 1 done my uork true as sleol, 
nnd timre ain't anolher man ahuul the place as ei uld liavc doiif half ns 
much. You flhK Mr. S<*nibY c!m\ Mr. Inauby knows, if nVr n man jji 
L ondon iIih's. I tell y<m what it is, ,Mr. Vavasor, llicin Chelsea followA, 
who liuH moylly down by ilie riuT, aiirt like yuur Wary boners or 
I'insburyites Ir uaids sunielbing oi u man to manage them. Don't 
it, Mr. Scruby ? ** 

*' Jt vauls soinclbing of a man to manage any of tKem as far as tny 
experience goes/* S‘»hl Air. tMTuby. 

'*()f coiirdo it do ; uud tbcrc anri no one in Ixaidoii knows so much 
ubouf it as you do, Air. Snaiiby. J will say that for yen. J4ut ibe long 
and sliorf of it is tinsbusiness ia business:, mid money is money." 

“Money is mom v, certainly/* said Air. Scrubv. “ There’s no doubt 
iu the Moi^d about I bat, (•rimes;—and a deal o? it you hud out of the 
last election." 

“No, 1 lmdu*t; begging your pardon, Mr. Semby, for making so 
fnc. 'Wbnl 1 lind to my own ehcek wumiT nothing fo speak of. 1 
avnsnT rmid for my time; that’s ubat 1 wasn’t. Yon look how a |iub- 
licau’s business gets cut up at them ricclioiis; and then ihc state of 
the liouxe ntlcnvards! M lmt would the govcnior say to me if I was 
to put down painling iusidc and out in my Tiule bill?" 

“It doesn’t weui to make much diffcrciici* bow you put it down," 
said VaMisor. “Tbc lolaJ is wLat 1 look al." 

“Just so, Mr. Vuvuhov; jn&l so. The total is wlmt I looks at too« 
And 1 has to look ut it a dcuci'd long-time ^before 1 gclsnt. 1 ain't a 
got it jet j have I, Air. Vavasor i " 

“A\cll; if you uj-k me i >lif»uld say you bad/' said Gcoigc. 
know 1 tiatd Air. Scruby three hundred pounds on your account." 

Ana i got every shilling r»f it, Mr. Vavosor.*^ I’m not going to 
deny ilic nioiny, Mr, Vavasor. YowTl never find me doing that, i'ra 
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AS 1*011 ml ns joiir siul as sqiuirc as your elbow,—! Atn. 111 *. 
ScViiby knows me; don’t you, Mr. tjoruby ?* 

“J’erhaps i know yon tot»well, Grimes/’ 

No you doi/t, lir. &Tnby; not a bit too well. Nor I don’t know 
you t(i<j well, either. I respect you, Mr. Sc ruby, IVocauso you’re u man 
its uiuleri'tniuU your bnsincss. But as ] wns saying, uliul’a three 
hnudivd poutifls wlirn a nuui’s bill is liircc bundled uud uiucly4uo 
thirl ecu mid fouqicuce?” 

“ 1 llioughi that MAS all settled, Mr. Semby/’ H.md Va\asor. 

** Why you see,-Mr. Va^u'-or, it’s very haul to sellle these things. 
If youlisk me Mlioilirr Mr. Griuics hem euii mio you for I he balance, 
I (lit >ou \evy pluinl) lliui lie cmi’t. ^Vu were a little short of 
'money Vhi u wu fame to a s(*t1leiiieid, n% is generally tlm Oiue nt 
such limes, auil so w'u took Mr. Grimes’s receipt lur three bundled 
pounds.” 

•‘Of course you did, Mr. Scruby/’ 

•'Not cm aci'ount but in full of all demAnds/* 

” Now -Mr, Scruby! ” ami tlie pubhenn as ho imadr ibis ap)>ral looked 
nt the uitoinoy with an cNjirossioii of eonuti*nauoc absolufoty doquout. 
•'Are you going to |ml me oil' v*illi .snob an (xouse as that?” so the 
look spoke plainly cnongb. ••Am you gidng to bring up my nwu 
signature against me, uhcu yon know very well that 1 shouldn’t have 

f nt a sliiiliiig nt all lor the next twelve luonllis if I liadii’t given itP 
Hi, Mr. Scruby!” Thai’s uhai Mr. GrinicsN look said, and bulb 
ih. Seriibv and Mr. VioaMir understooil il piTleetly. 

*'In full of idl deiJKUiils,” said Mr. Seiiihy. wifh u sliglil tone of 
tiinnipli in his voiee, its though to show ihul Griiiu s’s appeal Imd no 
ejreei at all iijkjii his eoiiseience. ‘^If you uern to go into a court of 
Jaw, GdineK, you uould'iit Jiavc a leg to slaiid upon.” 

“A court of lawi* Who’s a g<ung to l.w with the governor, I 
shunlil like to kuow? notl; imtif lie didn’t |iuy me them ninety^wu 
pounds thirteen and fourp<*iicc for the next live years.” 

“Tivc Years or Jiffccii would iniAc uo diffemnee,” said Scruby. 
” You couldi/l do il.”' 

•‘And I au/t a going to try. That*s nol the ticket I’ve come here 
about, Mr. Vuvasor. this blessed Sundav morning. Going to law, 
indeed! But Mr. Scruby, Tve g*>t a famify.” 

•'Not in the vale of Taunton, 1 hojie,” said George. 

•‘ They is at the •liaudMunc Man’ in the Bruniplon Koad, Mr. Yavusnr; 
and I idwavs feels tlmt 1 owes my first duty to them. If a itiou don’t 
work for his family, what do he work for ? ” 

” Come, come. Grimes,” said Mr. Scrubv. '^What is it you’re atP 
Out With it, and don’t keep us here all day.” 

”!Vhat is ft I’m nt, Mr. *Somby ? As if you didn’t kuow very well 
wlmt I'm at. There's niy bouse iu nil them Cliclscii districts il’b the? 
most convcuicntcst of any public os is open fur all inHimcr of election 
[iurposes. Tliat’a given up to it.” 

•‘ And wliat ucEt y ” said Scruby. 

” Tlie next is, I myself. There iau’t one of the lf)t of 'em can work 
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tham Ciielsca Mows down olonj* the river unless il is me. Mr 
Scmliy knows (Jiul. M*l>y l*vc bem a {jetting of them up witli a view 
to this very job ever since;—whv ever since they wsis a talking of the 
Clicbea diatricts. "When Lord llobcrt was a cemiug in for the county 
Oil the religious dod^c, he couldn't hare worked them fellows anyhow, 
only for me. Mr. Kern by knows that.** 

Lot's lake it all for graiitcd, Mr. Grimes,” said Varasor, What 
comr.s next i 

** Well; - them Buiiralty people; it is they as hm come next. They 
know which side their bread is like to be liullered ; Ihoy do. They'ro 
a bidding for the 'JlaniUnnc Man* almidy; they un*** 

•‘And ytm'd let your Innwc to the Tory pariv, (Irimes!” said Mr. 
Sent by, in n tone in whieli disgust and ung4*r were blended. 

Who suid anything of my leltiug my lemso to (he Tory parly, Mr. 
Scniby ‘t Vm as round as your hut, Mr. ISriniby, and as sauurc as your 
elbow; 1 inn. Jint su|ipo8c aa idl the lil>i*nd fpmlB ns emmoys yr)u,‘Mr. 
Scniby, was to turn ngamyuu and not pay you your little mils, wonidu’t 

S ou Imvc your eyes oimu for customers of another kind ? Come now, 
Ir. Scruby ? ” 

” Yun woa t make much of Hal g^nne, Griun^s.” 

”Fcrli.a]»s not; perhaps not. 'iWnr*s u risk in all these things; 
isn't there, Mr. Vainsor? 1 should hlu to s<'c you a parliament 

S ut; 1 should indeed. You'd be a credit to the dustriels; I reaUy 
ink you would.” 

•'I'm much obliged by your good opinion. Hr. Grimes,” said 

Qco^e. 

“vvlicu I sees a goat coming fonvard 1 knows whether he's fit 
for purliument, or whcflnr he aiu't. 1 says yon nro tit. But ijovd 
love yon, Mr. Vuvasor; it's a thing a gentleman idwnyslms to |myfor.” 
*"l*hat’8 true enough; a deni more tium it’s Morth, generally.” 

•' A thing's w'ortti whut it fetches. I'm worth what I’ll fetcn; that's 
the tong luid the short <rf it. i want (o have my balance, that's tho 
truth. It's the odd inonry ia a mnu's bill os always carries the 

G ifit. You ask }lr. ticruby else;—only with a lawyer it's all profit I 
ievc." 

That's what you know about it,” said Scniby. 

11 y ou cut oil* a man’s odd money,” continued Hie publican, '*7011 
break Ins heart. He'd almost sooun biiTc that orul leave Uie other 
standing, lir’d call the hundreds capital, and if he lost them at lust, 
why lied put it. down as being iu the wuy of trade. But the odd 
money ;-^ic looks at that, Mr. Yatasor, os iu a inanuer tlic very 
sweat of his brow, the work of Lis owu hand; that’s what goes to 
lufl fomily, and keeps the |>ot a boiling doa'u stairs. Kever stop a 
man's odd money, Mr. Yavniior; llmt ia, unless he comes ^t very stroug 
indeed.” 

” And what ia it you wnut now f ” said Scrul^. 

”1 wnut8 niurty-two pouiuls tbirtecn aad fourfiftnee, Mr. Scrubfi 
and tbcii we’ll go to work for the new fight with couteuted hearts, li 
we^re to begia at all| it*8 quite time; it la indeed, Ur. VaTosor*” 
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''And wliat you mean us to underslaud tbnt you won’t bej^i at 
all witliuui V)ur moju'v/’ said tlic lawyer. 

Tluit s aliout il, it. Scruby.” 

‘'Take u llfly-ijound nut, Grimes,’’ said Uio lauyer. 

“ Fifiy-poiaid notes arc uot so ready,’’ said George. 

‘H>Ik be’U be only too liappy to Imvc your acceptance; won’t juu, 
Grinicisy ” 

''Not for fifty pounds, Mr. Scruby. It*s Ibo odd uioiuy lUut 1 
wants. I don't mind lb<*. tliirtecn aud four, becuuse tlmt's ucjtUer luno 
nur Ibere among fricuds, but if 1 didn't get all llictii itiaely-fwo pounds 
1 should be a broke mbcuHid unm; 1 should indeed, Mr. Vavasor, i 
eouhln*t go about your work for next year so ;;8 to do you jusUco 
among the clccl<jrs. 1 couldn't indml." * 

You'd beUcr give him u bill for ninety )Hmntla at tlireo 
nionlhH* Mr. Vuvusor. I have no doubt he lias got a stump m his 
jiocket” 

"That I liuTC, Mr. Soruby ; Uiirir ain’t no mislnkc about that. A 
bill stamp is u tiling that often turns up convunivut with gents us mm\ 
business like Mr. \ avusoi* and you. Uni you must nmkc it nincly-two; 
you must indeed, Mr. Vavuvir. And do make it two inouiJm if you 
can, Mr. Vavasor; liuy do ulmrgoso unconsciunablc ou ninciy days ut 
lliem branch banks; Ihey do indeed.” 

George Vuvusor and )ilr. ^^rn1|{y» ladumi tliem, yielded at last, sn 
far as to allow the bill to be drawn fur ninety-two pounds, bul tlicy 
were staiicU ns to tlic liine. *' If it must be, it must/' said the jjablienn, 
with a deep sigli, ns hn folded iip the luiper and put it into the pucktt 
of a huge ease which he currii d. Ami now, gents, I'll ted um what 
it is. Wo'II njuke Kifcwork of this bert; next eleetiou. \Ve know 
what’s to be our little game lu Ume, and if we d<m’t go ui aud win, my 
name ain't Jacob Grimes, and 1 ain't the landlord of the 'JlandsomD 
Man.’ As you gents Ims perhaps got something to sny unioiig y<mr* 
selves, rU moke so lK>ld as to wish you good-imwuing.” bo, with that, 
Mr. Grimes lifted bis bat from tbc floor, and bowed himself out of Um 
room. 

” You couldn’t have done it cheaper; you couldn’t uideed,” said thu 
lawyer, as soon as the sound of the closing frojit door had been 
lieard. 

'’Perhaps not; but what a thief the man is! I remember your 
tcUirig me iliat the bill was about the most preposterous you Imd ever 
seen.” 

So it was, and if we hadn’t wauled him again of course we shouldn't 
have paid him. Bui we’ll bare it all olf bis next account, Mr. 
VIIvasor,—every slijUmg of it- It's only lent; that'a allj—it’s only 
lent.'’ • 

^ But one doesn’t want to lend such a man money, if one could help 

ft. 

" Tlmt'a true. If yon look at in that light, if’a quite true. * But you 
see we cannot do without liim. if he baw’t got your bill, he'd have 
gone over to the other C^ewi before the week was over; and the wont 
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of it would bate Ikcti that ho knows our liand. Looking at it all round 
you’ve got him elicun, Jlr. Vavnsor;—^you have, indeed. 

Looking tit it all round is just wlukt I don't like, Mr. Scruby. But 
if a ntaii'will have n whistle, he must })ay fur it." 

** You omi't do it cheap for nny of these nictropolitnti scats; yon canH, 
indeed, Mr. Vavasor. That is, n new man can’t. )Vlicu you've been 
in four or five times, like old Buueombe, why then, of cour^ you may 
aunp your lingers at sneli men as Grimes. iiuL Iho Chehiea dialrids aifit 
dear. 1 don't call tbciii by any menus dcuu*. Now Marylebonc is dear, 
and so is ^utliwark. lt’.4 dear, luid nasty; (hut's wimt the borough is. 
Only that 1 never t<dl I could tell you a talc, Mr. Vavasor, that'd 
muto Your hair stand on end; I could indeed." 

An I the game is hurdly wortli the cundh^, 1 believe." 

"Thai depends ou what way you choose to l(K>k at It. A seat iu 
parliaineut is a ^at ihiii^ to a man who wauls to umko his w^aya 
very, groat thing ;«^s|)cciully when a num's young, like you, Mr. 
Vavasor." 

" Young! " said George. "Sometimes it seems to me as though Fvo 
been living for a hundred years. Jlut ( won't trouble you with that, 
Mr, Srruliy, and I bedieve I needn't keep you any longer." With that 
he got up luid bowed tlic nftomey out uf the room, witli just a little 
more ceremony tlmn he had shown to the publicim. 

" Young! " said Vavasor to kiiusclf, when hr was left alone. "There's 
my uncle, or the old squirc,-»thcy'rc both younger men than I am. Cue 
cares for his dinner, and the other for bis bullocks and his trees. Bui 
wlmt is there timt I rare for, unless it is not getting among the sherifi’ 
ofiicors for debt F " Tlirn he took oat a little incinoiuiidum oookfrom his 
broast-pockrt, and having inodo in it au entry as to the amount and date 
of that bill M'liicii he Inid jitsi arccpled ou the publican’s bcimlf, ho 
conned over the particulars of its pages. "Very blue; very blue, in* 
d<^od," he said to himself when he completed the study. "But no* 
body shall say 1 hadn't the courage to play the game out, and that old 
fellow must die some day, one 8up}>niK*s. If I were not a fool, 1 should 
make it un with him before he went; but 1 am a fool, and shall remain 
BO to the last." Soon after that bo drcHsod himself slowly, readings 
little every now and tbtm os he did so. When his toilet was' coin{d€ted| 
and bis Sunday pewspapers sufliciently perused, he took op hA hn^ um 
umbrella and sauntered out 
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ALICE TAVASUB BBCOMbE T&OUBLBB. 


Kate Vavaeob Imd scut \o lirr brolUcr oul^v the first half of Lor 
oouftiii^e lottor, that half m which Alice hiul aliciHptcd to di'M^ribe wlmt 
had token ulucc Utwccu her and Mr. (in^y. lu duuif; this. Katu had 
bceuowicocd traitor,tniitur to that feuuiiinc fkali agniubt which 
tmibou uu (he puit uf ono woman ia td\tn>a unpurdoimblc in the oyce o( 
other womeu. Ihit her tieanoii would hove^*ea of h deeper (ho liad 
bhe sent tho latter {Mirliou, lor ia Unit Alice hud bpokcu of (Jeorge 
Vuvubor hhnbcli. But ovru of this trcaboji, Kate would, 1 tiunk, have 
been guilty, had the woi Jb which Alice wrote liccii of a ualuic to bcno 
her owu purpose if read by her brother. But they hud not becu of this 
nature. They hud spokeu of (iuorge os a man with whom luiy olob(.i 
coniicctiou tlmn timt which existed at prcbcut was impobsihh^, and tind 
boon wutten with the view of to desist Ihuu muknig futile 

attempts in that direction. I li*el nnsoit driven,^ Alice liud Siod, to 
write all os otherwise,—if 1 were simply to tell you tiiut 1 have rc« 
solved to imrt from Mr. Un^y,—you would thiuk that the (jllior Ihmg 
might follow. The other tbuig cuuuot foUow. i should think luysrii 
untrue in ni? friendship to you if 1 did uot tell you about Mr. Uiuy ; 
and you will be untrue lu your fricndhldp to me d you lako udvautago 
of my confidence by saying more alxiut your brother.*' This part of 
Alices letter Kate had not K*ut to George Vavasor Hut the other 
thoig sUaU follow/* Kate lind saiti, ns she read tho words for the second 
time, and tlicu put (be papers mto her desk. ** It shall foilow.’^ 

To giTC Xuto Vavasor her duo^ she was, at any rate, uusclfish in lier 
intrigues. She was obstinately iicrsisicut, and she was moreover an* 
sbmpulous, but she was uot sclusli. Many years ugo she hud made up 
mind that George aud AUce should be man aud wifci fcidinc that 
such a marriage would be good at ms rate for her brolher. It bacl bccji 
almost brongbt about, and had then bc(*n biudcrcd altogether tlimugb a 
fault on her nrotber's part. liut she lind forgiven liiju this siu os sim 
had forgiven many others, and she was now at work iu his belialf again, 
detennined that they two should be married, even thon^ ueillier of 
then might be now auiious that it should be so. Tim intrigue itself 
was dear to her, and success in it was necc.^sary to her self-res|>cci. 

&e answered Aliceas letter with a pleasant, gossiping epistle, which 
shall be recorded, as it will tcU us somelhii^ of Mrs. Orcetiow's pro« 
oeedinga at Yarmouth. Kate had promised to stay at Yarmouth for a 
month, she had already been there aix weeks, and was still under 
' her auot's wing 


^'DiAttst Anon, 

coniie X am delighted^ 


* Tarmonth, October, 186—• 

It is no good saying (hat I am 
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not. 1 blow bow difficult it is to deal with you, and tliercforo I aoi 
down to unswcv your letter with feur and CnnuLliug, lest 1 should saj a 
word too iimch, uud thciv^hy drive you buck, or not sa; quite eaough» 
niid thereby fuil to eucourage you on. Of course 1 am glad. I huvo 
long thougiit that Mr. Grey could uot make you happy, and os 1 have 
thought su, huw can 1 nut be gladf It is no use saying limt he is good 
aud noble, uud all that suii; of thing. I Invvc never denied it. But ho 
was uot suited to you, and his tife wutdd have made you wretched. 
Ergo, 1 n^joicc. And os you arc the dearest friend I have, of course I 
njcjicc mightily. 

** 1 can understand accurately the sort of svay in which the interview 
went, or course he had the best of it. 1 can see him so plainly ba lie 
stood up in unruffied self*jH)Ssession, iguoriiig nil tiud you said, suggest¬ 
ing that you were feverish or perhajis uilious, waving fiU hand over you 
A little, as though that miglii possibly do you some small good, aud tlicu 
inking Ida leave uith an nssiinuitt* that it would bo all right ns soon as 
the wind changed. I suppose it’s very noble in him, not taking you at 
your word, nuii giving you, m it were, another chance; hut there it a 
bud of nobility which is almost too gnmt for this world. I think very 
wot) of you, my dour, ns wouieu go, but T do not think well enough of you 
to believe that vou are fit to he Mr. •lobu Urey’s wife. 

** Uf course l*in verv glad. You have known inr mind from the first 
to the bsl, nnd, therefore, what would ho the good of my niiuciug mat* 
ters wunian uislics lier dearest frieud to marry a man to whom 
she herself is autinatiietie. You would have been as much lost to me 
imd YOU hecoino Mrs. Grey of Netlierooufs, Cnmbridgeslaro, as though 

5 DU hud gone to heaven, i don’t say hut what Ncthercoata may b« a 
;uid of heaven, but then one doesn’t wish one’s friend tliat distant sort 
of linppincss. A fi.nt Eden 1 can fiuicy it, hemmed in by broad dykes, 
*n which cream and eggs are very plentiful, where an Adam and £vo 
might drmk tbc choicest tea out of the finest china, with toast buttered 
to perfectii)]!, from year’s end to year’s eud; into which no money 
troubles wuuld ever find tlieir way, nor yet ai^ naughty novels. But 
Bucli an Edtii la &<^t tempting to me, nor, us 1 think, to yon. I can 
fnuey you si retelling your poor neck over the dvLc, longiog to fly hwfij 
that you might cense to be at rest, but kin»wiog timi m malximoual 
dmgon wus too strong for any such flight, if ever bird banged his wiagi 
lo pieces ugaiust gilded bars, you would have banged yours to jdcoas in 
lh;d c^e. 

You say tliat you have fulled to make him understand that (he 
matter is settled. I need not say that of course it is settled, and that 
he mst be made to understand it. Yon owe it to liim now to put him 
out of all doubt. Ho is, 1 8U|q)ose, accessible to the words of a iDorial, 
god though he be. But l^o not fear about this, for, after ali, you ban 
aa much nnnncsa about you as looat people;—perhaps as mnm as be 
bus at bottom, though yon may not have so many oqoasions to show iU 
As to that other matter 1 can only say that you shaU be oblige^ aa 
far as it is in my power to obey yon. tw what may come out ftom me 
by word of moutn when we are togethtt I wifi uot answer with eer 
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Uinij. But mj po& ia uoder better control^ and it almll not n riie tlie 
oSbndiDff naino. 

** Aud now I must tell vou a little about mjsclfor ratlicir, I am in* 
elined to spin a unJ tell you a threat deal. 1 Imvc got suelt a 
lover I But 1 did describe biiu before. Of course it*8 Mr. Cbci^siicre* 
If I were to say tbat be hasn’t dcclorcdj 1 should hardly give you a fair 
idea of my tucceas. And yet he lias not deolarcd hiiusol!|^and» which 
is worse, Is very miiious to marry a rival. Bui it's a strong eoiut in my 
favour that my rival wonts lum to labo me, and that he will assuredly 
he driveu to nmke mo on ulTrr sooner or later, in obedience to lior 
orders. My aunt is my rival, and 1 do not feel the least doubt as to his 
having offerod to her half a dozen times. But then sho has auoLlior 
lover, Cuplaiii Bclltidd, and I see that she prefers him. He is a pcunl* 
loss scamp and looks as though he drank. He paints his whiskm too, 
which I don’t like; and, bmng furlv, tries to look like twenty^Uve. 
Otherwise he is agreeable onougn, and 1 rather approve of my aunt’s 
taste in preferring liim. 

‘*But my lover has solid attractions, and allures me on a dosorip- 
boQ of the fat cattle which be scuds to market. Ho is a man of 
substance, and sliould 1 ever become Mrs. Chuesscrc, I have reason 
to think that I shall not be Iclb in wont. We went up to his place 
on a visit the other day. Oileymcnd is the name of mv future hfuno; 
*- 40 t so pretty os I^etlicrcouts, is it P Ajid we haa such a time 
there I We reached the place at ten and left it ot four, and he 
maaued to give us three meals. I'm sure wo had before our eyos 
at diferent times every bit of china, delf, gloss, and plate in the 
establishment. Uc made us go into the cellar, and told us how 
much wine he bod got ilicru, and how. much beer. ** it’s all paid 
fyt, Mrs. Grecnow, every buttle of it,” he said, turning round to 
my aunt, with a jmthetic earnestness, for which 1 luid Imrdly given 
him credit. *'£vcry thing in this house is my owni it's all paid for« 
1 don’t ooU anything a men’s own till it is paid for. IVow llmt 
iocket Uuit Bellfield swells about with on the suiids of Yarmouth, 
tbit’s not hit own,««-and it’s nut like to be either.” And then he 
liri^ad his eye os ihcmgh bidding my aunt to tliink of that before 
she eneoungira such a lover as Beflficld. He took us into every 
•b^^rooin, and disclosed to ua all the glories of his upper eliambers. 
It would have done'you good to see him lifting the cumiierpaucs, 
and Mdding my aunt feel the texture of the bla^ets I And then to 
tee her turn ronnd to me and say:—”Kate, it’s sin^y the best 
Amiished house I ever went over in my life!” does seem 
wet; eomibrtdl>k,” said L ” Comfortable 1 ” said he. ** Yes, I don’t 
Omk ibm’s anybody can sav thaS Oi^mead kn'i comfortable.” 1 
so thmk td you wd Neuerooats. The attraotions are the same*, 
m ' ^ 011^ would have a sod for your keeper, and 

ill lte:,'eiber a hntU. Jii myself, if ever Vm to have a ke^cr lU 
ill, I sbiH pnfer a man. But when we to the farmyara his 
aioMMKt nnoM the faiffhast pitch. **Mr$. Oreenow,” said hi^ 
^hMk Olid hi pOBtid (o hsnpi <4 aaonii taued like the 
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streets of a little cltr. **Loolc at that!*’ There’s a great doah* 

said mj aunt. ** I believe you/’ said he. Tve more muck upou 

this place here ibau mj brmcr in Korfolk, gentle or simple; J 
don’t core who the other is.’* Only bucy» ^icc; it may all be 
miue; the hlankclsi the winc» the muck, and the lest of it. So my aunt 
assured me when we got Iiomc that evening. WItuu I remarked that 
the wealth Ikiul been eilnbilcd to her and not to me, sho did not affect 
to deny it, but treated that a matter of no moment, ^^lle wants a 
wile, my dear,” she said,.‘‘and you iiuy pick him up iO'inorrow by pat- 
tmg out your limul.” Vfhvn 1 remarked that Iiih iiiiud seiMned lo be in* 
tent on low things, and speciaUy named the muck, she onlv laughed at 
me. ” Money’s never dirty,” she said, “ nor vet what makes mouey.” 
She talks of Uking ludgmds lu Norwich for the wmfer, saymg that in 
her widowed slate bhe will he well there lu anywhere eUe, iiud alio 
wants tue lo stay with her np to Cbru»Uri:iH. Indeed ahe liut proposed 
the Norwich plan on the giound that it niiglit be ubcful lu me,~witli a 
view to Mr. Clieesacie, ol course; hut I lanry that s)ie is unwilling to 
tear hcrbolfauuy lioin Cuptuui BellGcld. At any mlo lo Norwich sho 
will go, and I have pronuacd not to leave her bclorc I he second week in 
NovcmbcT. ith all her absurdities I hke her. Her faults are terrible 
but sho luis not tho fault of hiding them )>y falsehood. She is 
never slupid, and shu is veiy goodoiatured. She would have allow'od 
me to equip mYM.df from head lo foot at her expense, if T would hava 
accepted her hWralil y, utid absolutely offered to give mo my trousseau if 
1 would marry Ur. Chcosocrc. 

“ 1 live in the hope that you will come down to the old pUco at 
Christmas, i won’t offend you more than I can help. At any rate ho 
wou’t be there. And if [ don’t soo you tliorr, where am I to see you f 
If I were you 1 would certainly not go to ClicltcuhdiiL You aro never 
happv there. 

J>o you ever dream of the river at Bnalo P I doso often. 

“Most affectionately yours, 

” Katb Vavasob.” 

Ai'ec had Mmost lost the seusuUou created by the former portion of 
JCalc’s letter by the fou of the latter, before she bad quite mode tbai 
aciisation her on u. The picture of the Cambridgeshire £daa would 
have diaplca^ her had she dwelt upon it, and the imuaioa to the oMtt 
aud*toaat would have had the very opposite effect to that which Xatw 
had intended. Perimps Kate had leit this, and had therefore merged it 
all in her stories al^ut Mr. Cheesacra. “ I will go to Cheltenliam/’ she 
laluto heraelf. “iiB has recommouded it. X shall never behia wifct 
—but, till we have paiicd altogether, 1 will show him that I think wdl 
of his advice.” That same afternoon she told her iaihcriliat she would 
go to La^ Macleod’s at Cheltenham before the end of the moa& She*' 
w$M, ill trull^ prompied to this by a rceointion, of whkdi ahe was henelf 
hardly conscious, that she would not at this period of her lift be in taf 
way gni^ by her oousin. Uaviog made op her mind about Mr. Qityv 
ii waa right tUt she ehottldlet her oouain^wherpurpote; batiho* 
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iroitld neTer be driven to confees tohenolf tliat Knle liad inflaouced her 
u) tlio maitcr. She vould go to Cheltenham. Ijadj Moclcod would no 
doubt vox her by hourly aoUcitatiuna that tbo match ought bo re¬ 
newed; but, if she knew heraelf^ ahe bad atrengih to withstuud Lady 
M:icIecHl. 

She rcccivttl our IcUcr fiom Mr. (arry before the tme ramc for hor 
drparlure, and alkc MU'iwrrt'd i1, lelliui^ luin of her iutentiou;—Icllmg 
biiu also Ihut ^he nou Icit hcr&cir hauixti <o pxplam to her father her 
pvearut pobitiou. tell >uu she bold, m oonac^uence of what 
}ou Bitid to mo on the mauVr. My fullirr will know it to-morrow, aud 
nil the folfou urg nifiuuiitr I himll btait for Chcllcnluun. I have heard 
from Lady Marlood aiid she raj>cr(ii tnr ** 

On the'follow nig niouung she dul tell her hilhcr, standing by him 
ns liu bat at Ins liuiihfa^l 'MMmtl'* said he, fiuttiug down his 
team]) and looking tin into her face; ^^AVIiul! not marry John 
Givy! 

No, papa; I know how strange you mu&l think it.'* 

;^(iu say tliut theie has been no quarrcl?^^ 

;-^(lifrc has been uo qimneh lij degiecs I bavc learned to 
feel that } bliould not uinkc iiini Imnpy as his wjfe/^ 

^'It’s d—d nonsense,’’•buid Mr. Vavasor Now suck an expression 
as tins ffom him, addics^ to bis daughter, bhowed that bo was very 
deeply moved. 

**Oh, papa! don’t talk to me in tbat way.” 

” ]iut 11 lb. 1 never heard such trash is niy life. If be comes 
to me ] bboll tell him 6o. Not make him liappy! Why can't you 
make him happy h ” 

We nre not suited to cooli other.” 

”But what’s the matter with himp lie's a geutlcman.” 

”Yr8; he’s ii gentleman.” 

“And a man of honour, and with good means, and with all that 
knowle^ and reading which you profess 1o hkc. Look hcJ^j 
Alice; i am not going to lutcifei^, nor shall I attempt to make 
you marry any one. lou arc your own mist revs as far as that is 
woenica. * Axi 1 do hope, for your sake and for mine,—I do hope 
that there is nothiog again between you and your cousin.” 

“There is uothiug, papa.” 

' “ 1 did'not bke your going abroad with him, though I didn't choose 
to interrupt your plan by saying so. But if there were any thing of that 
kind going on, I suouJd be bound to leJl you tliai your cousin’s position 
it p(«sent is not a good one. Men do not sp^ well of him.” 

. is nothim between us, papa; but if there were» men spedt* 

.lag Qi of faw^ woukTnot di^r me.” 

And men wdaking well of Mr. Orey win not do the otiier thing. I 
kttiW feiy ww ihat women can be obtiinato.” 

**1 kam’t 4ome to this resolution without thinking mupb about it, 
jrtosu** 

" I iutpoat not. .WoU esn’t aajr anything more. Ton are your 
own mkuweiy and y^ fintnno in iw your own keeping. X can’t make 
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jon m«iTT Jobji Groj. I ttimk jon rtry fooluUi And if be oomes to tns 
I shnll him so. You are gofog down to CheltCDham^ ure you P ** 

** Yes, papa; 1 luive promised Lady Maclcod.^’ 

** Very well Vi sooner it should be you than me; that's oil I can say*** 
Then ho took up bis newspaper, thereby showing that lie bad nothing 
further to say on Ike maUcr, and Alice left him olono. 

The whole thing was so Texatioos that c?en Mr. Vavasor was dis- 
iurbed by it. As it was not term time be had no signing to do ia 
Oiaucery Luuc, and could not, therefore, bury his unhappiness m Ins 
daily labour,—or rather in his labour that was by no means daily. So 
he flat at home* till four o’clock, expressing to liimsclf in various phrases 
lus wonder that any nmu alive should ever rear a daughter.' And 
when he got to his club'iho waiters found him quite unmaua^ablo 
about Ids dinner, which be ate alone, rcjcciiog all propositious oi com¬ 
panionship. But later iu the evening he regained liia composure over a 
glass of whbkcy-todily and a cigar. ** Sbe's got her own money,*’ ho 
snid to himself, '’and wbat docs it nialicrP I don't suppose she’ll marry 
her cousin. 1 don't think she’s fool cnougli for tlmt. And after all 
iku’il probably make it up again with Joba Grey.'' And in this way ho 
detennined that ho tniglit let this minoynnoc run off lain, and that he 
need not as a father t^c the trouble of any interrercnco. 

But while he was at lus club there came a visitor to Queen Anne 
Street, nud that visitor was the dangerous cousin of whom, according to 
his uncle's testimony, men ut preseut did not speak well. Alice liad 
not seen him since tuey had parted ou the day of their arrival in Lou- 
doui^nor, indeed, hod bcaro of his whereabouts. Iu the ooostemaiion 
of her niuid at this step which slie was taking,—a step which she had 
taught herself to regard as cssentiallj her duty before it was taken, but 
wliich seemed to herself to be false and treacherous the moment she had 
taken it,—she had become aware that she had been wrong to travel 
with her cousin. She felt sure,—sbo tliooght that she was sarei^that 
icr doing so bad in nowise affected her dealings with Mr. Qrejr. She 
was very certain,-^shc thought that she was pertain,—that she would 
have rojcotrd liini just tlic same hod she never gone to Switserhmd. Bui 
every one would any of her that her journey to Switserhuid with such 
cmuptuiions had produced that rcsnlt. It nad been nnlocky and she 
was sorry for it, and she now wished to avoid all eommaraatuai 
with her cousin till this affair should bo altogether over. Kte wu 
especially uuwiUujg to see him; but she hod not felt it necessary to 
give auy special injunctions as to his admittance: and now, before 
Ae had time to Lbiuk of it,—on the eve of her departure for 
he was in the room with her, jnst^ as the dusk of 
'jOelober 6\*osuig was com big ou. She wea sittiw awi^ from tiie 
fur, almost bcliind the wlndow-eurtouis, thinking or ifobn Grey, and 
very imhq^py in her thoughts, when (teorge Vavasor wu announced* 

It will of course be nndersto'Dd that Vavasor had at this time received 
bis sister's letter. He had received it, and tod hod time to ponri^kk . 
the matter liocc the Sund^ moruiog on which we oaw him In dVni ' 
roomi'in Cecil Street. con (m it oU into cspital tf * 
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•&0 ploaaes,** bo had aaid to himsolf wbea thmkiug of her ioeouie. But 
he had ali^ rcmindtid bimaelf that her gnmdfatlier would probabl; 
enable him to settle an income out of Ihe property upon Alice, in the 
event of their being married. And tlicu ho had olao felt that lie could 
have no greater triumph thau walking atop of John Groy,'’a3 ho 
called it. tils return for the Cholaca diatricta would hardly be sweeter 
to him than that. 

^‘You must have thought t had vanialicd out of the world/* auid 
George, coming up to her with his extended liaud. 

Alice was confused, and hardly knew how to address him* ^'Some¬ 
body told me Uiat you were shooting/' she said after a pause. 

1 was, but itiy shouting is uot like the shooting of your great 
Nimrods,—^nicii who arc Luulcn upon the earth. Two days among the 
grouse and two more auiong the )>artndges are a))out the exteut ui 
It. Capei Court is the nn^servo iu wliicli I am usually to be found." 

Alice knew uotluug of Cejml Court, mid said, "Oh, iudood." 

'* Have you heard from Kate F " Oeorgfi asked. 

" Yes, once or twice; slic is still at Yarmouth with Aunt Orecuow." 

"And is going to Norwich, as she says. Kate seems to have made 
a league witn Aunt Qreeuow. 1, who don't pretend to bo very dis¬ 
interested in money matters, thiok that she is quite right. No doubt 
Aunt* Greenow may martj again, but friends with forty thousand pounds 
arc always agreeable." 

"1 don’t beUeve that Kate tniiiks much of that/' said Alice. 

" Not so much as slic ought, I dare say. J'oor Kate is not a rich 
woman, or I fear likely to occomc one. She duesu’t seem to dream of 
getting married, and her own fortune is Icu thmi a hundi^ed a year." 

"Girls who never dream of gettieg married are just those who make 
Utc best marriages at last/' said Alice. 

"Perhaps so, but I wish 1 wos easier about Kate. She is the best 
sister a man ever hod." 

" Indeed she it." 

** And I have done nothing for her as yet. I did think while 1 was 
lb that wine busiuess, that I could have done anything I pleased fdr her. 
But jny rrand(ather*s obstinacy put me out of that; and now Tm hc- 
gimdug the world again,^that Js, comparalivelj. I wonder whether 
you think I'm wrong in trying to get into pariinmeut F" 

"No; quite right I admire you for it. It is just what I would 
do in your place. You are uumanied and have a right to run 
tU risk." . 

^" I am so gis/l to hear yon speak like that," said he. He hod now 
to up that iricndly, confidentiul, almost aCectionatc ioue 
(Ing whi^ he had so often used when abroad with her, and which 
had fiuM to ossumo when first entenng the room. 

, *'i hate always thought so." 
fm have netei^s^ it." 

; 4 thought I hid." 

hMrtily«.Uka that I know that pwle abase me {-^my owo 
gesybi mj and prohably yonr ^ 
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reckless and tlie rest of it. 1 do risk evcirUiii^ for mj object; but 1 
do not kuow that aujoiie coa blame iiic^ uuu»b It bo Kutr. To wbom 
cUo do 1 owe onyllung 

JlkUtc docs nut blame ^ 

No; she s>mpidliis4 a willi me; ahe, and elio onij, unless it be \ou.'* 
Then he puusi'd ior au answer^ but she made him none. bbe l^ Dja\e 
enough togjvc me her hraii) RjmiMthj. Jhit innliAps (or ILit vmy 
U'lLsun I oueht to U* Ibc mou* chaiy ni emLiuatnmg the only huppoit 
ilmt blio H liLe (o have. What lb ninety poiiinlb a jear lor the uidiuto 
nance of o single lad) i ** 

bajie Kale mil aJucUblne willi me/’ bold Alice; ** lliut i% a$ soon 
UH slie has IonI her home lit \a\asor ILdl’’ 

He lud been xrycult) aul had bud a ttap for lirr. Tie had laid 
a tuip lor liCi, and she had Jallcn into it. bhc Iiad dUuinnucd not 
to be induced to tulk ot heibcll; but Ik htul biounht me (lung louud so 
cunningly that the uoids ucie out ul ber mouth hi hue she reummbored 
wtuliier they c^nild lend her. 8be did lemcinbet this ns bho was bpeak- 
iog tiiein, but Ihmi it was too lale. 

at ^etlieico,ils?” snid lie, ‘•Neither bhc nor f doubt 

J rcur lovci but fc>? meu would like sueh .ui lutiuder us that into their 
loosehold, und of all tncu Hr. Gus, whose uatuic is mtiiing, would 
like It the Iciist/’ 

“1 wab not (hiuliug of Ncthrtco<ds” ''Oid Aheo. 

'^AIi> no; Hut ib it» you see Kale va^s bu oltcu to ino that whoa 
)ou me niaiiied blie will be .dune ni llic uoild.” 

^*1 don’t tliuxk bhc Will c\er iiud Unit I bludl separate myself 
from her.’’ 

No; not by nuy will of your own. Poor Kate! You cannot bo 
6urpiib<*u that she should fjjmk of your marnugc with dicad. liow 
much ol her blc Ims been made up ol her comimuionsliip witli you ;-*and 
all the best ot it too! \ou ought not to bo angry with her lor regard* 
Sg your withibawid into Cumbiidgeshire with dismay.” 

Alice could not act tiio be which now seemed to be moumbent on ber. 
bhe could not let him talk of Nctherooaib as though it were to be )ier 
future home, bho made llic stiugglc, and she lonud that she could not 
do it. She uas unable lo find the words which would tell no he to the 
ear, and which should )ct deceive him. “ Kale may still live with me/’ 
iQic said slowly. “Kvciything is over bitween me aud Mr. Qrey.” 

“ Abec!—IS that tnie r ” 

“ Yes, George; it is true. If you will allow me to say so, I would 
rather not aboct it ;^uot just at present.” 
f “ And docs Kate know itP” 

Yes, Kate knows it.” 

”And my uucloP” 

Yes, jiapa knows it also.” 

’’Alice, how oan I hel^ speaking of it P How can I not tell you tktfe 
1 am rejoiced that you are saved Irom a ihr^dom which I have 
iuro would break your heart P ” 

’’ Proy do not wk of it further.” 
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Vt^cll \ if I am foi bidden 1 sLill of course obey’. Bnl T own it is bard 
to me. IloH can I uol congrolulutc )ou ? ** Vo tins take tui^wcred no* 
tbmg, bui brpt uil \i ber tout iip<iii tUc Uoor as Llioiigb^bo u<*ic iiupalteut 
of Ills would, Yci, Abee* ] undcrstuiuL You »uc nwgiy wiib m?,** he 
coiilmm (1 ** And yci jou have no right to be* smpib' d that ulicii ^ou 

t(U me llib 1 should lUiiik of uli Uiil pusbcd between us m b>\itaciLuKl. 
burely the cuumu uIju UiIs uitb ^uu tbcu bus a light lu say vUiut lu* 
tlimks 0 ) ihjs cliaugc in 3 our life; iLt any rate ho luay dosOj ilj as lu ibis 
cusCi lie appjou's oitogetfier nt Hli.it jou me doing. 

am gUd oi voui ainuovali Uenge; but luay let tliat be ou cud 

to d ’ 

Alicr ilul tile 1\ui sit ^il ut for a miuuto or (ho. biic was waitiug 
for liiiu to hid she coiiUl uut hid hnn lea\e (he house. Slie was 
angty Hilb iKisclf, m lliat hlii had ulloued hcisell to ItU him of her 
niroicd plans, uiul &ht Wiis angry wilh loin because he would uot under* 
si ami that she ought to be spaied ull couveisatiou on tlic subjeel. ^o 
she sal UKiLing throMuh the uiudow iit the low ol caslights as ihey weie 
being hi I and he iviu.iiiied lu hi5 obair nil It lus elbow ou tko table aud 
Ills bead itsUng ou Ins baud. 

^*Do you Kmiembei asking me Hbcllier 1 ever sblvcicd/’ be said at 
last i—wlictliei 1 ever thought of tliiugb that made me shiver F Dou^t 
you rmijumhcr; ou the budge iit ilaslc F 

*‘Yes; 1 romeiubrr/’ 

VV'olh Alice i- oiie«cause of my shivci ing is over. I won’t say more 
than tlukt now. bhall you leiuaui long lu Gliclicubani t 

^*Just a uionih.'’ 

And then you come back here ? ” 

’'1 suppose so. Tapa aud I will probably gtidoun Ui Vavasor Hail 
bufoio Christmas, ilow much be I ore 1 canuDl s.iy.'* 

*'l shall see you at auy late ^icr jour relum lioiu Gbellcnbam F Of 
course Katowill know, and she will loll me.*’ 

Kate Will know. 1 suppose she will slay lu'te when she 
• comes up iioui Norlotk. (roud-bye." 

'* Uoud-byo, Alice. I slrnU ba\c AVer fits of (bat mward sinverirg 
that jou s]>oke of,—mauy Ass, ou accouut oi wbut 1 bu\c uow heaid. 
God Glubs you, Abee; gi^od-bjc.” 

** Qood*oye, tlcorge.*^ 

As lie wont be to<^k her baud aud pi'csscd it closely between his ou a. 
lu tlioao days wUcu they were lovers,—cug^d lovers, a close*, long com 
tiuued pressure of her baud had becu bis mosb eluqueut speech ot lovr. 
Us bad not beeugivcu to mauy kisses,—uol even to mauy words of love. 
Bot be would taka her band and lidd it, even as he looked away fioni 
ber,^aad »be remcmbeicd well the touch of U» pulm. It wa^ ever euol, 
^**Q 0 ob aild Iritb a snrioco smooth us a woman’s,—a small bond that lud 
d fifim There had beeu day*i when sbe had loved to feel tliut her 
own Was wiihiA it, when site trusted ui it, nud iutcuded tiiat it should 
bo her kUX throegb Uto» Now she distrusted it i aud as the thoughts 
of the old di^ eame unou Loti and the remembrance of tliot toucli was 
tocaUed^ iho oiww bo ujid awigr rapidly. ' Not for thst'iiAd she driven 
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from her honeat * man as had ever wished le male wUb a wojnau. 
He, George Vavasor, liad never so held her hand sinee the daj when 
tbcj bad parted, and now on this find ocoaaion of her freedom she felt it 
agam. What did ho think of lierP Did he suppose that she could 
transfer hex love in that waj, as a fiower maj be taken from one button* 
hole and placed in another ? He read H all, and knew that ho was 
hurrying on too quioklj. 1 can understand wciV* he said in a whispexj 

what your present fisellngs are; but 1 do not think you wdl be really 
angry with me because I have been unable to repress my joy at what 1 
oauuot but regard us your release from a great misfortune/* Then he 
went. 

My release! she siud, seatmg herself on the ohmr from which he 
had risen. *^My release fiom a misfortune I No;^bnt my M from 
Heaven I Oil, what a roan be is! That he should have loved nip, and 
that I sliould have driven him away from me 1 Ucr tliouglits travell^ 
off to the Bweetnuss of that home at Ncthcreoats, to the eicelleneo of 
that master wlio might have been hors; and then in an aguny of despair 
she told herself that she hud been an idiot and a foul, as well as a 
traitor. What hod she wanted in Lfo that she should have thus 
qparrtlled with as happy a lot as ever had been offen'd to a woman i 
Bad she not boon mad, when she sent from iicr side the only man that 
she loved,—the only man that sho had ever truly respeoted f For hours 
she sat there, all alone, putting out the candles wkioh the servants had 
lighted for her, and Iravuig uiiUsted the tea that was brought to her. 

Poor Alice I 1 hope that she may be forgiven. It was h^ special 
fault, tliat when at }(oidc she longed for Tibur, and when at Tibur she 
regretted Borne. Not that her cousin George is to be taken as repre* 
souting the joys of tlie great capital, though Mr. Urey may be presumed 
to form no meonsiderable part of the promised delmlits of the country. 
Now that she had sacrificed her Tibur, ^cause it had seemed to her 
that the sunny quiet of its pastures lacked the exeitomcot neeossaiy for 
the happiness of bfe, she was again prepared to quarrel with the heart- 
lessDcss of Home, and already was ogam sighing fur the tranquillity of 
the country. 

Sitting ^cre, full of these rogrots, she declared to herself tliai she 
would wait ior her father’s return, and then, throwing her^ upon hk 
love and upon bis mercy, would b^ liim to go to Mr. Grey and ask for 
pardon for her. 1 should be very humble to bim,’’ she laidt *<bnt he 
IS so good. tlnU I m«y dare to be humble before him/’ So loe waited 
for Jior father. She wmted till twelv^ till one, till two i-^ut still he 
dkl not oome. Later than that she did not im to for hua. Blie 

.Icafod to trust him on such business retumicig so late as that_after so 

many eigan i after, perhaps, some superfluous of elub neotar. 

Hu toper at such a moment would uot bo fit for such ifork as hors. 
Butif he was late iu coining home, who had sent him away from hit homo 
in uulinppiuoss f Between two oud throe she went to ml, and on the 
following pioruiug she left Queoa Anne Street for the Ctot Weito 
sWlttu b^bre her father was up. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TAS^OVn CBBSCEKl. 

LiUY MiOLCOD lived at No. 8» Pamniount Crescenti in Chellenliiim 
whore elie occupied a verj haadsouc Urst-floor drawing-room^ with 
bcd^rooro bvliiua it, lookii^ over a atablc*jard, and a emull room which 
would liave been the dressing-room had the late Sir Archibald been alive^ 
but which was at preacut called Uie diiiiug-room: and in it Lady 
Haclcod did dine whenever licr larger rdom Nvns to be used^ for any 
puiposcs of evening company. Tlic vicinity of the atablc-yard was not 
regmded hr the tenant as among tbe attractions of the liousc; but it 
iiad tlio ctWl of lowering the rent, and Lady Muclcod wns a woman 
who regarded such matters. Iler income, though snial), would imve 
eufflcod to enable bor to live removed from such discomforts; but she 
waa one of those women who rrgard it as a duty to ieuve somotbiug 
behind them, even though it be left to those who do not at nil 
want it; and L^y Maoleod was a woman wlio wilfully neglected 
no duty. So she niuched herself, and inhaled the ellluvia of ilia 
•tables, and squabbled with the cahmou, in order tliut she might 
bequeath a thousand pounds or two to some Lady Midiothiant 
who cared, perhaps, little for her, and would hardly thuuV her memory 
for the money. * 

. Had Alice oonscuted (o live with her, she would have merged that 
duty of leaving money behind her in that other duty of tindiug a home 
' for her adopted niece. But Alice hod gone away, and therefore the 
money was auc to l^dy Midlothiau, rather than to lier. The saving, 
however, was postponea whenever Alice would couscut to visit Cholten-* 
bam; and a bed-room was secur^ for hor which did not look out over 
the stables. Accommodation was also found for her maid mueh better 
than that provided for Lady Maoleod’s Own maid. Bho was a hospitable, 
good old woman, painfully atruggliug to do the best she could in the 
'world. It was a pity that she was saoh a bore, a pity that she was so 
bard to cabmen and olhera, a pity that she suspected all tradesmen, 
servants, and people generally of a rank of life inferior to hor own, a pity 
idle was oispoaed to condemn for ever and ever so many of her own 
tank hecanse they played cards on week days, and did not go to church 
on Bundajs«<-8na a pity, as I think, above all, that while she was so 
iu^cioQS of the poos ahe was ao Imaent to the rices of earls, earl's 
SOM. and amdi Bke. 

; AMtf havink fa% considered Uie matter, bad ttiought it most pmdem 
te teU Iiady Ifool^ by letter^wbat abe bad done in regard to Mr. 
Ofey. Tfan Imd bew many ot^ections to tiie writing of such a letter, 
hot thete^ appeared to be atrmger objscfib& to that lelliDg ^fuce to 
feoe. whlclx would hare been forced upon her had she not written. 'Jhere 
would in snob case have, arisen on iMj Maoleod’s couutonaiice a atenh 
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)M>s9 of rebuVe wLieb i^Jice did act cliocM to etcomilor. 7ho sanift 
(ierimeu of rebuke would come Mfon tbc couotonauoe on receipt of tUo 
wnttea mformalion; but it would coinc ia ite moat nin^vatod form 
on the immediate receipt of the letter^ aud aonic of its bitterness would 
Imre passed away before Aliceas arrival X think that Alice whs right. 
It is DCtter for both parties that any great olFcncu siiould bo confessed 
by letter. 

But Alice trembled us the cah drew up at No. 3, Paiuinount Crescent. 
She met her auut> as was usual, just iusidc the drnwiug*room door, and 
she SAW at oucc that if any bittenu^us liad p:LSsed away from that face, 
the original bitterucss must indeed have been bitter. She hod so thuod 
her letter that Lady Macicod should bavetio opiiortunity of answering it. 
The answer was written there in the mbgled auger aua sorrow of thoso 
austere features. 

Alice! she said, as site took her niece in her arms and kissed her; 

, •*oh, Alice, wliat is this P” 

''Yes, auut^ it ia very bud, I know/' aud poor Alice tried to make a 
jest of it. Yfiuii^ ladies arc very wicked wjiou they don't know tlicii*. 
own minds. But if tlicy haven't known them aud have ^n wicked, 
what can they do but repent I*'* 

'^Repent!'* said laiuy Macicod. ‘^Yes; I hope you will repent. 
Fear Mr. Greywhat must lie think of it f " 

** 1 call only hope, aunt, that he won’t tliiuk of it at all for very 
long.” 

That’s nonsense, my dear. Of coui'sc he’ll think of it, and of oonrse 
you'll marry him.” ♦ 

'‘ShallLttUutP” 

”Of course you will. Why, Alice, hasn't it been all settled among 
the foniilies P Ludy Midlothian knew all Uic particulars just as well as 
I did. Aud is not your word pledged to him? I really dou't under* 
stand what you laeuu. 1 don’t see how it is possible you should .go 
back. Gentiemeu when they do that kiud of tlilug are put out of 
sooiefy ;^but I really think it is w'orse in a woman.” 

”l1)en they may if they idease put me out of societyonly that 1 
don’t know that I'm particularly in it.” 

And the wickedness of the thing, Alice! I am obliged to say so.V 

^YVhen you talk to roe about socuety, aunt, and almut Xiody Mid¬ 
lothian, 1 give up to you, willingly :^tfac more willingly, perhaps, 
because 1 don’t care much for one or the other.” Here Lady UaoleOd 
tried to say a word; but she (ailed, and Alice went on, bolaly lortrog 
iq> into her aunt’s bee, wiiich became a shade more bitter tW ever. 

when you tell mo about wickedness aud raj consmenoe, then 1. 
must be mv owu judge. It is my conscicuee, and the fear of coonnit* 
tir^ wickedness, that has made me do this.” • 

: You should submit to be guided by your elders, Alice.” . ! 

"No; my elders in such a matter as this eanoot teach ma. Xi. 
cannot ^ right that I shoald ^ to a man’s house and be his irif«i iC ]L* 
do uotikiak that 1 can make him happy.” 

"Then why did you accept him t ” 
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I t?a« mUUken. I am cot going to defcud iliat. If ;oa 
clioosc to scold me for tbat, ^ou maj do ao, auut, mid 1 will not answer 
jou.* But as to nmnying lum or uot morrjrmg him uow^-^as to tliai, 1 
S)ust Judge for myself.*' 

It was a pity you did not know your own mind earlier/' 

* ** It was a pitT»—a great pity. I have doue ntyself au thiit ia 
aultu irretrievable know that, and am prepared to bear it. 1 have 
<I<mc him, too, an injustice whieli 1 regret with my wliolc beaii. 1 cuti 
ouly excuse myself by saying that I miglit lave dono liim a woi\su 
injustice/' 

All this was said at the very moment of her unnvah and the greeting 
(lid uot seem to prouiisn much for the happiness of the next mouth i hut 
perha]^ it vras bL'tte.r for them boiU that the utlaek mid the dufence 
shoulu thus be made suddenly, ut their first uiecting. it is Iiciier to 
pul] the siring at once when you aro in the sliower^b&th, uad nub 1o 
stand shivering, ihinking of the inevitable shuck which you cun only 
postpone for a few mutates. Lady Mmdcod in this had pulled tlie 
string, and tlius rcaiiod the advunloge of her alacrity. 

-•IVcll, niv dear/ said her ladyship, '' I snppusc you will like to go 
up stairs ana lake off your bonnet, hlary bUoII bring you soujc tmi 
vmen you ootne down.'' So Alice csctiped, and when she returned to 
tlie comfort uf her cup of tea in Ibc dmvriiig*ruom, the fury of the storm 
had passed aw(w. Slio sat talking of oilier tkiuga till dinner; and 
though Lady naclcnd did during the evening make one allusion to 
"poor Mr. Grey,” the subject was allowed to drop, Alice wus very 
tender os to her aunt's ailrusntv^^ ordiuarily nlteiPiyc to 

the long list of Cimltcntium iniquities which was dispbiycd to her, mid 
refrain^ from combating any of her auiiv's religions views. After a 
while they-got upon the subject of Aunt Greenow, for whose name Ludy 
Macleod had a siicohd aversion,^aa indr^^d she had tor all the V*avasor 
side of Alice's fuiniiy ; and then Alice offered to read, uml did read to 
her amit many pages out of one of those IciTible bjxiks of w rai h, wlucU 
from time to time come forth m^d tell us that there is no hope for ua. 
Ludy Maeleod liked to be so told; aiuLas slie now, poor woiiuin, could 
uot road at uiglite herself, she enjoyed her evening. 

X^ttdy Maeleod uo doubt did enjoy her niece’s sojoum nt Cheltenham, 
but i QO not tliiuk it could have been plcitsont to Alice. On the sccund 
day nothing was said about Mr. Grey, luid Alice hoped that by Iut 
eoutinual reodiugs in the hook of wroth her aunt's heart might be 
aolknnsd towards her. But it seemed iliat Lady Maeleod measured Uie 
periods of rcspile, for on the third day and on the fifth slic roturncil to 
the ottAok. Did John Grey still ww tliat the maftch should go ou F" 
abe *aske4 categorically. It was iu vain tluit Alice tried to put aside 

({UestUHi, begged that the inatLcr might uot be discussed. 

insisted on her right to cariy oa the examination, and 
Aii0e was dtiyea to aoluiowlcdge timt she believed ho did wish it. She 
BMdd har^ say ottu^ise, seeing that sbe had at that moment a letter 
from bira mber p^et, m which lie still spoke of his cngacrei&mit as 
bdajg absolutely otndiig on him, and eipreased a licpo tlmt this cliauge 
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from London to Cheltenham Tfonld bri^ her roond and set oTenthing 
to rights. Ue ccrUblv did, in a ih&hion, wave bia hand over her» aa 
£ato uad said of him. This letter Alice had resolred that the would not 
answer. Ho would probably write again, and sho would beg him to 
desist. Instead ot Cheltenham bringing her ronnd, Cheltenham had made 
her firmer than erer in hor resolution. 1 am lurlined to think that the 
best mode of bringing her round at this moment would have bmi a 
oourse of visits from her cousin George, and a senes of letters from her 
oonain Xato. Lady MacIcod*s injuuetions would ocrtainly not bring her 
round. 

After ten days, ten terrible days, devoted to discussions on matri¬ 
mony in the Diomiijg, and to iho book of wrath in the evening,~ro- 
licvcd by two tea-puilics, in which the sins of Chrlicnham wcit; dis* 
cu&bcd at length,—‘Lady Iduolcod herself got a letter from Mr. Giey. 
Mr, Oroy’s kmdest compliuicnts to Lady i^clcod. ile believed that 
Lady Macteod was a ware of the circum stance‘S of )iis cng^igcment with 
Miss Vavasor. Might ho call on Miss Vavasor at Lidy Maclcod’s 
house in Cliultcnhum ? and might ho abo hope to Imvo the pleasure of 
making Lady Maclcod's acquaintance f Alice hud been in tlio room 
wlicm her aunt received tliis letter, but her aunt hud said nolUiug, and 
Alice had not kuowp from whom the letter liad come. When her 
aunt crept away with it ofier breakfast she had siispt'clcd noibing, aud 
had never inuigiticd that Lodv Maclcod, in the privacy of her own 
room looking oul upon the stnbics, had addressed a letter toHcther- 
cou(&, But such 0 Icder had bum addressed to Metherouata, aud Mr. 
Giey hod been informed that he would be roccived in Paramount 
Cu^cent with grout pleasure. 

Mr. Grey had ovon indicated the day on whidi ho would come, and 
on the morning of Hint doy Lody Maclcod had presided over tho two 
teacups iu a state of nervous excitement wLieh was quite visible to 
A hoc. More thun once Alice asked little questions, not Bupjiosing 
that sho was specuiUy coueemed in the matter wliich had caused her 
aunt's fidgety restlessness, but observing it so plainlv that it was almost 
niipossible not to allude to it. /'There's nothing tno matter, my dear, 
at dll,'' at la^t Lady Maclcod said; but os she said so she was maUng 
up her mind that the moment had not come in which sho must apprise 
AJico of Mr. Grey's intended visit. As Alice hod questioned aer at 
the breakfast table she would say notliing about it then, but waited till 
tho teacups were withdrawn, onu till tho maid Iiad given her hut ofi- 
clous poke to the fire. Thou sho began. Sho had Mr. Grey's lei^ in 
her pooketi and as she prepared hei^elf to speak, sho pulled it out ami 
bald it oa tho lilUe table bmere her. ^ 

Alice,sho said, ** 1 expect a visitor hero to-day.'^ 

Alloa knew instantly who was the expected visitor. Frobably 
asT girl under such circmstonccs would iiave known equally we£ 

A visitor, aunt I ** she said, and managed to hide her kuowle^ 
admirably. 

** Yes, Alice, a visitor. I should have told you before, only I Ihodofat 
^1 thouglit I bad bettor not U is Mr.-Mr. Grey.” ' ^ 



lARAMOm CBBfiCttllt* 


f 


ft 


II 


^ Indeed, annt I li ho coming to seo jout ^ 

*'Welli~he is deairoufi no doubt of eccing ^ou more eBpeciallj; but 
ne >iu expressed a wish to make my aoquamtanof, which 1 cannot, 
nnder the ciioumstancoa, think is nnoaiural. Of course, Alice, he must 
want to talk oyer thu a&ir with your fneuds/* 

I wish 1 could have spared tnem,’’ said Alife,—wish I ooul<i'* 

^ 1 have brought his letter here, and you can see it if yon |)l<*ase» 
It is very nicely writtenj and as far os 1 am coueemed I should not 
thmk of refusing to see him. And nuw comes i he question. What 
are we to do wiUi liimF Am I to ask him to diuuri f 1 take it for 
ranted that he will not oxpeot me to otTcr him a bed, as lio knows that 
live in lodgmgs.** 

Oh no, auut i be certainly will not expect that.'* 

But ought 1 to ask bun to dinner F 1 should bo most happy to 
entertain him, though you know how very scanty uiy means of doing 
so arc but 1 rcol^ do not know how it might be,—between you and 
him, 1 mean.’* . 

Wc should not light, annl.'* 

** No, I suppose not'but if you cannot be affcctionato in your 
manner to him — 

** 1 will not answer for my monnors, aunt ; but you may be sure of 
this,—that I should be affectionate in my hcait. ] shall amuyb regard 
him as a dearly loved friend; though for many years, no doubt, X sliali 
be unable to express my rnoudsliip.” 

^*That nm be all %ury wclk Alice, but it will not bo wlmt he 
will want. X tliiiik upon the whole that I had better not nsk him to 
^ner.'* 

Perhaps not, aunt.** 

''It is a period of the day in which any special constraint among 
people is more disagreeable than at any other tunc, and then at dinner 
Ihe seiTUits must see it. I think there might be soino awkwardness if 
be were to dine here.’* 

** 1 really think Uwre would,** said Alice, anxious to have the sub¬ 
ject droppm. • 

** 1 Ik^ he won’t think that I mn inhospitable. I should bo so 
happy to do the best I could for him, for 1 regaid him, Alice, quite an 
Uioughbe were to be your Im&baiid. And when nobody at ull cou- 
nectM with mo has come to Ciicltculiam i always liavc nsked tiunii to 
dtne^ and then 1 have Uubbins’s man to come and wait at table,--aa 
you knew.” 

"Of all men in the world Mr. Qrey is the last to think about it.” 

should only make me the more careful. But I think it 
perhaps be more comforteblo if he were to come in the 
afCMag. * • 

Wxft comfortable, aunt.*’ 

tappcipe be will he here in the afternoon, before dinner, and 
had hettar wait at home for him. 1 dare say be’U vaut to 




wail at homo for him. 1 dare say... .. 

alo^ and thceefore I’ll retire to ny own room,—-looking 
etaUei!** Sw dd lady.. ”But if you iriah it, 1 will receive 


8(0 
ovir 
him 
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Grst^^^nd t&en Mai'lba/'—HaiUia was Alice's maid^'^cau feteb you 
doA^n” 

'JUiia dbcu^isjon ns to llic propilcty or impropiicty of giving bar lotet 
a cliuucr liad not U'uu pleu^.u'i (i> Alioe» but nev orlliolcbs, wbcii it WtU 
over blie lih ^luU'tul to Jj^uly Alnclcod. There was an attempt iu tlic 
artuuj^ejjujir fo nioie Mr. Otej's visrt as little pamlul ue poMiuie ; mid 
su(*li a ilisrubsion at siieli a iiuio might as well have been 
the decibMi to winch her la<l}bln]i hud at Ubt cnioe with 
Jdoeiiec butli la tlio diiiucr luid the nianagenaut of the Mbit waS; uo 
(hnihl, (no u^lil otic 

l^uly Mackod liad been ifuilc coiicct iu nil her aiitiei}iatJOus# At 
thuT oVIork Air. Gny was annouiioiHl, uiid Lady Muclcod, alone, re- 
cchid hurl m her diuwiii^-ioum. She had mlciidcd to give him u gi'eat 
ckal (>I goad adv tee, to bul him Mill kc<p uii his heuil aud as it were hold 
ii]i lUH liemlj <0 conless lo hnii how tery badU Alice was behaving, and 
to ixpioh hn iidiu* eoueiuiciui with lliat f)i<my ol bodily mlmeiif as 
the cause and Oi igm of her eouduet. Kut she tound lltul Mr. Otey 
was a mail to uhoici she euidd not gnu much advice. It stbs ho who 
did tlic boeukiug at this coiihuiiee, mid not blie. She was overawed 
by him alter tlio Urst llnee nniiutcb. indeed her liist glunoe iit Inin 
hud lined her. lie was so lKUids(mie,*>MUid then, in his beauty, ho had 
so quiet mid almost saddeued im ur! Stuiige to say that ^ter she 
had suuu hun, Ludy Macleod eiiteitmued loi him an mfiiiitely higher 
udiuiiut 1011 tiirui biloiCiaiid yet she was less surprised thuusbo had 
been at Alice d rtlnsal of linn. The eoulcicncc was very short | aud 
All. Urey luid uut been o qumterof nn bour in the houso before Martha 
uHended upon her unstress with her summons. 

Alice was ready imd eumo down insliiully. Slio found Mr. Orcy 
sloudiug lu the inuldlo of the room waiUrig to leceive heii and the 
look (d majesty wlncli hud cowed Lady Macleod had gone from his 
coMuUiianee. lie could uol lm\c icceived her with a kinder smtlo, had 
she come lo him with a piomisc that she would at this nieoting name 
tho day loi their maniugc. “At any rate it docs not make him un- 
liappy/’ she suid to herself, t 

iou me uol augiy/' he said, “that 1 should luivo followed you all 
Ibc way here, to see you.'’ 

“ No, ccrtmnly i not augiy, Mr. Grey. All anger that there Stay be 
bciwiH'U us must be on your side. I icel that thoroughly.*^ 

“ Then thuic ahull be nouc on either side. Whatever may be done* 

X will not be angry with you. lour Inllicr advised me to oome down * 
hgi'e to you.** 

“ lott have seen him, then P ” 

“ AeS) 1 have seen him. 1 was in London the day you left.** 

** It is so teriiblc to think that 1 should have* brought upon you idl 
this trouble.** 

“You will briugupon me much worse trouble Uianthat« 

Uut 1 Imre not now oomo down hero to toll you that. 1 bdleve iha^' 
according to rule in aueb matters 1 should not havo come to yon ak 
but 1 don’t knotr that 1 care mooh about snob rules,** 
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lb I that lm>o broLcD all ralc^ 

^*\Vliiu a kdy tells a gentleman that abo does not Mbb to see moio 
t>f bm— 

OK, Mr Gic}, I bii>o not told you that 

you not ^ 1 im §lid it iriy utc to Lear ^ou dniy il ISut 
you \wU iiiidubt lod w)i it 1 mr ui Wben i ^ ufk inau Lis disnusbU 
nolo a Itul) lu should acerpt il,*—Ih li is )ub uisiiubs il uiidii such cue urn 
btinccs as T luvc leernid miue but 1 riuiuil liy douu iny lovciu 
that nuj , noj, huml umii ^ni> love, c ui 1 give up the biKlt 11 stuns 
to me ihd I hiyc n light d my ) tie to kuon souuLliuig of jour 
comings uid is lou^ \s,~uii'cbs, Alice, you should tike nuolher 

iiaua (h in uiuu * 

“il> mhntiou is to ktep my own** Tliis*slic miJ ii iLo lo\u t 
possblc tone,—itmobt lu \ xvlus|)ci,—uilU Lcl Lvey li\i 1 upon ihs 
g] ouml 

**AiiJ jouy ill uol d( w r\u lint uglH 

"1 coxiuol LiuJc' you WhilMoi younm d), f luys If lii\o smaul 
80 asromst j<u iLiit 1 1 iii luu no ii^lil to blini you 

There sImIIIk nc cjiubtioii Uiuocn usol uijuivfumi am to On 
other in any convcrbition tint yic may have, oi m uiij couespoud* 
enc^— 

'‘Oh, Ml Gtey, do not <Lsk mo to mile 

‘'Listen to me bhould theie bo any on uthci bide, thue bholl be no 
idea ot any wrong done 

“But I have done you wrong,—great uiong*' 

“No, Ahcc, i uill not hive it so Ubcu I asked you to accept 
my baud,—begging the giclicit boon wbicli it could cvei (omr to my 
lot to ask Irum a Icllou inoilal,—1 knew ucU buw gieit uis youi 
goodness to me when you fold me that it should be mine Now, that 
you relusc it, X know also that you ate 4 ,<iOil, tliiukujg that in doiii,? so 
you are aobng foi my uelUit,—tbmki^ muie ui mj wclluic than of 
your own ^ 

“Oh yes, yes, it is so, Mi Gicy, indeed it is so 

“Behoving tlut, huw ran I talk ot wioiig*' lhat yon aio wrong m 
TOUT ihmkuig on this subfcct,—iliat youi mind has become tnistea by 
lalse impi ess ions,—that 1 bdieve BUt I Ciuinot Ihuelou love you 
less,*—nor, so believmg, can 1 cuusidtr myscU lo bo iujuied Noi <aii 
1 even so htile bcUisli as you me 1 tbuiV li you wait my wife that 1 
fioold make you haptjy, but I leil sure lhat my liappuioss depends on 
your bemw my wife 

Silt looked into hia face, but it was still serene m all its manly 



^ .auw), ana was impasaionea m nis love j5ut 

Vr* Qw whan •peaking of the happmosa ol his entire life, when con* 
wMf wt sow at stake with a decibiou agmnst him that would 

iitbout 4 QuiYer in ins voioe, and bad no more 
than if he wore teihng lus gardener to move 
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** I Uope^and believe tliat jou will find joor h^tpmeii dflewiMN^ 
lie- Orev.” 

Wefl \ ve can but differ, Alice- la that we do differ. And cow 
[ will hBy one word to explain wb; 1 bate come bere. If I vero to 
vnto to you against your will^ it would seem tliat 1 were persecuting 
TO It 1 cannot bnug niysell to do that, eveu though 1 had the right, 
lout if I wcif to lot you go from me, takiw what you have said to me 
and ^ing uotbing, it would seem that I bad accepted yoor deoiaion as 
fliioL 1 do not do bo. 1 will not do so. I como simply to tell you that 
] urn still your auilor- If you will let me, 1 will see you again early 
in irumorj, —as soon as you hare returned to town- sou will hardly 
rciiibe to sec me." 

No," she said; I cannot refuse to sec yon." 

*'Then it slmll he so," ho said, "and 1 will not trouble you with 
.tterrs, uor will 1 trouble you longer now with words. Tell your auut 
tliui 1 have said wbat I came to say, and that I give her my kindest 
tlienks." Thun he took her hand and pressed it,—not as George 
Yava^ur hud picssed it,~And was gouo. When Lady Maoleod returued. 
she found that Iko question of Uio evening’s lea arrungetucuts had 
settled ilsclt. 
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CHAPTER XVL 


TUB BOBllOBT CLUB. 

It has been said that George Vavasor had a little establishment at 
Roi'bury, dowu in Oxlordshirc, and thither he betook hiWelf about the 
midiUo of November. Ue hod been long known in this county, and 
whether or no men spoke well of him as a man of businesak London, 
men spoke well of him down Uien^ as one who knew how to tido to 
bounds. Not that Vavasor was popular among fcllow^sporUmen. b 
was quite otherwise. He was not a man tb^ made^mroself really 
popular k any sooial meetkffs of men. He did not ^self oaie tat 
the loose litUe talkkgs, half flat and half sharp, of men whmt thqr 
meet together k idleness, lie was not open enough k hknature for 
sucli popularity. Some men were aGmid of him, and some susp^ed 
Kiiti . There were others who made up to him, seek^ hii intimacy, 
these he usm^y snubbed, and always kept ai a distaaoe. Ibough 
'ho bad indulged k all tbe ordinary pfosaurea of young iiie% be had 
nercr been a jovial man. In his conversations with men ha always 
seemed to think that he should use his time towards aarvkg some 
pose of business. ^iUi woman he was quite the rtverse. mtb 
women he could be h^py* With women be oould really 
woDian bo oeuld really fore; but 1 doubt wbetUr bt m that ke 
treat a woman well 
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But he was knowu in {b« Oxfbrdahira country as a man who Inow 
what he was aud such men are always welcome* It is the mac 
who does not know bow to tide that ia made uncomfortable in the 
htmtiiig fl^d br oold looks or expressed censure. Aud jet it is very 
rarely tiiat such men do any real liamu Suoh a one ma^ now and then 
get among the hounds or orerride the hunt, but it m not often so. 
U^y su^i complaints are mode; but in truth the too forward man, 
who presses the dogs, is generally one who can Tide, but ia too ea^r 
or too seldsh to keep in his proper place. The bad rider, like the bad 
whist player, pays higUty for want nc docs not enjoy, and sliould bo 
tlianked. But at both games ho gets cruelly snubbed. At boUi games 
George Vavasor was great aud ho never got snubbid. 

There were men who lived together at lloebury in a kmd of club,— 
four or five of them, who came thither from l^udon, runuing back¬ 
wards and forwards as hunting arrangements enabled them to ao so,— 
a brewer or two and a banker, with a would-be fast attorney, a sport* 
ing literary gentleman, and a young unmarried member of pariiuuicut 
who bad no particular home of his own in the countn^. These men 
formed the Koebury Club, and a jolly life they had of it. They hod 
their own wiue closet at the King’s Hood,—or Boebury Inn, as the 
house had come to be popularly emied,—and supplied their own ^amo* 
.The lan^^ found evc^tlu^ dee; and as they were not very pi^ieulor 


aoont their biUi, they were aliowed to do pretty much os they liked in 
the house. They were rather imperious, very late in their hours, 
sometimes, though not often, noisy, and once there had been a hasty 
auarrd whioli hM made the landlord in his anger say that the cIud 
^ ould be t\imcd out of his house. But they paid well, chaffed the 
servants much oftener than they bullied thorn, aud on the whole were 
very popular. 

To this club Vavasor did not belong, alleging that be could not afford 
to live at their pace, and alleging, also, that bis stays at Boebury were 
not long enough to make him a desirable member. The invitation to 
Idm was not repeated and he lodged elsewhere in the little towau But 
he occadc^ly went in of an eveniiig|«nd would moke up with the 
members a tMie at whist. 

He had come down to Roebu^ by moil train, ready for huntii^ the 
next morning, and walked into the 010*^ -room just at midnight. There 
10. fou^ Maxwf^ tbe banker, GrWley tlm would-be fast attorney, 
■juA,'. Calder Jo|P| the member of parliament, playing dummy, 
limther of the *^weia were there, nor was the sjmrtmg literary 



,«or,” said Maxwell, "and now we won’t pla; tins 
I asj longer. Somebod; told me, Vantaor, that yon 
•wfWjfoiih Awi^." 

^hat. like t fox ? ” 

.irtiat it was; that something bad happened to yon 
jpapM i -that JOB were married, or dead, or gone abroad. Bv 
m’fohHSetnok a^ all 1 1 hate dammj^e tlw deril. 1 
iMpn basd. les^ 1 know ^ {hat's sotcb poiaU 
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on each biuc. VAvzuior» romo nnd cut. Upon luy word if any oua Lad 
libkcd me, I &kauld 1ir\c buul vuu v^vic dead.'* 

‘*iiut you MT, nobody c^cf docb ibiulc of asking yon anvtldng.” 
“TVhatyou probnldy niriui/* baid (iriiulU*y, “is that Vavabor was 
uot returned lor Chelsea List j^cbiuiry; but you’ve bccu Inia biuco 
that. Are 3011 goaiu to liy ii Vutaaor!* ^ 

you'll luid me the money i mil” 

'*1 don’t b<c >^lmt ou railli u uimi gains by going uito tlic house,” 
said Ciildor Jones. “ 1 couldn't help mjsilf uh it hnpjvoncd, but» upon 
my word it'b a deuce of u bans A fellow Hunks he can do as be likes 
jdioul (;UiUQ,~lmt he can’t. Jt uouldu’t do for mu to give it up, 
bcomise- 

“Oh no, of coursi not; s\here should we all be?* *’ ^oid Vavasor. 

“ lift yoti and me, Grmdems/’ suid MuiweU. “D—— iiarliamont I 
aud now let's huve a rubber.” 

TIipy plnsed till thriT oud Air. Calder lost u good deal of raoncy,^a 
go<»d cieul at nuiuev in a hi He way, tur they neior )»hi>ed above leu* 
ibdlii^ }>ou) 1 ft, uu(f no lici was imulc lor more thiui a pound or two. 
But Vaviuior was tlie winner, and when he left the room he became the 
aubjccl of boinc ilhutifuictl lomaiLs. 

“] wonder ho likes c«uiiing m here,” said Grindlry, who bad 
himself been the mau (0 in\ilc linn to iK*Iong to the club, aud who 
bad at one time indulged the ambition of uu intimacy with George 
\n\ user. 

“1 cun’L wnderstAnd if,” Aaid Colder Jones, who was a little bitter 
about his money. “ Lust 3 ear he seemed to walk m Just when ho 
liked, os tliouuli he weie one of us.” 

“lie's u hud sort of leliow,” said Griudley; “he’s so uncommonly 
dark. 1 don’t Luow wheic ou earth he gets Ins money trom. ilo was 
heir to ftotnu ftiuoll pro]>cHy iu the northj but he lost every ahilUtig of 
that when he w'as m tlic wmc trade.” 

“kou’re wroug there, Gimdeois,” said blaxwell,-»makmg use of a 
jJayful mekuHUie wlnoli he liad mvented for lus friend. “lie made a 
pot of mouey ut the wnie bu^uess, uud had ho stuck to it he would 
Luve been a rich nmu.” 

“Kc'ft lost it ail since then, uud that plaoo iu t)ie Eorth into tlu) 
bargain.” 

“ Wrong Qgniu, Oriudems, my boy. If old Vavasor were to die to* 
morrow, \uTU 8 or Hall would go just as he might chooee to leave ik 
George may be a rubied unui for niiglit 1 kaow—” 

“ There’s no doubt about tliat, X believe,” said Griudley. 

.“Ferhaps not, Grmdems^ but ho oau^ have lost Vavasew HslL 
beeatise he has never os yet had au interest ia it. He’s the naturd 
heir, and will probably get it some day.” • 

“All tlie same,” saiu Calder Joaea, “isn't it rather odd lie ahoold 
oome in hero ? ” • 

“ We’ve asked 1dm often enough,” said Maxwell”not beoanwyift 
like him, but because we want him so often to make up a riimOt. 
1 don’t like George Vavasor, and 1 don’t know who does} bni Ifike, 
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Lim better than dammT. Aiid Td eooner blaj wUbt wHb men I doa*t 
like» Griudemsj iltau Td not pluj ot alt/’ A. bjslander migbt bato 
tkoufflit from the tono of Ur. Maxwell's Toice that lie was alluding to 
Mr. Qriudlej himself, bub Mr. Griudloy didn’t seem to take it in that 
light. 

'^That's true, of course/’ scud ho. “We can't pick men Just os wo 
please. But I certainly didn't think that he’d make it out for another 
teas on/' 

The club breakfasted the uext moruiug at nine o’clock, in order 
that they might start at Irntf-past for the meet at Edgehill. £dge< 
hilt is twelve miles from liochurj, ?ind the hacks would do it in 
an hour and a iiulf,-^or perhaps a little less. “Does auj^hodv 
know anj’tbiug about that bro«ij hoi-se of Vavasor's?" said MaxwetU 
“ 1 saw him cuiniag into the yard ycslcitlay with that old groom of 
his." 

“ Ho had tt browu horse lust season," said Griudicy ;—“ a little lliing 
that went very fas(, but wasn’t nuiio sound on the road." 

“That w*us n ujurn/* auid Maxwell, “aud he sold her to Cinque* 
bars/' • 

“ For a bundled and fifty/' said Caldci Jones, “ and site wasn't worth 
tlio odd fifty 

“ Ho won seventy with her at Leamington/' said MoxwcU, “ and 1 
doubt whclbcr lic*d take his piouey uow.“ 

" Is Cinquciuirs coming down here this year P" 

“ 1 don't know," said MiauclI. “ 1 ho)>c uut. He's tliebest fellow 
in the worUl, but he can't ride, and he don't caie for biiniiiig, and 
he mak(*H*inore row than any fellow 1 ever mot. I wish sou le follow 
could teli me somelhing about that fellow a browu horse." 

“ I'd u<7VGr buy a horse ui Vavasor's if 1 were yon," said Uriudley. 
“ He never has anything that's all-right uU round." 

“ And who has ?" auui Maxwvll^ us he look into his plate a second 
mutton chop, which had iust been brought up hot into the room 
especially (or him. “Thavs the mistake men moke about horses, and 
thM's way there's so much cheating. 1 aicvcr oak for a warranty witli 
a horse, mid don't rery often have a horse exAU»iiicd. Yet 1 do as 
well os others. You can't have perfect horses any mure th;ui you cun 
perfect men, or perfect wumeu. You put up wLl.h red hair, or bad 
teeth, or big feeler sometimes with the devd of a voice. But a mun 


uowT narer expect a perfect animal 1 like 'em to see ; 1 like 'em to 
.hbra fbv Im j and 1 like 'em to bare a little wind. X don't much 
Suiid a^thmg eiBe>" 

V Jpva, you're about i^it/' sskl Colder Jones. The reader 


^ . 




bfm whom I hsTs bemwad this scion ol die nobilUy I 
b us hewoaiq bars forgiven mo xuf little Uioft, sud now 

U«H iShaags theaaiaei 
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will therefore rendil; see that Hr. Maxwell the banker reigned 
king in that club. 

Vavasor had sent two horses on in charge of Bat Smtthert» and 
followed on a nonj about fourteen hands high, which be liad ridden 
as a covor hacic for the last four years, lie did not start till neat 
ton, but ho was able to catch But witli his two horses about a mile and 
.,a half on that eido of Edgohill. *^llavc you moiir^d to come along 
protW clean P ** the master asked as he came up with his servaut. 

** Tbov be the most beastly roads in all Bnglaud,'* said Bat, who 

be )o« 
fur 


idwavs ^nnd fault will) any county in which he liiipneued 
catea. But 1*11 warrant Vm clcwcr tluui most on em. What 


to 


«( 
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any county should moke such roads as them 1 never could tell.*’ 

The roads about thePe ate bad, certainly;—very bad. But I sup* 
pose they would liuve been better had Providence scut bettor moteriais. 
And what do you think of the brown liorsc, Bat P ” 

** Well, Sir.” Ko suid no more, and tliai ho said with a drawl. 

** He’s as fine an animal to look at as ever I put my eye oni’* said 
George. 

' He’s all that,” said Bat. 

He’s got lots of pace, too.’^ 

I’m sure he has, Sir.” 

And they tell me you can’t beat him at jamplng.” 

They can mostly uo that, Sir, if they’re well hailed.” 

You see he’s a deal over my weight.” 

** Yes, ho is, Ur. Vavasor. He is a fourteen sicner.” 

” Or fifteen,” said Vavasor. 

Perhaps he may, Sir. There’s no knowing what a ’orse can earrv 
;ill he’s tried.” 

George asked bis groom no more questions, but felt sure that ho 
had hotter sell hia brown horse if he could. Now 1 here protest 
that t^e was nothing specially amiss with the brown horse. To* 
wards the end of the preoeding season he had overreached himsdf 
and had been lame, aud had been sold by some owner with more 
money than bmius wlio liacl not eared to wait for a euro. Then 
(here had gone with him a bod character, and a vague suipioioa 
had attache itself to him, as there does to hiuidreds of horses vrhidi 
are very good animuls in thoir way. He had come thus to Tatto* 
sail’s, ana Vavasor had bought him cheap, thinking that he might 
moke mooelr of him, from lus form and aoUon. nt had found no* 
thing andsa with him-^nor, indeed, had Bat Smitbera. But his dta* 
rdbto went with him, and therefore Bat Smithers thought it wdl to 
he Imowisg. George Vavasor kuew as much of hones as most mim 
ean—as much, perhaps, as any man can who is not a dealer, a 
veterinary suigeon; but he, like all men, doubted bisbwn knowledge'! 
though on that subject lie would never admit that he doul^d 
Thonfore bo took Bat’s word and felt sure that ti^ hor^ ttfes 
wrete. 

** We shall have a run from the big wood,” said Oeoigs. 

If they make un break, you wi^ Sir,” said ' 





THX BOUtTBT CLITB. 


IIB 


' "At AQj ratoj 1*11 ride the brown horee/* arid OcorfK. TI(on» oi 
toon as Ihnl was settled betweea them, the lioeburj (^ub overlook 
them. 

« There waa now a ruali of horses on the road together, and ILev 
were within a quarter of a mite of Edgehill cliorcli, close to wLicn 
was \\it meet. Bat with Lie two hunters fell a UUlc behind, nud the 
oUicra trotted on together. TJic other grooms with tlieir animus 
were on in adTanoe, and were bj this time employed in combing out 
forelocks, and rubbiug stirrup leathers and horses' legs free fioiu the 
dirt of the rouds ;^but Bat Bmitliors was like his master, and 
did not congregate muclt with other men, and Vuvasor was sure 
to give orders to Lis servant different from tiio orders given b/ 
others. * 

Are you well mounted this year P Maxwell asked of George 
Vavasor. 

No, bdeed ; I never was what I call well munnlcd yet. I gi nc« 
rnllyjiave one horse and three or four cripples. That brown Im'ht 
bcaind there is prettv good, 1 believe.*^ 

1 sec your man nas got the old ohealnut mure wilh him.** 

** She's one of tlie cripples—not but wliat she's as sound as o bell, 
and 08 good a hunter os ever 1 wish to ride; but she makes a little 
noise when she’s going.'* 

So that you can iiear her three fields off/’ said Grindiey. 

Five, if the iidds arc small cnougli andyuur curs uic sharp enough/* 
said VuvasoT. ** All the same 1 wonidu't change her for the best liorse 
1 ever saw under you." 

. " Hud you there, Grindems," said Maxwell. 

No, he didu't/’ said Grin^ey. " 11c didn't have me at oil.*' 
lour horses, Orbdiey, ore ulwii}s up to all the work they hare to 
do,** said George; ** and 1 don't know what auy man wants more 
tiian that.** 

Had you agam, Oiindems,'* said Maxwell. 

** 1 con ride agabst liim any day,** said (irindley. 

" Yea; or against a brick wall cither, if your horse didn’t know any 
better/* said Cr^rge. 

" Had yon agab, Grindems/* said Maxwell. Whereupon Ur. Grind- 
1^ trotted on, round the comer by the church, and into tho field m 
wliieb the hounds were assembled. The fire had beccine hut for 
* kiiOi and he thought it best to eacape. Had it been Vavasor olono he 
^ would have tum^ upon him and snarled, but he could not afford to ex- 
a^y ill tmuper to the kbg of Uie club. Mr. Grbdley was not 
* ir, s^ were Maxwell to turn openly against him hia sporting life 
at Boaboiy would decidedly be a failure. 

, . i *livee*<d sueb men as Ur. Qrbdlcy—mcm who are tolerated b the 

of Others who are accounted their superiors, do not seem 
M&f adtraotiona. And yet how many such men doea one see 
^ UMai evfCT set 1 Why Mr. Qiindley ahould have been bferior to 
•wr hgaher, or to Stones or to Prettyman, who were brew* 

; owes the heiify*weight lite^ gentlmnan, 1 can 

'/»* ‘ ®?Hl -. • / ’V i . 
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Imrdl; say. An attorney hy his trade U at auy raio os goc^ aa a brewer^ 
Olid there are iQimy attoniojs vlio hold their heada wywberc. 
Uriudley ^*u& a rich maii^or at auy rule rich enough for Uio life he lent. 

1 don't know much alK>ut his birtlii but 1 believe it was as good as 
AIuxwdl*s. Up. WHS not ignorant, or a foolwbcrcas 1 rather think 
Jlaxwdi was a fool. Griniilcy h:id inwlc his own woy in the world, but 
AIuxwcll w ould eel Uinly not have made himself o banker if his father 
iuul not been a buukur l>ofort^ him; nor could the bank have gone on 
iiiid prospered hud there not brcii partners there whu were better airji 
of busiuc^s than our friend. Griiiilley knew that he hud a bcUer iulek 
leei tliun Miawell; uud yet he allowed Maxwell to snub him, ami he 
(ondjcd Maxwell mirlmii. It was not on Uie of riditig tliut 
Aldxwdi cluiiucd and held ms Mi|M;rioriiy, for Grmilcvdid not uuiil 
yluck, mid every one kueu that Max well hud lived freely that his 

/.orvch were u<j( ulmi they hud lieoii. 1 think it hud come from the 
oul wuid io<*k of the met., from the form of each, {\vui the giiil and vis¬ 
age which iu one was good and in the ulhcr iiimguilicmit. The naUuo 
ol such doniianm of imiu over inim is very siagidur, but this is cerium, 
th&l whcji once obtained iu manhotnl it may )>v. easily held. 

Aniuijg boys ut school the S2imc thing is oven luoic conspicuous, be- 
fuusc hojs tuve less of couM'ivucc than men, ui'e luorc addicted bj 
tyranny, and when weak arc hss pi one to feel tlio inUery und disgiucs 
of suocuinbiijg. Who has Ik*( U ihioiigh u large school und does not 
rcnjcinhcr the AJuxmcIU und (irindicys—-the ty Hints and the slaves— 
those M lio domiiieejcd and tliosc vlio subiniUcdf ^ur was it, even 
then, pcrbouul si length, nor always superior coiimge, that gave the 
power of ccniunund. lior nus it nitcUcci, or thoughlfulncss, nor by 
Miy means such ijtiuhUcs ua luukc men and bi^ys lovable. It is said by 
many wlio have hud to deal with boys, that certain among them claim 
und obtuio osccnduucy by the spirit Mithiu ibem^ but 1 doubt whether 
tlio ascendancy is Jiot roUjcr ilinisi vn them than claimed by thc^m. 
Here again ] think the outward gull of the boy goes lur tow'orda obtain* 
iog for him the aubinissiou of his fellows. 

But tijo tyrant boy docs not bofotnc the tyrant man, or the slave boy 
the slave man, because the outward visage*, that bos been noble or uiChu * 
iu the one, chujiges and becomes so oltcu mean or noble in tlic oUicr. 

**Uj George, there's Vo]lock I" said Aiaxwcll, us ho rode into Uie 
field by the church. *• Til i)ct half a crown lliat he’s come down from 
London this monnng, that be whs ui). all night last night, and that ho 
tells us 60 tinne tioKe before (he hnunds go out of the paddock,’’. Ur« 
foUook was the heavy-weight sporting literary gentlemi^ 
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0? all sigiiis ui llic woM ibcie ib, 1 thiiik» none more beautiful ihaa 
that of a ]i4(k i)i IuxIiomikIs beak^i oiiaMiufci mmiihg, iouiid tbu 
Luut&nuutj il tlic ol ihcctiu{( bc( n cliobcJi with anvthujg ot aUia- 
tic bkill. It &butjld be Jii a giassj and llie liHd bhould he binoll. 16 
bliotild not brubsulutel) auayliuni all buildings, tuid llie brdgcruws 
bhould not have Iktu rli|)|Kd and pux'd, and inadr alimglit uxLh relcN 
cneu to modem ouucultmal eounuin}. 'X'huic bliould bu liecb ueur, and 
llic giound fboiitu b<* a iiUlc uneven, $0 nb to mark aumc ccUam binall 
bpaec ub Uic exact spot ulicio ilic dogb oud buivauU ol the hunt blioidd 
cungtegale. 

'Jlicu' uie w(U4noua giaud incclb iu EugLnd, in the parks of uuble* 
mcji, belujethca lioobcs, or ciui on uhat aie called (hcirlauiib; but 
thebC lUaKinliccui alUits liaec but liiUe »1 ilie biuut; of \\luclk I bueuk« 
8 ucb us'^embUeb aic too giuud and too omatc, uud, moreover, mueu too 
for removed f 10 m true bpoitiugpropucticb. At them^ cqujpugob aic 
sliuuug, uiid ladicb’ diubbcb me gotgcou%, uud cioudbol tudebunu fiom 
the ueigbboiuiug touu lja\e come tlicie lo Itmk at tlic gi.iud folk. To 
my eyo tbero ib uulliuig bcautilul m that. The meet 1 bpcak ol is ut* 
ninged vkiili a mow to bpoit, but tbc uecideul of tlio locality nioy make 
it the nictUCbt thing m the woiiiL 

Sucli, lu a spi^uTdc'gice, was the c«i3c at Edgehili. At EdgaUill the 
whole vdluge coubibled oi ihitc 01 lour cottagcb; but there waii a buiall 
old chuich, uitU uu old guy iowci, uud a uuiiov, giecu, nlmobt durk, 
chmclnaul, buuoiuid(d bv elm-tucb The loml hoiu liuebury to the 
meet pobbcd b} Uio chuic)i btile, luid turuing juai Ix^yond it cunic upon 
the gate which led mto the little field iu which the hounds Iclt tliem- 
selves as much at home hs m their •Leunclb. There uuglit bo six or 
seven acres m the field, which was long and narrow, so that the hunts* 
uioa liod space to walk IciburcW up and down with the pack clu'^tcriiig 
round him, wheu he coubxdrica tbat loiq^er bitting inigdit cbdl Uiein. 
Tbc ohuich tower was clobc at baud, visible throu^ the trees, and the 
field Itself WAS green and boft, though never sj^iahmg witlC mud or 
heavy with holes. 

EdgeluU was a iavourite meet in tbat country, partly becaube foxil 
were very abundant ni the gicat wood adjacent, partly bccaubo tin 
who)# country around ie graas-hmd, and paitly, no doubt, Iroia the 
* sporting pApensities of the neighbounug jmpniaticut. As regards my 
oVntasU, 1 do not know tbat X do hke bcguming a day with a great 
if not beghinizig it, certainly not uuding it. It is haid to 
' oon* upon the emm of UtotUK as it is upon tlie oream of any other 
• Who can ahnys dnoaXalltte of tkt finest, can always talk to 
a womin who hi both hcantifid and witty* or can always find the right 
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spirit in the poetry lie reads P A nan lisa nsu&Uy to work tlirongli 
much mud before lie gets bis It is so ceitainlT in buaiiug» and 

a lijg wood too fn*qucutlj afflicts the sportsman^ as tim mud does the 
miner. The small gorsc cover is the bsppy, luuch-cnvicd bit of grouud 
in which the gold is sure to show itself rcodily. Bot without the woods 
the gorsc would not liold iho fuaes, and without the mud the gold 
would not have found its resting-place. 

But| as I have said, Edgeliiu was a popular mect» and^ as regarded 
the meet itself^ was eminently pictur^ue. Oo the present occasion 
the little field was full of horsemen, moviug about slou ly, chatting to* 

5 ether, smoking cigars, getting off from their hacks and mountiog 
K'jr hunters, giving orders to their servants, and preparing for the d^. 
There were old country genUemen there, greeting cucli oilier from 
iidca of the county; sporting formers who love to liud Ihcmsclvcs aloiig* 
lide their landlords, and to (eel that the pleasures of the country are 
common to both ; men down from town, like our IVicnds of the KoAury 
club, who made hunting their chosen pleasure, and who formed, in num* 
ber, perhaps the hugest portion of the field; olUccrs from garrisons 
rouna about; a cloud of servants, and a few nondcsciifit slmg^crs who 
had picked up liorBos, hither and Uiithcr, round the countiy. Uutside 
the gato on tne road were drawn up a variety of vehicles, open carrisgef| 

a * -carts, gigs, and waggonettes, in some few of which were seated 
ts who bad conic over to see the meet. But Sdgchill was, essen¬ 
tially, not a ladies’ meet. Tlie distances to it were I^g, and the rides 
ill Cranby fVood—tiie big wood—were not adapted for wheels. There 
were one or two ladies on horseback, as is always the case) but Edge- 
hill was not a place popular, even with hunting ladies. One carriage, 
that of the old master of the bounds, bad entered tJic sacred precin^ 
of the field, and from this the old baronet was just descending, as Mu* 
well, Caldcr Jonea, and Vavasor rode into the lield. 

‘‘I hope I see you well, Sir William,’* said Uaxwd], greeting tbo 
master. Odder jemes also made his little speech, and so did Va¬ 
vasor. 

“ Humph—well, yes, Fm pret^ well, thank’ee. Just move on, will 
you f My mare can’t stir here.” Then some one else spoke to bim, 
and he only grunted in answer. Having slowly been assisted w oA to 
his horse—for he was over seventy years of age—he trotted on to tbs 
bounds^ while all the farmers round him touched their bats to him. 
But bis mind was laden wkU affairs of import, and he noticed no one. 
In a whispered voice be gave his instructions to his buntunaiL wbosaidj 
» Tes, Bit WilUam,” No, 8ir William,” ” No doubt, Sit William." • 
Ode lo^-es^ h^-tegged fellow, in a bun^g-oap aoariet cost, 
bung listemng by, anxious to catob sometfaing of the ordm for ^ 
monuflg. " who tbe devil's that fallow, that’s all bteeobes and boots f ** 
eaid Bir WilKam aloud to some one near buD, as the huntsman moved 
off wito the bounds. Sir Williain knew tbe min w^ enough/ bhf ares 
minded to punish ban for bis diseourUiy. " Where shall we < 

^ William t ” aaidCdder Jones, in a voice that wu really fair tnwUct 

^ How tbe mseUef am 1 to know wheie finm aioT^ eiM^ 
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liam^ with aii oath; and Caldcr Jonas retired unliai^py, aud for Die mo¬ 
ment altogetber silenced. 

And ;ct SirWillinm was the most pdpulur man in the Gomil;, aud no 
moro courteous gentleman ever sat nt tlie bottom of his own table. A 
mild man he wus, too^ when out of lib suddloj mid one bj no iueaii» 
disposed to assume special siipreiuiicj[. But a master of bounds, if be 
have long held the couutrj^aud Sir William had held lib fur uuiru 
tlmn thlrtj jrears^obtains a power wlucli tliat of Jio other poteututo 
can equal. He may say and do what he pleases, and liis tyranny b 
always respected, xio conspiracy against him has a chance of success ; 
no sedition will meet with symputhy;—that b, if lie bo sncccsslul in 
ehuwiiig sport. If a man bo sworn at, abusc'd, luid put down without 
cause, let him bear it and tbuik Umt he bos b^eu a vietiiii for the public 
good. Aud lot him never be angry with the masUr. That rough longue 
a tlio ncocssity of (he muster's position. They used to s^ timt no cap- 
tain could inauagc a ship wilhout swearing al hb men. But what aro 
thd captain’s troubles in comparison with those of tho master of hounds f 
Ain’s men arc under diKcipliuc, and can be locked up, flogged, 
or have Ibeir grog slojiped. Tlie niasler of bounds cannot stop the 
grog oi‘ any ofleuucr, and he con only stop the tongue, or horse, oi such 
an one bv verv sharp words. 

Well, Pollock, when did you come F ” said Maxwell. 

'^By George,*’ said the literary gentleman, *'just down from Loudon 
by tlie 6'SO from Burtou Square, and got over licre from Wiuslow iu a 
trap, with two fellows 1 never saw iu my life before. We came tandem 
iu a fly, and did the nineteen miles in an hour.” 

Como, Atlienion, draw it mild,” said MuiwcU. 

** We did. iud^d. 1 wonder whether tlicy’ll pay me Ibeir share of 
tbc fly. 1 had to leave Onslow Crescent at u quarter before eight, aud 
1 did three hoars’ work bcflire i started.” 

** Then you it by candle-light,” said Grindlcy. 

Of course I did; and wby shouldn’t IP l)o you suppose no one 
can work by candle-light except a lawyer P I suppose you fellows were 
ploying wbut, and drinking h^. I’m nnoommon glaa 1 wasn’t with 
ytm, for 1 shall be able to nde.” 

1 bet you a pound,” said Jones, **if there’s a nm, 1 see more of it 
ttian jou.’^ 

. ” rU take that bet with Jones,” sold Grindloy, and Vavasor shall bo 
thejudge.” 

^OtttleiD^ the hounds can’t get out, if you will stop up tlie gate,” 
' sidd Sir WiUiAm. Tlien tbe^mk passed through, and they all trotted 

to Granby Wood. 

Tavasor, as be rode on to the wood, was sImic, or spesking, from 
tfine to tUM, »iew wads to his*servant. “X’il ride the ohesnut more ui 
be aid, " mi do joui^eep aear me/' 
to be gallcKpiig up uwl dovu titem ridee, 1 luppoie ” aid 
-w^-eiiMiet eontemptuousl;. 

''l ibid’A.giJb^ ttpenddovatheridM mfaelf ; but do jfoa mark me. 
it kaoir whttt i aav'toihM I eu ofaMiy if * Dax ebouid go «waj/' 
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Yuu^U he here all daj, Sir. That’s my belief/' 

** If so I won^t ride the browa horse at all. But do you take care to 
lot mo have him if there’s a chance. Do you uiidcrstmid f ** 

**Oh, yes, I uuderstund. Sir. There ain’t no dilhculty in my under* 
standing;—only I don’t think. Sir, you’ll ever g<^ a fox out of tlmt 
wood to-day. Why, it atauds to rcasom The wind’s from the uortli*. 
east.” 

Cronby Wood is very large—there being, in trutJi, two or ilirce 
woods together. It was nearly twelve before I hey found; and thou for 
un hour tJiere was great excitenicnt among the men, who rode up and 
down tlic rides, as tlic hounds drove the fox from one cud to another of 
the cuolosure. Once or twice the poor aiiinud did try to go away, and 
then then? was great lialloping, galloping, und jumping over lumecessury 
fences; but he wus headed bi^k Again, or eliangca his mind, uot liking 
tho north-east wind of which But hiuitliers had predicted sucli bad 
things. Ifter one the crowd of men beoanio rather more iodiirercnl;| 
and clustered togcllier in broad spots, cotiiig their lunch, smoking ci¬ 
gars, and olmfhug ciicli other. It was suigulav to observe the uiiiasing 
Quantity of liaiir sandwiches and of sherry that had been carried into 
Uranby Wood on tbut day. Qrooms appeared to have been laden with 
eases, and men were as well armed witli llasks at their saddlebows as 
tlicy used to be witli pistols. Maxwell mid i'otloek fonned Clio centre 
of one of these crowds, and chofled each other with tlie utmost industry, 
till, tired of Imvjjig inilicled no wounds, they turned upon Grindlej and 
drove him out of the circle. You'll muko that man out l\is tliront, if 
you go on at that,” said Bollock, '’bhall IP” said Maxwell. ^’Thcii 
rll ccrtuiidy stick to him for the sake of humanity in general.” During 
all this time Vuvosor sut apart, quite alone, and Bat bmithers grimly 
kept his place, about tlii'cc hundred yards from him. 

”We shan’t do any good to-day,” said Qriudlcyi coming up to 
Vavasor. 

“ I’m sure I don’t know,” said Vavasor. 

” That old fellow has got to be so stupid, be doesn't know wliat he’s 
about,” said GriinUiy, meuniug^Sir Wiliiaui. 

“How cun he maxe the fox break P ” said Vavasor; and as his voice 
was by no means encouraging, Grindley rude away. 

liuucb and cigars lasted till two, during whioh hour the bounds, the 
huntsmen, tlie whips, and old Sir Wiiliain were hard at work, os also 
were some few others who persistently followed every chan^ of tbo 
game. Brom that till three there wore two or three fl^ltes in the pan, 
and false reports as to foxes which had gone away, which first set. men 
gallopuig, and then made them very awy. After three, mcn^bc^ Ui 
say oau^ty things, to abuse Crauby Wum, to friah violently that 
litm remained at home or gone elsewhere, sad to speak wEreTere;^l^ df. 
titeir oneient master. ” It’s the cussidest place in ^ ereationj” said 
UaxwelL “1 often said I’d not come here any more, and now.I akv li 
again.” e 

*'And yet vou'U be here Um n^ meet,” said Orindleji who tel*. 
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^'GnndcmB} } 0 u know a siglit too sud Mivxvcll, *'}oudo 

Indeed An oidinar; tcllov lub no clianct Mitli }ou 
Ciuiidlcj ^as iigaju going to catch li, but ou tlua timf saved by 
tbc nppranuicc ol the Imutsmao, who raise gaDoptng up cue ot tlir 
tides, with a lot of the hounds at his heels 
*'llc bu*t iway, Tom, smtiy said Jda^wcU 
‘‘Uc’floutol theno^s vuocwhtKs,’ sud Tom,—and off tiny all 
went Va 1 a SOI changed lub hoi s(, gt ft lu. ou to Ou Licun oik, and 
gutu^ up his clicsluut muLto liot biuitiias, wlio suj^gtsted that he 
mi^hl 4** well go litiDic to Uoibiijy uon \ nsobui giu him no aiibsut, 
but, fioftingouto tlu iH>iut uhcie ihi lulcs mcl, stuppid a monunt 
Olid iibiineucaictuIlY lluuhclook i |i Uh di\( ij;ing i) horn tliat 
b> uliich the huuLsiiun and the ciuud ot horsennu h id e,one, and mode 
the best ol his way tliiou^h the wood aVl the «ud ol this )u cuuie upon 
&ii Wilham, who, with ao out ueoi him but lub seivout, waa stiuiaing 
m the pathway ot a Idtk* hunting gait 

said bu Willum * The hounds aie not out of tlio 

wood yti ” 

**Js the fox awj), 6uf ” 

** What’s the good ol that if we can’t gel the hounds out P—les, he’s 
away Ue passed out wheie I am staiidj% '* And th<n lie h(^ ni to 
blow his Loin lustily, and by dtgues olhci mm mid a h w Jiouudd came 
down the ude Ihen ’iom, with hia hoisc almost blowu, made his an 
pcaiauGC ouUide the wood, and soon there emne a i ush oi men, iicaily 
on the top ot out anotlu i, pusliiug ou, not knowing whithei,bu 1 keenly 
*tiise to tlie iact that the lux had at last couscuteu to tuovo hib 
quaiteis 

Tom touched his liat, and looked at Ins nustcr, mquiungly 

f one foi Clajdon's/* said the niaslti ' liy them u|> that htdgiiow ’ 
'oro did tiy them up tlie htdgeiow, and in halt a imauto the nounde 
came upon the scent ’Ihen you ought set men seithnn then hats on 
their heads, and feebng then iect m tbe.ii slitiupv ihe tnumeut lot 
whiph tky had ao long waited had come, and yet llieie were many who 
woiud DOW have pielured that the loxsITould oe headed baekuito coui 
^me had but ktUe coohdeuce m tiieu halt blown hoiscswith many 
the woitujg, tliough so abused and anatheinatiscd, was m Uuth moie to 
iheit taste than the lun itsell with oihua the meUement had gout 
by, and a gallop over a field oi two was utcessarj belote it would bo 
testcied With most men at auch a motneut ilieie is a Utile nuveus* 
ness, iome fear ot makiug a bad staxt, a dteud lest others should have 
mare of the success ot the hunt than ialls to them But Uirio was a 

E ut iuah and a mighty bustle as the hounds mado out then game, and 
r William ielt bimseU called upon to use the rough side ol hia tongue 
to mpre than <&e delinqucut 

ceriam iij old stagen might bo seen tursinfr off to the left, 
tamoMi ct foUowuig the ooune oi Uie game as indicated the hounds. 
Tber veeo men »Eo had telt the air as the; came out, aud kn< w tiiat 
tiw rax matt aooa ran down wind, irtiateTet he might do ioi tit iust 
. half miie or Bo,*Hn«Q who knew alao which woa tho shortest wa; to 
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Ckjdon't bj iho road. Ah, tho salisfactioQ timt there ie when Ibcee 
ttiiih arc throws out, aud ilicirdead knowledge prored tote of no avail I 
IJ* a fux will only run alraiglit, licadiug from the cover on hia real line, 
these very sagacious gentlemen seldom come to much liononrand gloiy 

In tlm prose I a hntuiicc the beast scented dotenniued to go straiglil 
enough, for the hounds ran the aceut alone iltrce or four hragerows in 
a liue. He Itud ninnngcd to get for liIutscTf full ten minutes* aturt, and 
had been able to leave the cover and ail his enemies well behind him 
bclbrc he bothouglit Ijimself as to his beat way to his purposed destina* 
Uon. And here, from field to fields there were litlle huuting-gates at 
whiob men crowded lustilv, )>oking and shoving each otlier’s horses, and 
hating eacli other with a uitterDcss of hatred wliich is, 1 thiuk, known 
nowhere else. No Imutiii^man ever wants to jump if he can help it^ 
and the hedges near tlie gate were not alluring. A few there were who 
made hues tor tlicnisoives, taking the next field to the right, or scramb¬ 
ling through the cornel's of the muccs while the rush was going on at * 
the gates i and among Uiesc was Ocorge Vavasor, lie never rode hi a 
crowd, always keeping himself somewhat away from men as well as 
Jiounds. He w*onlu otlcn be thrown out, and then men would bear no 
. more of him for i)jut day. On such occasions ho did not show himaelf, 
as other men do, twenty nuiiutca after the fox had been killed or mo to 
ground,—but betook himself homo by hinisedf, going through the bye- 
ways and lanes, thus leaving no report of his failures to be spoken of^ 
his comi^cers. 

As long as the line of gates lasted, the crowd oontinned as thick as 
ever, and the best man was he whose horse could shove the hardestt* 
After passing some four or live fields hi this way they came out upon a 
road, aiid, tmi scent holding strong Urn dogs crossed it without any de¬ 
murring. Tljcn came doubt hito Qic minds of men, many of whom, be¬ 
fore they would venture away from their position ou the lane, narrowly 
watohed the leading hounds to see whether there was indioation of a 
turn to the oue side or the other. Sir William, whose seventy odd 
years excused him, turned sharp to the left, knowing that he could 
make Cloydou’s that way; and^very many were the submissive horse¬ 
men who followed him i a few took the road to the right, having ih 
their minds some little game of their own. The hardest riom there had 
already crossed from the road into the country, and were goiw w^ to 
the hounds, ignorant, some of them, of the* brook before nad 
others unheeding, foremost among these was Burgo Fitsgenid,— 
Fitagerald, whom no man had over known to cmie at a lehbe,or to b¥g 
^ road, or to spare his own neck or his horse's. And yet poor Burn 
eeldoni finished well,—coming to repeated grief in Uiis matter ctf iSo 
bunting, as he did so eonetantly in oUicr matteri of his lifis. 

Birt almost neck and neck with Burgo was FgUopki tbe'apor^Bg. 
Uerarj genUMiMu Pollock had but two hones to his stnA a^ wks 
never uown to give much money for them; and he we^ea mitirok: 
his boots fifteen stone I Ho one ever knew bow Pollock did it i-*HEften 
especially as all the world deolared that he was as ignorant ctf hnsti^ 
as any tailor. He eoold tidci or when he couldn’t he 
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^men said that of Aim,—and be would ride as long as tlie beast under 
him could go. But few knew the sad misfortunes wlaoh poor Tollock 
soioethues encountered mudd; ditcUes in which he was leil; llie 
despair with which he would stand bj his unfoiiunatc horse when the 
pewr brute could no longer move across some deep-ploughed field; Ilia 
miles that he would walk at night beside a tired animal, as he made his 
WAT slowly bock to Roebury I 

Tlicn came Tom the huntsman, with Calder Jones close to him, and 
Grindley intent on winning his sovereign. Vavasor had also crossed tho 
road sODvewhat to the left, carrying with him one or two who know tlmt 
he WHS a safe man to follow. Maxwell had been iguomiiiiously turned 
by the hodgCi which, together with its ditch, formed a fence sucli ns all 
men do not love at the beginning of a run. lie .hod turned from it, ao 
knowlcdging the cause. **By George!’' said he, ‘Hhat's too big tor 
me yet awhile i and there’s no end of a river at the bottom.” Bo ho 
had followed the master down the road. 

All those whom we have named managed to over the brook, 
Poilook’i horse barely eoutriviug to get up bis hind legs from the broken 
edge of the bank. Mine uagvrefu^ it, and their riders thus lost all 
tb«r chance of sport for that day. Such is the lot of men who hunt. A 
man pays five or six pounds for bis day’s omusemeat, and it is ten to 
one tMt the oocurrenees of the day aisgust ratlier than gratify liim! 
One or two got in, and scrambled out on the other aide, but Tuflo 
Pearlings, tho Uanoheater man from Priday Street, stuck in the mud at 
the bottom, and could not get his mare out till seveu men bad come 
with ropca to help him. ” where tlie devil ia my fellow P ” Pearlings 
asked of the countrymen^ but the countiymcn could not tell him that 
”hu fallow ” with nis second horse was riding the hunt with great .satis¬ 
faction to liimaclf. 

Geoim Ysvasor found that his horse went .with him uncommonly well, 
taking his fonoes almost in the stride of hb gallop, and giving unmis¬ 
takably signs of go<^ condition! ”1 wonder what it is thars amiss 
wi^i lunOf” worge to himself, resolving, however, that ho would 
sdl him that day if be got an opportoaity. Straight went the line of the 
fox, np’from the brook, smd Tom began to say that his master had been 
irniu about payd<m’s. 

nlmre are we now f ” eaid Borgo, as four or Ave of them dashed 
ttjrough the ffXe of a fovnyard. 

tW ii Bulbv’s forin,” said xom, ** and we’re going right away for 

Xbnbn Wood/^ 

^^SMkHQ.Wood be d—said a stout farmer, who had omne as far 
tt.fim.iw tjbf^ You won’t see Elmham Wou to-day.’^ 

^mese you know best,” said Ton; end then they were through 
tte eeross another toad* and down a steep tuvioe or the side oft 
StwMpefr.. been through them fin, any wty,” s^ Tom. ^*To 

^ ^ ^ mvme, and 

4f the houM almost a field before them at the top. 

. that tone •{ the wind out of a foUeW|” said P^ook. 
MWd viad now,^ esld lupg^ liaihmg on,. 
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** tlic ]jftcc (oining up Jo flmt fiinihousc BmdCaldrt 

Jones, lookup luuml to sic il Oundky ^a& shaken oil J 5 ut (jimdleyi 
tilth Bome MX oi bctcu otlicr^^ tvas ^tdl iliMC And fbcu, aUo, nKuj^ 
111 the m\f held in the kit, tins Gforgi Yntusoi Ho lidd spoktn no 
Bout to uij OIK siuoo tiu hunt coinniruccdi iioi had he tii&Lca to speak 
lo nin 01U lie (Irsii'^d to sell lus liors^,«—and he desiud d^o to sue* 
ruil in tilt luu foi uthci ua&oua thuii that, though 1 thmk he ^ould 
lidM lonud it diflnuU to dthm them 

u tiKV hul open ft I'-s lind tor ahoul a nnk, hul uith \ tir l^cavT 
I(M(s — s<j ihit l)i( honiuK ^jikcI upon Ihou a liltk, and rullock^b 
\Tti 111 If^in to tt^l llii luuilsiiiiui and Bu^u imic h idai^ ^^ltU oome 
1 ( lUiintt countu ^tnilnnm, whose c,ot>d st os hul biouc^lit him m upon 
tlum xi thi laimuod ^tt It Ja tin ni)iistKt ot such accidents ns this 
til U huaka l)i( Inait oJ a mui who has IninslK f^oiie thiongh nil tho 
Inal diul MOik oHIk And tlic h< inuk had snicd a liltio 

lound to tho ltl1» making;, ulUi dl« lotdusdonb *‘l)auicd il tho 
bcjuiu wauit ti^ht/' sod lorn bit 'it dhon, thougU a baiontt, was 
l&nohail> cdkd the Squur IhiouKhout the hunt 

** "W ( am*t ffonig loi Clnjdou s now ” asked Buipo 
^'Tlicni 8 Ch^don b((( lu.5 we sat o?u Ibue/* baid Tom 
often tho Sqmic b wionf, 

Ikic tiny canu to a little double tail am) <\ Mtk qnickbct hedge A 
(kiihh lail IS an isly U nci alw i>s li il h is Ihcu ni iiU any way btiung, 
tind one which n niiu wilh o wih nnd a iuuily js jusUlicd lu avoiding 
'iii<T mostly can be aioidid, Iusuil gitis, and iuis could Lave beta 
n^oided But Biiiy;o mvci a\oidfa aiiythuip*, and went ovei it beautu 
'ulh IIjO diflieulty is to be disejcelwlKu the man beloro one bos 
hern uidibcKct lorn went loi the gate, as did Pollock, who knew that 
kc could hose no eh uice at llu double lads Bui Caldci Jones eamoto 
inhnitt giicf, slukuig tin tcqibai ol the sccund lad, and going headier^ 
most out ol las saddle, ns though thiownhy a catapult Iheic we must 
leave him GuuiUiy, ujoimg gicatly at iLio diieomfiture, made lot th< 
gate, but the count!} gcntkman witn the liesh hoiee accomplislicd Uvo 
laiK, mul wai soon olougudc ot Bui go 

I didn't see }on at the stait,’' said Bui go 
** And I didn t see vou,** i iid the country gentleman, so it's 
Bui go did not sec the thing m the ^atne light, but he said no more 
Grindk} aiul Tom wcit soon allci them, 9 omdoing lus utmost to 
ofi the dItoiiicT Pollock waa cunimg on also, but tiic pace had bm 
top much lot him, and though the ground lodc light ms poot beo^ 
labouied and giuntcd soul} The liounds were stm veenng somewhat 
to the kit, aim Bui go, jumping ovci a small lence into the aamh Beld 
with them, ^aw that uieie waa a boracman ahead of him Tbu 
was Geoige Vavasoi, who was going vrell, withoub any 8}mptom of 
distress 

Aud DOW they were at C^ydon's, having run over some seven viSm 
of giouud in about thiily^five mmutes To Ihoao who do ndt know wtet 
hunting IS, ibis pace docs not seem voiy extraordinary. but it badbteD 
quite quick cDough, u wu testified by the horses whicii Ud Stone tte 
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dletaDiOe^ Our part; entered Clejdou'a Park at back, through n gntr? iu 
the park palings lhat was open on hnuiiiig days; but a mueh umiT. 
numerous lot wus there almost us soon as them, who hud come in by 
the unun culranoe. This lot was iioadcd hy Sir William, and our fricad 
Maxwell was with him. 

^^Aiolly thing ao far/^ said Burgo to Maxwell; ''about the best 
wc’tc iiad this year.” 

'*1 didn’t sec a yard of it,” said Maxwell. “I huduH nerve to get 
off the first rond. and I )iavrii*t been off i1. ever since.” Maxwell was u 
man who uevor ilrd about liis hunting, or liad the slightest shame in 
riding rond>. Who's been with yon f ” shkI he. 

“Thcre’vc been Tom and 1;—and Ciilder Jones wus there for a 
while. 1 think lie killed Itimscirsonmwhcre. And there was i^ollock, 
Ituil ymir friend Grinrilcy, ;md a chap whose name J don’t know, who 
dropped cut of heaven abuni hulbwuy iu the run; and IIkto wns 
nuoUier uuvu w lioac buck I suw jla^t now ; tlicrc he is,^hy Heavens, it’s 
Vavasor! i didn’t know ho was here.” 

They hang about the Clajchm covers for lci\ minutes, ami then 
their fux w*cut off again,—Ihoir fox or another, its to which there wus u 
great discussion aderwurJs; but Ite who would have suggested tlic idea 
of a ucw fox to Sir Williniu would Imvo keen a bold man. A fox, liow- 
over, W'cut off, turning still to the lell fi*om Cluydun’s towards Kuubuvy. 
Tltosc leu minutes hsd brought up some fifty men; but it did not bring 
up Guider Jones uor Tofto I’cnrlings, nor some lmtf*duxrn otiicrs w ho 
hud already come to serious niisfoilunc; but Griudlay was there, very 
Iriumphaut iu his own success, and ali'cudy talking of Jones’s sovereign. 
Aud rultoclc wus Ihero also, thankful for that ten minulcH’ law, imd 
Irudtbig that wiud might be given 1o his horse to llnish the run 
triumpbnntly. 

But the pace on leaving Clavdon's wos better than ever. Tins may 
huTC come from the fact that tim scent was keener, us they got out so 
close upon their game. But 1 think they must have changed their fox. 
Maxwell, who saw him go, swore that he was fresh and a can. Burge 
said that he knew it to be the same fox, bn^ gave no rcasou. “ Shjuo 
fbx I in course it was; why shouldn't it be the same F ” said Tom. The 
-country gentleman who had dropped from Imuvca was (juito suit 
that tlioy iiad changed, and so were most of tliose who had ridden the 
road- fuUock confined hnasclf to hoping that he might soon be killed, 
SBid thus his triumph for the day might be assured. 

On ' ihoT wentj aud the pace .soon bceume too good for the poor 
His horse tii last refused a little hedge, aud there was not 
trot to be got out of him. That night rollock turned up ut 
sbOut c'clook, very hungry,—and it was known that his 
stoniitwas nKtre)—»but the poor uorse ate uot a grain of oats that uight> 
next morning. Vavasor had again ttucen a line to himseli on 
to the right of the utect; bot Ataxweil followed 
, .»^beC'WHh him to the end. Bingo foa a while still h:d 

y of tlm delA loenniag at first much condemnalicm iwm bir 
^nohuadtr At bfUtymg on ami^ tbs hou»ls» but iu truth 
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because be got before Sir WUIiam kim&eir. Durieg this latter ol 
the run Sir William stuck to the liounds in spite of his screiitj odd 


five were left 
not know 
who rem^ed 



iigjj,- 

tcDted to give Sir William the lead. 

Tben tliej came tip h; Marliom Fits to Deshe; Small Wood, whicli 
they passed without bailing there a minute, and over the gross lands 
of Cleshcj Farm. Here Vavasor and Maxwell joined the others, having 
gained some three liuodrcd yards iu distance by their coursOi but Lavii^ 
oecu forced to jump tlic Marluim Stream witicli Sir William bod forded. 
Tbo pace now was us good as the horses could make it,'^and perhaps 
something better as regarded some of them. 8ir William’s servant had 
been with him, and he hud got his secoud horse ut Claydou^s; Maxwell 
had been equcdly fortunate; Tom’s second horse had not como up, and 
his beast was in gi^eat distress; Grindley hod remained behind at liar* 



it was devoutly desired bv all of them th^ the fox might soon come to 
Iho end of las tether. An! that iuteoso longing tliat the fol may faih 
wlien the iailmg powers of the horse begin to make themselves known, 
and the consciousnesa comes on that all that one has done will go for 
nothing unless the thing can be brought to a close in a field or two I 
So far you have triumphed, leaving scores men behind; but of what 
good is all that, if you also are to oe left behind at the lost f 

It was manifest now to all who knew tho oemntry that the fox was 
making for Tliomden Deer Park, but Thomden Beer Fork was still twa 
miles ahead of them, and the hounds were so near to their gome tliid the 
uoor beast could hardly hope to live till he got there. He had tried « 
vreU^knowu drain near Ch^he^ Farm lIoQie j but it had bean inh^ 
pitably, na^ c^elly, closed against him. Soon after that he threw him* 
self down m a ditch, and tho eager hounds overran him, giving him a 
moment’s law,—and giving also a moment’s law to horses that i^ied 
it as badly. ’’ I’tti about done for^” said Burgo to MazwelL Ludrily 
for you,” said Maxwell, ”tbe fox Is much in the aame way." 

But the fox had still more power left in him than poor Bi 
gerald's horse. He gained a minute’s chock and then he staz 
being view'ed away by Sir William himself The country geatlenuii 
whom mention baa been made also viewed him, and holloa'd os be 
SO: Yoicki, tally; gone away I ” unfortunatawaan I " Whit thi 
d^— are you roarii^ at P ” s^ Sir WiUisffl. “ Bo yod suf^oM I do&^' 
know where the fox is P ” Wherenpon the country geutleman ntreotedi ^ 
and became less oanspiouous than he hsd been. 

Awy th^ went tgaih, off Cteshey and into Thomden perish^ e^ : 

laodof Sorrw Farm,-^ spot well to be inhered 
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ever uilerwnrds. Here Sir WJliaro made Tor & ^te \7liich look Inin a 
litUo out of the liue; but Maxwell and liur^ ritxgeruld, followed by 
VuTaaor, wcut atruigtil alieod. Tiicre woa a Imgc ditch and bouudurv 
bonk there which Sir Willioui liad kuown aud hud avoided. MuxwelF^ 
'whose pluck bad returned to him at last, took it well. His horse was 
oomj^rutively fresh and made uolhiiig of it. Then came poor Buigo ! 
Oh, oMTso, hadat thou not have been a very child) thou sliouldal luive 
known that now, at tliis timo of the dav,—after all that tliv gulluut 
horse hod done for ilico,—it was impossible for thee or )mu. i>ut when 
did Burgo KUagcroId know anything? lie rode at the bank as though 
it had been tlie first feuee of the day, striking his poor bc^ist with & 
spurs, as tliough nmaole, strengtli, aud new power cuuld be imparted 
by tlicir rowels. The animal rose at the bimk, and in some way got 
upon it, soramhling a.s lie struck it with liis chest, aud then fell Imad* 
long iuto the ditch at the other side, a eoufused mass of head, limbs, mid 
boor. Ills career was at an end, and he hud broken liLs heart! Boor 
noble beast, noble iu vain I To liis very hist gasp he had done his best, 
and had deserved tlint he should liavc been in better hands. Ills mas* 
tor’s ignorance had killed him. Thcro arc men who never know how 
Uttlo a horse can do,—or how much I 
There was to some extent a gap in the fence when MaiwoU had ftrst 


heels before he knew what had happened. But the man had got away 
^kd only the horse lay there in the ditch. ^*Are you hurt?’’said 
Vavasor; oau I do anything P ’’ But he did not slop. you can 
find a chap just send him to me,” said Burgo in a melancholy tone* 
Then he sat down, with his feet in tlie ditch, and looked at the carcass 
of his horse. 

There was no more need of jomping that day. The way wns open 
into the next field,—a turnip field,^and* there amidst the crisp break- 
ing tunii})4op8, with the breath of his enemies Ijot upon him, with 
their sharp teeth at his entrails, biting at them impolentiy in the 
agonies ot his death struggle, poor iieynard finished his career. 
Hpxwell wu certainly the first there,—but Sir William and George 
Vavasor wore close upon him. That iaki^ of bruslice of wbicli we 
' used to hear is a little out of fashion; but it such liunour were due to 
9fkJ one it was due to Vavasor, for be and he only had ridden the liuut 
thrb^hout. But he oluiincd no honour, and none was specially given 
to im. He and Uaxwell rode homewards together, having sent 
■ilhtajloe to poor Surge Fitagerald; and os they went along the rood, 
imof btat imle to eaeh other, Muwell, in a veiy indifferent voice, 
a gulstion. 

jHiM 4o you want for that h<Vae, Yavasor f ” 

: f A hnidra ind said Vsvasor. 

^ jNifl IbxwelL 8o the bt^wh hone was sold for aboil 

; liir^ ViittiirMMW ke had brought with tibn h had character* 
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CUAPTER XVIII. 

ALICC VXVJkhOlCa OAfAI UnirATIOMI. 

Buroo I'lmiEiULP, of w!io^ hunting cxpnrieuces BOmciUing has 
UiVM told iu t]ic laj>t clinplcr, u’uis a ;oung man ham in the purjdc of 
the Kiiglbii uriKlocnicy. lie was reWed to half llio dukes iu tho 
kiagdruu, uhd Imd llm.’C cumitCKscs for hU aunts. W'lum he cnino of 
ho wuH master of n sullieumi fortune to make it quite out of tht 
qiiesiiou that Im slumld bo asked to cam his broad; uud though thai| 
and other u iiidrnlh lliat hml come to lutn^ hud lout; ainc<^ been spent, iio 
one had ever himlo to him so ridiculous a ]>ro{i<’sitiou as that. Uu wus 
now thirty, mid for Houm years past had hceu kiiowu to bo much vvooo 
tliau poirniiohs; hut still Im livt'd on iii the taww ciiolrs, still slo]d softly 
mul druuk of the hcdt, ami wont uhuut with liU valet and his groom and 
his horses, and fared sumptuously rrnry day. Some pmipic said tho 
oouutesscH did it for him, mul some said (hut it was tlie dukesi^whilc 
Of hers, again, declared that tim Jews wei‘e his m(»st generous friends. 
At any rate he si ill seemed iu lire as he had always livecl, settiag trades^ 
meu at dr'liauce, nud laughing to scorn all the rules which regulate the 
lives of olluT men. 

About eighteeii months before the lime of wliich 1 am now speaking, 
a great (dinucu had conic in this young mau’s M ay, and lie hau almost 
8 ucee(ulcd iu making himself one of llic richest men in England. There 
Imd been then a great heiress in the laud, ou wiiom tlic properties of 
haJl-a-dozcU ancient fuinihVs had couccuCrutod; and Burgo, who iu spite 
of Ids iuiquilies still kept his position in the dmwing*rooius of the great, 
Imd almost sucoccd<*d m obtaining tho hand and the wodth,—as people 
slid said iluit lie Imd cbluiitcd the heart,—of tlic Lady Otoncora 
hl'Cluskic. But sundry mighVv niaguafes, driven almost to desjmlr at 
the jirosjH'cl of such a bocrifice, had sagaciously put their heads togctlier, 
aud lltc result hud bcoii that the I$adj? Cilcucoru had hoard reason. She 
liud listened, M ith many haughty Uissiugs of her proud little head, wltli 
many throbbings of her pHi^sionatc young heart; but iu the cud (die 
listened and heard ivasou. She saw Burgo for tho last time, aud told 
Iiiiu ihul she was the promised bride of Tlautagcuct ralliscr, nephew 
and heir to the Duke of Uiuuiani. 

Ho had horue it like a man,—iiovcr having groaned openly, or 
anivored once bc'foro any comrade at tho name of the Lady Gleucora. 
S)ie hod iiuirried ^Ir. I'ulliscr at St. George's Square, aud on the mcNcu 
ing of licr murriage he had huug aliuut his club door in Fdl Uall, 
listeuiug to the bells, and saying a word or two about the wedding, with 
admiruble courage. It liad liccu for him a great chance*—and he 
lost it. Who can say, too, liutt his oidy r^rct was for the money P 
Uo had spoken ouec of it to a married sister of his, iu w hoso houM ue 
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had first met Ivodj GleaeonL “ I sIiaU norer many now, —t)iat is all,’* 
he said—aod thoa be went about, liring bis old reckless life, with dlio 
same recklosaucss as ever. He was one of those jouitg inou with dark 
hair aod blue cyc8,~who wear no beard, aud are certainly among the 
haadsomnst of ou God's creatures. No more handsome man than Unrgo 
IfiUgcrald lived in bU days; and ibis merit nt any rate was bis,—tbut he 
thought notliing of bis own beauty. But be lived ever without 
eonscience, without purpose,*~wilK no idea that it behoved biin as a 
niau to do anyiliing but eat and drink,ride well to liounds till aumo 
poor bmte, much nobler timu himself, perished l)CDcatli liiin. 

Ifo chiefly concerns our story at ibis present time because the Lady 
Glcncoro, wlio had loved him,—^aod would have married lam had not 
tliosc HQgacious heads prevented it,—was a., cousin of Alice Vavasor’s. 
She was among thoso very great relations with whom Alice m'us con* 
ueetud by her mother's side,—being indeed so near to Lady Muclcod, 
that she was first cousin lo that Indy, onlv once removed. Lady Mid* 
lothian was aunt to the Lady Glcncoro, ana our Alice might have oathnl 
cousins, and not been forbtdden, with the old Tjord of the Isle.^, l^ttdy 
Olencora's father,—who was dead, Iiowercr, some time previous to that 
afluir with Burgo,—and with the Marquis of Auld Iheckie, whr) was 
Lady Olcncora’s uncle, and had been her guardian. But Alice had kept 
herself aloof from her grand relations on her mother's aide, choosing 
rather to hold herself as belonging to those who were her futhov's 
kindred. With Lady Glcncoro, however, she had for a short time,—for 
some week or tcu days,—been on terms of almost aScctionato intitnucy. 
It liad been then, when the wayw'ard heiress with the bright waving 
locks had been most strongly miuded to give herself and her wealtli to 
Burgo Fitzgerald. Burgo hod had money deulincs witli George 
Vavasor, ana knew him,—knew him intimately, and Lad learned the bet 
ot this cousinship between the heiress and his friend's cousin. 'Where¬ 
upon in the agony of those weeks iu which tho sagnmous heoda wero 
resisting her love, Lady Gleueora came to her cousin in Queen Anno 
Street, and told Alice aU that tale. ** Was Alice,'’ she asked, ** afraid 
of the marquises and the countesses,* or of all tho rank and all the 
moucy which*they boasted?’’ Alice answered that she was not at all 
afraid of them. Then would she permit Jjady Gleueora and Burgo to see 
each other in the drawiug-rooTn at Queen Anno Street, just once?’’ Just 
once,—so that they might arrange tliat Utile plan of an elopement. But 
Alice could not do that for her newly found cousin. She endeavoured 
to explain that it was not the dignity of the sagacious heads which stood 
in her way, but her woman’s feeling of what was right and wrong in 
suoli a matter. 

Why should I not marry him F ” sud Lady Gleueora, with her eyes 
flashing. ** tte is my equal” 

Alice explained tliat she had no word to say against such a marriage. 
She counselled her cousin to be true to her love if her love was in itself 
true. But she, an unmarried woman, who had hitherto not knoam her 
cousin, might not give such help as that! If you will not help mo, X 
am helpless I ” eaiA the Lady (Mooora, and then sho knoelcd at Alico's 

9 
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kncea and threw her wavv loohs abroad on Aliceas lap. “ How eball 1 
bi»l)6 you f said Laclv Glcneora. ** Next to him I will lovo you rxator 
timu all the wort 'Bui Alice, though she idssed tlie fair forehead and 
owned llml sucli ix'wnrd would be worth much to her, could uot take 
any bribe for such a cause. Tlieu Lady Glcncom luid been angry witli 
her, ciiltiug her heartless, imd threutciiuig her that she too might liuvo 
sorrow her own and want usHistaiice. Alice told uotliiiig of her own 
laic,—how bhe Iiud hived her cousiu and had beeu forccii to give him up, 
hut Bxtiil what kind words she could, and she of ths waving hair and light 
biu(t ryes Imd Ikicu pncifiod. Then she Iwl come again,-*^hud conic daily 
u lido iliR sagacious heads wore at work,-~aud Alice ui licc tixiublc had 
been a c^niifiirt. to her. 

liut the sagacious licarla were victoriouSi as wo know, and Lady 
filciicora M'Cniskie becuuio Lady Glencora Palliscr with all the pro* 
pricty in tlie world, iusteud of becoming wife to poor Burgo, with uU 
Jimigiiiabla imprupnrly. And then she wrote a letter to Alice, very 
short and rutner sad; but still with a certain swretnuHs in it, *'Siio 
liud bi^en counselled tlial it was uot ntting for iicr to lovo as slie Imd 
thought la love, and sho hud resolved to givo up her dream. Her 
cousin Alice, she knew, would respect her secret. She was going to 
become the wife of the best man, she thought, in ull the world; and it 
should bo the one <ure of her life to make him Imppy/* She auid not a 
word m oil iier loiter of loving lliis newly found lord. was to be 

niarri(*d at cnee. Woulil Alice be one among the bevy of bridesmaids 
who were lo grace the ceremony? " 

Alleo wiDlied her joy heartily,—heartily/' she said, but bad declined 
that olllcc of bridesmaid. Bhc did not wish lo undergo the cold looks 
of (ho Lady Julias Hud Lady Janes who all would know each other, but 
none of w hom would know licr. So she sent her ouusiu a little ring, 
uud asked her to keep it amidst all that wuoltby tribute of marriage gilts 
which would be puui’cd forth at her foot. 

Prom that time to this present Alice had heard no more of liody 
Oleucoru. She had been married late in the prccodi^ season and gone 
away with Mr. Piilliscr, sjtendiii^ licr honey moon amidst the softuess of 
sonm Itulian lake. Tluiv had not rcturueu to Eiiglund till the time had 
come fur them to encounter the inagniGccut Christinas Ig&tivities of Hr« 
PuUiscr’s uncle, the duke. Ou this occasion Gatherum Castle, the vast 
pulocc wliicli the duke liad built at a cost of nearly a quarter of a 
million, was opened, as it had never been opened before;—for the 
duke’s heir hod married to the duke's liking, and the duke was a man 
who could do such things handsomely when no was well pleased. Then 
Shere had been a throng of bridal guests, and a succession of bridal 
caioties wlucli hud continued themselves even past the time at wiiioh 
Hr. Fallisor was due at Westminster;—and Mr. Palliserwas a legislator 
who served his country with the utmost assiduity. So the i^udon 
season commenced, progressed, and was oousumed; and still AUee heard 
notliing mure of her friejid ^d eouain I^y Glencora. 

But this hod troubltKi her uot at all. A ohanoe cireumatanoe, the 
story of which she had toU (q uo ousi hod given her a shqii intima^T 
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witb iliif Ur eluld of the gold miDes, but iLo hod felt tliat thej two 
oould not Uto togctlier in habiU of much mUmocj^. She iiud, when 
thiokiiiff of the younff bride, only Iboutfht of tbat wild love episode in 
tlio girrs life. It lied becu strange to ncr that she should in one week 
have listcucd to tlie most pnssiouutc protosluUous from lior frieud» of 
love for ouc mnni and tlicu liiwo been told in tite next that another man 
was to be her frieud's husband! But she reflected that her own career 
was much the same, only with tho interval of some longer time. 

But her own career was not the sumo. Oiuncoru had luarriod Mr. 
Palliser^^liAtl married him without pausing to doubt ;-^but Alice hod 

f oDo ou doubting till at last she hud resolved tbat she would not marrj 
[r. Urey. 8he thought of this much iu those days at Cbcltcuhanij and 
woudered often whether Qlcueora lived with^hcr husbuiid in Urn full 
happiucss of cuujugal love. 

Oug mornbig about three dm after Mr. Urey’s tIsU^ there came to 
her two letters, as to nciilicr of which did she know the writer by the 
handwriting. Lady Mucleod had told her,*-»with some hesitalioii« 
iudeed, for Lady Maclood was afraid of her,—but had told lior, novertlic* 
lesa« more tliaii once, that those noble relatives hod hoard of tho treat- 
meat to which Mr. Urey was \Kitig subjected, aud had expressed their 
great sonx)w,~if not dismay or almost uiger. Lady Mucleod, iufloed, had 
gone as fur as slio dared, aud might have gone furtlicr without auj 
sucrifloe of truth. Lady MidlothiaiL had said tliut it would be disgrace¬ 
ful to the family, and Ltuly Ulenoom’s aunt, tho Marciiiojiess of Auid 
lUukie, had deumuded to be told wlmt it was ilio girl wauled. 

When the letters came Ludy Mucleod wus not present, aud I am dis¬ 
posed to tiiink tluU one of them iiad betm written by concerted arrange¬ 
ment with her. But if so she had not dared to watch the iinmcdiate 
efl'cet of her own projectile. This one was from Lady Midlothian. Of 
the other Lady Madood ccrtnmly knew nothing, though it also hod 
sprung out of tho discussions which had taken place os to Alice's sins 
in tlio Auld Bcekie>Midlothian set. This other letter was from Lady 
Oleuooiu. Alice opened the two, ouc vglhout reading the other, very 
slowly. Lady Midlothian’s was the first opened, aud then came u spot 
of anger on Alice’s checks as she saw the signature, and caught a word 
or two os she allowed her eye to glance down the page. Then she 
opened the other, wiucU was shorter, and when she saw her couain’s 
signature, *^Ulencora Balliscr,” slic read that letter flr8t,^read it twice 
before she went buck to .the disagreeable task of pemsing l^uly Mid¬ 
lothian's lecture. The reader shall have both the letters, but that from 
the Countess shall have precedence. 

» Castle BMkis, K. B, 

* OotlW-. 

BSiA UlW VATAflOB, 

" I have not the plctture of knowing yon personally, though 1 
have beard of you verr often from our dear mutual friend and relative 
Lady Maoleod, with whom I uodersUmd that you are at present on a 
visit. Your greudmother,^by the mother’s side,—Flora Maclood. 
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asd n\; mother the Countess of Lcitli^ were lialf-sbtcrs | aiid though 
eii*cumstAnccs siacc that }mve prcTcutcd our seeing so much of cacli 
other os is doi^irublci I have always remembered the conueclionj 
and have ever regarded you os one in whose welfare I um bound by tics 
of blood to lake a wai'm interest/* 

'Siuco iliat! *^what does slm mean by ^ since «/fit ? ’ ” said Alice 
to herself. She has never set eyes on me at all. Wiiy does she tulle 
of not having seen so much of me as is desirable f ’*) 

**L had learned with great gratillcatiou that you wore going to bo 
married to a nioat worthy gciiuemuu^ Mr. Jehu Urey of Nclliorcoats, 
in Cum bridges] lire. When 1 first heard this 1 made it my business to 
institute some inquiries, and I was liuartUy glad to ilud that your oliulcc 
luid done you so much erbdit.** fLf tlie reader has read Alice’s char&cler 
as 1 have meant it should be reaa, it will thoroughly be uudci'stoml that 
this was wormwood to her.) **1 was informed that Mr. Oivy wa^ in 
every rcsiicct u gcutlemau, that he is a nnm of most eicelleut hubils^ 
and one to whom any young woman could commit her future liappiiiess 
with scoority, that Ins locaus are very gO(»d for bis position, anil that 
there was no possible objection to sucli a marriage. All this gave groat 
satisfaction to me, in which I was joined by the Marchioness of Auld 
HecluG, wiko is conueclcd with you almost ba nearly os 1 am, and who, 
I can assure you, feels a cousidcrablo interest in your welfare. I am 
staying MUtli lier now, and iu all that I say, she agrees with me. 

** You may fi^ol then how dreadfully we were dismayed wbeji we were 
told by dear J^ady Moclcod t)mt you bail told Mr. Grey that you 
intended to change your mind! My dear Miss Vavasor, can tills be 
true F There are tilings iu wliicU a young lady 1ms no right to change 
her mind alter it lias been once made u(i ; and certainly when a young 
lady has accepted a gentleman, that is one of tlicm. lie cannot legally 
luasc you become wife, but he has a right to claim you bcfoi'e God 
and man. Have you considered that lie has probably furnished his 
house in conscqueJice of Lis intended marriage,*—and perhaps in com* 
pliouoc with your own espccu^ wishes ? ” (1 think that Lady Maclcod 
must have told the Countess something that she had hcaid about the 
gi^en). '^llavG you reflected that he lias of course told all hit 
friends P Have you any reason to give F 1 am told, none! Nothing 
should ever bo done without a reason; much less such a thing as this 
in which yonr own interests and, I may say respectability, ore involved. 
I hope you will tbiuk of tliis before you persist in destroying your own 
^ppiness and perhaps that of a very worthy man. 

had heard, some years ago, wheo you were much younger, that 
you Lad become imprudently attached m another direction—with a 
genilenian with none of those qualities to recommend {lim which speak 
ao highly for Mr. Grey. It would grieve me very much as it would also 
the mar^oness, who in this matter thinks exactly as I do, if I wero 
led to suppose that your rejection of Mr. Grey been caused by 
rcM^wal o/' ikat project, Nothbig, my dear Miss Vavasori could be more 
unfortunate,—and I miglit almost add a stronger word. 

^^1 Lavs been advised that a line from mo.as representing your poor 
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iijotiier^s family, especially as I have at ilic present moment tlio 
opporttttity of expressing lady Auld Kcckic's soniiments ivs well as my 
omi, might be ot service. 1 implore yon, my dear Miss Vuvanor, to 
remember what you owe to God and man, and to carry out uii engage^ 
uicnt made by yourself, that is iu all respects commo if iaut, and winch 
will give entire satisfuclion to your friends aod relatives. 

you do this you will always find me to be your sincere friend, 

**Makqaui:t M. MiDLOiuui?.’* 


I think that Lady Maclcod had* been wrong in su|)posing that this 
could do any good. She should liave known Alice iK^tler ; and should 
also have known the world better. But her own reverence for her own 
noble relatives was so great that she could ,uot underslaud, even yet, 
llmt all sue A feeling was wanting to her niece. It wus to her im« 
possible that the expressed opinion of such an one os the CoudIcbs of 
Midlothian, owning her relationship «and solicitude, and eondcscimdiiig 
at the samo time to express frioiuUliip,^ she could not i suy, underatariu 
that the voice of such an one, so speaking, should have no weight wliiiU 
ever. But I think that she hnd been quite right in keeping out of 
Alice’s Way ut the moment of the arrival of the letter. Alice read it, 
slowly, and then replacing it iu its envelope, leaned huuk ({uietly iu lici 
chair,—with her eyes fixed upon the teapot on the table. She had, 
however, the other letter ou wuich to uccujiy her mind, mid thus relieve 
her from the clTects of too deep nu ouiniosity against the Countess. 

The Lady Gluncora's letter was as follows: 


Matching Priory, 
‘*Tbur«lfty. 


*^Dear Cousin, 

1 liavc just come home from Scotland, where they have been 
telling me something of your little troubles, t had little titmblcs once 
too, and you were so good to me! Will you come to us hero for a Tew 
weeks ? We shall be here till Christmas time, when we go somewhere 
else. I have told my husband iliat you are a great friend of mine us 
y/aii as a cousin, and that he must bo good to you. He is vc^ quiet, 
and works very hard at politics; but I think you will like Liiu. Do 
come! There will bo a good many people here, so tliut you will 
not And it dull. If yon will name the day we will s^ the carriugc 
for yon to Matching Station, and 1 dare say 1 can manage to conic 
myself. 

** Yours aflcctionately, 

“ Q. BAILISEU.” 


—I know what will be in yonr mind. You will say, why did 
not she come to mo in London? She knew the way to Queen Anna 
Street well enough. Sear. Alice, don't lay that. Believe me, 1 had 
much to do and tiiink of in London. And if I was wrong, yet you will 
forgive me. Ur. PoUiser says I am to give you his love,-*as being a 
cousin, and siy that you must come 1 ** 
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Tliis letter wu eerUial; bt;tlcr tlmn the othcr^ but Alice, on reading 
it, cauio to a resolve that she would not accept the invitation. In the 
Itrst place, even tlmt atl\isiun to her little troubles jarred upou her 
feelings; and theu she thought that her rejection of Mr. Grev could be 
no special reason why she should go to Matching Piiury. Was it not 
very possible tlmt she had been invited that she nuglit meet Lady Mid- 
lotliiuu there, and eiicounter all the strength of a pciwoual battery from 
the Countess P Lady Glcucora’s letter she would of course answer, but 
to Lady Midlothian slic would not condescend to make any reply what¬ 
ever. 

About eleven o’clock Lady Maclcocl cnino down to licr. For lia]f- 2 Ui« 
hour or so Alice said iiothiug; nor did Lady Macleod ask any question. 
6 lic looked inquisitively ut Alice, eyeing the letter which was lying by 
the aide of her niece’s workbasket, but she said no word about Mr. 
Grey or the Count rss. At last Alice spoke. 

Auut,” slid said, 1 have had a letter this morning from your friend, 
Lady Midlothian.’^ 

She is my cousin, Alice; and yours as much as mine.'* 

Your cousin, t^en, aunt. But it is of more moment that she is your 
Mend. She oertaiuly is not mine, nor cun her consulship afford any 
justiticution for her mlerferiiig in iny affairs.” 

“Alice,’^from her position- 

Ilcr position can bn nothing to me. aunt. I will not submit to it. 
There is ner letter, w hich you con rend if you please. After that you 
may burn it. 1 need hardly say tlmt 1 shalf not answer it.” 

And what am I to say to her, Alice P ” 

^Kotliing from me, aunt;*—from yourself, whatever you please, of 
course.” Then there was silence between them for a few minutes. ”Aud 
I have had another letter, from Lady Glencora, who married Mr. Famscr, 
nnd whom I knew in Lopdon last soring.” 

''And has that offended you, tooP” 

" 1 ^ 0 , there is no offence iu that. She asks me to go and see her at 
Matching I’riory, her husband’s bouse; but I shall not go.” 

But ul lust Alice agreed to pay this visit, and it may be as well to 
csplaiu hero how slic was brought to <la so. 6 hc wrote to Lady 
GlcDcoru, declining and esplainiiig frankly tliat she did decline, because 
she thought it probable tuat she might meet Lady Midlothian. Lady 
Midlotluau, she said, had interfered very unwarrantably in her affairs, 
and she did not wish to make her acquaint once. Vo this Lady Glencom 
replied, post liuste, that sbe had intended no such horrid trcache 17 as 
tlmt for Alice; that neither would Lady Midlothian be there nor any of 
that set; by which Alice knew that Lady Glencora referred specially to 
her aunt the Marchioness; that no one would be at Matching who could 
torment Alice, either with right or wdibout it, "except so far as I 
myself may do so,” Lady Glencora said; and tlien she named an early 
day iu Kuvenjbcr, at which she would herself undertake to meet Alice 
at the Matcliing iSiation. On receipt of this letter, Alice, after two dayi’ 
doubt) accepted the iiivitation. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

TEIBOTB ?BOM OlLBTMEAJI. 

KaT£ Vavabor, m writing to ber cousin Alice, fell some lilUc 
cully iu exousiug bcrself fur reiimiuiiig in Norfulk with Mrs. Gi neiiuw. 
Sho bad laughea at Mr^. Grecnow ^forc she went to Yuniioutli, mil 
bad laughed at herself for going there. And in ull her Ictlors siinn^ she 
bad 8|)OKen of her aunt os a aiily, vain» worldly woman, weeping croco¬ 
dile tears, for au old busband whose dcaili had I'elcosi^d her ^om ilm 
tedium of bis company, and spreading lures* Ui catch new lovers. But 
yet sho agreed to slay w*ith her aunt, aud renmiu with bet iu lodgings 
at Norwich for a mouth. 

But Mrs. Orceuow had about her someUiing more than Kale bud ac¬ 
knowledged when sbo Gni attempted to read her aunt’s character. She 
wos clever, and in ber own way persuasive. She was very gcncrotis, 
aud possessed a certain power of making herself pleasaut to those 
around bcr« In asking Kale to stay with ber she had so asked as to 
make it appear tlmt Kate was to confer the favour. Sho had told her 
niece timt sho was all alone in the world. have money,’' slio bad 
said, with more A}>pearance of true feeling tlimi Kate bad observed bo- 
fore. ** 1 have moucy, but I have uotbiug else iu the world. 1 have 
no borne. WW should I not remain here iu Norfolk, where I know a 
few people? If you’ll say that you'll go anjwlicrc else with me I'll go 
to any place you’ll uamc. Kate had believed this to be hardly true. 
She baa felt sore tliat her aunt wished to ii:main in the neighbourhood 
of her sea-side admirers; bul, neveiilieless, she had yielded, and at the 
end of October, the two ladles, with Jeunuette, settled ihcDiHolvcs iu 
lomfortable lodgings witliin the precincts of the Close at Norwich. 

Mr. Orccuow at this time had been dead very nearly six moutlis, but 
his widow made some mistake in her <h^tcs and appeared to think that 
the interval hud been longer. On the day of their arrival at Norwich it 
WAS evident that tliis error bad conGmiou itself in Iut mmd. ** Oidy 
think/’ sbe^uid, as she unpacked a little miniature of (be departed one, 
and sat with It for a moment in her bauds, as she pressed her liandkcr- 
obief to her eyes, ** only think, that it is barely tune months since he 
was with me ? ” 

Six, you mean, aunt,” said Kate, unadvisedly. 

" Ojdy nine montha! ” repeated Mrs. Qrccnow, as tbougli she bad 
not beard ber niece. Only nine monlbs! ” After that Kato attempted 
to correct more such errors. '*lt happened in May, Miss,” Jean¬ 
nette aaid afterwards to Miss Vavasor, aud lliat, as we reckons, it will 
be just a twelvemonth come Christmas.’’ But Kate paid no attention 
to mis. 

And Jeannette was very ungrateful, and ecrlolnly should have in* 
aulged herself in no such sarcasms. When Mrs. .Grecnow mode u sligtit 
change in her mournings wfaioh she did on her arrival at Norwich, usmg 
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a liiilc lucG among ncf crapes, Jeanaette reaped a rich barresi ui gifts 
of clothes. Mis. Greeno\v knetr veil enough that she expected JiH>r6 
from a serraut than mere service;—that she vaulcd kyaity, diserctiou^ 
and perhaps somcHmea a ItUlo secrecy;—and as she paid for these 
things, slie should have had them. 

Kate undertook to stay a month with her aunt at Korvricli, and Mrs. 
Orecuov undertook thut Mr. Cliecaaerc should declare liimself as Kate’s 
lover, before the cxpiratimi of tim month. It vnxs m vaiu that Kate 
pnilestcd that she vauted nu such lover, and tiiat she would cerluiuly 
reject him if he came. “ That’s all very veil, my doar,^* Aunt Qrccnov 
would say. A girl must settle herself some day, you knowand 
you’d have it all your own way at Oilcymcod.'’ 

But the olTer ccrlaiulv shaved much generosity on the part of Aunt 
Qrcenow, innsmucli as Mr. Cheeaocre’a attentions were apparently paid 
to herself rather than to her niece. Mr. Cliecsacre was very attentive. 
JIr had taken the lodgings in the Close, and had sent over fowls and 
cream from Oilcvincnd, and had e«dlcd on tiic morning after their 
arrival; but in all his atienUous he distinguished tlje aunt more partU 
eiilarly tlmn the uincc. 1 am all for Mr. Cliccsacre, Miss,*^ said Jean- 
nette once. “ThcCnplain is perhaps the nice re r-looking gentleman, atid 
he ain’t so podgydike; but what’s good looks if a gentloman ha.<)n’t got 
nothing1 can't ubide anytlih^ that's poor; mnthcr can’t Missus.’* 
If’rmn which it was evident that Jeannette gave Miss Vavasor no credit 
m having Mr. CliLr^ncre in her train. 

Captain Belllicid was also at Norvicli, having obtained some quasi- 
military employment there in the matter of drilling volunteers. Certain 
capacities in thut line it nmy be supposed that he possessed, and, as his 
friend Chcesuci'e said of him, he was going to cam an honest penny 
once in his lilb. The Captain and Mr. Clievsncre liud made up any 
little difrereiices tliai had existed between tlicm at Yarmouth, aud were 
close allies again wlicn they left that place. Some lilt to coinptict on 
mutters of business must have beru arranged between them,—for (he 
Captain was in funds again, lie was in funds again through the 
liberality of his friend,—and no pUjnient of former loans hod been made, 
nor had there been any speech of such. Mr. Cbecsacrc hud drawn bis 
purse-strings Uberully, and liad declared that if all went well the hospi¬ 
tality of UilcyniGnd sliould not be wanting during the wintd^. Capt^ 
Belllicid bad nodded his head and doclarctf that all shouia go 
well 

You won’t see much of the Ch^tain, I suppose,” said Mr. Cheos- 
acre to Mrs. Grecnov on the morning of the day after her arriv^ at 
^lorwich. He liad come across the wuole way from Oileymead to ask 
ner if she found herself comfortable,—and perhaps with an eye to the 
Norwich markets at the same time. He now wore a ^uir of black 
riding boots over his trousers, and a round-tomd bat, and looked much 
more at home than he had done by the sea-side. 

“Not much, I dare say,” said tbevidov. “He tolls mo that he 
must be on duty ten or twrivo hours a day. Poor fellow I ” 

“ lt*s a deuced good thing for him^ ana be ought to be very much 
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obliged to mo for pattiag Mm in .the vAf of gciiiug ii. But be 
told me to tell you that if be didn’t call you were not to be angry 
witli him” 

*^Ob, no;—I shall remember^ of course.” 

‘‘You scej if he don’t work now be must como to grief lie 
hasn’t got a shilling that he can call his own.” 

Hasn’t he realty ? ” 

**Not a slilUiog, Mrs, Greenovr;—aud then he’s awfully in debt. 
He isn't a bad felloWi you know^ only there’a no trusting him lor 
anything.” Then after a few further iuouiiies that were almost lender, 
ana a promise of further supplies from the dairy, Mr. Cbccsocrc 
took liis leave, almost forgottiug to ask aflcr Miss Vavasor. 

But as he loft the house he had a word to say to 3caiwcUe. 
” Jic hasn’t been here, has he, Jeuny f ” Wc haven't seen a sight 
of him yet, Sir, and 1 have tliought it a Little odd.” Then Mr. 
Obcesacre gave tlio girl halfa«crown, aud went his way. Jca^iunttc, 
I think, must have forgotten tiiat the Captain had looked in after 
IcAviug his military duties ou Ibo precediu evening. 

Tho Captain’s ten or twelve hours of Jiuly work was performed, 
no doubt, at irregular iuicrvals,—some days late and some days 
early,^for ho niiglit be scon about Norwich almost at all tinuis, 
duraig tho early part of that November;—and he might bo very 
often seen going into the Close. In Norwich there are two weekly 
market-days, but on those d.sys the ('aj^tain was no doubt kept 
more entirely to his military ciuployincut, lor at such times he uevo 
was seen near the Close. Now Mr. Cliuesaerc’s visits to the town 
were generally made on market-days, and so it happened that they 
did not meet. On such occasions Mr. Oheeaocrc always was driven 
to Mrs. Grccnow's door in a cab,—for he would conio into towJi by 
railway,—-and he would deposit a basket bearing the rloh pn^ducc 
of his dairy. It was in vain tiuit Mrs. Orecnew protested ugaiast 
these gifts,—for she did protest and dccliircd tluit if they were con- 
turned they would be scut back. They were, however, continued, 
and Mrs. Greenow was at her wit^ end about them. Checsucro 
would not come up with them; but leaving tlicm, would go about 
his business, aud would return to see the Indies. On such occa¬ 
sions he would bo very particular in getting his basket from Jean¬ 
nette. As ho did so ho would generally ask some question about 
the Captoin, and Jeannette would give liim answers conUdcnllally— 
so that there was a strong friendship between these two. 

” What am I to do abont it P ” said Mrs. Greenow, as Kate camo 
into the sitting-room one momii^, and saw on the table a suiall 
hamper lined with a ch^ cloth. “It’s as much as Jeannette lias 
been able to* cany.” 

So It is, Ma’am,—and Vm strong in Uic arm, too, Ma’am.” 

** What am I to do, juste P He is soeh a cre^iture.” 

“ And he do admire you both so much,” said Jeannette. 

” Of course 1 don’t want to offend him for many reasons,” said the 
aunt, looking knowingly it her niece. 
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upon myself to saj aiiy< 


1 doa’t IcDOW R))ytiling about your reasons, aunt, but if I were ton 
I gIpouJd leave llie basLet just na it is till be comes in the alleruoou. 

'' Would you miud seeing bim younctf, Kale, mid cxpluiniug to liim 
tliut it vnii’t do Ui go on iu tiiis war. Veriiaps you wouldn't tniud tell- 
ins liJm ibut if iie'il prumiso not to oring auy mom you won't object to 
luKC til is ojie.*’ 

liidcoJ, amii, 1 cau*t do Ibat. lliej^re uot brought to mo.^* 

Oil, Kate 1 

“ ;N oiiHCUKc, aunt 5 —I won’t luivc you say so 5 —before Jcanuctlc, too.'* 

^miauk Jt's lor both, Ma'am; I do indeed. And there cerluiiily 
a'u't utiy ci*oum to be bought like it iu Norwich ;-*<*nor yet <'ggs." 

WQuder what there IB in tbc basket/' And the widow lifted m> 
the corner of the clolK declare if tbcrc isn't a turkey pouU 
aircudy." 

*‘ily ! '* said Jcaunettc. **A turkey poult! Why, Hut's worth ten 
u:ul si.s pence iu the market if it's worth u peuny/ 

it's out of tlic question that 1 should lake uv 
tiling to him about it," Miid Kate. 

** Upon my woid 1 don't sec why you shouldn't, as well as 1," said 
Ur». Greenuw. ^ 

'* ril tell you wlml, Mu'An," smd Jeannette, " let me just usk hiui 
who they’re lorbe'U tell me any thing." 

Don't do mn thing of the kind, Jcauuctle," sold Kale. " Of course, 
aunl, tliey'ix; bruugiit lor yon. Tinne b no doubt about tliat. A gentle- 
man doesn't bring cream and turkeys to 1 never heard of such a 

thing!" 

" 1 don’t SCO why a geullcinan sbouldi/t briog crcapi niid turkeys to 
you lust as well aa to me. Indeed, he told me once us much himself." 

"Then, if they're for me. I'll leave them down outside ihc front door, 
nnd be may And Iilb provisions there." And Kate proceeded to lift the 
basket oif the table. 

"Leave it alone, Kate," said Mrs. Grcniow, with a voice that was 
raiher Bolcmn; and which iiad, Iim), sometlnog of sadness in its tone. 
" Leave Jt alone. 1*11 see Mr, Cliecsacre myself." 

" And 1 do hope you won't mention my name, it's the most absurd 
tiling in He world. The man never spoke two dosen words to lie in 
)iu hfc." 

" lie speaks to mo, tlimigh," siud Mrs. Grecuow, 

"1 dare say he dvics," said Kate. 

And about you, too, my dear." 

" ILc deesu’t conic here with those big flowers In his buUomnolc for 
not)ling," said Jcaniicttc,—" not if I knows wlmt a gentleman means." 
er Of course lie docBu't," aaid Mrs. Grccuow. 

"If you don't object, aunt," said Kale, "1 will write \o grandpapa 
and tell him lliut 1 will return home at cucc." 

"Aybut!—because of Mr. Cheesucre?" snid Mrs. Grceoow. "I 
don't tbink yoiill be so silly os that, my dear." 

Un iiie prescut occasion Mn. Grecnow undertook that she would see 
the generous gentlcanan, and eadcaTour to stop the supplies from hii 
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faraijard. It was well luidcrstuod tliat lie would call about four o’clocki 
wheu bis buamesa in tUe town would be OTcr; mid tlmt lie ^ ould hving 
with him a little boy, wbo would currj awajr the buslct. At Lhul hour 
[Cate of course was absoit, and the widow received Mr. CiiccHuci*u 
alone. The basket and cloth were there, iu the sitiiug-rooiu, uud on 
the table were laid out the ricli thhigs which it Imd coutabicd iio 
turkey poult first, on a dieh provided m ibo Iodgiug*liou&c, iiien a duzeu 
frcsli egps ill a soup-nlatC| then ilic enrmn in a httlc tin can, which, fur 
the last ibrtiiight, bua passed rrguiarly between Uileymead and tlie house 
in the Close, and os to which Mr. Chcrsacro wua very poiukd in his In- 

S iirics with Jeannette. Then beliind llie crcuui thci'c were two or 
rec h(*ads of brocoli, and u stick of etierv ua tliick us u uiau's wrist. 
Altogether the tribute was a very com tort able ossistuuce to tim liousc- 
kcrpiug of a lady Uvuig in a sinatl w ay in lodgings. 

Mr. Cheesuere, when he saw tlic array on the long sofiotublo, kiu^w 
that he was to prci>are himself for some resUlmicc; but that resistmiao 
would give him, he thought, on opfiortuiuly ut suyiiig u few words that 
he was dcsii*ous of speaking, and Uc did not altogether rt'gvcl it. 1 
just called iu,’’ he suid, ** to see how you were.” 

** We arc not likely to slarre,” md Mrs. Grccnow, i>ointing to Die 
delicacies from Oilcymcud. 

Just a few trilles lliat my old woman asked me to bring in,'’ said 
Chcesacre. *' She insisted on putting them up.'* 

Bui your old woiimn is by tar two inagiiiliecnV said Mrs. Greenow. 
She really frighteiti Kale mid me out ol our wits." 

Mr. Cheesacrc had uo wish that Mbs Varabor's uuuic slioidd be 
brought into play upon the oceusiun. "Dour Mrs. Greruow,’' buid he, 
'* there is no caubc for you to be alarmed, 1 can assure you. Mere 
(lilies ;*^light us air, you know. 1 don't UiinL unytluiig of such things 
as these." 

" But I and Kale think a great deal of tlicio,^a very gjTut deal, I 
can assure YOU.< Do you know, we hod a long debate this nioruing 
wliethcr or xnow we would return them to Oilcymeudr'" 

" Beturo tliem, Mrs. Greruow!" • 

" Yes, indeed: what arc womim, situated as we arc, iu do iiiider such 
circuoistances ? ^Vheu gtuLlcmen will be too hlK^rul, th(ir liberulily 
must be repressed." 

And have 1 bc(m too liberal, blrs. Greenow f What is a yoiiug 
tiukey and a stick of celery when a man is wiUiug iu gire everything 
that ho lias in the world f " 

haYC got a |rcat deal more in the world, Mr. Ciiccsucre, tljan 
you'd like to part with. But we won’t talk of that now ." 

" WhtTi bhall we talk of it f " 

"If you really have anything to say you liad by far better speak to 
Kate horsclf." 

Mrs. Greenow, vou mistake me. Indeed you luistako me." Just at 
this moment, as lie was drawing close to the widow, she heard, or 
iaucied that she heard, Jeannette's step, and, going tu the sitting-room 
doo^ called to her maid. Jeannette aid not War her, but the bcU was 
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rungi and tbcL Jeannette came. '^You majtokc these things down, 
Jcuimetlc/' she said. ^^Mr. Chcesacrc Las promised* that no more shaU 
come.” 

''But 1 haven’t proniiaedj^’ said Mr. Cliceaaere. 

" You will oblige me and Kate, I know;—and, Jcanncttei tell MUi 
\’avasor tliat 1 am roadv to walk with her.’’ 

Tlicn Mr. Clmcancre knew that lie conld not say these few words on 
tliat occasion; and us the hour of his truiu was near, he look his dc* 
])arturc, aud went out of the Close, followed b; the little hoy, carrying 
tiie basket, tlio cloth, aud the tin can. 


W X . 


ClUrTEU XX* 

WlilCIl SHALL IT ItF. P 

Tjik ucxl iluy was Sunday, and it was well known at tlic lodging* 
house in the Close that Mr. (Jbecsacro would mit he seen there then. 
Mrs. Greenuw hud specially wanted him that she was not fond of Sini* 
day visitors, fcurJiig tliat ulhcruisn ]jc might lind it convenient to give 
lliom loo much of his society on Hint idle day. In the inondug the mmt 
nud niece both went to tlic catlicdral, and then at three o'clock llicy 
dined. But ou tliis oceusiou they did not dine ulonc. Churlio Fair* 
sluirs, wIiOj with hor fauiily, luid eome lionic from Yarmouth, had hven 
asked to join them; and m order that Charlie miglit not feel it dull, 
Mrs. Greenow Imd, vtiiii her usual good*ualurc, invited Captaiu Bell- 
Held. A very nice Utile dinucr they had. 'Hie <J^)tuui carved liie tur¬ 
key, giving due houour to Mr. Chccsocre os lie aid so; and when he 
nibbled Ills celery with his cheese he was preUily jocose about the rioh- 
ucas of the farmyard ut Oileymead. 

lie is tlic most geiicroua mau 1 ever met/’ said Mrs. Grccnow. 

" So lie is," said iJa)>lain Bclldeld, "aud we'll drink Ids licalth. Poor 
old Cl tees Y! It 5 a great pity be shouldn't got hunsclf a wife." 

" 1 dun t know any luua more calculated to make a young w^man 
happv," suidMrs. lire enow. 

indeed," said .Miss Foirstaira. "I'm told that bis bouse and 
all about it is quite beuutifiil." 

"Especially the straw-yard and the hone-pond," said tbo Captaiu. 
And then they drank tbo bealtb of their absent friend. 

It had been arranged that the lodioa should go to church in the even* 
ijig, and it woe thought that Captain Bcilficld would, peshaps, accom- 
f»any litem; but when the time for startbg come, Kate and Charlie 
srero ready, but the widow was not, and she remained,—in order, as 
she afterwards caphdnod to Kate, that Gaptaui Bel I field might not seem 
to be turned Out of the house. Be had mode no olTcr churchwards, 
and,—"Poor man," as Mrs. Urecuow said in hor little eipluiation, 
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I hadn't let him ata; Iheroi he would bayc had no realing^plnco for the 
sole of ins foot» but some horrid barrack*room! llicrcfore (ho Captada 
was allowed to liud a resting-place ia Mrs. Grecuow’s drewing-ruom; 
but on tbc return of the ;ouug ladies from church, he waid not 
thci'o, aud the widow was mono., ^'looLiug back/' she said, 
things that were gonethat were gcmc. But come, dears, I am 
not going to make jou melancholy." So they had icai and Mr. 
Cbecaacrc’s cream was used with liberalily. 

Captain Jteilfield had uot allowed the op|M)rluiiity to slip idly from 
bis hands. In the first <{uarter of an hour after the younger hidicj 
liad gone, ho said little or nolhing, but sut with a winc*glus» before 
liim, M*hicli oueo or twice he filled fmin the decanter. Vm ofruid 
11)0 wine is not very gcKKl/* said Mrs. Grcciiow. But one enu't 
got good wine in lougings." 

"Vni not thinking veiy niuch about Mrs. Greoiiow; that’s tho 
1rutl»/' said Uie Captain. •'! daresay the is very good of its 
kiud." Then thei'u was another |>crhM of silence between (licm. 

"X fiuimnsu you Cnd it rather dull, living in lodgings^ dou*t 
youf ” asKcd the Captain. 

'‘I don't know quite what you mean by dull, Caplrtin Bellficld; 
but a woTnuu elrcnmbtimced us I urn cunT find her life very guy. U’a 
uot a full twelvemonth yet smen I lost all that made life desirable, and 
sometimes I wonder at myself for holding up ns well ns ] do " 

" It's wicked to give way to grief too much, Mrs. Grecnow." . 

** That’s what my dear Kote always says to me, and Vui sure I do 
my best to overcome it." XJ)ion linn s(»mc soft tears trickled down hot 
cheek, showing in tlicir course that she at any rate used no ]aiint in pit)^ 
duciug that ^shnesa of colour which w as one of her great clmrniB. 
Then she ]ircsacd her handkerchief to her eyes, and removing it, smiled 
faintly on the Captain. " 1 didn’t intend to treat you to such a scene 
as this, Captain Oilfield.” 

*. There is uothiug ou earth, Mrs. Grccnow, 1 desire so mucli as per* 
mission to dry those tears." 

" Time alone can do that, Captain Bellflrld alone." 

" But cannot time be aided by Jove and friendshi]) and aiTcefion? " 

" By friendship, yts. W'liut w ould life be worth without tlic solace nt 
friendship ? " 

** And how much better is the warm glow of love P " Cnpiuin Bf^Il- 
ficld, as he asked this question, deliberately got up und moved his ehair 
over to the widow’s aiac. But t)je widow as dcimerately changed Lf r 

I position to tlie comer of a sofa. Tbc Ci^tain did not at once fcillijw 
ler, uor did he in any way show that he^wos aware that she hud fled 
Xroiu him. 

Itow tnicU better is tho warm glow of love ? " he saiil again, con¬ 
tenting himself with looking into her face with all his eyes, lie had 
hoped that he would have been able to press her baud by this time. 

" The warn glow of love, Captain oilfield, if you have ever felt 

If I have ever felt it t Do I not feel it now, Mrs. Greenow P There 
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can be no longer any mask kept upon my feelings. I nerer eonld re¬ 
strain the yearnings of my heart vbcn llicy have been strong/^ 

** Uuve they oftrn been Ktmng, CapUiu Jkllfield P 

‘^Yes, oflrijin various accuce orUrej—on the field of battle ■ ■ 

** I did not know that you had s<*ca octive service/’ 

** What!—not on the plains of Ziuuhuidi wlien w*ith fifty picked men 
1 krj»t live liiiudrcd GtfTrcs at bay for seven weeks;—never kiitw the 
coin/od of u bed, or a pillow to my bead, for seven long weeks! 

** Nut for seven long weeks f ** said Mm. Greenow. 

*^N'o. Did i not see active eervioe at Kssiqueho, on llie burning 
coast of Guiana, wlicji all the wild Africans from the woods rose up to 
dcKltoy the colouy; or again at the mouth of the Kj(ch>lioiriy liivcr, 
when 1 mudo good the capture of a slaver by njy own liunu and my owa 
sword! ” 

I rcully liadu^t heard/* said Mrs. Greenow. 

** Ah, 1 understand, i know. Cheesy is tlie best fellow in ilie world 
in some tt‘Sprds, hut be cannot bring liiinsclf lo speak well of a fellow 
bclMkd Ills back. I know who has Uditlled me. Who was the fin it 
to storm the heiglils of Inkcrman ? ** demanded the Cu)>tain, llimkiiig 
ill the heat of the uiotneui ilmi lie might ns well be bung for a sheep as 
a Iamb. 

** Bnt w hen you spoke of yearnings, I thought you mcuiit yearnings 
of n si^flcr kind.*' 

** So i did. iSo 1 did. ] doi/t know why I have been led away to 
hpcak of deeds that arc very seldom mcnliourd, at any rate by myself. 

I cuunot bear that n biHiidcrouH back biting longue sliould niako you 
think that 1 have bwix no service. I have served her Majesty in tho 
four quarters of the globe, Mrs. Grceuow; luul now 1 am ready to serve 
yuu in snv w ay in wliich ycru will allow me to make my service accept* 
uldc.” \VhciTupoa he took one stride over to tbc sofa, and went dow n 
upon Ida knees before her. 

Cuplain IWlliold, I don’t want luiy services. Pifiy get up, 
now ; the girl will come in.” 

1 caru luithiiig for any girl. *1 am planted here till some answer 
slmll liavc bmi made to me; till some word sbaU have bom said that 
may give me a litllo hope/’ Then be attempted to get bold of lier 
band, hut she pul them beliiud her back and shook her head. ** Ara¬ 
bella/' lie said, '* will you not s]tcak a word to me P ” 

'*N'(>ta word, Captain Belllleld, till you get up; and I woQ*t litvc 
you cnl] me Arabella. 1 am the widow of &imud Greenow, than wliom 
no mau was more rcspeelrd where be was knowu, and it is not fitting 
that 1 should be nddressi d hi that way.” 

But X want you tu become my wife,—and then ” 

^'Alij then indeed 1 But that tbcu isn’t likely to eonte. Get up, 
Caplaiu IkllAeld, or 1*11 push you over and then ring the bell. A mau 
nuver looks so much like a f^I as when he's kneding down,—unless 
he’s saving his prayers, as you ought to be doing uow. 'Get up, 1 tell 
YOU. lt*8 just half-past seven, and 1 told Jeannette to come to qit- 

Ikeo" 
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There vu thet in the Ntidow’e voice wlncli made him get iip» nnd he 
rose slowly to Lis (cet. You’ve pushed nil the chairs nhout, you 
stupid man/' she said. Tlicn iji one niiuiitc slm had restored the 
sraitcre.d furnit ure to their proper plaers^ and had rung tlio bell. \\ lii‘n 
Jeauijcitc OQine slio desired that tea might ho ready hy the tiiuo ti») 
votfng ladies retunH*d» aud asked Cantaiu BelKiuld if a cui) shmild hu 
H'\ lor him. This he declined, imd iiudc her furc^well while Jenuneltc 
was still in the room. She shook hands with him witliout any s\^n of 
miger, and even expressed a hope that they might sue liim again Lehnc 
lung. 

Jlc’s u very handsome man, is the Cupfaiii,’’ said Jcanoctlc, ns the 
hem of the Kiteliyhomy Uiver descended the stairs. 

^‘\ou shouldn’t think about haudMunc mu, child/’ said Idi'S. 
G roc now. 

I’m sure I don’t/’ said Jeonueife. ‘*Kol uo more thnu any* 
body elsc^ hut if a man is handsome, Mu’um, wliy it stands to rcusuu 
ilml he U handsome.” 

suppose Captain BellGeld lias given you a kiss and a pair of< 
gloves,” 

”As for gloves aud such like, Mr. Checsaerc is much keftor fur 
giving tium the Captaiu; us we nil know; don't we, tin'um? Jlut in 
regal'd to kisses, they're pn*seids as 1 never fakes fmm uinhody. Jw t 
everybody pay his debts, if flic Cajilain ever gets a wife, let him kiss 
her.” 

On the following Tuesday morning Mr. Chcoacrc ns nsnul called 
ill the Close, but ho brought with him no Imsket.. IIn lucrdy Irll a 
whiter nosegay made of green leaves mid lauresiiuus (lowers, nnr) srut 
up a messago lo say that he slmiild rail at hulf-pust tliree, and Iioped 
that he mi^it be uhlo to see Mrs. (ireciiow,—on particulur business. 

” Tliul means you, Kste,” soid Mrs. Greeiiow. 

”No, it doesuH; it dm^'su’t mean me at all. At any rate he won’t 
SCO me.” 

” J dare say it’s mo he wishes to sec. It seems to be the fnshiounbic 

i dun now for ^ntlcnica to moke ofTcns by fleputy. if bo says anythiug, 

’ rau only relcr bini to you, yem know.” 

** Yes, you cau; yim c^ui tell bim simply tlmt I won’t liave liim. lUit 
Lc is no more tliiuking of me than' ’ 

” Than he is of me, you were going lo say.” 

** No, aunt; I wasn’t going to mij lluit at all.” 

Well, we shall seo. If Lc docs mean anything, of course you eon 
please yourself; bat I tcally tlunk yon might uo w‘orse.” 

” But if i don’t want to do at all ? ” 

Very well: jou must have vour own wav. 1 can onl? tell you 
what 1 think.” * 

At half-past three o’clock punctually Mr. Cheesacre came to the door, 
mid was auown up stain. He was told by Jeanuette that Oaptaiu Bull- 
field bul looked in on the Sunday aftcriioon, but that Miss Fnirntairs 
and Mise Vavasor bad been there the whole lime. He Imd not gut on 
)us black boots nor yet Lad bis roiuul topped bat. And as he did wesr 



141 


ei» jov aiaf 

ft nev frock coat, and Lad his left Land thrust into a Idd Jean- 

uotte was quite sure that lie inloiided buamesa of some kind. With 
)u^w boots creaking ioudlyi he walked up into the drawing-room| and 
there he louucl the aidow ulonc. 

** Thanks for the Uowers/* she said at once. ** It was so good of ;ott 
to bring sum cl Ling tliftt vc could accept*' 

As for that/' siiid hC| 1 don't see why you should scruple about a 
trifle of cream, )mt I hope tliai any suc1i feeling as tliat will be over 
before long.'' To lliis the widow made no auswvr, but she looked very 
sweetly on him fts she bade him sit clowu. 

JIu did sit (lowu; but first lie put liia hat and slick carefully nwny 
in one corjjcr, and then *hc pulled olT Ids glovc^somowhat laboriouHly, 
lV)r hrs liauci wtts warm. He was clearly pi*cparcd fur great tilings. As 
lie pushed up his hair with Lis Lauds Uierc came fruiii Lis locks an 
aiiiorosial perfume,—as of marrow*oil, oud there was a fixed propriety 
of position of eve ry hair of his whiskers which indicated very plainly 
tluit he had been ut a luiinlnrsscr’s shop since he left the maikct. Mor 
do 1 believe that he hud worn that coat when he came to the door curlier 
ji the monilng. If 1 were to say ilmt he hud called at LU tailor’s olsoi 
X do not think Ihut 1 sLould wrong. 

''How goes cvciytfiing at OileyincodP^* said Mrs. Greenow, seeing 
that her guest wiuitcd some little assis’^Acc in leading off the con* 
Torsation. 

“Pretty well, Mrs. Gre^nowj pretty wcU. Everjtliiug will go 
very well if 1 am successful iu the object wbieh 1 have ou hand to-day.“ 

“ Pui sure 1 hope you’ll bo successful in alt your undertakings.” 

“ In all my business underUkiiigs 1 am, Mrs. Urecnow. There Isn’t 
X shilling due ou my lojid to e'er a bank iu Kurwich; and 1 haven’t 
tliraslied out n quarter of last year’s com yet, which is muro than many 
of them can say. Put there ain’t many of them who don’t have to pay 
rent, and su perhaps 1 ougiitu’t to boast.” 

“ 1 know that Providence has been very good to you, Mr. CLcesacrc, 
as regards worldly matters.” 

“ And 1 haven’t left it fdl to Providence, either. Those who do, 
generally go to the wall, as far as I can see. I’m always at work late 
and early, aud 1 know when I get a profit out of a man’s labour and 
when i^dou'i, as well as though it was my only chance of bread aud 
cheese.” 

“ 1 always thought you understood farming business, Mr. Cbecsacrc.” 

**Ycs> 1 do. X like a bit of fun well enough, when the dmo for it 
comes, as yon saw at Yaraouili. And 1 seep my Uiree or four 
•hunters as i tliiuk a country gratlcmon should; and 1 shoot over my 
'own ground. But 1 always utick to my work. There ore men, like 
Bellflcld, who won’t work. VhAt do thev come iof They'ro alwava 
borrowing.” 

“ But lie has fouglit bis country’s battles, Mr. Cheeaacre.” 

** Ho flght! 1 suppose he’s been telling you some of Lis old storieit 
Ho was ten years iu the West Indies, and all his fighting was with the 
musquitoes.” 
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Bni bo was in tbo Crimea. At Iakcman> for baiv 

“IIo in tho Crimea! Well, nerer mind. But do tou iv 'jiro before 
jon be)ic*v6 that stoiy. Bat as 1 ^os soyisg» Mrs. QrecnuV^'fou have 
seen mj little pluoe at Oilcvincad.’^ 

A cimrnuug house. A^l you want is a mistjass for it.'' 

‘"rimt's it; tlial’e just it. All 1 want is a mistrebs lur it. And 
lhci*c s only ouo u^miou on earth that I would wish to sec in that 
position. Arubclla Ureenow^ will you be that woman P " As lie nmilc 
the oifer lie got up aud stood before ber^ placing bis right hand upon 
bis hf art. 

” I, Mr. Chceflaerc! ” slio said. 

les, you. 'Who else P Smoe I saw you what other woninii has 
born an^lliing to me; or, indeed, 1 may say beforeP Smoc the llrat 
day 1 saw \ou 1 felt that thcic uiylmppmc^ dep^mdod." 

*' Oh, llV. ChccsHCrc, 1 Uiought you were looking pKcwUcrc.*’ 

Ko, no, no. Thvre never ma^ such a mUtuko u% that. 1 liavu tlio 
higheii regard and esiecni for Miss Vavasor, but rcallj^—" 

** Mr. Ciicfsacre, what am 1 to wy to you ? ” 

** ^^'hat are jou to suy to me P oay that you'll be mine. Say that I 
shall bo yours. Say that all 1 havo at Oihymcud shall be yours. Ray 
ihat tlic opeu carriage for a pair of ponies to bcjiriven by a lady whieu 
1 have been looking at this tnorning, ^all be yours. Yes, indeed; the 
sweetest thing you ever saw in your life,—just like one that the lady 
of f lio l^rd Lieutenuut drives atout in always, 'riiat’s what you uiust 
say. Come, Mrs. Urccnow!" 

''Ah, Mr. Cheesacre, you don’t know what it is to bare buried the 
pride or your youth liarnlr yet twelve months." 

'^Bui you have buned iiim, aud there lot there be an end of it. Your 
sitiiitg here all alone, mormiig, noon, and night, won't bring him 
back. Fm sorry for him; 1 am inde^. Boor Greenow 1 But what 
more enu I do P " 

'' 1 can do more, Mr. Cbccsaerc. X can mourn for him iu solitude 
and iu stlcnce." 

No, no, no. 'Vniat's the use of it,#—breaking your heart for no¬ 
thing,—and my heart too. Yon never think of that. Aud Ur. Gliocs- 
aere spoke iu a tone that waa full of tt'proach. 

" It cannot be, Mr. Cbecsacre." 

"Ah, but it can he. Come, Mrs. Greenow. We understand ruch 
other well enough now, surely. Come, dearest." Aud he approached 
her as though to put his arm round her waist. But at that momtiic 
Uteto came a knock at the door, and Jeannette, entering the room, told 
bar mispress that Captain Bellfield was below and wanted lo know 
wbe^MT he could see lier for a minute on particular busiucse. 

** Show Captfkin BellAcld up, certainly,"^said Ura. Greenow. 

" !>*« ' ■ Aptain BcUfield f" said Ur. Ch^^re, 
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A£!CS IS TAOOIIT TO GEOW VFlfJJLDS^ TOWAllDS TUB LIGHT. 

Bk^oab tlio day camo on nliich Alice was to go to Matcliing Priorji 
bIic liud orien rcgicltcU timt slio hud hocn iiiducrcl to make the promise, 
mid yet she hau as often resolved that liiciv was uu possible rcusou 
why she should not go to Malohing iViory. But she feared this com* 
inuiiccineiit of u closer coiincelion with her grout ablations. Slio hod 
iuld herself so ufUm that 'ihe was quile sepuruled from iheui, that tho 
Accidcul of blood in no wav tied her to theiu or them to hcr^— 
this lesson liad hicn so thorougnly luught Co her by the injudicious 
ut tempts of Lady Maclcod to ti'&ch nu opposite lesson^ that slic did not 
like the idea of pntling aside the elh«t of that teaciihig. And nerlmps 
slio WAS A little afraid of tlic great folk wlxiin slic might probably meet 
at her cousin's house. Lfidy Glencora herself she hud likecb-^uud Inul 
loved too with that uiomenlary hive which cerlaiu circumstuDocs of our 
life will sainetimes prfjduce, a love which is strong wiiile it lasts, but 
wliieh can Iks laid down when the need of it is nassed* She had liked 
And loved Ludy Clcuconi, ojid had in no degree uccn uftuid of her during 
those straiigo visitings in Qinxu Anne Street ;^but she was by no 
means sure that she should like Lady Gleucora in the midst of Imr 
grandenr nnd surrounded by tbc pomp of tier rank. She would have 
uo oilier friend or Aoquaintaiice in that bousc> nnd feared that she might 
Cud herself dcsolafct cold» and wounded in her pride. She had been 
tricked into the visit, too, or rather liad tricked herself into it. She 
had been sure that tbcrc had been a joint sclicmc between her cousin 
and Lady Midlothian, and could not resist tho tcninlattcm of repudia* 
ling it in her tetter to I^ady Olcncorn; but tlierc nad been no such 
scheme ^ she bad wronged Lady Glencora, and had therefore been luiable 
to resist her second request.^ But sliefelt unhappy, feariog that site 
w ould be out of her elemcul, and more than once hull' mude up her 
mind to excuse herself. 

lirrauut bad, from ihe first, thought well of her going, beliering 
I liut it might proliably be ihe means of recoucillng her to Mr. Gr^. 
Moreover, it was a step altogether in the right direction. Lady Glen* 
c<pra would, if she lived, become a duchess, and as she was decidedly 
Alice’s cousui, of course Alice should go to her house when invited. 
It must be acknowlcd^ that Lady Maclcod was not soIHsli in her 
W'orsbip of rank. She had played out her game in Ufi^ and thei'e was 
no prooability that she would live to be calkd cousin oy a Duchess of 
Omnium. Sue bode Alice go to Hatchiug Friory, simply because she 
loved her niece, and tlicrofoiw wished her to live m tlie best mid most 
eligible way wilhiu her reach. ^*1 think you ow*e it os a duty to your 
fomily to go,” said Lady Maclcod. 

\Vnat further correspondenoe about her affairs had jx^sed botwaon 
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Ladj Mftoldod aod Ladj Midlothian Alioo never kuov. She eteadilj 
refused all entreaty mode that ahe would answer Uie Counteas*e letter. 
Aud at last threatened her aunt that if the request were further urged 
sho would answer it^^teUiog Lady Midlothian that she hud bceu Tory 
iinpertiucnl. 

** 1 am becomiog a Tcrj old womou^ Alico»’’ llio poor lady said, pite¬ 
ously, *‘und I suppose T hod better not interfere any further, what¬ 
ever 1 have said 1 liave always meant to be for your good.'' Then Alice 
got up, and kisslug her aunt, Cried to explain to her that she resented 
no iiiturfcrence from iicr, and felt grateful for all that she both said and 
did; but that ^he could not endure meddling from people wiiom she did 
mti kuow, Atid who ihuught thrmseWes entitled to meadluhy their rank. 

“And because they arc cousins as well/'*said Lady Alaclcod, in a 
softly 8ud, apoIoroUc voice. 

Alice left Cheltcuhoni about the middle of Kovomber on her road to 
Matching Priory. She was to sleep in Loudon one night, and go down 
to Matching in Yorksliiro with her maid on the following day. Her 
father undertook to meet her at the (ircat Weateru Station^ oud to 
take her on the following morning to the Great Northern. Ho said 
nothing in hii letter al^ut dining with her, but when lio irict her, 
luuttei'cd something about an engagement, and taking her homo 
grociouHly promised that be would brernfast with her on the following 
morning. 

Tni very glad you are going, Alice/’ he said, when they wore in the 
cab together. 

“ mij, jmnaP'* 

“ Why P-* Decs use I think it’s the proper tidng to do. You know 
IVo never said much to yon about tliesc [Hrople. Tlicy'rc not con¬ 
nected with me, and 1 £now that they bate the name of Vavasor; 
—not but what tho uumc is a deal older than iiuy of theirs, and Iho 
familr too/* 

And therefore I don’t understand why you think Pm specially 
right. If you were to say I was specially wrong, 1 should be less sur¬ 
prised, and of course 1 shouldn’t go/* 

“You should go by oil dicilbs. Rank and wealth are advantages, 
let anybody say whut thev will to the coutniry. Why else docs every¬ 
body want to get them P ’* 

“ But I shan’t get them by going to Matching Priory." 

“ You’ll got part of their value. Take them os a whole, the nobility 
of England uro pleasant acquaintances to have. 1 haven’t run after 
them very much myself, though 1 married, as I may say, omoug them. 
That very thing rather stood in my way iliau otherwise. But you may 
be sure of this, Ijiat men aud women ought to grow, like plants, up¬ 
wards. Every booT should eodeatoQT to stand as well ns he can in the 
world, and if 1 haa a choice of acquaintance between a sugar-b/tker and 
a peer, 1 sboald prefer the peer,—unless, indeed, the siigar-hakcr had 
somethiug very strong on iiis side to offer. I don't call that tuft- 
httuting, aud it does not necessitate toadying. It’s simply growing up^ 
iowixua tho light, as the trees do/* 

10 ^% 
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Alice listened to her lather’s worldly wisdom with a smile^ but she 
did not attempt to answer him. It was very seldom, indeed, that he 
took u^n himself the labour of lecturing her, or that he gave her even 
as mneu onunscl as be liad given now. Welli papa, 1 hope I shall 
find mvsclf gi'csrin^ towards the light/’ she said as she got out of the 
cab. Tlicn lie liiul not entered the hoiiscj but had takcu lliu ctd) on 
with him to liis club. 

On her table Mcc found a note from her cousin George. bear 
jou arc going down to tlic Pulliacrs at Matehhig Priory io>morrow, and 
as I siiuJl \k\ glud to say one word to you l)cfare you go, will vou let me 
see you this evening,—say at nine V.” She f»Tt iminciiiaLcly that 
she could not help seohig him, but she greatly rrgrrttcd iiio neersaity. 
Site wished t hut hhc had gone directly Irom ChelteniiHm to the Noiiu. 
—iTgardless even of those changt'S of wanlrobe which her purj^aacu 
visit required. Then hlio set herself to conakleriug. How had Gcoi’go 
heard of her visit to the Priory, and how hud he h arued the prcolso 
evening w hioli she would p:tss in London ? Why should ho be so in* 
tent oil walchiDg all iier movements as it seemed that ho was f As to 
sexung him she luid uo aUernutive, so she completed her urrungemeuts 
for her jouiviuy before uIjic, and then await<d lam lu the dm wing* 
room. 

Pm so gind yoirro going to Mulching Prioiy,” were the fimt words 
he said, lie, too, might have taught her to glow towards the light, 
if she liad asked liim tor his reasons;—but this she did not do just them 
How did you Icom Uuit 1 was going f ” she suid. 
heard it from a friend of mine. iVell;—>from Burgo fitsgorald, 
if yon must know.” 

'^From Mr. Fitzgerald?” said Alice, in profound astomsbment. 
” How coidd Mr. Filzgt^mld have heard of it?” 

” That’s more than 1 know, Alice. Hot directly from Lady Glen* 
coin, I should say.” 

‘‘ That would be impossible.” 

” Yes; quite so, no doubt. I think she keeps up her intimacy with 
Ihirgo’.v sister, and perbaps it'tet round to bim ai that way.” 

”Aud did he tell you also that 1 was going iiHnorrowP He must 
liavc known all about it very accurately.” 

”Ho| Ihcu 1 asked Kate, and Kate told mo when you were going. 
Yes; 1 know. Kate lias been wrong, hasn’t she t Kate was CBUuooea, 
110 doubt, to say nothing about your comings and goings to so 
incouaidernbie a person as myself. But you must not be dowu 
U]iou Kate. 8ho never mentioned it till 1 showed by my queatiou 
to her that 1 knew ail about your journey to Matching. 1 own I do 
nut understand why it should Le necessary to keep ms so much in the 
dark.” • i 

Alice felt that she was bluslungr Tlie caution had been given to 
Kuio because Kate still transgressed in her letters, by say mg little 
words about lier brother. Ana Alice did not even uow believe Kate 
to have been false to her; but she saw that she herself h^ besw 
imprudent. 
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£ Goimoi understand it,** continued George, speaking witbnui looking 
at tier. It was but the other daj that we were sucli dear friouds [ Do 
you remember the balcony at l^le ? and now it seems iliut ve are 
quite estranged worse than estranged; th^d I am, hh it were, 

under soma nan. Have I done nuythiug to oiTend yoU| Alice? If so, 
speak out, like n woman of spirit os you arc.*' 

Notiuug/’ said iuicc. 

** Then why am I tabooed P 'Why was I told the other day tliat I 
might not cougrutulutc you on your happy eiuanciimtiun P I say boldly, 
that had you resolved on tliat while we wort* togetlier in Switzerland, 
you would huv(; iicrmittcd me, us u friend, almost as a brother, to dis- 
cuss it with you. 

I think not, Gccngc.” ♦ 

“ X am sure you would. And why bus Kate been warned not to toll 
me of this visit to tlic Palliscrs P X know she lias been warntd though 
she luis not confessed it." 

Alice eat silent, not knowing wbui <o say in answer to ihia cliurgc 
bitiuglil Against her,—thinking, perhaps, taut the qucslioabr would 
allow his question to pass wiiliout on answer. But Vuvosor was not so 
complaisant. ** If there be any reason, Alice, 1 tiuuk that I have a 
right to ask it." 

Per a lew seconds she did not speak a word, but s.nt considering. Ih 
also remained silent with his eyes tired upon her. She looked at him 
and saw nothing hut liis scar,—nothing but his scar and the brightness 
of his eypB, which w'os almost licrcc. She kuew Unit he was in earnest, 
and tharefore resolved that she would be in earnest also. ** 1 think that 
you liavc such a right," she said at last. 

" Then let me exercise it." 

I think tliat you have such a right, but I think also that you ore 
ungenerous to exercise it." 

** X cannot understand that. By heavens, Alice, 1 cannot be left ui 
this suspense ! If I have done anylhuig to oilbiid you, perhaps I urn 
remove the offcucc by apology." 

" You have done nothing to ofTc&d mef" 

if there be any cause why our friendship should be dropped,— 
wby we should bo on a diQcrcnt footing to each other in l/)udon than 
we were in Switzerland, I may acknowledge it, if it be explained to me. 
But I cannf)t put up with the doubt, when X am told that X have a right 
to demand its soluUotL" 

”Theu I will be frank with you, Geotge, though my being so will, as 
you may gnesa, be Tory painfuf." She paused again, looking at him to 
see if yet he would spare her; bat be was all scar and eyes as before, 
nnd there was no meroy in his face. 

Your aiatev, George, has thought that my parting with Mr. Gi^ 
migjit lead to a renewal of a purpose of marriage between you and mo. 
You know her oagemeas, and wiii understand tiiat it may have been 
nseeatary that I should ^uire silence from her on tiiat head. You 
ought now to underatand it all" 

I then am being punjshed for her sins," he said ; and suddenly the 
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•cav ou Lis face wac healed up agaiUi aaJ there was sometKing of the 
old plcoeaatncea in liis eyes. 

L liavo said uotliiug about any sins^ George, but I hare found it 
necessary to be ou niy gnard/^ 

Well/' lio said, mat a slmrt pause, *^you arc nn liouesl Wf)inanj 
Alicc,^tlie lionestest I over knew. I will braig Kiibi to order,— hiuI, 
now, wc may be friends {iguTu; may wc uoti'” and bo eiicuded his 
baud to ]ior across llic tublu. 

Yes.” slio said, “certainly; if you wish it/^ Slic spoke doubtingly, 
with iiidccision in licr Toicc, as though rctncmbcriitg at the uiomeut tliuC 
liO had givcni lior uo pledge. 

“ 1 certaiuly do wish it very much,'* said be; aud then she gave him 
her bond. 

“ And 1 may uow talk about your new freedom F 

“ No/' said she \ no. Do not speak of llmt. A woman does not 
do wliut 1 have duuc in thut uRuir wiiliout gi'cut suUbring. 1 have to 
think of it daily; but do not make me speak uf it." 

“But this oilier subiccti this visit to Matching; surely I may speak 
of tliat P “ 

There was something now in his toIcc so bright, that she felt Urn iu- 
flucncc of it, and imswcrud him cliccrfuUy, “ X aou't see wli&C you can 
have to say about it." 

“ But 1 Imvc a great dcoh i am so glad you are goiug. Mind you 
ceaicut a close mtinia<w witli Mr. ralUaer." 

“ With Mr. ralUscr.’^' 

“ Yes; with Mr. Polliscr. You must read all the blue books about 
finance. I’ll scud them to you if you Uke it/* 

“ Oh, George! ” 

“Tm quite in earnest. Tliat is, not in earnest about the blue books, 
os you would uut have time j but about Mr. Pailiscr. lie will be the 
new Chancellor of the Exchequer without a doubt." 

“Will he, indeed? But why should I make a bosom friend of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 1 don’t want any public money/' 

“ But I do, niy girl. DonVyou soe ? ” 

“No; 1 don’t." 

“ 1 tliiuk 1 shall got returned at this next election.** 

“ I’m sure I Jiooe you will." 

“And if 1 do of course it will be my game to sapport the ministry 
or rather the new ministry ; for of course there wui be changes/* 

“ I hope tliey will be uu the right side." 

“Not a doubt of that, Alioc." 

“ 1 wish they might be changed oltc^ilter." 

“ Ah I that's impossible. It's TCty well os a dream; but there are no 
such men as you want to see,—meik really from tlm^people,—stroug 
enough to take high office. A man oan't dnTe four ^rses M»use bo’s 
a philanthropist,«^r rather a pbilhorseophiat, and is th^irous that tho 
team should be driven without any hurt to them. A man oan't govern 
we^^^^ because ho is genuinely anxious that omdu abouM be wdl 
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And will tlicre never be uuy aocU incu ? ** 
won'f: K&3' lliat, 1 doa^i iniuil coufessing to 3*011 ilml it \s tnj 
aml)itiou to bo eucli a one niyaclf. But a child must cmwl l)eron' h* c»n 
walk. Such a one as i, hoping to do something in politico, numt hjkivc 
uo cbancc. It would be something to mo that Mr. rullisiT t^lioiild 
become the Iricnd of any dear friend of miue»^cspcclaUj of a dear friiind 
bearing the same name.** 

**1'm afruicb George, you'll find me a bad Imud at inaLiug any such 
friendship.'* 

Tiiry any that he is led immcimcdy by Ills wife, and Ihrd s)m is very 
clever. But 1 mean this chiefly, Alice, that I do lio))c 1 sliaJI have fill 
your sympathy in any political coircr that 1 may moke, and ull your 
assist ance also." • 

My sympathy I think 1 can promise you. My assistance, I fcari 
WQuId be worthless.'* 

*'By uo inouns worthless, Alice; not if I see you take that place in 
the world >vluch I l\o\xi to see you fill. Du you tliiuk wuuirn now a-duys 
have no beariug upon the politic of Uic times 1* Almost as much as nion 
have.*’ ]n answer to which Alice shook her head; but, nevertheless, 
she felt in some way pleased and iUltcnal. 

George Icfr lior without saying a word more about Imr marriage 
prospects past or future, and Alice os she went to bed felt glad that this 
expumatiou betweea them hud been made. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

DAWDT AND ?Lt&T. 

Atics reached the Matching Hoad Stftion about three o’clock in the 
ifterDOOQ wiiliout adventure, and immediately on the stopping of the 
train became awurc that ull (rouble was off her own liauds. A seiwunt 
in livery came to the open window, and touch uig Itia hat to lior, in* 
quired d' she were Miss V'avosor. Then her dressing-bag and sltuwia 
and cloaks wore taken from her, and she was conveyed through the 
atatioii by tlie station master on one side of her, the footmou on the 
other, and by the railway porter behind. She instantly perceived that 
she had become possessed of great privileges by belonging even fur a 
time to Uaiohing Wiory, and that she wae essentially growing upwards 
towards (he ligBt. * 

Ouuid^ on the broad drive before the little station, she saw au 
omnibns that was going to the amull town of Etching, iutendod for 
people who had not grown upwards as had been her lot; and she saw 
also a light stylUi-looldag eart which sbe would have called a Whitcohupcl 
had she been propariy matructed m snob patters, and a little low open 
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ftirriage \vilb two boautifiU small horses^ in vhicU was sitting h ladj 
envidaped in Airs, course iliis wus Lady Glcucora. Another scrraiit 
was slaudiug on the groiui(i> hoiduig the horses of the carriage and the 
cart. 

" Dear Alice, l*m so glad youVe come/* said a rolcc from the furs, 
^'Look licre, dear; your maid can go iu tlic dog-cart with your things/* 
—it wasn't a dog-curt, but Lady Glcncoro knew no better \ slie*ll bo 
nuitc comforiablu there; aud do you get in here. Are you Tory 
cold ? ** 

•'Oh, no; not cold at all.** 

JUit it is awtuliy cold. You*rc been in the stulTy carriage, but you'll 
find it cold enough out here, 1 can tell you.** 

OU! Lady Glencora, I aui so sorry that l*vc brought you out on 
snob a moruing," said Alice, gutting lu and taking the place assigned 
her next to the charioteer 

“What nonsense! Sorry! Wliy I'rc looked forward to nicetmg 
you all alone, ever siucc L knew you were coming. If it liod snowed all 
the morning L should have come juA the same, i drive out almost every 
day when l”m down here,—that is, wkcu ttio house is not too crowded, or 
1 can make an excuse. Wr^ tlicso things over yon; there arc plenty 
of them. You shall drive if you like.** Alice, however, declined the 
driving, expressing her gratitude in what prettiest words she could flud. 

“1 like driving bettor than anything, I think. Mr. Palliser doesn't 
like ladies to hunt, and of course it wouldn't do os ho does not 
huut himself. 1 do ride, but lie never rides on horseback. 1 almost 
ftujcy 1 should like to drive four-iu-hsnd,—only 1 know I should bo 
afraid.'* 

“ It would look very terrible,’* said Alice* 

“ Yes; wouldn’t it? The look u'onld be the worst of it; as it is all 
the world over. Sometimes I wish there were no such ihings as looks. 
I don’t menu anything improper, you know; only_ one docs get so 

endeavour to go 
suppose. Baker, you 
that 1 can’t Ijold 




by changing 

rein so that the curb was brongbt to bear on him. “They’re caUed 
Dandy and i'Urt/' coutmuod Lady Qlencura, speaking to Alice. ** Ain’t 
they a beautiful match t The Duke gavo them to me and named them 
himself. Did you ever see the Duke r *’ 

“ Never/* said Alice. 

lie won’t be here before Christmas, bnt yon shall be introduced 
some day in London. He's an excellent creature and I’m a great pot 
of his; tboi^h after all, 1 never speak half a dozen words to him when 
1 sec Idin. He’s one of those people who never talk. I’m one of those 
who like talking, as you'll Imd out. I think it runs in fiunilies; and the 
Pulliscrs arc non-Ulkcra. That doesn’t mean that they are not 
sneakers, for Mr. Palliaer has plenty to say in the Honse^ and they 



PITOT AHP FLlSlT. 


ISS 


deolu'e tliAt he*B one of tlic fc^ pablte men who^ve got lungs enongli to 
Bsko a flnancial statement without bmiking down ” 

Alice was aware that ehe had oa yet hardtr spoken licrsclf, and 
began to bethink iicrself that alie didn't know what to Jlud LuAy 
(jlcnoora paused on tlic subicct of Dandy and Flirt, she miglii luivo 

* managed to be enthusiastic about the horses, but she could not discuss 
/roeij the general aiJoucc of tho PaUiscr family, nor tho excellent 
lungs, as regarded public )mrposes, of the one w ho was the husband 
of her present fricud. So sue asked huw for it was to Malclihig 
Priory, 

** You're not tired of me already, I hope,*' said Lady Qloucora. 

1 didn't mean tliai/’ said Alice. '' I delight m the drive. But 
aomchow oue expects Mutchiug station to be bear Matching." 

" Ah, }cs; that's a great cheat. It’s nut Matching stiitnm ui all but 
Malcliiug lioiid atatiou, and it’s eight miles. It is a great hare, for 
though vlio omnibus brings out parcels, we have to he constuulJj 
scndnig over, and it*s verj expensive, I eon assure you. 1 want Mr. 
Paliiscr to have a brancli, hut ho says he would iiavc to take all the 
shares himself, and that would cost more, I suppose." 

"la there a towu at Matchingf " 

"Ob, a little bit of a place. l’)l go round by it if you like, and in at 
tho further gate." 

" Oil, no!" said Alice. 

"Ah, but I should like. It was a boniugh once, and heluug<!d to 
the Duke; but they put it out at t)io ib^form Bill. Tiicy made some 
kind of bargainho was to keep either iSilrerbridge or ifid^^hiug, l)ut 
not both. Mr. Pulliscr sits for Silvcrbridgc, you know. The Duke 
chose Silverbridge,—or rather his father did, as he was then going to 
build his great pl^o m BaraetsLirc;—Umt’s near Silverbridge. ButUic 
Matching people haven’t forgiven him yet. Ho was sitting for Mutching 
himself wiicn Uie Beform Bill paasea. Then his father died and he 
hasn't lived hero much since. It’s a great deal nicer place than 
Qatherum Castle, only not half so gvmu. I Imtc groudeur; don't 
you ?" 

"I’ve never tried much of it, as yon hare." 

" Come now: that’s not fair. There is no one in the world less grand 
Unm 1 am." 

" 1 mean that Tve not had grand people about me." 

" Having cut all your cousins,—and Lady Midlotbiau in partirulnr, 
like a naughU girl as you are. I was so angry with you when you 
acooacd me of eelliog you about that. Yon ought to have known uiat 

* I was tJke last person in the world to hare done suck a thing." 

"1 not iJiink you meant to sell me, but 1 thought ■ " 

ron did. Alice. 1 know what ,oa tbonglit; you thought lliat 
Lodj Mirflnttti.n :vas making a tool of me that 1 uiiglit bring vou 
imdet her tkomb, so th^ she might bollj you into Mr. Grej's Ariiio. 
That’s wb^ tou thought. 1 don’t know that 1 waa at all entitled 
t«. jrour good opioioo, but I was not entitled to that special bud 
opuiioa.’* 
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bftd no bnd opinion ;—1)ul it was bo ncccssfuy ikat 1 should 
guard myself.” 

** You sbull be guarded. 1*11 take vou under my sliield. Mr. Grev 
slmu’t be iiumutl to you, except that i siiall expect you to tell me nil 
about it; and you must tcU me idl about that dangerous cousin, too, of 
whom tlicy were saying such terrible tilings down in Scotlund. I had 
heard of liini before.” These lust words Lady Glencora s]K)kc in a 
lower voiee and in on aUered tune,—slowly, as though she were thinkiug 
of sumclliing that pnmed her. It wu3 from J3urgo FiUgcrold that sue 
had heard of George Vavasor. 

Alice did nut Lnosv uliat to say. She found it imposaibic to discuss 
all the most scri'ct and det'pest of her rcctiu|{3 out in tliut op(m carriage, 
perhaps iu tliu liming ufuhe servuut behind, ou this her Ihst meeting 
wiih Ikt cousin,whom, iu fact, slio kucw very little. She had not 
inUmded to discuss these things at all, and ecrtuinly not in such u 
manner as this. she remmued silent. ”This is the bogiuning of 
the imrk,”suid Lady Ulcucoro, jioinjing to u grand old min of an ouk 
tree, which stood ou the wide margin of the road, outside the rounded 
corner of the park palings, propped up with a skidcdon of aupported 
aticks all nniiul it. And tliui is Matcmiig oak, under which Ccour da 
Lion or Edward the Third, I forgtd wdiich, was met by Sir Guy dc Palisoro 
as bo came Axim Iho war, or from huutiug, or somelliiug of that kiud. 
It was the king, you know, wlio had hixu lighting or v^iutevcr it was, 
and Sir Guy euU^rtained him wiica he was very im^d. Jeffrey Falliser, 
who is my liushaiid a cousin, says that old Sir Guy liickilv pulled^out his 
brandy-busk. iKut the king immediately gave him all the Imids of 
Mai oh in g,—only there was a* priory tlicu and a lot of monks, and I 
don't ([uiLe uudcrslund how that was. ]lul I know one of the younger 
brol hoi's olways used to be abbot and sit ia the Uuusc of Lords. 
And the king guvo him Liillebnry at the same time, which is 
about seven miles away from here. As JcITrcv Fnlliser says, it 
was a great deal of money for a puU at his llusic. JcDrcy Palliscr 
is here uow, and 1 hope jou^l like him. If 1 have no child, and 
Mr. Fulliscr were not lo marry agnio, Jeffrey would bo the heir.” 
And 1101*0 again licr voice was low oud slow, and altogether ctuuiged 
in its tone. 

” I suppose that's the way most of the old families got their 
estates.” 

‘'Either sC, or by robl>cTy. }tanj of them wore terrible tliievcs, my 
dear, ond 1 dare say Sir Guy was uo belter thau he should be. fiut 
since that they Lave always called some of the Fallisers Flsutageuet. 
^ty Im^band's name is Plautagenct. The Duke is called Gcorgp 
Eiantogcuct and the king vas his godfather. The qa^cu is my gc^- ^ 
mother, 1 believe, hut 1 dou’t know tlint Fm much the better for " 
it. Thm*c's uo use iu godfathers and godmothers you think 
there is ? ” 

"Not mnrli ns it’s managed now.” 

"If i lind a child,—oii, Alice, it's a dreadful thing not to have a oluld 
when so iiiucli dcpci^ on it! ” 
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**13ut youVo aucli a filiort time married jet.” 

Ali» well I 1 caa see it iu bia ejee i»*hcni he asks mo qucalious; but 
I don't tluok ]ie’d suj on unkuid word, not if his owa poiiiliou depnudret 
on it. Ah| well; this is Matohiug. That other pale we ]juhsi'( 1» 
wiicre Dondj wiuitcd to turn in»—thui’s whore W'e usuallj go u}>» but 
I’ve brought you round to shov you the town. That’s the tuii^ 
whoever enn possibly come to stay tliorc I don’t know; 1 never suw 
anybody go in or out. That’s iho baker who bakes our bread,—we 
baked It at the house at fir^t^ but nobody cuuJd ent it; and I know lliat 
that luau there mends Mr. Jl’ulliser*s shoos, lie’s very particular abemt 
his ah(M!s. We ahull see the chui’di ns we m in at (he other gate, it 
is iu the park, and is viuy pretty,^but uoi naif so prrtly as Uie priory 
ruins clr>^R Iu llie house. The ruins arc our J^nat lion. I do so lovo 
to wiaulfc about them at moonlight. I oftou think of you wlnm 1 do; 
1 don’t know why.—But 1 do know wliy^ and ITl telt you some day. 
Cotnc, Miss i^'Iirt! ” 

As they drove up through the park, I^ady GIcneora pointed out first 
the elluroll uud then the ruins, through the iiudst of which tlic voud 
ran, and then tlioy wci*e at once betore the front door. The conior 
of the nioderii house came within two hundred yards of the gulcwuy 
of the old priory* it was a large building, very prdty, wjth two 
long frouU; but it was no uioi'o tlimi a bouse. It was u(jt a 
pulacc, nor a castle, nor wus it hardly to lio called a inunMtm. ll 
was built with gabled roofs, four of which funned tlu; side from 
which the windows of the drawing rooms opened out upon a lawn 
which separated tbo house from the old ruins, and which indeed 
surrounded the ruins, aud went iusidc them, forming the prestmt 
flooring of the old ciiat)cb and the old rehxlory, and tlio (dd 
duisiers. Much of the eloislcrt indeed wus siaiuling, uud thcio 
the stone pavement remained; but the square of tliu cloistms 
was all turfed, and in the niiddlo of it stood a large Diod(Tn stone 
vase, out of the broad basin of which huug llowcruig creeper's uud 
green iciiduli. 

As Lady Glencoia drevo up to the doOT, a gentleman, wlio had hoard 
the sounu of the wheels, came fuHli to meet tlicin. There’s Mr. 
ralliscr,” said she; ’'that shows tliat you arc on lionourcd guest, for 
you may be sure that he Js hard at \fork aud would not havt^ conic out 
lor anybody else. Flantagcnct, here is Miss Yuvusor, perished. Alice, 
my Iiusbau^.” Then Mr. BuUwr put forth liis hand and holpcil her 
out of the carriage* 

1 hope you’ve not found it very cold,” said be. The winter has 
come.upon ns quite auddenlT.” 

fie said Uoilung UK>re to Lor than this, till ho met her again bofoi'O 
dinnor. He was a tail thin man, appareutly not more than thirty years 
of age, looking in all respects like a gentleman, but with notliing lu liis 
appeatuico that was remarkable. K was a (ace that you might see and 
fomt, and see again aud fotget aguin; aud yet when you looked at it 
and pulled it to piooes, you found tliat it was a fairly good face, showing 
inleUect is the forehead, and much ohancter in the mouth* The eyeS| 
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toc» thougli not to be called hridil^nlnjs liad somctldi^ to uj for Ikem 
fickcb, lookiug as tlinugh tbcy Iiad u real meaning. Bui ibc oulliuc oi 
thd face wua almost insignilicniit^ being too tliiu; and ho wore no board 
to giro it clmraclcr. Bul» indeed, Mr. Palliaer was a man who had 
never Uiouglit of assisting his position iu llm world by Ills outward ap¬ 
pearance. ^ot to be looked at, but to be read about in the newspapers, 
was his anibitioQ. Men said tbut he was to be Chancellor of tuo Ex- 
c)ic(^ueri and no one thouglit of suggesting that the iusiguilicaucc oi 
liib face would stand iu hi$ war. 

Arc tlic p<;a]>lc all out i' Ids wife asked him. 

lueu ImvQ nut come in from shooliug^-^at least I think not; 
~and some of the ladies arc driving, 1 su]i|»ose. But I haven’t seen 
All}'body since y<ju wt^ui.V 

course you liavcn’l. lie ncTcr lias tinic, Alice, to see any one. 
Bui we’d go up stairs, dear. 1 told them to let us iiavc tea in my 
dressing-room, as 1 Uumght you’d like that better tbau euiug iutu the 
diuwing-ruoD^ heforo you hud iuteu off your tilings. lou must bo 
fuinished, 1 know. Then you can come dowu, or if you wuut to avoid 
two dressings you cun sit over the fire up stairs till diimcr-Ume.” So 
saying she skipped up stairs and Alice followed her. “Here’s niy 
dressing-room, and here’s your room all but ojiposiie. You look out 
into the park. It’s ]iret1y, isn’t itt But come mto mj dressiug-room, 
and sec llic ruins out of the wmduw.“ 

Alice followed JLidy Ghuicora across the pussa^ into what she called 
her dressing-room, mid flicre found herself surrouuded by an iniinitude 
of feiniuiue luxuries. The prettiest of tables were there ;~tbe easiest 
of chairs;^U]c most c<i5Uy of cabinets;—the quaiuteat of old china 
oruuiueuts. It whs bright with iltc guvcHt colours,^made ptoasaui to 
the eye witli tlio binding of many Looks, having nymphs painted 
on the ceiiing uud little Cupids ou the doors. Isn’t it pretty P” 
sho said, turning (juickly on Alice. “I call it my dres^iug-room 
because in that way 1 can kecii people out of it, but I have my brushes 
and soap in a lililc closet thore, and my clothes,—my clothes arc 
every wiiure 1 suppose, ouly there are none of them here. Isn’t it 
pretty ? ” 

“ Very pretty.” 

“The Ihike did it all. He undcrslaiids such things thcrougldy. 
New to Mr. Polliser a dressing-room is a dressing-room, and a o^- 
room a bed-room, lie cares for nothing beiug pretty; not cTenhia 
wife, or he wouldn’t have married me.” 

“ lou wouldn’t aay that if you meant it.” 

“ *V\rcll, 1 don’t know. Sometimes when I look at myself, wlien I 
* simply am myself, with no making up or grimacing, you know, I 
lliiuV Tni the ugliest young woman the sun ever ^one on. And 
in ten years’ time 1 siiHil be the u^eat old woman. OMy think, — 
my hair is bcgiiining to get grey, and I’m not twenty-one yet. 
Look at it; ” and site lifiea up tiic wavy locks just abm her ear. 
“ But there’s one comfort; he doesn’t caiu about beauty, How old 
arc you ? 
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Over ilYe*aad4TOity/* eaid Alice* 

"Nonaenae!—tlien 1 ouglitn’l to hare asked you. 1 tan so sorry.*' 
*'Tjiai*s uoiiseose, ui taij rate. Wliy should you ihiuk 1 should be 
ashaufod of my age i' '* 

I don*t kuow why, ouly'somehow, people arc; aud 1 didn't think 
you woixi 50 old. Fivc-aau'twcuty suems so old to me. It wcjuUl bo 
nothing if you were murrieU; ouly, you see, you won't gel iiiorriud." 

•* rorhajw 1 may yet; come duy/* 

Of course you will. You’U *^l)avo to give way. liou'Il find thut 
they'll get the better of you. \o\xr fullier wilt storm nt you, uud 
Lnuy Uuclcod will pix^ach at you, and Ludy Midlothian will jump upon 
you/' 

** Jhn uot a bit ufruid of I>udy MidloUnuu.*' ^ 

"1 kuow what it is, my dour, to be jumped upon. ^Yo talk 
with such horror of the FVencU people giving theii* daughters in 
marriage, ju^t us they imght sell n house or a held, hut we do ex* 
aetly tlio same Ihiug oursalvcs. 'tVli<!u they iJl come Ujioii you in 
earnest liow ure you to sUiiid uguiuat them t ILow cuu any gul do it t " 
tliiok I Shalt be able.*' 

** To be sure youVo older,—aud you arc not so heavily weighted. 
But never mind; 1 didn't mean to tulk about thatnot yet at uuy 
rate. Well, now, my dear, 1 must go down. Tlio Duchess of Bt. 
Bungay is hero, and Mr. I'alliscr will T>e angry if i don't do pretty to 
her. I'ho Duke is to be the new President of the Council, or ruther, 1 
believe he is J'rcsideiit now. 1 liy to remember it all, but it is so hard 
when one doesn't really care two i^encc how it goes. N(»t but what Piu 
very anxious that Mr. P;dliser should be ChHUcellor of the Exohei^uur. 
And now, will you remain here, or will you come down witit me, or will 
you go to your own room, and I'll cm for you wimu 1 go dowii to 
dhiuor t We dine at eight." 

Alice deoidud that she would stay iu her own room till dimiot lime, 
and was takcu there by Lady Glcucora. bhc found licr imaid uu]>uckiug 
her clothes, and for a while employed benclf in assisting at the work; 
but tliat was soon done, aud then she wua left alone. " 1 slmll feel so 
strange. Ma'am, among all those i>cople down stairs," said tlio girl* 
They all seem to look ut me as though, they didn't know who 1 was." 
Vou'U get over that soon, Jane." 

1 suppose I shall; but you see, they're ail like knowing each other, 
Miss." 

Alice, when she sat down alone, fell herself to be vciy much in the 
same condition as her maid. Wbat would the Duchess of Bt. Bungay 
or Ur. Jeffrey Palliscr,—who himself might live to be a duke if thuiga 
went well for him,—care for herP As to Mr. Palliecr, the master of 
the bouse, itwas already evident to her that he would not put biinsclf 
^ of lib wv for ber. Uad she not done wrong to couiu there Y II 
it were possible (w her to fly away, back to the aulness of Queen Anno 
Streep or even to the pmcnings of Lady Msoleod, would she not do so 
mmediatcly F What business had asked herself,—to come to 

such a bouse la that F Lady Glenda was very kind to her, but 
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frightened her ctou hj her kindnesa. Moreover, aho was aware that 
Lady GIcneora could not dcTotc herself especially to any sucli gaest as 
slie Mas. Lady tilciicora uuist of course look after her duchca&es. 
aud do pretty, as she called it, to her husband’a important political 
alliaiioe.s. 

Aud thi^n she began to tliiiik about Lady Gieaoora herself. What a 
alruugc, wcii d nature she waa,—with her round blue eyes oud wavy 
hiuri looking sometimes like a child and soinotimea almost like an old 
wouma 1 And how alio talked! What things she baid, aud whut tor* 
riblo rorebodings slie uttered of atrungcr things that she meant to say! 
Why had ^bo ut their lirst inccthig inmlc Uiat allusiou to the mode of 
her o\vn hc 1 rothul,^aml then, clucking herself for speaking of it so 
soon, almost dedure that alic meant to apeuk more of it hcrearterP 

blm hliould never mention it to any one/’ said Alice to herself. If 
her lot ill hfe lias not sutiHliud Iiot, there is so much the more reason 
why she should not menUun it/* H'hcn Alice proiehied to herself that 
uo iuther, uu uuut, no J^ndy Midlutliian Klftiuld persuade her into a 
marriage of whieli she feared tlio couseqneucrs. Itut Lady Glencora 
had nmdo for herself c:cuu>es which were not nltogcUicr untrue. She 
hod keen very young, mid hud keen terribly weigliied with Imt wealth. 

And it suomcil to Alicu that her cousin had told her cvcrrthiug in 
Umt hour and a half tlmt they had benm together. She hud given a 
whole IdsLory of her husband and of hcrsclt. She hml said how indif* 
fermt lie Mas to her )>leu:»nrrs, uud how vainly she strove to interest 
liersclf in his pursuits. And thou, ms ret, she wus childless and without 
prosix^ct of u child, mIicu, us she hersidf had said,—so nmeh da- 
pcuucd on it/* Jt Mas Very sirnugc to Alice Unit nil this should 
Ivavo been already told to her. Aud why should Lady Oleucora 
tliiiik of Alice mTicu site walked out amoug tiio priory ruins by 
moonlight F 

Tiic two I10U19 seemed to be tott long,—as though she were psastug 
her time in absolute seclusiou nk Matching. Of courso slio did uot dare 
to go down filuins. Lut at lust her maid came to dress lier. 

** How do you got on lietow,*Jaue P ** her mistress asked her. 

''Why, Miss, they arc uucominou civil, and I <lon’t tliink after all it 
will be so bud. I\'c hud our teas very comfortable in tlio housekeepers 
room. 'I'iirre arc live or six of us altogether, all ladies**maids, Missj 
anil tho.re*s nothiug ou earth to do all the day long, only sit and do a 
little uccdlcsvork over the lii*c.'* 

A few mukulcs before eight Lady Glencora knocked at Alice’s door, 
uud look her tinn to lead her to the drawiiig*room. Alice saw that she 
wus magniUccutly dre^ssed, w ith an enormous expanse of robe, aud that 
Lot lucket hud beuu eo uiunogcd that no one could suspeot tbo presence 
of a grey luiir. Xudeed, with all her muguificence, she ISoked almost a 
child. '*Let me see/* slie said, as theyVeut down stain together. 

ril tell Jeffrey to take you into diuner. He’s about tlie easiest young 
]ntui we have here. He rather turns up his nose at everything, bul 
Umt docst/t make him llic less agreeable; does it, dearP—unlw he 
torus up liis nose at you, you knew/* 
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^But perliapB 'he wUL** 

; he won’t do that. That would be nnconrtooiia^^aad he'a the 
mo&t coarteoua man in the world. Tbore'a nobodj here, you see/* bHo 
said, as the; entered the room, ‘*aod I didn’t suppose there would he. 
It’s always proper to be Ural in one’s own house. 1 do so try to l)c 
propci'f^and it is such trouble. Talkio^ of people earning their breu<!, 
Alice ;^l’m sure I cam mine. Oh dear !*—what fuu it would be tii he 
sitting somewhere in Asinj eating a chiokcu with one’s fingers, uiui 
ligliting a big fire outside one’s tent to keen olT the lions ami tigers. 
Inuey your being on one side of the fire and the linns aud the tigers ui\ 
the otiior, grinning at you thnmgli Uie flames! ” Then Lady Glcncora 
strove to look like a lion, mid grinned at herself iu the glass. 

That sort of grin wouldn’t frighten me,” said Alice. 

** I dare say not. 1 liuvc been reading about it iu that woman’s 
travels. Oh| hem they iirc» nnd 1 niusiu’t make any nunii luces. 
Duchess, do come to ihu fire. 1 hope you’ve got worm again. This is 
my cousiui Miss Vavasor.” • 

The Duchess nradc a stiff little bow of coudcscciision, aud ilicu dc« 
chirod timt she was chamuiigly warm. ” X don’t know how you nmuugc 
iu your house, but the staircases arc so eoinfortable. Now at Longroy- 
stun we’ve iakuu all the trouble in the world,—put down hut-watrr 
[liprs all over the bouse, aud eveiwtlnng else that could be thought of, 
aud yet you can’t move about without meetjug with dniughts ut every 
corner of the passages.” Tlie Duchess s{>oko witli m enormous 
emphasis ou every other word, sometimes putting so great a stress on 
Rome spocial syllabic, as almost to faring her voice to a wliistle. 'J'his 
she hud done with tlio word ”pipes” to a great degree,—so that Alice 
never afterwards forgot the lioi-watcr pi|>cs of Iiongroystun. ” 1 was 
telling Lady Glencora, Miss I’alliser, thut 1 never kucw a house ao 
warm as this,—or, I'm sorry to say,”—and here the empba.sia was very 
strong on the word sorry,—” so cold as Longroyston.” Aud the tone 
in whtcli Longroyston was uttered would almost have drawn tears from 
. a critical audience in the pit of a playhouse. The Duchess was a woman 
of about forty, very handsome, hut wiU:i no meaning in her beauty, 
carrying a good fixed colour iu her face, which did not look like paint, 
but which probably bad received some little assistance from art. Bho 
was a well-built, sizeable woman, with good proportions nnd fine hcoii li, 
but a fool. She had addressed herself to one MUi I’aUiscr; hut two 
MUs Palliscrs, cousins of Blantagenfit PallUer, had entered the room at 
the same time, of whom I may say, whntcvor other traits of diaractcr 
they may have possessed, that at any rate they were not fools. 

”lt’8 always easy to warm a sman house like this,” said Miss Bab 
User, whose Christian names, unfortunately for her, were iphigcnin 
Thcodata, and w^o by her cousin and sister was called Ipby—” and I 
suppose coually difficult to warm a large one such as Longroyston.” 
llie other Miss PoUiMr Imd been christtmed Eupbemin. 

” We’ve got no ^ptt, Duchess, at any rote,” said Ludy Glencora; 
and Alice, as she, sat listeiungf thovght she disocrued in X^dy Glen- 
oora’s pronunciation of the word pipes on i^ost hidden imitatigu of ths 
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DaclieflsV wkistle. It must hsTe beoii so, &r at tbe mome&t Lad; 
Olenoorn’s c;o met Alice's for ao instant, and was then withdrawn, so 
tliat Alice was compelled to tl^lc tliai her friend and cousin was not 
alwftjs quite success rul in tliqsc struggles she made to bo proper. 

Then the gcntleincxi came iu ono ahor another, and olner ladies, till 
about thirty people were assembled* Mr. Palliser came up aud siioka 
unotlier woixl to Alice in a kind voice,—meant to exprou some sense of 
connciction if not cousinship. wife b^s been thinking so much of 

your coming. 1 hope wo shall bo able to oihuHC yon.** Alice, who had 
nlrcnJy legiio to feel desolate, was grateful, oud made up her mind that 
she would try to liko Mr. FallUcr. • 

JclTrc v PaUiser was almost the )a5t4n the room, but directly he entered 
Lady Gfcncorii gut up from her seat, and met him as he was coming into 
tlic crowd. * *'Yuu must lake my cousin, Alice Vavasor, into dinner,’* 
she said, 'Willyou oblige me lo*day • ** 

Yns;—us you ask ino like that.** 

** Tlicu try to make her oomfortsible.** After that she introduced 
them, uud Jeffrey i*alU»er stood opiicsilc lo Alice, talking to her, till 
dinner wus nTmoiiu(*eil 
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CllAPTER XXML 

DINNER AT UATCHINi} TlUORY. 

• 

Alice found herself sooted near to Ladv Glencora’s end of the table, 
and, in spite of her resolution to* like Mr. Palliscr, slie was not sorry 
that sucli an arrangement had been made. Mr. Palliser bad taken the 
Duchess out to dinner, and Alice wished to be as far removed as pos¬ 
sible from her Qncc. tihe found herself seated between her bespoken 
friend JcHrey I’alliscr, and^e Duke, ^nd as soon Os she was seated, 
Lady Gleucora introduced ncf to her second neighbour. **My cousiu, 
Duke/* Lady Glcncom said, and a terrible Kadical.*' 

**Oh, indeed; Pni glad of that. \7e*re sadly in want o( u few lead¬ 
ing Itadirals, and perluips I may be able* to gain one now/* 

Alice tbought of her cousin Gcoi^, and wished that he, instead of 
herself, w as silting next to the Duke of Si. Bungay. ^^But Pm a&aid 
I nevea shall bo a Icadiug Radical,^* she said., 

You shall lead me at uny mte, if you will,** sud ha. 

** As the little dogs lead the blind man,** said Lady Gleucora. 

. ^No^Iiudy GicDcoro, not sc. But as the prettv women lead the men 
who have eyesdn their head. There is nothing iwout ao much, l^s. 
Vavasor, as to become a Radical.;—if I only kucw bolS'/* 

J flunk it*8 very easy to know how,** said Alice. • 

Do JOT P 1 don't.* Pve voted for ifvery liberal meaaore that has 
come seriously before parliament since 1 had a seat in either House 
and Pvc not ice &ble to get beytmd Wh^gery yet/* 
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^^Hare jou Toted for ike ballot? ** askod Alice» ulmost tvcinbllufr ni 
ber own a^aci^ as ske pot ike quostioo. 

Well; OQ, I’to not. And 1 aiippost that is the cn\x. Bot tko 
ballot has never been sorionsl; brought before any House in wliioU 1 
lutTc sat. 1 liate it with so keen a private hatred that 1 doubt whether 
1 could vote for it." 

But the Itadicals love il>" ftakl Alice. 

Bulliscr/’ said the Bukci apeaking loudly from bis end of i\)t table* 
told you cou uever be cutitliKl to call yourself o Badicul till you’ve 
voted fw the ballot." 

** I don’t want to he called a Bnilicah" said Mr. Palliser,—‘'or to be 
called imything at all." 

"Bxcqit Chancellor of the £xchcc{ucr/* ftqid Lady Glcucom* in a 
low voice. 

“And ihat’a about tlio Tinrst ambltioa by which a man can bo 
moved," said the Duke. “The muu who con manage the pur^io* 
Btriiigs of tins country can manage anything*" Then tliut conversation 
dropnod, nnd the Duke uto Ins dmner. 

"1 XV 03 c.spcciully commissioned to amuse you," said Mr. JelTrey 
Palliscr to Alice. “ But wlien I nudertook live task I hud no concep* 
tiou that you would be culling Citbinct Ministers over the ooals about 
their politics." 

"1 did uotbiog of the kind, surely, Mr. Palliscr. I suppose nil 
Badicala do vote for the ballot, and that*a why I said it." 

“ Your deTmitiou was perfectly just, 1 dare say, ouly 

“ Otfly what ? " 

“ Ijiidj Gteneora need not liavc been so anxious to provide spcomlly 
for your amusement. Not but what Fin very much obliged to Her,**^i 
course. But, Miss Vavasor, unfortunately Vm not a politician. 1 
haven’t n chance of a scat in the House, and so J despise ^lilies." 

“Women are not allowed to be politicians in this country." 

“Thank God, they can’t do much in that way^—not directly, I 
mean. Only tbmk where wo should bo if we hud a feminine House of 
Commons, with feminine debates, cacyiod on, of course, with femiuino 
courtesy. My cousins Iphy and X’bcmy th^ns would of course be mein« 
hers, lou don’t know them yet ? " 

“ No; not yet. Are they politicians ? " . 

“Not especially. They have their tondetieics, which are dopldedly 
Liberal. There has never been a Tory Palliser known, jfou know. But 
tltey are too clever to give tbccnsclvea up to anythins in which they can 
do nothing. Being women they live a depressed Qfe, devoting tliem- 
selves to uteraturej Cue arts, social econcmiy, and the abetraot sciences. 
They write wonderful letters; but I' believe their oorresp on deuce lists 
ore quite full, so that you have no chance at present cf getting on either 
of them." ^ * 

I haven't the sli^test pretension to ask for such an bonoor."^ 

Ob! if you mean because you don't know them* that has uothiug to 
do with it" - • 

“ But' I hare no claim either private or public." 
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Lu Qotbiug to do vak it either. TUej don't at all seek people 
of note os tlicir corresnondcnls. Free cotnmiiulcalioii vith all tlie 
Tvorld ia their motto, niia Itowhuid Hill ia the god they ivorHliip. Ooly 
they have been forced to guard tliemsolvea omiuat too great an accession 
of paper and ink. Arc you fund of vriting iettors, Mias Vavasor ?'' 
lea, to iny friends; but 1 like getting them letter." 

I shrewdly suspect they don't rt^ halt wlmt they get. Ia it pos¬ 
sible any one hUouIu go through two sheets of paper filled by our friend 
the Duchess there Y No; their delight is in writing. They sit each at 
her desk after brcidihiat, uad go on im lunch. The] 1 ^ is a little rivalij 
between then), nut cipre&scd to each other, but visible to tbeir frieuds. 
I[>hy c<^rtidiily docs get oIT the greater number, and I’m told crosses 
quilc ns often as Phemy/but thou she has tlie udvaulngo of a bolder 
und n larger hand.’' 

“ Do they write to you ? " 

01), dear no. I duu’t tliiuk they ever write to any relative. Tlioy 
don't discuss family affairs and suob to))ic8 os that. Architecture goes 
a lur\g way with them, and whether women ought to be clerks in punlio 
ofiices. ipliy has certain American oorrespondeals that take up 
much of her time, but she acknowledges alio does not read their 
leUers.*’ 

*' Tlicn I cciioiiily shall not write to her.'* 

But you are not American, X hope. 1 do bate the Americans. It's 
the oiily sti*oug nolitic;d feeling 1 havu. 1 went there onoe, and found I 
eouldu't live W'lln them on any terms." 

" But they please thcnisulvcs. i don't see they are to bo listed be- 
cause they don’t live after our fashion." 

" Oh! it's jealousy, of course. 1 know that. I didn't come across a 
cab-driver who wasn’t a much better educated mau thau I am. And as 
i^ir their w'omcn, they know every tiling. But I bated them, and 1 in¬ 
tend to hate them. You haven't been there P " 

"Oh no." 

" llieiL I w'ill make bold to say that any English lady who spent a 
moutli with them and didn't kaio them would have very sbgular tastes. 

X begin to tliink they'll cat each other up, and then therejl come au 
lutiroly new set of people of a differeut sort. I always regarded the 
BLoLes as a Sodom and Gomorruh, prospering in wickedness, on wlii^ 
lire and brimstone were sure to fail sooner or later." 

" 1 tliiuk ihat'a wicked.'* 

" I am wicked, as Topsj useil to saji. Do you bunt t * 

" No." 

" Do you shoot f ” 

Shoot 1 What—with a gnu t " 

" Fes. 1 was staying in a bouse last week with a^lady who shot a 
good deni." 

" No; I don't shoot." 

Do you ride f " 

" No i I wish 1 did* 1 bare never ridden bemuse Tve no one to 
ride with me." 
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Do you drive P ” 

•‘No; 1 douH drive either." 

Theu wliat do you do P " 

'*1 sit at home uud— 

Meud your sioctiiiga ? " 

‘‘No; do that, because it*s disasroeable; but I dotrorkt 

good deal. Sometimes 1 have amused myaoJf by reading/^ 

‘‘Ah! they never do ilial here. 1 have heard iimt tliere is a libraryi 
but the clue to it has been lost^ aud noIxKly uow knows the wav. X 
dim*t believe in libraries. Nobody ever goes inlo a library to read, any 
inun: tlimi }ou would iuto a larder to cut. But thero ia tins riid'emicc; 
—the food you couMunc does come out of tho larders, but the books 
you road never come out of the libraries.'* 

“ Ex 00 Jit Mudie's," wad Alice. 

“ All, yes; he*s the great librarian. And you mean to read all tho 
lime you uro lioir, Miss Vavasor P ** 

**} luoan to walk about the priory rains sometimes.** 

“ Then }ou must go by imHinliglit, oud TU go with you. Only isn’t 
it iiither lute in the ynu' for thatP" 

**I should tliiuk it is,—for you, Mr. Pulli'‘er." 

“ Thou the Duke S]M)kc to her ogaia, sioi she found that she got on 
very well during diuiier. But she c. *..*d not but fee) angry with 
borsclf in that she had any fear ou the subjectand yut she could not 
divest lirrsclf of that foai'. She acknowleond to herself that slic was 
coiisdous of a cortnin inferiority to Lady (iitneora aud to Mr. Jedixsy 
Bhllisrr, which ulmost made lier unhappy. As regarded the Duke on 
tin* other aide other, she bad no frucb kcUng. lie was old oiiougli to 
be lier fat her, and was u Cubinol Minister; therefore he was eiilitlud to 
hot reverence. But Jiow was it Ihut she could not help accepting the 
Ollier people round her as being ludeed su{>orior to horselfP Was slie 
roully ieaniiug to bclic\c iliat ^he could grow upwards by their 
sunlight P 

“ Jeffrey is a pleasant fellow, is he not ? ** said Ijady Cilencoru to her 
cs tiiCY passed buck through the billiard>rt>om to the uruw iijg-i'oom. 

“ Very pleasanta iiitic sarcastic, perhaps." 

"I should tiiiuk you would soon iiiia yoursnlf able to get Ihc better 
of (hat if he tries it upau you," raid Lady (ilrncora; and then the ladies 
were all iu the drawing-rouai together. 

“It is quite deliciously warm, coming (rooi one room to another," 
said the Duchess, puttiug the empbasb ob the “one" and the 
« otlier." 

“Then we had better keep emiliuually moving," said a coHain 
Mrs. Conway Spsrkca, a literary lady, who had been Tcry liondsomc, 
who was still Tirw clever, who was not perhaps veij good-natured 
und of whom the Duress of St. Bungay was rather afraid. 

“I hope we may ^ warn here too," said Lady Ulenoora. 

“But not deliciously warm," said Vlrs. Conway Sparkes. 

“It makes tne irentble in every limb when Mrs. Sparkes att^ki 
Itm," Jiudy (jlvncora said to Alieo in Ahoe*B own room tbit 
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for I know shell isll Die Duke; and he'll Dill that tall man with 
red liuir, whom you see afanding about, and the tall man with red 
hair will tell Mr. PallLser. and then I shall catch it." 

And who Vi the tall man with red hair f " 

"lie's A politicAl link between the Duke and Mr. PallUer. Ilia 
name is llotl. and lie's n member of parlianieat.^' 

"But why feliould he interfereP" 

" I suppose it's his bnsiiirss. I don't quite understand all the ins 
and outs of it. I hclicro he's to be ouo of Mr. Palliscr's private 
srrrclaricrs if he boconica Chancellor of the Exchequer. Perhaiis he 
dooMi't tcll;^only I think he does oil the same. He always culls me 
Lndy (jlcu^cowrcr. He comes out of Lancashire, and mrulc calico ns 
lou^ AS he could i^ct any cotton." Bui this happened in the bcd>room. 
nuu we must go hack fur a while to the drawing-room. 

Tlie Duchess hud luiidc no answer to Mrs. Sparkes. nnd so nothing 
fiirllicr was said about, the WAriiith. Nor. indeed, was there any con* 
veisaliou that was comforlabty general llic nntnhnr of ladies lu the 
room was too great for that, and Indies do not divide tlirmselves nicely 
into small parties, as nuni and women do when they are mixed. Lady 
Gleiicora behaved pretty by tcUiug the Duchess nil about her pet 
plieaHAJils; Mia. Couwny Sparkes imd ilUiiaturcd talcs of someone to 
Miss Buplismm Pulliscr; one of the Duchess's dmighters walked off to 
n dislaiit pimio with an admiring friend and touched n few notes; while 
J{iliigoiii» IVIliscr boldly took up a book, and ]ilaccd herself At a table. 
Alice, who was sitting oriposite to Z«ady Glcuc<ira, began to Speculate 
wild her she might do tlicbamc; but her courage funed her, and slio 
sat on, telling hcwlf that she was out of her element. "Alice 
Vavasor," said liady Glencora after a whi]<^, sudJeuly, and iu a some* 
whut loud voice, "can you plnj billiardsP" 

"No," said Alice, rather startled. 

" Then you ahall learn to-night, and if nobody else will teach you, 
you sliatl be my pupil" ‘\Vhcrcu)Ma Lady Glencora rang the bell 
Aud ordered that tlie billiard-tahic might be got ready. " Vou'U play, 
Duchess, of course," said Lady Qlcucora. 

"It is so nice and warm, that 1 think I will," said the Doohess; 
hut us she spoke she looked suspiciously to that part of the room where 
MfSreonway Sparkes was sitting. 

"Let us all may," said Mrs. Conway Sparkes, "and then it wiQ be 
nioox,^aiid iicrliaps waracr, too." 

The gentlemen joined them just os they were settling Ihemsolvee 
round the table, aim ns many of them stayed there, the Dilliard*iDom 
became full Alice had first a cue put into her hand, and making 
nothing of that was permitted to play with a mace. The duty M 
instructing her devolved ou Jeffrey Palliser, and the next hour passed 
pleasantly;—not so pleasantly, she thought afterwards, aa did some of 
those hours in Switserland when her cousins were with her. all, 
she could get more out of her life with such associates as them, than 
she could with any of these people at Motohuig. She felt quite sure 
of tlmt;-•though Jeffrey rolliser did take great trouUo to teaeb. her 
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tlie ftud once or twico made her laugh Itcnrtilj by qui»siiig the 
Duchess's attitude as she stood un to make her stroke* 

** 1 wish 1 could play billiards, said Mrs. Sparkes; ou cue of these 
occasions; “ 1 do indeed ” 

** I thought you said you were coiniDg to play/* said Ibo Duelicxs, 
utmost iiKijcstically, and with a tone of triumpu evidently produced hy 
hc’* own successes* 

Only Ui see your Grace/* said Mrs. Sparkes. 

1 don't know that there is anything more to see iu me than in 
anybody else/’ said the Duchess. ^*Ur. Palliser, that was a caiinoD. 
W ill you mark that for our side** 

Oh no, Duchess, yon hit the same ball twice.’* 

Very well I suppose Miss Vavasor plays now. That was 

a miss. IVitl you mark ihut, if you please? ” This latter demand was 
niude with grout stress, us Ihouffh she liad been defrauded in the mutter 
of the cannon, and wua oWyed. Before long, the Duchm with her 
partiKT, Lady Ulencora, Avon the gamc,~wInch fuel, however, was, I 
think, owing rullier to Alice’s ignorunoc than to her Uraec’s bkill. The 
Duchess, however, w'as very tnumphaul, und made her way buck into 
the drawings mom with a step which seemed (o declare loudly tliut she 
had trumped Mrs. Sparkes ut last. 

Kot long after this the ladies went up stairs on their way to l)cd* 
Many of them, perhaps, did not go to their pillows ril once, us it was 
ii.H vet not eleven o’clock, and it was past ten when they nil came down 
to bi enkfast. At auy rate, Alice, who hud been up at seven, di<l not go 
to bed then, nor Tor the next two hours. 11) come into your room 
just fur ouc minute,” Lady Glcueora suid us she passed on from the 
door to her own room; aua in about five roiitutes rbc was back with 
Lcr cousin. Would you mind going into my room^it’s just tlirrc, 
and sitting with Lllen for a minute?” This Lady Glencora said iu 
the swccicat possible tone (o Uio girl who Avas wailing ou Alices and 
Him, w hen they were alone together, slic got itito a lillle cliair hy the 
fireside and prepared herself for couversaiion. 

must keep you up for a quarl<^ of nu hour while I tell you 
something. But first of nil, how do you like the people ? IVill you 
bo nblc to be comfortable with them?” Alice of Couisc md lliat 
she thought she would; and then there came tbut lilllo iti^cnsbiou 
iu which the duties of Mr. Bott, the niau with the red hair, vrero 
described. 

” But I’ve got BORicthing to tell you/* said Lady Glcueora, when 
they bad alroM^ been there some twenU minutes. ” Sit down oj)i>asite 
to me, and look at the fire while 1 look at you.” 

** Is it anything tarrible F ” 

It's uoUiiiig wrong.” 

Oh, Lad^ ulencon, if ii*s 

1 won’t nave you call mo Lady Glencora. Don't I call you Alice P 
Why are you so Ainkiud to me P 1 liave not come to you now asking 
you to do for me anything that yon ought not to do.” 

^*But yon are gomg to tell me something*” Alice felt sure that 
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Uio thing to be told would liarc soinn roh^rcncc to Ur. FHxgerald^ 9 
and rIic md not wish to hear Ur. Fitig<:ndd*s naino from her cousin's 
lips. 

TftU you somethingof course I am. Tni going to tell you that, 
•^tliat iu writing to you thn other I wi^te a lib. But it wasn’t 
that I wished to drccirc youonly I couldn't sav it all in a letter.'’ 

** Say all what ? " 

You know I confessed that T had been very bad in not coming to 
you iu London hist year." 

** 1 never thought of it for a moment." 

" You did not care whrthcr I came or not; was that it P But never 
mind. Why should you have cared P But 1 did. 1 told yem iu my 
hitter that I didn't conic because 1 hud so iimny things uu liund. (it 
course that was a iih." * 

" Kvc] 7 body makes excuses of ilmt kind/' said Alice. 

''But they don't make them <0 the very jicopie of all others whom 
they want to know and love. I was longing to came to you o\cry (lay. 
But I feared 1 cuidd not come without apeukii^ of him i-^nnd 1 had 
determined never to speak of him agaitL*' This she said in tbiil 
peculiar low voice vvliich aim assuim^ at times. 

"Thai whv do it now, Jjady Glciiconi?" 

"I won't be onlled Lady Ulemsora. Call me Cora. I had a sinler 

once, older iliriu I, and she used to call me Cora. If she )iad lived-• 

But never mind tliiit now. $hc didn't live. Dl tell you why 1 do it 
now. Because 1 niiuiot liHn it. Besides, Vve met him. Tve heeii in 
the same nium with him, anu have spoken to iiitii. 'VVhat's the goud 
of tiny such resolution iiuw P" 

"And you have met him P" 

"Yes; he—Mr. Patlisor,—knew all aljout it. When lie talked of 
taking me to the liousc, 1 wbihpered to him that 1 thought Burgo 
would be there.” 

"Do not call him by his Christian immr/* said Alicr, almost with a 
shudder. 

** Why not P—why rot his Cliristian name ? I did when I told my 
nuslnind. Or perhai»s 1 said Ihirgo Futevndd.” 

" Well," 

"And lie bade me go. Ife said it didn’t signify, and that I had 
boltiT learn to hear iU Bear it, indeed! If I am to meet him, and 
bjH.uik to him, uud look at him, surely I may meutiou his name.” And 
I lien she jiaused for uu answer. ** Jlnv I not ? ” 

" Wliat am 1 to say ? ” exclaimed Alice. 

"Anything you ]>Vasc, that’s not a falsehood. Bui I’vo got you 
here b^auMt i don't itiink you will tell a falsehood. Oh, Alice, 1 
do so want to go right, and it is so hard! ” r ‘ 

Hard, indeed, poor creature, for one ai/weighted she had been. 
And scut out into the world with so small advantages of previous 
(raining or of present frieiulsliip! Alice began (0 feel now that she had 
been enticed to Alatcking Prioiy because her eousm wanted a frrend. 
and of course she could not refuse to give the friendship that was askea 
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from her. She cot up from her chair, and kocclmg down at the oi]icr*e 
feet put up licr mee and kieacd her. 

1 knew jo\i would be good to me,^ said Lndr Glcncoru. ** I knew 
▼ou would. And jou ma; ea; wlioterer ;ou like. But I could not 
Dear that you should not know the real reason why I nrillicr canio to 
you nor scut for you after we went to London. You'll come to mo 
now; won't you, dear?” 

**Yrs;*-und you'll come to said Alice, making in her mind a 
sort of bargain tliat she was not to bo received into Mr. F»dlisur’s 
liouse after the faaliiuu in vliioh Lady Midlothian had proposed lo 
rccel\c her. Bui it sli'uck her at ouco that tiiis w'as unworthy of her, 
and ungenerous. ''Bui I'll come to you/' aho added, "whether you 
come lb me or not." 

" i will go to you," said Lady Glcncora, ** of course,—why shouldn't 
IP But you know wliat 1 incnii. A Vo slioll have dinners and paillca 
and lots of people." 

" And we slinll have none," said Alice, smiling. 

"And therefore there is so much more cxcuso for your coming lo 
me I—or rather 1 mcmi so much more reason, for I doat want CACUses. 
Well, dear, I'm so glad 1'to told you. I was afraid to ace you 
in London. I should hardly have known how to look at you then. 
But Tre got over that now." Then she smiled aud returuod the 
kiss wliiclt Alice hod given her. It was singular to see her standing 
on the bed-room rng with all her magiuhccuce of dress, but with her 
hair pushed back behind her cars, and her em red with tears,—as 
though the burden oi the magnifiectico remaiuea lo her alter its purpose 
was over. 

" 1 dreinrn it's ever so much past twelve. Good-night, now, dear. 
I wonder whether he's como up. But 1 sliould have licurd his step if 
he iiud. He never treads hfpiily. He seldont gives over work till 
after one, and sometimes on tiU throe, it's (ho only thing 
ho likes, I bclicTc. God biess you I good-uight. I’ve such a dem 
more to say to you; and Alice, you must t<dl me sonicLhiug about 
yourself, too^ won't you, dear?" Then without waiting for an 
answer Lady GIcneora went, leaving iUico in a masc of iHuvudernicnt. 
She could hardly believe that all she hud heard, oud all she had douCf 
had happened linee aha left Queen Anne Street that rooming. 
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CnAlT'KJl XXTV. 

TOLITICIANS* 

Mu. Pallueb was ouc of those politicians iu possessing whoai 
Knglaud htia perhaps more rcasou to be nmud llian of any other of her 
resources, aud who, ns a body, avc to licrthat rxquisiUi combination 
of conserrutism and progress which is her prcsriit strength and best 
aceurity for the future. He could afford to learn to be a stutcbman, 
aud hod iho industry wanted for sanh Iniining. Hu was born in tlic 
purple, noble himself, and heir to the highest rank as welt as one of 
the greatest fortunes of the countrr, already very rich, surrounded hv 
all (he temptations of luxury and pleasure; and yet he devoted liiniseif 
to work with the grinding cuci^y of a young juumilrsa huitistiu* 
labouring for u penuitess wife, and did so willtout any luotivo more 
selfish than timl of being counted in the roll of the public servauts of 
England. Uo was not a brilliant man, and undcrsluod well llmt such 
was tlio ease. He was now listened to in the House, us the phrase 
goes; but he was listened to as a hiborimis man, who was in earnest 
m what he did, who got up his fuels uilli accuracy, and who, dull 
though he he, was wortliv of c<u)fidenre. And he was >cry dull. Ho 
ruther prided himself on Doing dull, and on conquering in spite of his 
dulucsa. He never altowca himself a joke ui his spcuclics, nor 
attempted even tlic sinallest flourish of rhetoric, lie was veiy careful 
in his louguagr, hihourhig night aud day to learn to express hinibdf 
with ncourncT, with uo needless repetition of words, perspicuously 
witli regard lo the spc6iul object ho might liave in view. He had 
1 aught nimsclf to beliuvo that oratory, as oratory, was a sin against 
that honcety in politics by which he strove lo guide himsslf. He 
desired to use words for iho purpose of leaching things which he 
kucw and which others did not know; aud he desired also to be 
honoured for his knowledge. Sut he had no desire to be honoured 
for the language in wbirh his knowledge was conveyed. He was on 
uprigiit, tliin, laborious man; who by lira parts alone could have served 
no political party mat ciially. but whose p&rts were * sufficient to make 
his education, integrity, and industry usefui in the highest degree. It 
is the trust which bucli men inspire which makes tlicni so scrvieesblc; 
—trust not only iu their labour,«^fDr any man rising from the mass 
of the people may be cqimUj laborious, ^^or yet simply in their 
• honesty and patriotism. The confidence is given to their labour, 
honesty, and patriotism, joined to such a personal stake iu the country 
118 gives them a weight and ballast which uo politician m England can 
possess without it. 

If he was dull as a statesmmi he was more dull in private life, and 
it may bo imagined that such a woman ns his wife would find some 
difficulty in making his society the source of her happiueaSt Their 
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niarriag^f ia a point of tiew regarding busiuessy Iiad been a complclo 
success,—oud a succesi, ioc^ wlien on tbo one aide, tliut of httij 
Glencora^ there hnd been terrible ciangora of sbipvrccic, and when oa 
hLs side olao there had been acme little fears of a niislinp. As regards 
her it Las bcrji told Low near she went to tLrowiug licrsclf, willi all 
Lct vast wealth) into the arms of a young man, wi^om no futInT, uo 
guardian could have regarded as a velLciioscn husband for aiij girl; 
^uno wbu as yet Lad shown no good (luaJitics, who iiod been u spend* 
tlirirt, unprincipled, and debauched. Alas, she had loved him! It is 
possible timt her lore and her wcollh might b«irc turned him from evil 
to good. But who would have veiiturca to risk her,—I will not sny 
her and her vast iuhcritouccs,— on such a chaucuf That evil, liow- 
ever, laid been prevented, and those about her luid nianngrd to nmrry 
her to a young nnm, vorv steady by nature, with worldly prosneclH os 
brilliunt as hcrow'u, ana with a station than which the world ofl'ers 
iiollmig higher. Ilis little tbrcateiied iniseliancc,—a passing fmioy 
fur a inamcd ludv who was too wise to receive vows which were 
prolTercd not in tnc most ardent manner,—had, from si>eciul reasons, 
given some little alaim to his uncle, which had just sufliced at tliu 
time to make so very judicious a nnmngo doubly pleusauL to that 
noble duke. So that nil tbiugs and all i>eopic hud couspired to 
ehow'iT subslaniiul eoniforis on the heads of this couple, wlitni they 
WTre joined tr^gethev, and men and women liiid not yet ceased to declare 
bow happy were both in the uccnmulitled gi^s of fortune. 

Audfis regards Ur. Pulliscr, J think that Iiis married life, and the 
wife, whom he ccrUiiuiy had not chosen, but who had dropped upon 
him, suited him admirufily. lie wanted great vreullh for that posiliou 
at W'hich he aimed. IIo bod been rich before his man ingo wntli his 
own wealth,—so rich that he could throw thoueunds away if ho 
wished it; but for him and his career was nerdtd that cfjlobhal wealth 
which would make men tulk about it,—which would ucrcssituie an 
cIpunsiVC* expenditure, leaclimg far and wide, doing uotiiiug, or less 
ihun Dothiug, for bis own personal comfort, but giving to him ut onco 
that rock-like solidity which is so nccijsaiy to our gjrat ariMocruUo 

E 'liticians. And hia wife was, as far as he knrw, all 1))Ht he desired. 

chad not dabbled much in the fountains of Venus, (hough bo had 
forgoUiU himself once, and sinned in coveting another n ion's wife. But 
Jus sin then had hardly polluted bis uuturid character, and his desire 
Lad been of a kind which w'os almost more gratilied in its disappoint- 
ment than it would have been in its fruition. On the morning after 
the lady had frowued on him he bad told himself that lie w'as very 
well out of that trouble. He knew that it would nerer be for liiui to 
hang up on the wailfl of a temple a well-worn lute as a votive offering 
when leaving the pursuits of love. Idoncus pucllis he never could 
have bf^n. 8<f be married Lady Glencura and was satisfied. The 
story of Burgo fitzgerald was told to him, and he suppased that 
most girls bad some such story to IcU* He thought little about it, 
and by no means understood ber when she said to him, with all the 
iB^nessiveneM whidi she oould throw into the words, You must 



170 


CAK too tov^in snP 


Vnoyr tliut 1 bavo real); lorod liiai.** ‘‘You must love be 

barl rr[)licd with A anule; and then, 83 regarded bia mind, the Ihiog 
^vas aver. And ainco hb marriage lie bad tbonglit that tbinga 
nmtrinioniol had gone well wiib bim, and witli ber too. Ue nvc her 
almoit unlimited power of enjojuig ber mone^i and interfered but little 
in her wuy of life. Sonictiinea be would saj a word of caution to her 
with rofcrciico to those childish waja which hardly became t!io dull 
dignity of his position ; mid his words then would have in them some- 
(hiug of uaiiitcntioiud severity,—whctlicr mstigiited or not by the 
rcd'iiHircd Kudicul member of parliament, I will not pretend to say 
but on the whole be was contented and loved his wife, as be thought, 
very heartily, and at least better than he loved any one else. Due 
cause of uuhappiuoss, or rather one doubt as to his entire good rortuuo, 
nas heginuiag to make itlclf felt, as his wife bud to her sorrow ulreudy 
discovered, ilo bml hoped that before this bo might have beard that 
she would give him a child. But the days were young yet for that 
ti*oiiblo, and the care had not become a sorrow. 

Bui Uiis judicious nrnmgeincnt as to properties, Ibis well-ordered 
alliauec hoi ween familioH, had not ficrha|is suited her as well ns it hud 
suited him. I think that she iniglit have Icunied to forget her early 
lover, or to look buck upon it with a soft melancholy hardly amounting 
to I'cgrcf, liad her new lord been more louder in bis ways with lier. 1 
do not know tliat Ijady Glencora*a heart was made of that stern stuff 
which refuses to clmugo its impressions; but it wa.s a heart, and it 
required food. To love and fondle some onc.^to bo loved and fondled, 
were absolutely necessary to her happiness. She wanted the little daily 
URsurmice of her 6uprcnuu:y in the man’s feelings, tlic conslant touch of 
love, half accidental hull* contrived, the passiug glance ot the eye ielling 
Itcrhap5 of some little joke understood oiilv betweeu them two rather 
ihau of hive, the soft ness of an occasional kiss given here aud iliorc 
when cluuiiM^ might bring them together, some hmi-pretended iutercst 
in her lililo (lames, a nod, n wiuk, a bhuke of the head, or even a 

C 'Ont. It should Imve been given to ber to feed ufton sueli food as 
his daily, mid thrn sbo would have forgotten Burgo Fitzgerald. 
But blr. I’alliscr tmdciwtood none of these things; aim tberuforo the 
image of Burgo ritzgcrald in all his beauty was over before ber eyes. 

But not the less was Mr. I'alliscr a prosperous man, ns to Uie success 
of wlioRc career few now who knew aim had [ much doubt. It tniglit 
be written in the book of his destvny tliat he would have to nasa 
through some violent domestic trouble, some ruin in tbe bopea ot liis 
bonie, of a nature to destroy then and fur ever the worldly prospects of 
otlicr men. But be was one who would pass throng snob violence, 
should it come upon bun, without much scathe. To lose liia influence 
with bis paii v would be. worse to him than to lose bis wife, and pubUc 
disgrace would lut him liorder ilian private dishonour. i 
And the present was the very moment in wbieb saccesa was, as was 
said, coining to him. He had already held laborious olBee under tbe 
Cron II, hut^d never sat in the Cabinet, lie bad worked much bar^ 
than Cabinet Uioisters generally work,—but hitherto had work^ 
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without asy roward that waa worth his Iiavlaj^. For the stipeud wliicli 
ho bad rcceiTcd had been nothing to hiu)>—as llio great sti}>cu(l wliicli 
he would reooirei if his hopes were truc^ would also bo ootlung to Imn 
To have asoondanej OTer other men, to be knuwu by his counVrjiucn ns 
one of their real rulers, to hare an actual and acknowledged voice in 
the management of nations,—those were tlio rewards for whiv.U he 
looked; and nowin truth it aecmed as though they were conoiig to 
him. it was alt but known that the existing Cliancellor of the Kxclicnucr 
would separnto himself from tim govemnieut, carrying various otlicrs 
willi him, either before or immediately consequent on the luceliiig of 
parliament ;»aud it was all but known, also, tliut Mr. Fall iscr would 
lill his place, tukit^; that liigli oflico at ouct, oltliough ho had ucvi r 
hitherto sat in that august Oftsambiy which men call the Cabinet. Jio 
oould thus afford to put up witli the small eWy-dnv cnlamity of having 
t wife who loved another man better Ihau she loved him. 

The presenoc of the Duke of St. Bungay at wus assumed 

to bo a sure sign of Mr. Falliscr*s coming triumph, The Duke was a 
statesman of a very diffemit class, but he nUo bad bmt ( luiurndy 
successful as au aristocratic pillar of the Briiiali Const ituiiomil Kepublio. 
Ho was a minister of very many years' ataiidiug, being ils used to 
cubiuet sittings as other meu are to tbeir owu arm chairs; ))ut he had 
never bean a liard*working man. Tliough a constant polilichm, Im had 
ever taken politics casr wdiothcr in ollicc or out. The world had said 
before now that the i>uke might be J’rcmicr, only timt lie would not 
take the trouble. lie had been con suited by a very diafanguislicd 
|>crsoQ,**-so the papers )md said more than once,—as to the nmking of 
prime ministers. His voice in council was esteemed to be very great. 
He wos regarded as a strong rock of support to the liberal cause, and 
yet nobody ever knew what he did; uor was there mucth record of wimt 
Lc said. The offices which ht held, or had lielJ, were genorully those 
to which no very arduous duties were uttaobed. la severe debates he 
never took upon himself the bnmt of opposition oratory. What ho 
said in the House was generally short aud pleasant,—witli some sliulit, 
drolling, uuder^current of nntujurious satire ruuniug through it. But 
be was a walking miracle of tim wisdom of of)uimon sciihc. He never 
lost bis temper. Uc never made roistakca. He never grew either liot 
or cold in a cause. Ho was never reckless in politics, aud never 
cowardly. Uc snubbed no man, and took snubbmgs from no man. He 
was a Knight of the Garter, a Lord Lieutenant of liis county, uud at 
iiitj'two lud his digestion nnimpaired and his estate in excel(cirt order. 
He was a great bayer of pictures, which, pcrhnps, he did not under¬ 
stand, and a great eollector of books wliich certainly be never read. 
All the world respected him, and he was a man tu whom the respect of 
all the world was as tbe breath of his nostrils* 

But oven lioswas not without his peacock on the wall, liis skeleton 
in Uia closet, bis tbom iu lus side; though the peacock did not scicaiu 
loud, the skeleton was not very terrible m his anatomiod arruugement, 
nor was the Umh likely to fester to a gangrene. The Duke was always 
in awe ^nt bis wife* 
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ITo was ever uncosj about hia wife, but it must not be inipposed that 
.10 fciired tlio macliinatioiis of anv Burgo Fitzgerald as being destructive 
of his donioalic oomforl. The Duchess wosj and always bod been, all 
that is i>n)f)cr. Ladies in high rank, when gifted with excelling beauty, 
have oricu been made the in&rka of undi^erved calumny ;«*but uo 
breath of slander Jiad ever touched lier uouic. I doubt if any man 
alive LjuI ever Imd the coura^ even to wiuk at her since the Duke luul 
61*51 culled her his own. Nor wab she a s|)cudthn[t, or a gambler. 
S])o ivjis not fust in her lasicSi or given to any pursuit that was 
objectionable. 81 ig was aimplv a fool, and as a foot was ever fcarijig 
tliat she was the mark nf ridicule, la all such miseries she would 
complain snrroufully, pitconsly, and occasionally very angrily, to her 
dear Duke and protector) .tiU sometimes her dear Duke did uot riuitc 
know wliat to do with her or how to protect her. It dlil not suit iiim, 
a Knight of the Gaider and a Duke of St. Bungay, to beg mercy for 
that pour wife of his from such a one us Mis. Conway Sparkes) nnr 
would it be luuro in Ids way to lodge a formal eomplauit against that 
lady before hia host or hostess,—os ouc boy at school may Hometimes do 
us regards uuotlicr. Jf you donH like the people, my dear, wo will 
go away,*' lie said to her lute on that evening of which we have apokci}. 

No,** bhe replied, ** 1 do not wish to go away. 1 buvo said tiiat wo 
would slay till IVcniiber, uud Longroystou wou*t be ready before that. 
But 1 think tliat somctliing ought to be done to silcuco that woman.** 
And the acccut cunic sli’ong iii^u somciliiug/* and then uguin with 
terrific violence upon •• woman.” 

The X)ukc did not know how to silence Mrs. Conway Sparkes. It 
WAS u great principle of his life never to bo angry with anyone, flow 
could he get ut Mrs. Conway ^orkesP ** I don't think she is worth 
your atteutinn,’* said the husband. ** That's all very well, Duke,** said 
tlio wife, ” and perhaps she is not. But 1 Ihid her in this huusi*, and 1 
don't like to be laughed at. I think Lady Ulcucora should make her 
know her place.** 

Lady Glencorn is very young, my dear.” 

” I don't know about being so very yohiig,” said the Duchess, 
whose car liad perhaps caughf some htUc liiut of poor Lady Glen* 
cora*s almost uniutcutional mioiicrj. Now as appeals of this kind 
were being made frequently to the Duke, And as he was olten 
driven to suy some word, of which he him^f baldly approved, to 
some one in protection of his Duchess, he was aware Uiai tbo matter 
was an onnoyouee, and at times almost wished that her Groce was at 
^Lougioystou. 

And tlicre was a tliird poUticiaa staying at Matching Prioir who had 
^ never yet viauii lu the luuk of a sWdesxnan, but who had his hopes. 
This was Mr. Butt, the member for St. Helen's, whom Lady Qleocora 
had described as a man who stood about, with red hair,—aw perhaps 
told tales of her to her husband. Mr. Bott was a person w ho certauiy 
had had some success lu life and who had won it for himseU. He was 
nut very young, bclug at this time only just on the right side ol fifty. 
Do was now enjoying his second session in parliament, having be& 
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returned ts a pledged disciple of the Man Chester school. Nor liad he 
apparently been to his pledges. At St. Ueleu’s he vn\a still hM 
to be a good man and tmc. But they who sat on the sniue side with 
him in tue House and watched his political man(Euvrc», knew that he 
was striving hard to get his finger into the public pie. lie wu^ not a 
rich jnau, though he had modu calico and baa got into ]mr]iamcnt. And 
though lio claimed to be a tUorougb-goiiig Radical, he u a man who 
likea to live with aristocrats, aud was foiui of listoniug to the whispers 
of such os the Duke of St. Bungav or Mr. Bullber. It was sup* 
posed that he did utidorstand aoinethiiig of finance. lie was at any 
rate greaMu figures; and ns he was possessed of much indusfiy, ana 
w as obedient, withal, he was a muii who might make himself useful to a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ambitious of <maugcs. 

There are men wim get into such houses us Match iug Priory and 
whose presence tlicre is a mystery to many to whom the ladies of 
the house never quite unclcrsUud whv they arc entertaining such a 
guest. '^Aud Mr. Boti is coming/ Mr. Pallisor had s;dd to his wife. 

Mr. Bolt 1 Lady Gieucora baa aoswered. ** Goodness mo! who U 
Mr. Bott P ^*llc is member for St. Helen's/* said Mr. Pulliser. A 
very aervieeabte man in his way.*^ And what am T to do with him f 
asked Ladv Glencora. don’t know that you can do anytliiug with 
him. He Is a mau who has a great deal of business, und 1 dure say he 
will spend most of his time in the library/’ 8o Mr. Bott arrived. But 
though a huge pile of letters aud pa|)ers came to him every moruing by 
post/he unfortunately did not seem to spend much of liis time in the 
library. Perhaps be had not found the due to that lost apartment. 
Twice lie went out shooting, but us on the first day he shot the keeper 
and on the second very nearly shot the Duke, he gave that up. Hunt* 
iug he declined, though much pressed to make an essay in timt art by 
JelTrey Palliser. He seemed to spend his time, os Lady Gleuoora said, 
in standing about,-^cept at certain times when lie was closeted with 
Mr. Falliscr, and when, it may be presumed, ho made himself uscfnl. 
On such days he would bo seen at the hour of lunch with Ungers much 
stained with ink, and it was geneiwUy ^apposed that on those occasions 
he had been counting up taxes ana calculating the effect of great 
financial changes. Ho was a tall, wiry, strong man, with a bald iiead 
and bristly red beard, which, however, was cut olT from his upper and 
under lip. This was unfortunate, as Imd be liidden his mouth he would 
not have been in so marked a degree an ugly mau. Uis upper lip was 
very long, aud his mouth was moon. But he had found that without 
the help of a razor to these parts he could not manage his soup to his 
satisfisotioD, and preferring clcanliucu to beauty bad shaved liimself 
acoordinglj. 

I shorndn’t dislike Vx. Bott so much,*’ Lady Glcncora said to her 
Luband, **if no didn’t rob his bands and smile so ofteu, and seem to be 
goins to say something when be really is not going lo say anything.” 

*’1 don’t think you need trouble yourself acout him, my dear,’’ Mr. 
Pallisor had answered. 

**Bat when be looks it me in that way, 1 oan’t help stopping, as I 
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tliiuk Lg la goinf; co sncat; aud iLca lie ol^raja saja^ * Can 1 do auj* 
iitiug for you, l^dy Ulini’Cowrcr i * ** 

Slie iuHtuntly suw Umi her liusbaud did uot like this. ** Don’t bo 
uiigry witli uiC| deurj” aiic auid. iou must admit tliut be is rolber a 
lilUll.*’ 

’^1 um not at all nngry, Glcncora,*' sold tbc busLaud; *'aiid if you 
insist iipua it, I uill see Ibat he leaves ;^4ud in such euso will of course 
n:*\(ir usk him a^HUi. Hut that ini{;bt bo prejudicial iu me, as be is u umu 
uhuiii I (rust iu politicSj and who may )»crbaps be sorviccable to me.'* 
Of courac Ludy (ilencom declari^ that Mr. Bolt might Tcmuiu os 
long as h(^ und bur husbaud desired, uud of eouTbc she inciiuuiiud bis 
iiaiuu no mere to Air. but from that time forth she regarded 

Air. Bolt us un enemy, and tclt also that Ur. Bott rcgoidud bor m tlio 
b;nnc light. 

When il was known among outside puliUeianb that the Duke of St. 
Bungay was blu)ing at Mutchuig i’nory, outside iK)Ulicia)is became 
more sure than e\er that Mr. Balhser would be the new Cimucciiur of 
llio BxdMnjucr. Tbc old minister aud the young miuister were of 
course arnuiging niulUn's together. But i douut ulietber Mr. Baliibcr 
aud the Duke ever spoke on any such topic during the entire vbit. 
Tliough Air. Butt was occasionally closeted uith Air. Puliiser, tbe Duke 
never troubled bhuscir uilb sueb closcUiigs. lie weut out shuoting-*-* 
ou his pony, read his ncwspai>cr, uroic bis notes, uad looked with tbe 
eye of A counoisMTur over all Mr. Pul Users funniug apnurutus. You 
MTJii to have a good man, 1 sbouhl suy,'* said the l>uke. ^‘Wbut! 
iluhbitigs Yus^--ho wos a legacy from D)y undo wbcu be gave me 
up the iViory.” "’A very good limn, 1 should say. Of course be won't 
make it pay; but he'll make it look as iLougli it did^ Vtlnch is tlic neJLt 
best thing. 1 euuki never get rent out of laud that X farmed myself,— 
never." ** 1 suppose not," said Air. Palliaer, wbo did not euro mucli 
about it. Tbc i)uke would buve talked to liim by the hour together 
about lamiing had Mr. PuIIisct bccu so minded; but be talked to him 
very hi lie about poliLics. Nor during llic whole time of liis sluy at 
Matching did the Duke make an} other idlusiou to Air. Palliscr's hopes 
ss iX'garclcd the ministry, than that iu ubicb be bad told Lady Ulcueora 
at the dmner•table that her husband's ambrtlou was the liighcsl by 
wbicli auy umu could be moved. 

But Air. BoU was somclnues honoured fay a few words with tbe Duke. 

** We shall muster pretty sU'Ong, your uracc," Mr. BoU bud said to 
him ouc day before dinner. 

That depends on bow the changes go,'’ said the Duke. 

^ 1 suppose there will be a cliaiigc P" 

^'Uli yes^ there'll be a change,—certainly, 1.should say. And it will 
bo in your direction." ^ 

‘'And in PuUisor’sP ” 

" Yes I 1 should think sothat is, if it suits Kim. Bydhe-by^ Mr. 
Bott—." Then there WAS a little w hispered communication, iu wbieh 
(miimps Mr. Butt was underUkiug some couimnsiou of ibHt nature 
which Xjudy (ilcucora bad called "Ulliug*" 
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CUAPTlllt XXV. 

IV WBZCIi HUCU QX tilS Ul&TOlLY OP TU£ FAhlMtVA 18 TOU). 

At tbc end of teu dm Alice foond Lcreelf quite coinfortubla at 
Uftlebiug: Prior?. She hita now promiBcd to remaiu there till thu accoud 
u eek of December, at which timo alie wai to to Vavasor U&tb— 
the 1*0 lo Jiioet her father aud Kutu. The rulliacra were to puss their 
Chmiinaa with the Duke of Oiiiniuiu iu BurseUliirc. ** Wo ulwavs are 
to do that/' said GleiKora. It is the slate occobiou at UutuorUDi 
Castle, but it oiilv lasts for cue week. Tliea we go somcwhci't else. 
Oh dour! ” 

\Vh? do you say oh deai P ” 

** Because—; 1 uouT tbiuL I mean to tell you.^^ 

** Then I’m sure I wuu’t oak/' 

** That's so like you, Alice. But 1 cou be os firm os you, and I’m 
Bure 1 won't tell you unless you do ask.” But Alice did nut ask, and it 
was uot long befoto Lady Glencom’s firmness gave way. 

But, as 1 hare said, Alice bud bceouie quite comfortable at Matching 
rriorj. Perhaps slie was already growing upwards towards the light. 
At any rate she could listen with pieuaurc to the few words the Dub 
would say to her. She could cveo chat a little to the Duchess,~so 
that her Grace had observed lo Ludy Ulcucora that ”licr cousin was a 
very nics persouj^a very uicc person indeed. *What a pity it was that 
she had been so ill-treated by tiud gentleman iu Uxfordshiru! ” Ludy 
tiloicora had to explain that the gcutlcmun Uved iu Uum bridgesbire, and 
iliat he, at any rate, liod uot treated miybody ill. ” Do you ijjcuu that 
she—jilted him P ” said the Ducdiess, almost whistling, aud opeuiug her 
eyes very wide. ** Dear nac, I’m sorry for that. 1 sbuuldu't have 
thought it.” And when she next spoke to Alice slie assumed rather a 
severe tone of emphasisbut this was •soon abandoned when Alice 
listened to her with complacency. 

Alice also had learned io ride,—or rather Lad resumed her riding, 
which for years had been abaudoued. JeJtrey Paliiser had been her 
squire, and she had become intimate with him so os to Icaru to quarrel 
with him and to like him,—to such an extent that Lady Ulenoora had 
laughingly told her that she was going to do more, 
rather think not,” said Alice. 

**But what baa tbinking to do with UP Who ever thinka 
about UP” 

” I dcuH just ^ jpreaent,—at any rate.” 

” Upon ny word it would be vary niceand then perhaps some 
day you’d be the Duchasa.” 

” (Beaeon, don't talk au<di nooseaae.” 

Tboie M the apcenlations whieh people make. Only I should spiU 
| 0 si by killing uiya«lf| so that he might marry agauu” 
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can ycm saj suoli horrid iluiiga P 

think i Bhatif^sonic da;. What rigid Imre I to stand in Ida 
\vny P Un 8])okc to mo the other da; about Jeffrey *8 altered position, 
ana I knew wimt iic meant;—or mtlier what he didn't mean to sa;« but 
what lie tbonglit. But X shau’t kill myself/* 

** X should think not/' 

I only kutAv nnc other wav/* said Lady Glcncora. 

"You m*e thinking of things which should iirwrbcin your thouglits/ 
said Alice vcliemcully. " Have you uo trust iu Uou's |)rovidcuce P 
Cannot you accept what has been done for you P " 

Mr. Bolt hud gone away, much (o Lad; (ilcncom's delight, but liad 
nufortuuuUO; come hack again. Ou hU return Alice heard uiuro of the 
fviid between tlic Duehesa and Mrs. Conway Sjuirkes. 1 did not tell 
you," said Lady Gleucoru to her friend1 aid not tell you before he 
went that 1 was rigid about his talc>bearing/' 

"And did he boor talcs P" 

"Yes; X did get the scolding, and I know very well ihul it came 
through him, though Mr. I’ulUscr did not say so. But he lold me that 
the Buclicss luul felt herself hurt by thnt other womai/a way of 
Ic'Jkmg." 

** ilut it was not your fault." 

"Mo; iliaI's what X said. It was he who desired me to ask Mrs. 
Conway Sparked to conic here. I didn't want iicr. S)ic goes every* 
uhcre, and it is thought a catch to get her; but if she had l»cu 
drowned hi the lied Sea 1 shouldn't have miuded. When L told him 
I hat, he said it was nonsense,—which of course it was; aud then he 
hidH 1 ought to jnuko liur hold her tongue. Of course X said 1 couldn't. 
Mrs. Conwriy Spiirkcs wouldn’t care for me. If she quir./.cd me, 
myself, 1 told him that X could take care of myself, 1 hough she were 
ten limes tlra. Couway Spurkes, aud Lad written iiucr poetry than 
'Iciinysoii/’ 

" It is fine; some of it," said Alice. 

" Oil, 1 dare say ! X know a great deal of it by heart, only 1 wouldi/t 
pixn her the pleasure of supposing that X had ever l liought so much 
about licr poetry. Audi lieu X toTd him tlmt I couldn't take care of 
llic Duchess ;-^aiid he lold me that X was'a child." 

" He only mcout that in love." 

" X um a child; I know Uiat. Why didn’t ho marry some atrong- 
minded, fcrucicius woman, that could keep his house iu order, aud frown 
Mrs. Sporkfs out of her unpudence t It wasn't my fault." 

"You didn’t tell him that." 

"But 1 did. Then he kissed me, and said it was all right, and told 
me that 1 should grow older. Aud Mrs. Sparkes will grow more im- 
pudeui," I said, " and tlie Duchess more silty. Aud alter that I went 
away. Mow this horrid Mr. Bolt has come back again, aiul only, that it 
u'ouid be mean in me to condescend so far, I would punish Mm. He 
grins and smiles nt me, aud mbs his big luds more tnan ever, because 
he feds that he has behaved badly. Is it not horrid to have to live in 
the house witli such people P" 
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\*1 don’t iLIuk you need mind Imu much.” 

Ycb; but 1 mu tUo inisLresa here, and am told Uml I an\ to (‘nter« 
turn the peonic. Fancy entertaining Ibe Duchess of St. Bmiguy and 
Ml*. Bolt!” 

Alice liud now b'ccuuic so iutunatc witU Lady Glcncora tlial sho did 
not scrunle to read her ^isc tecturt%—telling licr tbut sbe allowed her¬ 
self to tiunk too much of little things^—nud too much also of some 
big things. regards Mr. Botl/’ said Alice, thmk you should 
Ik* or it ns thongli (here were no such pci'aon.” 

** But that wouid bo i>relcuco,—especially to you.” 

it would not bo pretence^ it would be the reiiceuco wliicli 
all women should practise,—and you, in your ]K>&ition, more almost 
than any other womun.” I'hcn Ijn<ly Glcncor^ ponied, told Alice that 
it Mus u ]v y she Iiud not married Mr. J’ulliacr, and Iclt licr. 

Thai e oning,—the evening of Mr. Bolt’s ndurn to Matching, that 
gcntleuiLu found a place near to Alice in the drawiug'rcjom. ilc hud 
often come up to her, rubbing bis bands login her, und saying little 
words, us thougli there was some reason from their positions tlmt tliey 
two should ho Irieuds. Alice bud perceived this, ana hud endeavoured 
with ;dl her force to shake him off; but he was a muu, who if ho under¬ 
stood a hint, neter took il. A cold shoulder was nothiug to him, if lie 
w'autcd to gain the person who showed it him. 11 is code of persever¬ 
ance tanght liini that it wns a virtue to overcome cold shoulders. Tho 
niun or w.omiai who received liis first ovcrtua*s with grace would pro¬ 
bably he one on whom it would be better tlmt he should look down and 
waste no further time; whereas he or she w ho could afford to treat inm 
with disdnbi would no doubt be worth gaining. Sudt men as Mr. BoU 
arc ever gracious to cold ebouldexa. Tlic colder the shoulders, the more 
gracious arc the Mr. Bolts. 

*U'hat a dciigbUid person is out dear friend, Lady Glcucora! ” said 
Mr. Bolt, having caught Alice in a position from wlncb she could not 
readily escape. 

Alice bad half a mind to differ, or to make any remark tliui might 
lid her from Mr. Bolt. But sbe did not dure to say a word that might 
seem to have been said playfully. ** Yes, indeed,” she replied. **Kow 
very cold it is to-night f” t^he was angry wiih herself for ber own 
stupidity us soon as the phrase was out of ber mouth, nud tlicn she 
almost faughed os she thought of Uie Duchess and the hot-water pijics 
fit Longroyston. 

” Yes, it b cold. Yon and her ladyship arc great friends, 1 believe, 
Miss Vavasor.” 

” Bbe is my cousin,” said Alice. 

”Ali! yes; tlmt is so pleasant. I have reason to know that Mr. 
Tidliser urve^ tuacL gratified that you should be so much witli her.” 

This was unbearable. Alice could not quite assume sufficient coiirage 
to get up from ber ebair and walk away bim, and yet sbo felt tliat 
she must escape further conArsation. ” 1 don’t know that 1 am veiy 
much wiUi ber, and if 1 were 1 can't think it would make any diffisrenoo 
to Mr. Palliser.” 

13 
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But Mr. Bolt was not a man to be pul down wlicn Uo bad a pur* 
pose iu liand. ** 1 cau a^suio you tlmt thoao arc liis scniiments. Of 
courao we all kuow tliut dear ht\dy Glcueora is jDuuj'. She is very 
young.^* 

** Mr. Bolt, I rrallj would rullicr not lalk about my cousin/* 

** But, dciu: Miss Vavasor s^whcii we botli have her welfare in 
view- 

''I havcu*l her welfare in viev^ Mr. Boll; nol iu the least. There 
is no rciuson why I should. \om must excuse me if I say I cunuot 
talk about her welfare with a perfect stranger.** Tlicu slic did 
up, and went away from the mentber oi parUumcal, loaviug 
him ratlicr astonished at lier audacity. But ho was a coustaut mun, 
and Ins inner rrsidve was simply to the cfTuct that he w ould try it again. 

1 wonder whether JofTa'y ralliscr did think much of the diUbvcncc 
between l^is present ]K>si(um and that which would Imvc been his Imd 
Lady (ilcncora been Iho happy possessor of a cradle up stairs willi a 
boy iu it. I suppose he must have done so. It is hardiy possible ilmt 
any matt should not bo alive to the iniportaucc of such o emmee. liis 
owu present position was cue of ibo most unroriiiuale which con full to 
the lot of a nmu. IIU tfather, the l)ukc*s Youngest brother, had left 
him about six hundred a year, and had led uim uUo a taste for living 
with ])copic of six tliousnnd. The proiiricty of earning his bread hua 
never been pul before him. lib Cather had been iu parliament, and had 
been tiic imxst favoured sou of the old Duke, who for some years before 
Ills death hud never spoken to liim who now rrigned over the honse of 
the Pulliscrs. Jeffrey's father bud bccu brought up at Matching i'riory 
as scions of ducal houses arc brought up, auti ou the old man's death, 
hod been possessed of means sumciciit (o go oii in the sauic path, 
though w'lUi dillicnUy. Ills hrolhcr had done something fur him, and 
at various limes he had held some place near the throne. But ou his 
death, when the proi>crty left behiud him was divided between bis son 
and ibree dauglilera, Jeffrey ralliscr became possessed of the income 
above stated. Of course he could live ou it,—and as during the 
winter nionifis of the ycar^a home was found for him free of cost, 
he could kcc|) huulors, and live os rich meu live. But Uo was a 
poor, embarrassed mau, vvilhout prospects,—until this fine ducul pros* 

K et became o|>cned to him by the want of that cradle at Matciiing 
iory. 

But the prospect was uo doubt very distant. Lady GlOicora might 
yet huTc ns many sons as Uccubo. Or she miglit die, and some 
other njoi'c fortunate Indy might become the mother of bis cousiu'a 
heir. Or the Duke might marry and have a sod. And, moreover, 
hie cousin wns only one year older timn himself, und the great prixe, 
if it come bis way, might uot come for forty jear^ as yet. Never* 
ibcless his lisnd might now be acceptable in quailers where it would 
oertaiuly be rejected liad Lady Glcucon possessed that cradle up stairs. 
Wo paimot but suppose iLal he must hafo made some calculations oi 
Uiis nature. 

is a pity you should do notliing all your life,** hi| cousin 
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PUuUgenct said to liim ono moruing just at this time. liad 

sought the inlcrview iu his cf)U8in’d room, and 1 fcoi* hud douo bo wall 
some slight request for ready inouej. 

What Aui 1 to do ? md JuiTrey. 

•*At auy rate you might many.” 

*^Oh/yc3;—1 could marry. There's no mou so poor but ulmllic cun 
do that. The questioa would be how I might lika lliC subs('ijiirul 
bturvution 

don’t see Hint you need sUrre. Though your owa rortuno is 
smuii, it is something,—and many girls have fortunes *of their own.*’ 

Jeffrey Ihought ot Lady Ulcncura, bid he made no allusion to hot 
iu spcedi. don’t ilimk r»i very good at t^at kind uf lliing,” he 
* * ’ When the father and mother cmno'lo ask of my house and 
my homo I should lii'cak down. | don’t say it us praising myself;*^ 
inUerd, quite Ihe reverse; but J fear t have not a mercenary Icndciuy.” 

** That’s nonsense.” 

‘'Oh| yes I quite so. I adinU that.” 

Umi must have mcrcciuiry tendencies or they would not have 
bread. The man who ploughs tuot lie may live docs so because he, 
luckily, has a nicrcenary tcnd<*ncy.** 

” Just so. But you SCO 1 am Jess lucky than the ploughinau.” 

** Tbero is no vulgar cn*or so vulrar,—(hat is to suy, common or 
enx)ncous,—us that by which men have necn luugiit to imy tnut mercenary 
Icndcucifs ore bad. A desire for wealth is Ihe source tif ull pn^gresa. 
Civilisation comes from wbat men cull greed. Let your mercenary 
teudeucies bo ruinbincd with honesty and they cuimot take you 
asUay.” This the future Chancellor uf the Exchequer said with much 
of tijat air and lone of nisdoni which a Chaiicellfir of the Exchequer 
ought to possess. 

''But 1 haven’t got any such tendencies,” said JeiFicy. 

” Would you like to occupy a farm iu Scotland ** said X^lanUgcnet 
Palliscr. 

“ And pay rent ? ” 

• You would have to pay rent of course.” 

Thank yuu, uu. It would bo dislioncat, as I know I should never 
pay it.” 

Y'ou arc too old, I fear, for the )>iib!ic service.” 

You mean u desk in the Treasury,-* wit It a hundred a ypan Yes; 
I tbink 1 am too old.” 

But have yuu no plan of your own i ” 

” Not much of ouo. Somotimea I liave thought I would go to New 
Zealand.” 

You would have to be a famicr there.” 

showIdnT do that. 1 should get up an opposiUon to the 
government and tlmt sort uf thing, uad then they would buy me off 
and give me a place.” 

”That docs very well ber^, Jeffrey, if a man can get into parliament 
and has capital ciioiwb to wait; but I don’t think it would do out 
ihere. Would you like to go into porliammit t ” 
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*‘What; hcrcP Of course I ttliould. OuItI should be sure io^et 
terribly into debt. 1 don’t owe very nmeb, now,—not to speak 
except wliat 1 owe you.” 

** You owe uothiug to me/’ said Plantagciiet, with some little toucU 
of uia^^uiluoueiicc in liis tone. ** Hq ; dou’t speak of it. 1 liavo no 
Itrotlior, aua between you and me it me&us notliiug. You see, Jelfroy, 
it may bo tliui T aUalf Iiavc to look to you os my—my-*-my heir, m 
siK»rt.” Jjcrciipon JclTrcy muttered somelhiug aa to tbo sinntl 
probability nf such neecsaiiy, and oa to the great remoteuoss of any 
reaiill even if it were ao. 

“Tiiut’a all true,” Mid the elder heir of the Palliscra, *’but still—. 
In sliorl, 1 wish you wopld do sometbiug. Do think about it ; aud 
then soitic day speak to mo ngsiin/’ 

Jt^llVey, as he left hl*< eousin with a cheque for 500/. in his vaist- 
cout pocket, ibau«*ht timt the interview which had ot one time takcu 
iiuportiuit dimcnaiona, had not been concluded altogether saUsfoo* 
lardy. A s<*ut in parliament] Yea, indeed! If his oouaiu would 
so far use his political, mouctajy, or ducal interest as to do that for 
iiimj—a&to give him aonicthiog of the status properly bclougiug to 
the younger sou of the house, then indeed Ufe womd have some 
churuis for liim! But as for the farm in Scotland, or a desk at tax 
olfico ia London,*—his own Kew Zealand plan would be betf^er than 
those. And then os he went along of course he I^elhought himself 
that it might be liia lot yet to die, and at least to be buried, in the 
purple, ns a Duke of Omuium. If ao, ccrtaitily it would be his duty 
to prepare another heir, oud leave a duke beliiiid liim,—if it were 
possible. 

Arc you going to ride with us after lunch P ” said Lady Glciicora 
to him as he stroluid iuto the drawii^*rooni. 

“ No,” said Jeffrey; ” Pm going to study.” 

** To do what P ” said Lady Gleueora. 

”To study;—or rather 1 shall spend to-day iu sittmg down oud 
cousideriug what I will study. My cousin has just been’telling me 
that I ongnl to do something/* 

So you ought,” sard Iphigenia energetically from her w riting-desk. 

** But lie (hdii’t seem to have any clear opiuion W'hut it ought to 
he. You see llierc can’t be two Clumccllors of the Lxclioqucr at the 
same time, l^lrs. Sparkes, what ought o young mau like mo to set 
about doing P ” 

** Uo iuto parliament, 1 should say,” said Mrs. Sjiarkes. 

Ab, yes; ciactly. lie Imd some notion of tliat kiud, too, but he 
didn't uajiic any particular place. 1 think I'll try the City of London. 
They've four tikeit*, aud of course the chance of getting in would thereby 
be doubled.” 

” I thought that commercial men were raierally preferred in the 
City said the Dfiobess, taking a strong ana good-natuii^ interest in 
the matter. 

''ilr. I'uIUser means to make a fortune in trade as a preliniinijyi' 
i:ud Mis. Sparkes. 
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don’t iliink lio nieaiH. anythini^ of Ukc Liud/’ said iht Duchess. 

At an; rate I hare got to do somethings so ( can't go aud ride,” 
laid Jeffrey. 

"And you ought to do somctlliings” said Tpiiinnia from her d4?j*lc. 

Ihvicc during this little conversatioa LiOdy Glencora Imd looked U]>, 
cal oiling Aliec^s eye, and Alice Lad iroll known wLat she had meant. 

' You see,” the gFauco Lad said, ” Plautagenct is bcgioniufir to lake un 
interest in Ids cousin, and you know wby. The man who is to he. the 
father of the future dukes must not bo allowed to fritter away his time 
iu obscurity. Had I that cradle up stairs Jeffrey might be us idle as 
he jdeased.” Alice understood it well. 

Of course Jeffrey did join the riding party. *VVhat is n man like inn 
to do who wants to do soinciLuig? ” Lc soiii to Alice. Alice was quite 
aware that Lady Glciicora had contrived somS little scbcniu that Mr. 
Polliscr should be riding next to her. Slio liked Mr. ihitliscr, and 
tLcrcfoi*e had no objection; but she declared to herself that lier cousin 
was u goose for her pnius. 

” Mr.i. Spaikcs says you ought lo go into parlumicnl.” 

” Yesand the dear Dudiess would perhaps suggest a liousc In 
Jirigravc Square. I want to (icar your advice now.” 

I can duly say ditto to Miss ralliscr.” 

What! ipliY t About procrastinationf But you see the more of 
my lime he steals the bettor it is for me.” 

” That's the evil you have got to cure.” 

” My cousin Ploutagenct suggeatiMl—marriage.” 

” A very good thing too, Ihn sure,” said Alice; ” only it depends 
something on the sort of wife you get.” 

You mean, of course, bow mudi money she lias.” 

”Not altogether.” 

” Looking ut it from my c<msm'a point of view, T snpjioso that it is 
:hc only important point. Who are there coming up tins ycar,^in the 
ray of hcireiCscs ? ** 

UiKin my word I don’t know. In the first place, hew much money 
makes an lietress ? ” 

” Per such a fellow as me, Z suppose tentliousand pounds ought lo do.” 

” That's not mucli,” said AU^, wlio had exactly tliat umouul of 
iicr own. 

-; perha)is that’s too moderate. But the lower one went 

ill the monev speculation, the greater would be the number to (ilnKjan 
from, and tbe uettcr the cliance of getting somclhiug decent in the 
woman licrself. 1 have something of my own,—not much you know ; 
so with the lady^s ten thousand pounds we might be able to live,—in 
some second-rate French town perhaps.” 

” But I don’t sea wliat jon would gain by that.” 

” Mv people here would ^?e got nd of me. That seems to be tho 
great tnii^. If you hear of any girl with about that sum, moderately 
good-looking, not too young so that she ought know something of tlie 
worded, decently bom, and able to read and write, perhaps you will bear 
me in mind,” 
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** Yeft, T wiIV* stud A1icc> wlio was quite aware lie liad made ao 
aceuiaiu picture of licr owu poaitioo. ** VVUcD 1 meet such a ouc^ 1 
will 8uud for yo\x at oucc.” 

'* You know no such person nowP” 
no; not just ut prt^sent.” 

declare 1 don’t ibiiik he could do anything better/’ her cousin 
Biiid tn her that, Lndy Glcncora was now lu the habit of haring 

Alice with her in what she called her dressing-room every rvcumg» ana 
IheiL they uouhl kIi till the small hours came upon iliciu. Mr. Pulltscr 
rJways hiimt the inidniglit oil and came to bed with (he owls. They 
wiuihl ofieu talk of him and hin prosjKTts lilt Alice had perhaps inspired 
his wife with more of iulerest in luui and them llrnu she had Wore felt. 
And Alice hud niunaged generally to drive her friend away from those 
topics which were so duug<irous,—those allusions to her childlessness, 
and those hinln that Burgo FiUgerald was still in her thoughts. And 
sometimcsj of course, they had spoken of Alice’s own prospects, till she 
got into u way of telling her cousin freely ull tlml she felt. On such 
ocensious Lady (ileneora would always fell her that she had been 
rigli(,*-^if she did not love the man. ** Though your finger were pul 
out for tlic ring/’ said Iiady Glcncont on one such oocasloni *‘you 
should go back, if vou did not love him.” 

** But I dill love liim,” said Alice. 

Tlicn 1 don’t undcrslaiul it/’ said Lady Oleneora; and, in truth, 
close ns wtts tlieir intiQiacy, they did not perfectly uuderataiid cucli 
other. 

But on this occasion they were speaking of Jeffrey Paliiser. 1 
dudui'c I don’t think lie could do any belter/’ said hnij Uluneora. 

*‘lf you talk such uoDSCiisc, 1 will not stay/’ said Alice. 

But why should it he nouscnac P You would he very comfortable 
with your joint incomes. Ifc is one of the best fellows in the world. 
It is clear that he likes you ; and then we shall be so ucar to aoeh 
other. I am sure Mr. I’ulliser would do somethuig for him if he 
married,—and especially if 1 asked Iiim.” 

1 only know of two things against it/’ 

“ And what arc they ? ” 

That he would not tukc me for Ida wife, and that I would not take 
him fur my husband.” 

TXUy not; Wlmt do you dislike in him ? ” 

*'1 don’t dislike him at all. I like him very much indeed. But one 
can’t marry all the people otie likes.” 

** But woat reason is there w*hy you shouldn’t inanr him ? ” 

This chiefly,” said Alice, after a pause; that 1 have just separated 
myself from a man whom I certainly did love truly, and that I cannot 
transfer my affections quite so quickly as that.” 

As soon as the wor^ were out of her mouth she* knew that they 
should not liavo been spoken. It wns exactly what Glcncora had 
dune. She had loved a mm and bad separated herself from him and 
lad married another, all within a month or two. Lady Gleaoom flrst 
became red oa fire orer her whole face and shoulders, sM Alice afw^ 



lADY MlDiiOTUUlf. 

wards did the same as she looked upi as lliough scarebiug iii lict 
eousill's eves for {Kiinlou. 

''It is*an unmuidcnly thing to do» certainly/' said Lady Glcueon 
Tcry slowly, and in her lowest voice. "Nay, it la uuwoujiuily; hut 
one may 6e driven. One luaj be so driven that all geutlciicaa of 
womuuliuod is driven, out of oue/^ 

Oh, Glcncora! *' 

" I did uot ])ropose that you should do il as a sudden thing/^ 

‘'Glencni*a!" 

"1 did do it suddenly. I know il. I did il like a beast that is 
driven its owiurr chooses. I kuow it. I wus a beast. Oh, Alice, if 
you kjiew how 1 hale myself! " 

" But 1 love you wilh nil my heart/’ said Alice. " Qlrnconi, I have 
learned to love you so dearly! ” • 

Then you arc the only being that does, lie cuu't love inr. How 
s U ijOKsiblcf You,—and j^erhupa another.” 

'' There are many who love you. lie loves you. Mr. L’alliscr loves 
you.” 

”11 is impossible. I have never said a word to him that eoutd 
nmkc him love me. 7 have never done a thing for him that cuu make 
him love me. The mother of his child he might have loved, because 
of that. IVby should he lore mcF Wo wcio told to marry each 
other and did it. When'could he have learned to lovo nieF But, 
Alice, he requires uo loving, either to take it or to give it. 1 wish it 
were 80 «wUh ttic.” 

Alice said what she could to cnmfoit her, but her words were but of 
lit lie avail as regarded tbosc marriage sorrows. 

•' Forgive you ! ” at lust Ulciicora said. '‘What have I to foigivo? 
You dou\ suppose I do not know it all, uud think of it ail without the 
chance of some stray w*ord like that! F\irgive you! I am so grateful 
that you love me I Some one’s love 1 must Lave found,*-H)r 1 could 
not Imvc remained here.” 
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LADT MJ1>L0TUIAK. 

A WEKR or ten days alter this, Alice, when she came down to tlie 
break fast-par lour one nioming, found herself alone wilh Mr. Bolt. 
It was the foahion at Matchiug Friocj for people to assemble rather 
late in the day. The nominal m)ur for breoabst was ten, and none of 
the ladies of ihe party were ever seen before that. Some of the 
gentlemen would breakfast earlier, especially on hunting mornings; and 
on some occasions the ladies, when they came together, would find 
Ibcuiselrtt altogether deserted by their Jiusbands and brothers. On 
this day it waa iMcd tbit Mr. Bolt alone ahonld represent the sterner 
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icx, And wlieii Alice caicre^d the room he was standiag ou ilio ntg vltli 
liix bock to tbo lira, wailing till the nppcaraucc of some oilier guest 
aliould give himtiic a;mclion neccssar^ for the comincuccmcnt of his 
moruiug meal. Alice, wlicu slio saw lum. would liuve rcti'caled hud it 
')cen possible, for she had luurncd to dislike him grcutly, aud whs, 
iadcca, hlmost afniid of iiiin; but she could not do so without making 
her flight too conspicuous. 

** })o joii intend to prolong your stay here, Miss Vavasor P said 
Mr. ]tott, Inking advantage of the first momeui ut which she looked up 
from a Icti or wliioli she was readiug. 

^*ror a few more days, 1 Uniik,*' said Alice. 

All!—I'm glndof llmt. Mr. Jhilliser has pressed me so much to 
remain till he goes to the Duke’s, that 1 cannot get auuy booncr. As 
I um an unmarried man ^lyself, 1 can employ niy time as well in one 
place as in another at this time of the year, at least/’ 

You must find it very coavcnictit,’’ said Alice. 

** Yes, it is convenient. You sec in my position,—piirlinmcutury 
position, I mean,—1 am obliged, as n public man, U> net iu eoucert with 
others. A public man can be of no service unless ho is prcpaied to do 
tliat. Wo must give and lake, you know, Miss Vnvisor/’ 

As Miss VuvAsor niadc uo rcnimk iu aiisvrcr to this, Mr. Butt con* 
Uoued—always say to the meu of my party,—of course I rcgaixl 
myself us belonging to the citrenio Uadicals.*’ 

Oh, indeed I ” said Alice. 

Yes. I came into parliament on tlial understanding: nnd I have 
never seen any occasion as yet to cliaiigo ouy ]K)liticaI opinion tlial 
I have expressed. But 1 always say to the ^crntlcmcn with whom 
I act, tliat nothing cun be done if wo dou’t give uud take. I don't 
mind saying 1o you, Miss Vavasor, that I look upon our friend, Mr. 
Falliscr, ns the most rising public man in the country. 1 do, indeed/’ 

1 am happy to hear you any so/’ said his victim, who found herself 
driven to make some remark. 

And I, AS an extreme Radical, do not tliink I can serve my parly 
better thou by keepiug iu the same boat with him, as long as it wifi 
hold the two. * He'll make r government hack of you,’ a friend of 
mine said <o me the other day. ’And Til moke & muchester school 
I’rUiic Mini-stcr of him,’ 1 replied. I ruUicr tliiuk I know what I’m 
about. Miss Vavasor.” 

” No doubt,” said Alice. 

” Aud so does heand so docs ho. Mr. Falliscr is not the man to 
be led by the nose by any one. But it’s a fair system of give aud 
take. You can't get ou in politics without it. What a farming 
woman is your relative, Lady Glcn-oowrcr! 1 remember well what you 
laid to me tbe other c>’cnmg.” 

'Doyou?” said Alice. 

' Ana I quite agree with you that coufidcuiial intercourse regarding 
dear friends should not be liglitly made.” 

"Certainly not,” said Alice. 

"But there are occasions, Miss Vavasor j there are occasious when 
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ihe onliuary laws by wliicb wc govern our social conduct mant be made 
aoinewhut clastic/’ 

1 don’t thiuk this one of them, Mr. Bolt/’ 

**ls it nut? Just listen to me for one moment, Miss Vavosor. 
Our friend, Mr. Falliscr, 1 am proud to saj, relies much upon my 
humble friend&liin. Our first t^uinnetion has, of course, been )>oliticul; 
but it has cxtcuucd beyond that, and biis become pleasantly social; — 
I may say, very plcasuutly social.” 

What a taste Mr. I’miiscr must hare I ” Alloc llionglit to herself. 

But 1 need not irll you that Lady Glcu»cowrcr is—very young; wo 
may say, very younir inuced.’* 

** Mr. Butt, I Will not talk to you about Ludy Glcncora Fullisor.” 
This Alice said in a determined voice, agu with all the power of 
n';»i'<taiiCG at lior command. Slic frowned too, and looked suvugidy at 
Mr. Bolt. But lie was a man of considerable courage, and knew iiow 
to bear such upuosiliou without tliucliiug. 

”\Vhun 1 tell you, Mibs Vavasor, that I speak solely with a view to 
lio,r domestic liappiness t ” 

** 1 douT tliiuk that she wishes to luivo nny such guardian of her 
liajipincss.” 

**Butif ho wishes it, HUs Vara.vor! Now I Imvo the moans of 
knowing (hat he has the greatest reliance on your judgnicul” 

licrcupon Alice got up with the iiitcutioii of Ictiviag the looin, hut 
she was met at tJic door dj Mrs. Conway Bp^irkc's. 

Arc •YOU running from your breakfast, Miss Vav^u^^or?” said she. 

No, Mrs. Sparkes; I am running from Mr. Bolt,'' said Alice, who 
was almost beside herself with anger. 

”Mr. Botl, what is tbLi?” siud Mrs. Sparkes. ”lla, ha, lia,” 
luuglicd Mr. Bolt. 

Alice returned to the room, aud Mm. Sparkes ininiediately saw Unit 
sho had iu truth been running fromMr. Bott. 1 hope 1 sl^dl be able 
to keep the peace,” said she. ”1 trust his olTcucu woa not one that 
requires special punishment.” 

" Ha, La, ha,” again laughed Mr. BoU,^tv*ho rather liked Ids positloiu 
Alien was very angry willi licrsclf, reeling that slic had (old more of 
ihe truth to Mrs. BparXes thau she should have done, un!t*bs she w as 
prepared to tell the w hole. As it was, she w onted to say a<imctliing, 
aud did not know what to say; but her conrtisiun was at uucc stup|icd 
by ihe entrance of Lady Glcncora. 

^/Mrs. Sparkes, good^monuDg,” said Lady Glcncora. ”1 hone 
nobody has waited breakfast, Good-uioming, Mr. Bott. Oli, Alice (” 
” What is the matter P ” said Alice, going up to her. 

”Oh, Alice; such a blow! ” Bui Alice cuuld see that her cou^ia 
was not quite in earnest ;-^.hat the new trouble, though it niiglit be 
veialious, was ue great ealamlU. ** Come here,” said Lad; Glcuconi; 
and th^ both went into an embrasure of Ibc window. Now 1 shulJ 
have to pat jour ccnSdence in me to the lest This letter is from,—* 
whom do you think P ” 

”Eowcau I gueisP" 
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^^Pxom Ladr Midlolltinn! mi oooiin^ here or. Momlar, oa 
her roud to iJondim. Ualti» joa tell mo tJiat you q^uito sui'O 
tliU k as unexpected by me as by you, 1 Trill ucvcr speuV to you 
agiuu.” 

** 1 am (luitc sure of tbal.” 

Ah ! tlieu we cua coasult. But first we*II go aod have some break* 
fast.” Tlieu more lailios 8wanned into tlic room,—the Buchuss autl 
lire ilaugliicr, uml the two Miss Polliscra, and othersi nud Mr. lioU 
had his hands full in attcudiag,—or rulher in offering to atlcnd, to their 
lilt la wairl.^. 

The iiioniiag was nearly gone before Alice and her eoiisiu hud any 
Ihiliier opportunity of discussing in private the approach of J^idy Mid- 
hdiiiaii; Imt Mr. PuUiKenhud eoinc in among (hem, and had beeji told 
of llm i^ood thing uhieh wan in store for him. ** Wo shall be delighlea 
l<i see Lady MidloUiian,” said Mr. Palliscr. 

Bill flirrc is somebody here who will uot be at all delighted to aoa 
her/' said Luily (ilimnora to her husband. 

“ Ja there, iiuUvd ? buid he. Who is that ? ” 

Her most umiuliful cousin, Alice Vavasor. But, Alice, Mr. Falli* 
scr knows nolliiug about it, and it is too long to explain." 

"I nm cxlrruidy sorry—brgmi Mr. Pallisnr. 

" J ran unsure you it dors not signify in the least," said Alice. ** It 
vrill only be taking mo away three days earlier." 

Vnoii heuring this Mr. Pallis<tr looked very serious. WIint quarrel 
couht Miss Vavasor have had with I^dy Midlothian which should make 
it iamussihic for them to be visitors at the same housef 

it w ill do no such thing," said Lady Glencora. "Do you mean to 
any tliat you ui’c coward enuugli to run away from hcrl'" 

*‘l'm afiaid, Mibs Vavasor, that wo can hardly bid her not come/’ 
siiiil Mr. PalliKcr. In answer to this, Alice protested that she would 
nr ft for Tvovlds have been the menus of keeping Lady Midlothian 
away from Matching. '*1 should tell tou, Mr. Falllscr, that 1 have 
in'vcr seen liudy Midlothian, though slic is my far-away cousin. Nor 
Imve 1 ever quarrelled Trills her. But she has given me odvioo by 
letter, nud 1 did not answer her because I thought she had do business 
to luLcrlbrc. I sliall fra aw ay uot because I am afraid of her, but because, 
alter wiiat lias posscu, our meeting would be unpleasant to her." 

"Yon could tell her that Miss vavasor is here," said Mr. Palliser. 
^ And thru she need not come unless she pleased." 

The ui after thlt so managed at last that Alice found herself unable 
to leave Mutching without making more of Lady Midlothian's coining 
than it was worth. It would uuaoubtedlv be vc^ disagreeable,~this 
unexpected niectiug with her relative; nut, as Lady Ulencora said, 
littdy Midlothian would not eat her. In tratli, she felt asliamed of ber^ 
self in (hut she was afraid of her relative. No doubt She was <A 
her. So much she was forced to admit to herself. But she resotved at 
last that she would uot let her fear drive her out of the house. 

Mr. Bott au admirer of your cousinf" Mrs. Sparkes said that 
evening to Ladw Gkneon. 
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** A Terj dUtout oa 0 | 1 should tiuuk,*’ said ItHilr Qlcucora. 

Quoduess gracious!'* exclaimed oji old Indy wlio lia<l lioni inriior 
fti^od by Alice’s iulijuacy and cousiiiship villi Jjudy Olcucon; ii s tliu 
verv last tUiug 1 bliould have dreamt of.'* 

*^But I didu’t diTaiii it, (irsi or last/’ said Mrs. Sparkes. 

Why do you ask ? ” ssiid Lady itlciiG<»ra. 

Don’t suppose that I am asking whHhcr Miss Vuvasor is an 
admiirr of ins/* said Mrs. Sjmrki^. ’* 1 have uo Inispiriou of Hint 
imturo. I ruLlior tljink that vIihi he plays Ikict'Iiiis she plays Aria duo, 
vUli the full iiiteulion of dying from him hi isirnost! *’ 

** Is Air. Dott iuclimul to play Ikiochus I* ” asked Lady Qloncora. 

** I ruthor thought he vus this inoruiiig. If you observe, ho has 
something of h gud-likc and triumohnni nir ahput him.” 

** i don’t think his gidsbip ailJ iriumph there/’ saidL:idy Glcnconi. 

’^Imlly Ihiiik she would be Ihrowiug herself very much away/' 
said the old lady. 

*^Miss VAvasor is not at all di?«]K)seil to do that/’ said Mrs. Hjmrkus. 
TIum that 60111 x 1*9011011 was allowed to drop. 

On the following Monday, Lady Midlothmu arrived. The carriage 
WAS scut to meet her at the slatiou about three o'clock in tlicuficr 
noon, and Alice had to choose whether she would undergo the lirst 
introduction hnnicdiately on her r(dative's arrival, or whether kIic would 
keep herself out of the way till she shoulcl meet her in the diiiwiug* 
room befoix dinner, 

I bhoil receive her when slic comes/’ said Lady Qlencora, ” and 
of course will tell her that you arc liorc.” 

that will bo best; aud— dear me, I declare I don’t know 
how to manage it.” 

^ I’ll bring her to vou in my room if yon like it.” 

11lut would 1)0 too solemn,” said Alice. ”Timt would make 
aer understand tliat 1 tbuuglii a gnmi deal about licr.” 

’’Then we’ll let things take their clnmec, and von bhall come 
across her just os you would any other stranger.” It was sullied at 
lost that this would be the better couno. but that L^idy Midlothian 
was to be informed of Alik’s presence at the Priory as soou a.s she 
should aiTive. 

Alice was in her own room when the carriage in wbicli sat the un» 
welcome old lady was dtiveu up to tlic hall door. She heard the wheels 
plaiuly, and knew well tliai her enemy was wilhin the house. She liad 
striven hard all the nioruing to m^e herself feel indilTcrcnt to this 
arrival, but bad not succeeded; and was angry with herself at iiJiduig 
that she sat up stairs with an anxious heart, because she knew that 
her cousin woa in the room down staits. What was Lady Midlothian 
to her that she should be afraid of her ? And yet she was very much 
afnid of Lady ttidlotbian. She questioned hei*solf on the subject 
orer aud over tgaio, and found bersedf bound lo odniit that such was 
the fact. At about five o’clock, having reasoned much wiili her* 
sdi'y and rebuked hendf for her own Uirndity, she drsoeuded into 
the drawing*rooai,—Lady Olenecm having promim that she would at 
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Ihat hoar be iliero,—aod ou opening the door became immediately con- 
8 oinu9 tliat she was in tlic (irescucc of liet aunst relative. Tlieru sat 
liiUly l^dlothiun in a great oLair opnosiic the Ire, and Lady Glcoeora 
SHt near to her ou a stool. Ouc of tuc Mbs Palliscrs was reading in a 
farther part of the roum^ and there was no one else present in tho 
chamber. 

The Countess of Midloiliiau was a Utile womanj between sixty 
mid seventy years of agc> who must haTo been very pretty in her 
youth. At prnsent she made no pretension cither to youth or beauty^ 
sotno ladies above sixty will still do^^but sat confessedly an old 
woman in all her external relations. She wore a round bonnet which 
cmno much over her face,—being accuatoined to continue the use of 
lier boimct till dinner time when oooc she had been foroed by circum* 
stauocs to put it on. Slio wore a short cloak which fitted close to her 
person, and, though she occupied a great arm«chair, sat perfectly up¬ 
right, looking at the fire. Very small she was, but slm carried m her 
grey eyes and shar])-cut features a certain look of imporluuoo which 
saved her from being considered as small io iniportaneo. Alice, as soon 
us she saw her, knew that she was a lady over whom uo easy victory 
could be obtained. 

Here is Alice/’ said Lady Glciicora, rising as her cousin entered 
the room. Alice, let me introduce you to Lady Midlothiou.’’ 

Alice, ns she eume forward, was able to assume au easy demeanour, 
even though her witiuu was failing her. She put out her hand, 
leaving it to the elder lady to speak the fijret words of greeting. 

'*1 am glad at last to be able to make your acquaintaucc, my dcar,^^ 
said Lady Midlothian; ’’ ver^ glad.” i)ut still Alice did not speak. 

Your aunt, Lady Muclood, is one of my oldest friends, and I have 
hoard her speak of vou very often." 

And Lady Moclcod las often spoken to me of your ladyship,” said 
Alice. 

**Thcu we know each other’s names,” said the Couutcas; *'andit 
mUI bo well that we should be acejuainted with each other’s persons. 1 
nui becoming an old woman, and if 1 did not learn to know you now, or 
vt ry hbortJy, I might never do so.” 

Alice could not help thinking that even under those circumstances 
noil her might have had, so far as that was concerned, much cause of 
sorrow, but she did not say so. She was thinking altogether of La^ 
Midlotiiian’s letter to her, and trying to calculate whether or no it 
would be well for her to rush away at once to the subject. That Lady 
Alidloihiun would mention the letter, Alice felt well assured; and 
w hen could it be better mentioned than now, in Glcncora's presence,~ 
when uo other person wus near them to listen to her F ” ** You are 
vert kind,” saia Alice. 

’'I would wish to be so,” said Lady Midlotluan. ”Blood is 
Uiickcr than water, my dear; and I know uo ear&ly tiee that can 
bind people together if those ot family connection will not do so. 
Your mol tier, wlien she and I were young, was my dearest friend.” 

I never knew my mother,” said Alice,^feeliug, however, as she 
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thal the strength of her resistance to the old woman wus be* 
ginning to giro way. 

** NOj my dear» you never did;—and that is to my tliinking another 
reason why they who loved her should love you. But Lady Mnrleod is 
your nearest relalivc»^on your mother’s sidCj I meun^^and slic liua 
(lone her duty by you wc)l. 

<< Indeed ano haSf Lady Midlolhiau.” 

She has, and others, therefore, Imve been the less called upon lo 
interfere. 1 only say this, my dear, la my own vindication,—feeling, 
junJiupa, tlmt my conduct needs some excuse.” 

Till sure Alice docs not ihbik that,” said Lady Glcncora. 

"It is what ] think rather than what Alice thinks that concerns my 
own shortcomings,” said Ijady MidloUiiau, a smile wliich was iu« 
tended lo bo pleasant. ” But I have wished to make up fur former 
Io.st opportunities.” Alice knew that slie was about to refer to her 
Icitcr, nod trembled. "1 am very anxious now to be reckoned one of 
Alice VavKBOi'H frieuds, if she will allow me to become so.” 

” I can only be too uroud,—if—” 

"If W'hut, my dear r” said the old ludy. I believe that she meant 
lo he gracious, bat there was something in Lor manner, or, i>or)ium, 
rather lu the voice, so rcnellcut, that Alice fell that they could hardly 
become true friends. "If whut, my dear?” 

"Alice mean s ■■■ ■” began Lady Glcncora. 

” Let Alice say what she means herself,” said Lady MidlolUian. 

" 1 liardly know how to say what 1 do mean,” said Alice, wliose 
spirit within her was rising higher os tlie occasion fur using it cumo 
upon her. "1 am assured that you and 1, L:uly Midluthimi, differ 
very muclr as to a certain nuittcr; ond as it is one in wliicli I must 
l>c guided by my owu opiniou, and uol that of any other.person, per* 
hap s™ " ” 

" You mean about Mr. Grey P ” 

"Yes,” said Alice. "I mean about Mr. Grey” 

”1 tl^k so much about that matter, ond your lmppincs.s os Ihcroin 
concerued, that when 1 hoard that you wdle here I wus dcicriniued to 
lake Matching in my way to London, so that I might have an oppor* 
tani^ of speaking to you.” 

" Then you knew that Alice was here,” said Lady Glcncora. 

"Of course I did. 1 sup]K)sc you have heard all the hibtury, 
Glcncora P ” 

Lady Glcncora was forced to acknowledge tliot she had heard the 
history,— " the history ” being poor Alice’s treatment of Mr. Grey. 

" ASii what do you think of it P ” Both Alice and her hostess 
looked round to tbo further end of the room in which Miss l^uUiscr 
was reading, intfoding thus to indicate that thal lady know as yet 
none of the einumBta&cos, and that there could be no good reason 
why abe shonld be instructed in them at this moment. "Perhaps an* 
aothcr time and another place may be better,” said Ludy Midlothian i 
” but as 1 must go the day after lO'iaorrow,—indeed, i thought d 
going to-morrow* 
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''Oil, Lady Kidlotliian ]** ciclaimcd Lady GlcitcoriL 

“ You mubi*rcg;ird this ns mcndy a passing viaiti made upon buaU 
iirss. But, ns i was suyiiig, whcu sliaij 1 get aa upportuaity of speak¬ 
ing lo Alice M licrc we uec<{ not be interrupted P ” 

Lady Glciic<»ra snggesicd her room im stairs, and offered the use of 
it Ihnii, or ou that night wIm'II iho world slujiitd he aliout to go to bed. 
l^ut tl;e idc^ii of this premeditated lecture wus terrible to Alice, and slie 
dotcriuined Hint she would not endure it. 

''Imdy Uidhilliion, it uould really be of no use/' 

" Of no use, my dear! ** 

' No, indeed. 1 did get your letter, you know/’ 

And ns you Imvc not answered it, ) Imvc come all this way to see 
you” 

'' J Khftll be so sorry if I give offeuce, but it is a subject which I can¬ 
not biing myself to discuss she uas going to say with a stranger, 
but slic uas able to check berself before tlic oifcnsiYC word was uttered, 
—wlueh 1 cannot bring mysilf to liisuuss with any one.” 

** Jfut you don't mean lo say that you won't see me P ” 

'' i will not talk upon (hut matter,'’ said Alice. will not do it 
even with Lady Macicod.” 

" No/’ said Lady Midlothian, and her blmf grey eyes now begun to 
kimlic with anger; ** and ihcirforc it is so very necessary that olher 
frioTuls should iulcrfm.” 

”J>ut 1 will endure no i id or fercncc,” said Alice, "cilbcr from per¬ 
sons u ho arc friends or who am not friends/’ And as she spoke sLo 
rose from her chair. “You must fuieivc xuo. Lady Midlolliinn, if 1 
say tiuit I <'uM have no conversation uiUi you on Ibis matter.” Then 
she walked out of tbcviHuii, Icuxing the Countess and Lady Glencora 
togelher. As she went Miss J’ulbscr liflcd her eyes from her book, and 
knew tliat there had bcim aquunrl,.ljut 1 doubt if she hud heard any of 
the words which had been spoken. 

“The most >elf-willt'd young woman I ever met iu my life/’ said 
Lady Midlot litau, ns soon as Alice was gone. 

“ J knew Mi) well how it'would be,'*' said liudy Glencora. 

“But it is qmlc IVighlful, my clear. She has been engaged, with the 
fousciit of nil her friends, to this young niau.” 

“ 1 know all aWt it/' 

“But you miihl Hunk she b very wrong/* 

“1 don’t (jaitc uiidmtaud her, but 1 suppose sbo fcaiw they would 
not be happy together.” 

“ Uudeislaud her I 1 should think not; nobody can iniderstaiid 
her. A yuuug womau to become engaged to a gentleman iu that 
W*ay, — before^ all the world, as one Diav say to gu to bis bouse, as 
1 nai told, and tidk to the servants, and give orders about tlic ^inittUT, 
and then turn round and simply s:iy tliat she has changed her mind! 
She hasn’t given the sliglilest imou to my knowledge.” Ami Lady 
Midlothian, as she insisted im the absolute iniquity of Alice's pro* 
cerdings, almost startled Ludj Glencora by the cagcrncssof her C(>uii- 
tciuiuce. Lady Midlothian liad been one ol' those who, even now not 
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J rJte two years ago, ])ad assisted in obtainiRg tlic submission of Lady 
ileucora herself. Ltidy UidloiUuiQ seen ted oa the present oecu?i<>u to 
it^mciiiber uoihing of this, but Lady Glciicora rciueiubcrcd it vin) 
CJiacU.v. *'1 sliall not gire it up»'’ continued Lady Midtuiliiiin. 
*'1 havc.tbc greatest possible oldcclion to he^ father, wlio coiiliived 
to connect himself with our family iu a most shameful maimer, wiiliout 
the slLditcst cnconragt'ineat. 1 don't think 1 have spoken to him 
since, hut 1 shall see him now and tell him my opinion." 

Alice held her ground, and avoided all further conversation wltn 
Ladv Midtothimu A message came to her tlirougli Lady UIcncora int« 
j>Ioniig her lo gi\c uny, but she wus<|mte linn. 

Goo<l*bye to you. Lady Midiothiau said to her as she went. " Dven 
yet 1 timt things may go right, and if *so you will find that 1 cun 
lorgrt niid forgive." 

Jr pei>(*veraucc nierits success," said LadyGleticora to Alice, "she 
ongiit fo sncccTil." ** But she won’t succeed,' suid Alice. 


CHAPTEU OViL 

, XKE llUOnT BVIBO. 

Lady MmLorniAB went away on her road to London on the Wed« 
Dcsdny morniug, and Alice w*ns fo follow her on the next duy. It 
was now December, and the w*eulher woe very clear and frosty, but 
at night there was bright moonlight. On this special night the muon 
would be full, nnd Lady (ilciieura hud declared that she and Alioe 
Would ^ out amidst the ruins, it was no secret engagetnent, 
bflviiig Dccn cau^nssed in public, and liaving liccu met wiili con* 
sidciAle diseouragcmnit by some of the party. Hr. Palliscr had 
remarked that tlio niglit air would be vtry coiu, and Mr. Butt hud 
siiggi*&ted all manner of evil couscquenciis. Had Mr. Pulliscr alone 
objected Lady Glcncoru might Lave given way, but Mr. Bott’a word 
riveted her purpose. 

"We arc not going to be frightened," Lady Glcncora aaid. 

"People do not generally walk out at night in December," i4r. 
Pjdliser observed. 

"That's just the reason why we vent to do it," said Lady Glen- 
eonu But we shall wrap ourselves up, and nobody need be afraid. 
Jrffrcnr, we shall expect you to suuid scutiucl at the old gate, imd 
guard us from t^e guusts.- 

Jeffrey PoUiaer, bargainiug tlmt be might be allowed a cigar, pro* 
mised tbit he woiUd do as he was bidden. 

Tlie party at Matching Prionr Imd by this time become vciy small 
TItere were indeed no guests left, not counting those uf thu Valhscr 
iamiiy, excepting Miss Vavasor, Mr. Bolt, and on old lady who bud 
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been a great friend of Mr. ra]li»er^s mniber* It was piist ten id tba 
cvf!Qiiig when Ladj (jlaicoradecbired limt the time had arrived for them 
to carr^v out their purpose. 8lic invited the two Mbs Pulliscrs to join 
\m\ but they dec)aica, urging their feat of the uiglil uir» and showing 
by llieir inunnor ilmi they ihought the proposition a very imprudent 
Mr. Pott olTi^rcd to nccompauy ibcuij but Liidy (jlcucom declined 
Ills ul tendance very stoutly. 

Nu, indeed} J^r. Dolt; you were one of those who prcarlicd a 
M'nnou against my dissipation in the moruiug, and Yui not going to 
nllr^w yun tu join it, iiuw the time for its enjojmeiit bus conic." 

dear Lady Glcncum, if I were you, indeed I wouldn't/* said 
Ibn old lady, looking round towards Mr. Pulliscr. 

"My iichr Mrs. Marsliam, if yon wore me, indeed you tvould/* and 
Lady Cilr.ur.uru also looked ut her busband. 

" X think it n foolish ibuig to do," said Mr. Palliscr, sternly. 

"if )on fnihid it, of course we won’t go/* said Lady Ulencora. 

" i'oilud it!—nn; 1 shall not forbid it." 

"Allous donc/*atiid Lady Glencoro. 

She and Alice n ere already mulBcd iu cloaks and thick sliawls, and 
Alice now lolluurd lier out of Ibc room. There was a door wliich 
opimcd from the billiuvd-rcmm out ou to ilie grand terrace, which ran hi 
front of the lum.se, and hero they found Jcfli'cy Palliscr already aimed 
with his cigar. Alice, to tell llie truth, would much liuvc preterred to 
uiamdoii the expedition, hut she bad fell that it would be cowardly iu 
lier to desert Lady Gleocoro. There bud not arisen any very close 
iiitiniricy between her and Mr. Pulliscr, but she entertained a ceiluiu 
reeling I hat Mr. X'alliscr trusted her, and liked her to bo with his wife. 
bljo would have wished tu justify this sup}X)scd cunfidence, and was 
almost sure that Mr. Pulliscr expected her to do so iu this iustancc. 
She did sny a wool or two to her cousin up sUurs, urging that perhaps 
licr husband w ould not liko it. 

" Let him sny so plainly,’* said Lady Glcooora, " und 1*11 give it un 
inslaul.ly. But Pm uot going to be lectured out of niy purposes second* 
bund by Mr. Bolt or old iiloibcr Mursbam. 1 uuuerstaiid all these 
people, my dx’sit. And if you throw me over, Alice, Pll never forgive 
you/* Lady Glcncom added. 

AAcr this Alice resolved that she would uot tUrow licr iriend over. 
She was ufraid to do so. But she was also becoming a little afraid 
of her fricndt’^-afniid that she would be driven some day either to 
til row her over, or to say words to her tbid would l)e very unpalatable. 

"Kow', Jeffrey," suul Lady Gleucoro, as tlicy walked abreast along 
the broad terrace towiirds the ruins, " when we get under (he old gate* 
way you muni let uie oud Alice go roiyid the donnilory and the chapel 
Moue. Then wc*ll come back by the oloisten, and we’ll take aiiother 
turn outside with you. The outude is the finest by (bis light,-^only I 
want to show Alice somethiDg by ourselves." 

" You’re not almid, 1 know, and if Miss Vavasor is not— 

" Miss Vavasor,—who, I think, would have allowed you to call bei 
by her other uumc on such au occa&ioa as liua,^is never aCraiti'* 
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Glcucora, how daro f ou sny so P said Aiico* “ I reuUy ililuk wo 
had DcUcr f^o bnck/^ 

She felt licrself to lio Tory oiigiy with her cousin. She almost bo^an 
W that she Imil niUtakcu hcr^ ond had Uiought better of her ihM 
sue luul desi^rred. AVh^bke hod now said struck Alice as boiu^ 
vulgar,being premeditated vulgarity, aud licr uiuoyanoe was 
ccssivc. Of course Mr. Palliacr would tumk tliat she usis u coiisculiui; 
party to Ihc prnpusitirju mode to him. 

Go back ! ” said Uiciiconu “ No, indeed. T7e*ll go on, and leave 
him here. Then he can call nobody anything. Dou’t be nngry wiih 
me,*^ she raid, as soon aa they were out «^f hearing. “The trutli is 
this;—it’ you cIiookc to have him for your husband, you may.*' 

“ Jim 1 tlu Ui*i cbo05C‘/' , 

** Then there can be no lumn douc, aud I will tell him so. Bui Alice, 
—ihiuk of (his. ^Vhonl will you meet that would suit you better? 
And you need uol decide now. You need not say a word, but Icawi 
me lo tell him, tiuit if it is to bo thought of at all, it canmit bo 
thought of Idl ho meets you in Loudon, xrust me you will bo sulo 
mih uic.^* 

“ You fchull tell liioi nothing of the kind," said Alice. bcUevo 
you to be joLuig ibrongliout, and I iliink the joko is a bad one.*' 

“ No, tlnu'c you wrong me. indeed 1 am not joking. I know that 
in what 1 mu saying I urn telling you the simpio truth. *Jle has suid 
enough lo me to justify me in saying so. aW, think of it all. It 
would n oujicile me lo much, oud it would he smctlung to ho the 
mother of the future Duke of Omuium.*' 

^ *'Toinc it would be nolhing/' suid Alice; ''less thau nothing. I 
njcan to say that the tcmpUition is one so easily resisted tlmt it acts ia 
tim other way. Don't say anything more about it, Glcncora." 

“ If you don't wish it, I will not." 

“No;—Ldo uot wish it. Idou’t think I ever saw mootilighi so 
bright as this. Look at the lines of tlmt window agaiust tbo light. 
TIjcy arc clearer than you ercr see them in the day." 

TncY W'cre now stauding just witkm tli^ gateway of the old cruet' 
form chap cl, having cute red the tnuiscpt from a rumod passage whicli 
>ras FUp[>05ed to have cooncckd the church with the dormitory. Tlic 
shurch was altogeilicr roofiesa, but the entire walls were standing. The 
small clerestory vsdudows of the nave were perfect, and the large win¬ 
dows of the two transept^ aud of the west cud were nearly so. Of lie 
opposite window, which bod formed Ute back of the chair, very littlo 
remained. The top of it, with all its tracery, was gone, ana tim e 
broken upright mullions of unovcu heights alone remained. Tins was 
tail that rematued of the old window, but a transom or cross-bar of stone 
had been added to protect the carved stone-work of the sides, and save 
the f^nu of the ^jerture from further ruui. That this transom was 
modiim was to be seen from tbo magaiticent height and light grace of 
the workmanahip in the other windows, in which tlie long sUrmIcr 
tnuUio^ rose from the lower stage or foundation of tbo whob up into 
tlii middle tneery of the arch without protection or support, and then 
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lost themidvca aiiionff tbe curvcsj uot runniug up iuio (he roof or 
&op])itl» und tlicrc lioldiug on as though unable to stand ulouc. ^UCA 
w<*akncftS as tlmt had uot as jet shown itself iu islugiisk church oichi* 
tccturu when Mutcliing Tnory was built. 

** Is it uni beautiful P saiil Ulbjicorm do love it bo ! And there 
is a pcoulior /fueling of coU about thu chill of the moou diiTcruut from 
uij^ <j(licr cold. It inaki^ ^uu wrap yourself up tight, but it does 
hui muko your tcetli chatter; nud it acetns to go into your scubcs ruthor 
than iuto your boues. But 1 suppose tliat’s uoiucusc/' she added, 
oher a puu^e. 

more so lliaii wliut people ore supposed to Inik by moon* 

light/' 

Thai’s uukiiid. I'd like what 1 say on such im occasion to be luorir 
poclicrul or else more nonscusical than wimt other people suv under the 
Kuine eircuiustuiiecs. Ami uu\v Vll tell you why 1 always tliiuk. of you 
wiien I conic here by mocinliglit/' 

** Bui 1 suppose jtiu dou'l olieii come}*’ 

** Yvs, i do; that is to suy, I did come very oftra wLeu wo hud the 
full moou iu August. The weather wasn’t like this, and 1 used to run 
out through the opeu windows and nobody knew w here 1 was gone. 1 
iiiado liiiu emnn <jnee, but ho didn’t stvux to euro about it. 1 told biiu 
thatpuit of the refectory wall was fulling; so he looked ut that, and 
Imd a iiiasuu scut the next day. If uiiythiiig is out of order ho Ima it 
put to rights at once. There would have been no ruins if all the 
raliiscrslmd been like liim.” 

“ So >iiucU tlic ImLlcr for the world.'* 

(<No;^i &ay no. Things may live too loug. But now Vm going 
to tell you. Do you rcjueinbcr that night J Dix)ught you homo from 
iIjc nlay to Queen Auuc Street? ” “luuocd 1 do,—very well.” 

Alice liud occasion to remember it, for it bud been in the carriage ou 
that (evening that shu biul positively rcfuscil to give any aid to her 
cousin iu tlmt niulicr i\*biting io Burgo i'itsgcrold. 

** And do you rcaiomber how* the moou shone then?” 

“ \C8,1 think I do.” , 

”ikuaw 1 do. As we cmito roujid the oomcr out of CavendisU 
Sc|uarc he was standing there,—and a fricud of yours was standing 
wuh him ” 

” What friend of mine?” 

** Never mind that; it does not matter now.” 

** Do you mean my cousin Geoigc t ” 

” Xt»t 1 do menu your cousin; and oh, Alice! dear Alice! 1 don’t 
know why I should love you, for if you had not been haid-hcartcd 
that tijglit,—stcoiy enud in )*out hard propriety, 1 should have 
gone With him then, and all this icy cold^icss would have been pre» 
vented.” t 

. She was standing quite close to Alice, and ns ilic spake she shook 
iritb sliivcring and u*ra|)])ed her furs closer and still closer about hw. 

* ” You me very cold,*’ stiid Alice. “ Wo had better go iiu” 

No, i am uot cold,—uot iu that way. 1 won’t go k yet. )eftty 
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will Gomo to ut directly. Ye$;«^Tre thould hm eacap^d that mgbt if 
you would buTC allowed bim to oomc into jour bouse. Ah, well! wo 
didn't, uud tUero's ou cad of it.’* 

^*But Glencora,—you cauuol rrgret iti* 

Not rcffrut it! Alice, where can jour heart be P Or liaro you 
ft hrartP Not regret it! 1 would give every thing 1 have iiL the 
wot Id to Itavc been true to hhn. They told joc that no would spend 
my lit one Y< Though he should luivo spent every far tiling oi it, 
1 regret it; though he should have made mo a beggar, 1 regret it. 
Thry told me that Itc would illusa mo, tud desert me,—perhaps beat 
me. I do not believe \t ; but even though that shoula have been 
so, I regret it. It is better to have a lalao husband thmi to be a false 
wife.” ^ 

** Glciieora, do not speak like that. l>o not tiy to make mo think 
that nny tiling could iempt you to bo false to your vows ” 

” Teiii|d mo to bo fnUel Why, child, it has been all false through^ 
out. 1 never loved bini. How cuu you talk io that way, when you 
know that 1 never loved lump They browbeat mo and frightened mo 
1 .itl 1 did as X was ioldand nowwhat am I uow f ” 

” You nixi ‘his honest wife. Glciicoro, listen to me.*’ And Alice 
took hold of her otrl 

she said, “no; I am not honest. I3y law I am his wife; 
but the laws arc liars 1 I am not his wife. 1 will not say the thing 
llmt 1 imi. Wiicu I went to him ut the ollar, J know that 1 did not 
hive tlin ritnii that uiis to be my husband. But him,—Burgn,—I lovo 
him with all my heart and soul. I could stoop at lib feet and clean hb 
shoes fur him, and think it no disgrace! ** 

“ Uli, Cora, my friend, do not say such words as those! Ilomcmbcr 
wliat you owe your hu}ibnu(l and yuunudf. and come away.” 

“1 do know wliat 1. owe him, and I will nay it him. Alice, if I had 
a child 1 lliiuk 1 would be true to him. Tiunk ! 1 know 1 would;— 
though J had no hour of happiness loft to me in my life. But what now 
is the only honest thing that 1 can doF Why, leave lijin;—so leave 
him tliat he may have another wife and bo«the iathcr of a ohild. What 
injury sliall I do him by leuving Lim f He docs not love me; you know 
yourself tliat he does not love me.” 

“1 know that he docs.** 

“Alice, that b untrue. He docs not; and you have seen dearly tliat 
it u so. It may be that he con love no womou. But another woman 
would give him a sou, and ho would be happy. 1 tell you tiini every 
day and every aighi,—every hour of every uay and of every uiglit,—1 
nin tliinkingof the man I love. 1 have nothing else to think of. 1 have 
no occupation,—no fricods,—no one to whom I oare to say a word. 
But I am olwsyw talking to Burgo in my thoughts; and ho libtens to 
me. I dream Umb his arm is rouud m o ■"■■ * * 

“OU, Gleueorai** 

“Well!—Do you begrud^ mo that I should toll you the truth? 
Yev have said that you would bo my friend, and you must bear tl^ 
bvaeu of my friendship. And now,—this is wbat I ymii to toll yqb 
19-3 * - 
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after Ghristnas^ we arc to go to Motikebadei aad he 
will be there. Lodj Monk is his auot.'^ 

** You must uot go. No power slioald lake you there.” 

^'Tliat k easily saidi ohilu^ but all the Hamc 1 must go. I lold Mr. 
.Palliser that he would be Ihcrc^ oud he said it did not signify, lie 
actually said that it did not signify. 1 wonder wlicther he iinderatands 
what it is for people to lore each other;—whether he has oTer thought 
about it.” 

** You must tell him plainly that you will not go.” 

'Udid. I told him plainly as words could tell him. ^Glcncom/ 
he said,~a])d you kuow the way he looks when he means to bo lord 
and master^ and put on the very husband indeed^—”Tlu$ is mi annoy 
auGo which you must bear and overcome. It suits me timt wc sho .!J 
go to MonKsluido, aud it docs not suit me that tlmrc should bo 
any one whom you are afraid to meet.” Could i tell him that lio 
would lose his wife if 1 did go V Could I thi'cntcu him that 1 would 
throw myself into liurgo’s arms if that onportuiiity were giT<*u 1 o mcl’ 
XoU arc very wisi^nud very prudcul. Wnot would you have had mo 
auy t *' 

”I would have you uow tcU him CTcrylhing^ rather than go to that 
liowso,” 

” Alice, look licrc. I know what I am, and wliat I am like to become. 
I loutho mysoll^ and I loutlic the thing that I am thinking of. 1 could 
have clung to tlio outside of u miai*s body, to his vury trajmings, and 
luveil him ten times better than myself !-**ay, mu though oo luul ilN 
truated me,—if I had liecn allowed to choose a husbaud for mySolf. 
Jhirgo would have spent ny money,—all that it>would have boeu nos« 
siljie for luo to give iiini. ilut tliere woidd have bcim something lelV, 
und 1 think, timt by that time 1 could liavc won even him to c^urc for 
me. But with that nrnu—I Alice, you aio very wise. What uiu 
llo dop” 

Alice had do doubt as to wlmi her cousin sliould do. She sitould 
be true to hrr marriage-vow, whetlicr that vow when made were true or 
fniHC. She dliouid be true tp it as iar as trnth wr>uld now carry her. 
Axul in ordre that she might be true, she should toll her husbaml 
as much as might be uocossary to induce him to spare her the 
threatened 'rUit to Moukshadc. All I hat she said to Lady Glcncora, 
IIS they walked slowly aenmi Uic chapel. But Lady Gleucora was 
more occupied with her own ihonghts than with her friend a advice. 

Here’s Jelfrey !’* she said. ^*Wlnd an nnconscionablc time wo have 
' kept him I . 

” Don’t mention it,” he said. *^Aad I shouldn’t have come to 
you uoW| only that I thought I sliould ihid you both frccxuig into 
marble.” 

We are not such eold-bloodcd creatures as tIiat,^aro wo» Alice? ” 
said Lady Qlenoora. ” And now wc’U ^ round the outside; only we 
must not stay long, or wo shall frighten tuosc two dclioious old dueunas^ 
Mrs. Marsham und Mr. Jiott.” 

These last words were said as it were in a whisper to Alko ; boi they 
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irere eo wliispcrod that there vms no real attempt to keep them fiom (he 
tars of Mr. JuiFri'Y Falllser. GIcneons Alice tnoaght» should not have 
allowed the woixl dueuua to have pasaed Lor lips iu speaking to nuv 
one^ but uhovc nllj she should uot Wvo doue so in the hearing of klr. 
Vulliser^sruusin. 

The; walked all round tlic on a raised gravcl-|)at)i which hnd 
brcii made there *, aud Alice, who could burdl; bring herself to speak, 
so full was her mind of tliat which Imd just bcmi said to hcr,^was 
sarprifu;J to find that Gtcncora could go un, in (icr usual light humour, 
eliaitiug as though there were no weight within her to depress her 
spirits. 


CilAFTER XXVIIL 

ALICE LEAVES tllE FlttOaT. 

As (hej came in at the billiard^room door, Mr. Palliscr was there to 
meet lUom. ** You must be verjr cold/* ho said to UleucurR, who 
entered lirst. indeed,’’ said Glcneora;—but her teeth wore 

clfiittcring, and her whole appearance gave the lie to liur words. 

JclTre;,* said Mr. ralUscr, turuiug to bis cousin, am angry with 
you. xou, at least, should have known better than to have allowed her 
to i'cinoin so loug.” Tlieu Mr. Palliscr turned away, and walked his 
wife off, taking no notice wliutsoever of Miss Vavasor. 

Alice felt the sligb^ aud understood it ali. He had told her plainly 
enough, though uot in words, tlmt he had trusted liis wife with her, 
aud that she bad betrayed the trust. She might have brought Glcu« 
curaiu within live or six mumtes, instead of allowing her to roinaiu 
out there iu the freezhig night air for nearly tliree*quartcrs of on 
hour. That was tlie accuaatiem whioh ^r. Pol User made agaiiist 
lor, and he made it with the utmost severity, lie asked no question 
of her whether she were cold. ' He spoke no word to her, nor did 
he even look at her. She might g^ herself away to her bed*room 
as she pleased. Alice tindersiood all this completely, and though 
^ she knew ihid she had not deserved such severity, she was uot inciiu^ 
to resent it. There was so much in Mr. PalUscr's position that was 
to be pitied, that Alice coiild not find it in her heart to be angry with 
him* 

Ue is provoked with ns, now," said JefErey Palliscr, standmg with 
her for a moment in the hilliard*rooiD, as be bauded her a candle. 

^ is afraid that she will have caught cold.” 

*'Y6 s} and he thinks it wrong that she should remain out at tdgld 
so long. Yon can easily understand, MUa Vavasor, that bo has not 
much mnfdUxj fb? romaoee.** 

we say he is rigbV* said Alic^ not exactly knowing what to 
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say I mid not bciiig able to rorget what bad been said about henclf and 
JeUray FallUcr when tbcT ursl left the bouse. '‘Rouittucci usually 
means nouscnsei I belicTc/' 

That is uot Glcncom's doctrine.’’ 

but she is younger than I am. My feet arc very eold> Mr. 
Polliser, aad 1 think I will go up to my room/’ 

Go^-night/* said Jeffrey^ oflaring her his hand. ’'I think it so 
hard that you should have bcurred I us displeasure.” 

'Ml wiirnot hurt me/’ said Alice» smtling. 

”No;—hut lie Joes not forget.” 

”£veu thul will not hurt me. Good-night, Mr. Falliscr.” 

” As it is the Inst iiigiit, may I say g<K>d-uigb1, Alice? I shall be 
awsY lo*inorraw before y<^u arc up.” 

Ilo still held her hand; but it Lad not been in UIs for half a 
minute, and she hud thouglil nothing of thut, nor did she draw it 
away even now suddenly. '' No/’ said she, “ Qlcucora was very wrong 
there,—doing an injury without Dieouing it to both of us. Tlicro cun 
be no possilno reason why you should coll me otherwise thon is 
eusiomury.” 

” Cun there never be a reason ? ” 

”No, Mr. Palliser. Good nightif I am uot to see you to* 
morrow morning, good-bye.” 

“You wili certainly not see me to-morrow morning.” 

“ Good-bye. iiad'it not been for this folly of Uluucoru’s, our ao- 
quaiutanoe would have been very pluasaut.” 

’'To mo it has been very pleasant. Qood-nigUt.” 

Then she left him, and went up alouo to her own room. ,WheUior or 
no other guests were still left in tbo drawing-room she did not know; 
but she laid seen tliat Mr. Palliser took hb wile up stairs, aud thereforo 
she considered herstdf right in presuniing lliat the party was broken up 
for the night. Mr. Pmlbor,—Planlugcnet Pallbcr, according to oil 
rules of courtesy should have said a word to her as he went; but, as 1 
have said before, Alice was dbposod to overlook his want of civility on 
this oecnsioii. So she went ;«ip ulonc to her room, and was very glud 
to iiud hci’sclf able to gi^t dose to a good fire. Site was, in truth, very 
cold—cold to her lours, in spite of what Lady Glriicora hud said on 
behalf of the inCKiiilight. They two had been standing all but still 
during lhegr(*aler purl of the Umc that tlicy hud been talking, and 
Alice, us she sat ber-^iclf down, found that her feet were uuoibc^ with 
tlio dump that hud ncuctrated Ibroiigli her bools. Certainly Mr. 
Palliser had reason io ue angry that bis wife should have remained out 
• iu the uigiii air so lung,—though ucriiaps not witb Alice. 

And then she begun to think ot what liad been told her, and to try 
to think of what, under such cireamslanees, it hcdiovcd her to do. She 
could nut doubt Uiat Ijudy Gleneora bad iutended to drelarc (hat, if 
opportunity olTiird if self, she w ould Imc her husband, and put herself 
under tlm |ivolccUuu of hlr. FiUgcrald; aud Alice, moreover, had 
become |»iiiuln[|\ cunsciims lhu( the {kkw deluded unreasuniag crvaloto 
hid taught hcr^ to Uunk Uiat she might excuse herself for this siu to 
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her own consoience b; the fact that she was ohildlcs!9| aiiil tlut slia 
mmht thus give to the nmn wlio had marned her au opjiorlumiy of 
tee King aiiottier wife who might give iiim on heir. Alice well knew 
^uw iusulliciout such an excu!»c would l>o ctcu to the wretched vr<nnuii 
wlio liad framed it for herself. But still it would operute,—luanifc^lly 
had already operated, on her mind, icaehiiig her to hope that gouJ 
iniglit come nut of evil. Alice, who wies perfectly oleupaighled as re« 
gnrded her ccmsiji, however much impairal her vision miglit have been 
with rcferaucc to herself, saw noUiiug but ahsoluto ruin, ruin of the 
worst and most intolcrublc clcscrtpuun, iu titc ]daji wliich Lady (jlcticora 
sectued 10 have formed. To her it wa^ blank us the depths cl hell; uud 
she kucw Dial to Glcueoni also it wu$ black. I loatho myself/’ Ulcii- 
cora hud said, uud the ihiug that 1 mu thinking olV' 

liat was Alice to do under ilieso circumslniiecs i Mr. ^uUi^(n', slio 
was uwui'G, had quiUTollcd w*iih hcr^ for iu his silcut way he laid th*st 
shown tliut he bud trusted her us his wife’s friend; and then, ou 
this evcuiugi lie had sliown that he had eonsed to trust her. Bui she 
oai*cd little for this. If she told him that she wished to speak to him, 
he would listen, let his opinion of her be wlml it miglit; niid huviug 
listen'd be Would surely net iu some way timt would serve to save 
Ids wife. Whut Mr. Pulliscr might tliiiik of herself, Alice cared but 
lilllo. 

But then there outuo io her an idea,—an idea that was iu crniy 
rcsjiect feminine,—that in such a matter slio inul no right to betray 
her frinud! \^'lieu one wcmian tells the Mory of her lovo to uucdhcr 
woman, the coufidant always feels* Uint slic will he a traitor if slie 
rcv<*uls the secret. Uud Lady (ilciicora made Alice bolieve lliut she 
meditated murder, or robbery, Alice would iiavu had no Jillienliy in 
telling the (ule, mid tlius prcvculing Ihc crime. But now she hesduird, 
feeling that she would disgrace herself by betraying her fiieiid. And, 
after all, was it not more than prolmhlc that GIcneora had uo iuteuliou 
of carrying out a threat the very thought of w*hicU must be terrible 
to bcrsfdf ? 

As she was lliiiikiDg of all tills, siiliucf iu tier drc.«siug-go\vu close 
over the fire, there came oloud knock at ilic door, which, us she lnul 
turned the key, she was obligi^d to answer in person. She oiitueii flic 
door, and there was Ipbigcniu Pallibcr, JclTrcy’s cousiu, uud Mr. Ballism 's 
cousin. Miss Vavasor/' she said, 1 know tlmt 1 am taking a gymi 
liberty, hut may I come into your room for a few minutes ‘t 1 so imtcli 
wish to speak to you!" Ailce of course bade her enter, and jduced a 
chair for her by tbo lire. 

Alice Vavasor bad ma<l6 very little blimaey with either of the two 
Miss Bi^isers. It hod seemed to henclf os llinngh there bud Itecn two 

E artics in the hdase, and tliat slic had belonged to the one which wus 
coded by the Vife, whereas tlio PiJliscrs had been luilurally 
attached to that of tbs husband. TSicse ladies, us slm had ulicmiy 
seen, almost idolised their cousin; aud though ‘h't TulljMir had , 

till lately treated Alice with Uic greatest personal couricdy, there liud 
boeu no intimacy of friandahip U^wceo Uiom, and consequently uoui 
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beilfcca her and his special odlieroiits. Nor was either of these ladies 
prone to j^uddeu frionJiihip with bucli a one as Alice Vavasor. A suddeu 
inendsljjp >vitli u snufly prcsidcjii of a foreign Icaiued society, with 
ftumo pn-sonally imknoHJi luily employed on female cna^ratluu, wa;) very 
muck m lluur uay. Hut Alice imd not shown liersell to bo useful or 
learned, and her s|)eciul iutimucy withl^v Gluucora hud marked her 
out us 111 bumc sort sepamlcd from them uud (heir ways. 

I know that I uin iutrudiug/' saidMiss PiUlibcr> us thoughsliowci'c 
ulniohi afraid (jf iVlice. 

“ Oh dear no/* Alice. Jf 1 can do nnythiug for you 1 slmll be 
v<5ry hai'|jy." 

urc going to-morrow, mid if I do not speak to you now I 
bhould liavc no other opportunity. Uleucora seems to be very much 
utt ached to yow, und wx all ihouglil it so good a thing tliat slio should 
have such a fnend.’' 

'*1 luijie >ou have not ail chunged your luinds/^ suid Alicei M*ith u 
faint biuiloi tmukiiig us she spoke Uial the ** all ** must have bccuspeciully 
iutcuded to imriudo the imister of the house. 

Oil, no no means. J did not mean that. My cousin, Me. 
Pal User, 1 mcmii likul you so much when you came.'* 

And lie docs not like mo quite so muen now, because L went out iu 
the mnoulighl W'il h hU wife. Isu’t Hiut it t ** 

** Welt;—no, Miss Vavasor. 1 bud not iutcuded to mentiou that at 
All. 1 luid not indued. 1 have seeu him certaiuly since you cumn ui,^ 
just for u luiuutc, and he is vexed. JJut it is uot about that tliut J 
would speak to yon.*' 

** I saw pliujity cuough that he was angry witli me.** 

JIc thought you would have brought her in earlier.*' / 

'^Aud why should he think that I inuuuge his wife? She was 
the uubtivsb cut there as she is iu here. Mr. PuiliM*r lias been uuroosom 
able. Hoi tiiut it siginlit^s.'* 

‘*1 dou’t think ho has been unreasonable; I don't, indeed, Miss 
Tuvasor. lie has ccrtauily been vexed. Sometimes he has much to 
vex him. \uu see, Ulcncort^is very young.*’ 

Mr. J)oU nlbO had declared that ilidy Uleacora ivus very young. It 
W'Ob probable, Uicrefure, that that specim phrase imd been used in sumo 
discussion among Mr. PaUiacr*s party os to Uluncord'a Ibiblcs. So 
tliouglu Alice as the remembrance of the word eumo upon her. 

“ She is uot youngur tlnui when Mr. PaUiser married her,** Alice 
Slid. 

Vou mean that if a man moirics a young wife be must put up with 
the trouble. That is a matter of course. JJut their ages, in truth, are 
very aoitablc. My cousin himself is not yet thirty. When J say that 
Glcncora is young-*' 

** You mean that she is voun^ in spirit, aud pai'haps in eouduei, 
lhau he had expected to iuiJ ber.^* 

*<But you are not to suppose that he complains, Miss Vavasor. Ha 
is much t^ proud for that.*' 

'*1 should hope so/' said Alice, thinking of Mr. Bott. 
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1 h&rdl; ktiow hov to explain to 70 a wliat 1 wialt to say, or how fur 
I may be iuslUiud in suppobieg that you will believe lue to be acting 
solely ou Uleueoru’s btliuf. 1 think you hayc bo me iulluciico with licr •, 
^aad I know no one else that haa 

My fricudsliin with her is not of very long date. Miss Pulliser.** 
i know iti but still there is the fact. Am I not right in su]>« 
posiug- 

** ilk supposing what P ” 

** in suppoBuig that you hud heard the name of Mr. ril^eruld os cuu* 
nected with Glcncuru's before her marriage wiili my cousluP 
Alice paused a iiioinont before she ttuswered. 

" Yes, X iiadi” she then said. 

^*And 1 think you were agreed, with her ^oilier relalious, that such 
a marriage would have beeu very dreadful.'^ 

** i never spoke of the m^ittcr in tlic presence ot any tclutivcs of 
Glcucora's. You must uodernLaud, Miss PoUiscr, that though I am Iicr 
fiVT’ttwuy cousin, 1 do not even kuow her nearest* couucctious, L uever 
saw Lady Midlothian till she came hero tlm other day/* 
o atlvised her to abaudun Mr. Fitzgerald. 

** Never! ** 

kuow she was much with you, just at that time.** 

** I used to see her, certainly.'* 

Thou tliere was a ])auao, and Miss X'alliscr, in truU), scarcely knew 
how to go ou. There had hecu a horducss about Alice which licr visiUn 
had nQtn'ipcried,^an unwlilingness to speak or uvcji to listeii, which 
made Miss rulliscr almost wish timt she were out of the room. «She had 
lio>vcver, meulioued iitzgerald's name, and out of the room now 
she could nut go without cxplaiuiug why she hod done so. But at this 
point Alice came suddenty to her ossistauoe. 

** Just then she was often with mo,*’ said Alice, coutiiiuiug lier reply 1 
‘*and there was much talk between us about Mr. Fitzgerald. Wlmt 
was my advice then con be of UtUo matter; but in this we sLull be botli 
ugreccC Mi.ia Polliscr, that Uleocoro now should certauily oot lui calt<al 
upon to be in his company.** , \ 

** biic has told you theu f ** 

Yes j—she has told me/* 

That he is to be at Lady Monk* 8 ? ** 

has toid me that iir. foUiscr expects her to meet him at the 
place to wliich they are going when they leave the Duke’s and that slio 
thinks it hard that she shoula be subjtsoted to such a trUl/* 

it should be no trial, Miss Vava^r/* • 

Uow con it be otherwise ? Com^ Miss Palliser; if you arc her 
friend be fair to her/* 

** I am her* friend s-^nt I am, above everyth^, my cousin’s friend 
He lias told tne that she lias comphiined of Raving to meet this mam 
Ue'daclares that it should bo nothmg to her, and that the fear is au idle 
folly. It should be nothing to her, but still the fear may nut be idle. 
Is there any rema, any real ;reason,-^wby she should nut go P Miss 
Vavasor, 1 conjure yon to tetl i&c,««cvcn though in doing so you must 



803 


CAV rou FonoiVB 


cast RO deep mproacb upon her name I Anytbiug will be better Iban 
utter disgrace and sin! 

** 1 concoire that I cast no rcproacli upon her in saying th^t there k 
groat reason wIiy she should not go to Uonkshadc/^ 

‘‘You tliiuk tfioru is absolute ground for inlorfercucc P 3 must UO] 
him, you know, openly what ho would Latc to fear/' 

“1 think,—nu)*, Miss Pailiacr, 1 kiuiWj-^lhat there is ample rcaj^ou 
why you sliuuld save iicr from being taken to Monkshado, if you Jmve 
liie power to do so/* 

1 euu only do it, or nltonpt to do it, by telling Inm just wliat y(m 
tell me/* 

Tiicu tell liim. You must hayc thought of that, 1 suppose, bcfoit) 
you came to me/* . 

**Yes;—yes, Miss Vavasor. I had thougid of it. ’ No doubt I had 
thou dll of it. But I had beUeved all ihruiigh that you would assum 
mu tluit there was no danger. 1 believed that you wuiild have scud that 
she was iunocent/* 

**And she is iunocent/* said Alice, rising from her chair, ns ^hougli 
slic ndglil thus give em|>)iosis to words which she hardly dared to speak 
above H wliispcr. ** She is innocent. Who accuses* her of guilt f You 
a^k me a question ou liis behalf—** 

On hers—and on his, Mias Vavasor/* 

*‘A nuestton which 1 feid inrsclf bound to answer truly,—to answer 
with rcfcrenco to tlie wdluro of them both; hut I will not have it said 
llial J accuse her. Hie had butfi nltaclird to itr. Pitagondd vAwn yonr 
cousin uiarncd her. lie knew that UiIb had been the ca.se. Khc hild 
him the wliolc truth. Li a worldly point of view lier marriage with Mr. 
h'itsgorald would jirobahly have very imprudent.** 

** It would have been utlcrJy ruinous.** 

** Perhaps so; 1 say nothing nhoui that. But as it turned out, site 
gave up her owu wishes and married your consiti.** 

“ 1 aon*t know aliont her own wislics, Miss Vavasor/* 

It is whnl she did. She would liavo married Mr. ritsgemid, hud 
faliO'Uot been luudored by (he sdviec of tliosc around her. [t cannot bo 
sup])o,'*rd that she luis forgtdbm Inin in so short u lime. There cun be 
no guilt iu Itin* rcinenibrauce/* 

^'Tiicro is guilt in loving any other than her husband.** 

** Then, Miss Polliscr, it was licr oiarriagc that was guilty, and not 
her love. But nil that is ilono und past. It should be your enush/s 
object to teach her to forget Mr. FiU^rald, nnd be will not do that by 
^ta^^ her to a liousc where that gcnUcmim is staying.** 
has said so much to you herself? *’ 

I do not know that I need declare to you what she has said herself. 
You have asked me a quostiou, and I liave answered it, and 1 am thunk- 
ful to yon for having asked it What object cau either of us hare but 
to assist her in her iHJsilicm ? ** 

''And to save him from dishonour. 1 had so hoped that this was 
limply a childUh dread ou her pari.’* 

*' It is not so. It is uo clmdiih dread. If you have the pow to 
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prefeut her going to Ladj Monk’»» I iinplorc yaw to use It. Iiuleed^ I 
will usk jou to promiso tue tbitt you will do so.’* 

** After what you }ia?c said, I Imre no ftltcrnativc.** 

Exactly. TLcrc is no aitomativc. Eitlicr fur his sake or for licvs* 
tlierc is none.** 

Tlicrcupon Miss FuUiscr TOt up» and wishing her ooiuponion guut* 
night; took her dmmiiurc. Througliout the interview thui'c hiui lin n 
no eovditility of feeling hoiween them. There was no jirctcnce of frienci- 
ship, even as they were iiarting. They acknowledged I hat Uieir ohjerls 
were diircrcnt. That oi Alice was to sure Lady Glcacora from ruin. 
Tliat of Miss Faltiscr w&s to savp her cousiu from du^gram:,—wiih 

i )crhnps some further honest desire to prevent sorrow tuid kIii. Ouo 
oved Iindy Glcueora, and (he other clearly did not love her. 
ncvcrlhelm, Alice fell that Miss ruUiscr« mVoining t<j her, lutdnefed 
well; and t hut to hmclf this coining had alfurdcd immcitsu relief. Sumu 
step would now bo taken to prevent tlint mceliiig which slio hud so 
depmatvd, and it would bo taken without utiy grcAl viola! ion uf con* 
fidence <iii her part. She had said notinug as to whicli Lady Glcucura 
could feel herself aggrieved. 

Oil the uext morning she was down ia the broakfost-room soon after 
nitiC; and liad mot lieen in the rot)m many itiiuaics before ilr. Falliscr 
entered. “ The carriage ia ordered for you at u quarU'r bcfui c ten/' ho 
an id, ** and 1 have come down to give you your break fust.** There was 
u snide on his faco as be %\)6kc, and Alioo could sro tliat lie iulcndod to 
make hinisclf pIcusiuiL 

tVitl you allow me to give you yours insfoodi' ** said she, Uiit ns it 
happened, no giving on citfjcr side was uceded, as Alice's l>tcakfast was 
brouglit to her separately. 

*'Ulcncora bids me say that slio will be down immcdiafcly/' snid Mr. 
Pallisor. 

Alice then msdo some inquiry with rcrcreucc to the ( iTcelH erf hi^t 
uight's imprudence, which received only n half pronounrvd ivjjly. Mr. 
Pmliser wus willing to bo gracious, but did nut inbnul to be. uiiJi^rstfx^ 
as having forgiven the offence. The I'alliscrH then came in to* 
gctlicr, and after them Mr. Bott, cloMdy followed by Mrs. Mursliuni, and 
all of thcTD made inquiries afler i^idy Glcncora, os though it was to !>e 
supposed tliat she aiiglit pi'obably be in a pctilous state after wtiut she 
had undf^rgoiic on ttic previous evening. Mr. Boit was {lurticularly 
fluxioub. The frost was so uucommouly severe," said lie, "that any 
delicate [x:rsoa like Ludy Gleu*cowrer must liavo suffered in nmiuliijjg 
out so lf)1lg." 

The iiibiunaf iou iliat Alice was uot a delicate person, and that, us re* 
garded lica‘, the severity of the frost was of no momeut, was very ojiun, 
Slid was iluly appreciated. Mr* Bolt was aware that his great patron 
lind }]i aomi sort changed his opinion about Miss Vavasor, and In* a** 
of course dusposc<i to change his own. A fortnight suicc Aiicfj might 
have Inxn os dolienlc as she pleaacd in 3tr. Bott*B esliniation. 

" 1 hoiic you do uot eousidcr Xisdy Glcncora delicate," suid AJicu to 

Mr. Falltbcr. 
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Sbc !s not robust,'* suld tlic Imsband. 

By uo mcouV' Hn\d Mra. Marsliani. * 

“ludccd, no/' said Mr. Bolt 

Alice knew that alie wtis bciug accused of beiii^ robust lionrlf; but 
slio bore it in silence. Piougbnoys aud milkmaids are robust, uud ilic 
accusaliou xrns a heavy one. Alice, howevcri thougikt tluit sbo would 
not buve mbidcd it, if alic could have allowed bcvsclf to reply; but this 
til tim moiiiL'Ut of her going away slic could not do. 

** 1 thiuk slic is as strung as tlie rest of us/* said Ipbigonia PuUiscr, wlio 
fell that alter last night sTic owed sometLiug to Mias Vavasor. 

**As some of us/* said Mr. Botl, delcrmuicd to persevere in bis 
accusalion. 

At tikis moment Lady Glcucom entered, and euconutored the eager 
inquiries of licr two du<!nuas. These. Ikowevcr, sbu quickly put aside, 
and made her way up to Alice. ** The Mi morning has come Omn/* she 
said. 

^*YcSj indeed,’* said Alice. ’’Mr. ralUsor must have thought that 1 
was never going " 

“ Qn iiko other baud,” said b^ I have fell much obliged to you for 
staying.” But bo said it coldly; and Alice began to wish tliat she had 
never seen Matching Priory. 

” Obliged ! ” cxcmimcd'lmdy Clcuconu ” I can’t tell you liow much 
obliged ram. Oh, Alicc« 1 wish you were goin? to stay with us! ” 

We are leaving this in a week’s limn,” said Mr. Pallist^r. 

”Of course we arc/’ Siiid Lady Glencora. “With all my heart I 
w ish we were not. Dear Alice! 1 suppose we shall not meet till w'c 
arc all in tou'ii.” 

” You will let me kuow wbeu you come up,” said Alice. 

will send to you instantly; and idice, 1 will write to you from 
Gullicrum,—or from Monkslnulc.” 

Alice could not help looking round aud caLcUinc Miss Palliser’s eye. 
Miss Puliscr was slauding with her foot on the fender, but was so placed 
that sikc could see Alice. !5lic nuidc a alight sign w'llli her head, as 
much as to say tliiit Lady Gkuicora must iiavc no opportunity of writing 
ivom that lultcr place; bul sUo said iioihine. 

'Iben thr curniigc was aimouuccd, find Mr. FiUliscr took Alice out on 
his arm. ** J)gn’t come to the duor, Gleucora,” he said. ”1 especially 
wish yon not to do so.” The two cousins then kissed each olhcr, and 
Alice went away ti> th(k carriage. 

<^Guod*byc, Miss Vavasor/' said Mr. Balliscr; but be expressed no 
Wish that he might see her again as his guest at Matching Priory. 

Alice, as she was driven ju solitaiy grandeur io the railway staticn, 
could not but wish tliat slic bad never gone there. 
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CflAPTER XXIX. 

BUBaO riTZ^BBALD. 

% 

Ok iue nigKl; before Chriatmos Eve two men were aitluig togotber in 
George Vavaaor’s rooms in Cecil Street. It was past twelve o^clucki 
and (liey were both amoking; tbero were aqimre buttles on the tablo 
conUifiuig epirita, with hni water and cold water in jugs, nii<l one of tho 
two m'Ti WAS using, aud bod been nsiiig, ibesc muterniU for enjoyment. 
Yav^tsor bad not been drinking, nor did it appear as tUuugU bo mtciuicd 
to begin. Tbciij was u littlu weak bnudy and water in a gkiss Gy bis 
aide, l>ut iborc it hud rmnoiued niitouebcu fur the hist twenty njiuutcs. 
Ills companion, however, bad twice iu UihL time repleulBbed his bc^kcri 
and wuB u<iw puRiug out tlic smoko of his pine with the fury of a 
aUaunci'a funnel when sbo bas not yot burned the black oil ber lust 
insiulincut of fresb coals. Tbb man was liurgo Eiizgeruld. lie was 
ns haudsomeos cvcr;~a mau whom neither man uar woman could help 
lYganlingns a thing beautiful to behold ;'^but nc>t tlio less was there in 
his eyes and checks a look of haggard dissiparion,—of riotous living, 
which had become wearisome, by its coulinnunce, even to luinsoir,^ 
that told to all who saw him much of the history of his life. Most men 
who drink at nigbu, aud arc out till cockcrow doing deeds of darkm^ss, 
hocomc red in their faces, have pimpled cheeks uud watery eyes, and 
lu’o bloated aud not coiiiTortabk* to he seen. It is a kind dispeiuiution 
of iVovidence who tlius olTords to suefi siuners a visible sign, to bo seem 
duy by day, of the iDjury which is being done. The first approach of a 
carbuncle on the nose, about the age of thirty, has stopfied many a man 
from drinking. Vo one likes to tmve carbuncles on his nose, or to 
appear before his female friends with eyes wliicb look as though they 
were swimming in grog. But to Bu^ Fitzgeiold rroviclencr in her 
anger had not aiTo^ea this protection. Uc becHuic ut times pale, 
sallow, worn, and haggard, nz grew thi^ and still thinner. At tnucs 
ho had beeu ill to deal's door. Among his iuCimate Iriends tlicre were 
those who beard him dedaro frequently that his liver had become use- 
loss to him; and that as for gastric juices, he had none left to liini. 
But still his beauty renuuned. The perfect form of his almost god-lilco 
face was the same as ever, and the brightness of his bright blue eye was 
never quenched. 

On the present occasion he had come to Vavasor's room with the 
object of oskii^ from him certain assistance, end perhaps also some 
'wouat of adviCb. But as regarded the latter article ho was, 1 think, 
in the state of most men when they seek for couDScUon who shall 
coonsel them to do eviL Advice administered in accordance with bis 
own Views would give him oomfortable enoouragemeut, but advice on 
ilic other side he was prepared to diaregori aJtogotlier. Tiicse two 
men had known etch otheg jong, and a inUmacy had existad b& 
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twecu them iu the dajs past» previous to I^idj Glcncora's engagccnom 
with Mr. Pttlliselt wlion Ladv OIcncora cndrovuured, vninly as we 
know, to obtain aid fn>m Alice Vamsor, Bar^ had been instigated to 
believe that Aliceas cousin might assist him. such aasistaiicn George 
*Vamor wonld have* heeji qmtu ready io give. ^ Some p(.*cimmry assist* 
anre lie had given, hr at that time having becu in good funds, rcrhtws 
be bad for n moment induced Bnrgu to think that he couLI obtain lor 
the pair tho use of the house iu Queen Ajine Blreet us u |K>iut ut wlueli 
they nnglit mcet| and from whence they might start on Ihuir journey of 
)nve. All that was over. I'liosc hopes had been frustrated, and Lady 
(Jlrncora M'Cluskie hud become liDcty Glcucora I’aHiscr, nud not Lady 
GIcnoora Filsgcrald. Ihit now other hopes bod sprung up, and Uu)go 
was Hgaiu looking to his friend for assislanoc. 

believe anc would,** Burgo said, os he lifted the glass to 
liU moutli. It's a tlilug of that sort that a man can only believe,— 
]icrhans only hope,—till be lias tried. 1 know that she is not happy 
with l>im, aud 1 have made up my mind fhut 1 will at least obk 
her." 

"Bnl he would have her fortune all the same P " 

^*1 don’t know how that uamld be. 1 liavru*! inquired, and I doD*t 
mean to iurmirc. Of course i don’t expect you or any one cIm ix> 
Ix'licvc me, out her iiuincv >ms no bearing on Iho nucstion now. Heaven 
kiuovs I want nioucy haa enough, but 1 wouldnV take uway nnothcr 
man’s wife for money." 

** Yon (lon’t mean to say you think it would be wieked. 1 supposed 
you to bo above those prigudJces." 

It’s all very well for you to ohalT." 

"Tl’s no clndf at all i tell you fairly I wouldn’t run away with any 
man’s wife. 1 imvo an old fashioned idea that when a man has got u 
wife he ought to be alloweil to keep her. Bublic opinion, 1 know, ii 
against me " 

think ho ran uu7iy with my wife," said Bufgio, with emphasis; 
" that’s tho way I look at it. Bbe was engaged to me fir^t; and sho 
really loved me, while she uoyor cared for liim." 

Ne.v(*rthoh*s9, marriage u marriage, aud Uio law is against yon. 
if I (lid go in for such a troableaome job at ail, I cortmly should 
keep an rye upon the money." 

It can uiaVc no difference." 

did make a dii&rencc, I suppose, when you first thought of 
marrying iier ? " 

" ()f course it did. My people br ouafct ns together because sbe bad 
a large fortune end 1 bad none. TbMTtio doubt in tho world about 
that. And I’ll tell you jvhat ^ 1 boBovu that old harridan of ui annt of 
miue is wUluig io do the sumo Hhlng now a^in. Of course she doesn’t 
sny as much. She i||pu]du*t dare no that, but 1 do believe aho means 
it. I uonder wUeie sho e.tpccis to go to I" * 

Tint’s grateful on your part." 

" Upon uiY soul I hale her. I do indeed. It isn’t love for mo now 
(Q mucli os aowurighl uudioo agidnsl FaUisur, because ho bulked hoy 
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preicct before. Slie is a wicked old woman. Sjiuc of ns feibwa are 
vicKfd euougli—you and 1 for mstaucc— 

** Thank yoa. I don’t knuw,^liowoycri Uiat 1 am quaURcd to run iu 
a cun'icle witli you.” 

Bui wo aro auguli to eueb on old elie^devil ns (Imi. You may bo* 
lie VC me or uot» us you liko.—1 daro say you won’t bolievo me.” 

** ril say I doj at any rale.” 

** The truth is^ 1 wnut to got her, partly because I love her; but 
chiefly because 1 do believe in n>y heart that she loves me.” 

‘'It’s for iicr sake then I You are ready to sacrifice yourself to do 
hot a good turn.” 

As for snorlDoing mj'selfi that's done. I’m a mmi ultorly ruined nud 
would ciit my throat io-morrow for tlio soko of my relatiouii. if 1 enred 
cuougli about them. I know my own oondifiou pretty w<dl. I liuvo 
made a slunwreok of everything^ and have now ouly gut (o go down 
Mjnoug the breakers.” 

'^Oiily you would liko to lako Lady Qlencora with you.” 

by Heavens! But sometimes^ when I do ilnnk about it at alb 
—wliieli I do as seldom os J can,—it seems to me that 1 miglit sHIl bo* 
coiDC a diltoreot fellow if it wore possible for me to marry her.” 

” Had yuu married her when she was free to marry any one and 
when liar mousy was her own, it might bavo l>€rii so.” 

” I think it would bo quite as much so mw. I do, indeed. If I could 
get her ouco, say to Kuly, or perhaps to Grecep, 1 think h could triuit 
licr well, and live with her quitOy. 1 know t!i^ I would try.” 

** VVilUout tlic assi.><tancc of brundy and oigars t ” 

” Yea.” 

” And without any money ? ” 

” With only a tiUlc. I know jou’U laugh at me; but I niako pioturcs 
to myself of a sort of life which 1 think would suit us, and bn very dif* 
feront from this hideous way of living, with which I Imve bccoine so 
sick that 1 loathe it.” 

”Somcthittf like Juan and Uaidee, with riantyPidl coming after 
you, like old Lambro.” By the Tucknomc of i’lonty Pall, George Vavasor 
intended to designate Loc^ Glccoom’s present husl^and. 

”Ho’d got a mvoree, or course, and then wc should lie inarrind. 1 
really don^ think he’d dislike it, when it wss all done. They tell me 
he doesn't care for her.” 

“ You have seen her since her marriage f ” 

” Yes; twice.” 

** And have spoken to berf ” 

. ” Once ojily,^so as to be aMgto do more than ask her if she were 
wclL Once, for about two sunutes, I did speak to her.” 

” And what did she say P ” 

^ SA\q said it would be tetter titat wc should not meet. When she 
said that, I knew that she was siiU fond of me. I could have fltllcu at 
her feet at that moment, only the room was full people. I do think 
that she is fond of me.’* 

Vanuor paused a few inioules. dare say sho is fund of yout*’ te 
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then ** but wketber she has plucic for sueh a tiling na this is tnore 
tliau I can say. Proha})!; she lias not. Aud if she £iia, probably you 
would full in can ying out your ptau.’’ » 

i must get a little moneyUrst^f* said Burgo. 

And tliat’s au operatiou which no doubt you find more dilTicuIt 
every day, as you grow older.** 

** It seems ( o be inuoli the some sort of thing. I weut to Magruin 
this mnniijig.*’ 

lie’s the fiHow tliut lives out near (iray's Inn Lane F ” 

** Just beyond the Poundling Ho^ital. 1 went to liini, and he was 
fjiLilc civil about it. Ho says i owe him over three thousand pounds^ 
but t lint do(^su*t scctn to make any dilTercnco.** 

** How much did you ever have &om liim ? 

** 1 don’t recollect tliat I ever absolutely hod auy money, lie got a 
bill ol' miim from a tnilur who went to smasb> and lie kept on renewing 
Llint fill it grew to bo ever so many bills. 1 think he did ouce let mo 
have twenly^foiir |Knmds,«*»but eertmnly never more tbuii that.'’ 

** Auii he says lie’ll give you money now P 1 sup]>osc yon told him 
whyyott wanted it P’* s 

**1 didn’t name hcr»—but I told him wbsl would make him under* 
staud that I lioyvd to gel oil with a lady who had a lot of tin. I naked 
him for two hundred and Uriy. lie says he’ll let me have one hundred 
ami fifty on abill ut two mouths forCvo hundred^*—with yoiu* numc to It.*’ 

** With my name to it I Ihat’s kind on his part,—ami on yours, too.” 

” Uf course 1 can’t take it up at the end of two montlis.” 

1 dure say not,” said Yuvosor. 

“ Bub he won’t come upon you then,—nor for a year or more after* 
wanU. I did pay you wliut you lent me before.” 

** i'es, you did. 1 always thought that to be a special compliment on 
?our part.” 

” Aud you’ll find I’ll pull you through now in some way. If I don’t 
succeed ill this 1 shall go oil the hooks altogether soon; and if 1 were 
dead niy ]) 00 (dc would pay my debts then.” 

Before the evening was ov^r, Vavasor promised the assistance asked 
of Lilli, lie kuewtiiat ho was leuding bis name to a man who was 
utterly ruined, and putting it into the hands of another man who was 
absolutely witliout couscicnce in the uso he would make of it. He knew 
that lie w;is creating for himself trouble, and in oil probability loss, 
which he was ill able to bear, ilut the thii^ wus one which came within 
the pa^e of Ids laws. SucIi tissistance as tliat he mi^it ask of others, 
aud had asked and received before now. It was a reoklcas deed on his 
part, but then all Ids deeds were reckless. It was consonant with his 
u&odo of life. 

** 1 thoi^ht you would, old fellow,” said Bargo, as be got up to go 
away. ” Perhaps, you know, 1 shall pull you through in tuis; and 
perhaps, ufUA* all, some jtai't of her forluue Will come with her, If so 
you’ll be all right.” 

“Periiaps 1 may. But look here, Buigo,—don’t you give that 
fellow up the bili till you’vo got the money mto your 
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You ra&y be ((uita easy about that. I kuow tiicir tricks. Uo and 
I will ^0 to fhc bank l.og6ther» and we shall squabblo ilifrc at tUc doof 
about louL* ur live odil sq\ ercipiB»-^ud at last I shall have to give him 
U]) two or three. licastly old robber! 1 deolare 1 tbiuk lie’s worse 
tbuU I am myselC.’* Xhea Burgo Fitagerald took a little jnoro brandy 
und water and went away. 

IkMVHS living at this time ia the house of one of his relatives iu 
Cuvcudisli bquarc> north of Oxford Street. His uuoles aud his aunts, 
ajid all those wiio were his natural tricuds, had cluug to him wiili a 
icnnoit v (liai was suriidsing; for he had never been true lo any of them, 
and did not even i^rclcud to like them. His father, with whom for imiiiy 
years he hud unt. burn on sneuking terms, was now dcml; but ho had 
Msicrs whose husbands wuula still opcu their Uuuscs to Inin, either iu . 
i^ondou or- in tlic couiiuy;—would open their*houscs to him, aud loud 
him tluMi* hm'ses, and provide him with every luxury which tho riuli* 
enjoy,-^xci^pt ready money. When the uttermost stress of pecuniary 
(uiilKin'assiucut would come upon him, they would pay some thing to 
nave oil' the immediate evil. Aiul so Burgo went on. Nobody now 
bought of suyiug much to rer>i*oach him. It was known to bo waste of 
vonls, uiid tioublc in vuiu. They were still fond of liimt because ho was 
bvniutifui ond never vain of his muty i^-^'bocause iu the midst of his 
recklessness .there was always about him a certoia kindliacM which 
made him picusuot to those around him. Uo was soft aud gracious with 
children, and would bo very courteous to Lis lady cousins. They knew 
that as a vurux he was worthless, but ueverthelcss they loved him. 1 
think tho secret of it was chietly in this^^hat lie seemed to think so 
little of himself. 

But now as he walked home m the middle of the night from Cecil 
81 reel to Caveudish Square he did think muoii of liimsclf. indeed suclx 
self-thoughts come oiituiully to all men, be their outward conduct ever 
to reckless. Every man to himself ia tho centre of the whole world * 
the axle on which it all tuma. AU knowledge is but his own perception 
of the thiugs around him. All lore, and care for othcra, and solicitude 
for tho world's welfare, are but his own feelings os to the world's wauts 
and tho world's merits. 

Uc had played his pari as a ecutro of all Uiings very badly. Of that 
he was very well aware. He had sense enough to know that it should . 
be a nuui's lot to earn his bread after some Mahioa, and he often told 
himself that never as yet had he earned so much as a penny roll, lie 
had Icarued to oompreheud that the world's progress depends on the 
way in which men do their duly by each otter,-•that the progress of 
one generation depends on the w^arge of such duUes by that wliich 
preceded it;—and he knew that he, ia his generation, had demo nothing 
to promote sucb'prc^^rcss. He tboronghly despised himself—if thei'e 
mi^t te any gooa in that 1 But on such occasions as these, when tho 
wine he boa drunk was sufficient only to drive away ih>m him tho 
uuuibacsa of despair, when he was ill alone with the coul night air upon 
his face, when the stars were bright above him and the world around 
him was almost quieki ha would still hims^ whether there might 
U 
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not j€t bo» eveii for him, aosie liopc of a rcrlcmption> some chatieo of 
bettor life in store for him* lie wtis still ;oung, wunlin;; some jears 
of tliirtj. Could there be, even for lum, some mode of cstricatimi from 
Ids miaorj F 

Wo know what was tlio mode which now, at this mooienti was 8Ug> 
eestiuf* itself to him. He wus proposing to as the beat thine 

that bo could do, to take nwaj Another nioti’s wife and make hiuiscB 
bappj with her. Whni be bad said to VnTosor as to disregarding Ijady 
Glcncor&'a money bod been perfectlr true. Tbot io the event of her 
^)ing oif with bun, some portion of her enormous wealth would still 
ming to her, be did bclicTc. Boetnff tbat sbe bad no cbihii'cn he could 
not understand where else it sUoula all go. Bui he thought of this us 
it regarded her, not as it regarded him* Wlieii ho had berui*e made his 
suit 1(1 licr,^a euii which was Iheu lionouruble, however disAilvouta- 
gcous it might lutvc scorned to be to her,—he bad made iu Ina mind 
certain calculations as to the good thinn wliioh would result to him if 
ho were successful. lie would keep bounds, and have three or four 
horses every day for his own riding, and ho would liavo no more inter* 
yiews with Mugruin, waiting in tuat rogue's diugy back parlour for 
many a weary wretched lialMiour, till tbo rogue should bo pleased to 
show himaeli. So turbo had beenmoroeuory; but ho had learned to * 
love tlie girl, and to cure more for her tlian for her money, and wlion 
the day of disappointment came upou hiin,'^tlio day on wbicli she Imd 
told h^n that ml bolwcuni them was io bo over for ever,—he had, for a 
few hours, felt the loss of bis love more than the loss of his money. 

Then he hod hod no further hope. No such idea as that which now filled 
his mind bud then come upon liim. The girl hod gone from biin mi 
married auotlicr man, and there was an end of it. But by degrees 
tidings had rcaolied him that she was not happy,^reaching him through 
the mouths of people who were glad to oxaggerato all that they bad 
beard. A whole tnbo of his femme relatives hwi been anxious to pro* 
mote lus marriage with liody Gleneora M^Cluskie, declaring that, after 
ail ilmt was come and gone, Burgo would oomo forth from Jus troubles 
AS a man of ^rcat wealth. Sp great was the wealth of the heiress that 
it might vitlistaud even bis propensities for spending. Tliat wliole 
tribe had been bitterly disa]tpoiuted; and when they heard that Mr. 

. Patliser’s marriage liod given him no child, and tliat Lady OlenecM^ was 
uubap^,—they made their remarks in triumph rather than in sor* 
row. 1 will not say tbat tbey looked forward approvingly to such 
li step as that which Burgo now wished to take,—though os re* 
gar^d bis aunt, Lady Monk, he himself had acou^ her; but they 
whispered that such thincs luul been done and must be expected, 
'^'hon mornagos were made up as hod been that marriage between 
Mr. Polliser aud his bride. 

As ho walked on, tliinkiug of his project, be strove hard to cheat 
himself into a belief that he wonld do a good thing in carrying Lady 
Glencora away from her husband. Bad as bad been lus lifebe bad * 
noter bctbi*c done aught so bad ns that. The more fixed bis inten* 
tioA becamoi the more Uioiougbly Ito came to perceive haw great 
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and gmnvjk waa tUe crime wlucU he contemplated. To elope witb 
nnotuer man’s aife. no longer apoeared to him to be a joke at wUioIi 
suoli men os he might smile, bat be tried to think iliat in this 
case there would be spcoinl ciroumstauces which would almost 
justify hiiD} and also her. They had loved each oilier and had 
sworn to love each other wiili coostanov. There had been no .cbanjro 
iu the feelings or even in the wishes oY cither of them. But cold 
people liod come between them with cold calouhitious, and had 
S4!paratcd tbem. She had bccn» ho told himself made to marry a 
nmu she dul not love. If they two loved each other truly, would 
il uiit still bo bettor that they should come together }f Would not 
the sin be forgiven on account ot the iiijustiec wliich hud been doiic 
to (hemP Had Ur. Batliacr a right to expect more from a wifi 
who hud hetn made to marry him without* loving himP Tliou' he 
rcv<irlud to those dreams of a life of love, in sumo sunny country, 
of which he had spoken to Vavasor, and be strove to nourish them. 
Vavasor had laudied at him, talking of Juan and ilaidce. But Vava* 
sor, lie said to liimsclf, was a hard cold man, who Imd no toimh of 
romance iu liis character. He would not bo laughed out of his plan by 
sucli as lic,^nor would he be frightened by the threat of any Lambro 
who might come aRer liim, whether ho miglit come in the guise of iii- 
diiniant uncle or injured husband. 

He had crossed from llcgcut Street tlirongh Hanover Square, and as 
ho came out by the iron gates into Oxford Street, a poor wretched girh 
iigitily clod in tliiii raiment, into whose bones tlie sharp frecsing air was 
pcuctratiiig, asked him for money. Would ho give hci* something to gut 
drink, no that for a moment she tnigiii feel the warmth of her Ufo rc« 
IIowed ? Such midnight petitions were common enough iu his ears, and 
he was passing on without thinking of her. But ahe was urgent, and 
took hold of lurii. ** For lore of God,’* she suid, if it*8 only a penny 
to got a glass of gin! Feel my hand,—how cold it is.*' And she strove 
to put it up against his (ace. 

xlo looked round at her and saw that she was very young,—sixteen, 
perliaps, at the most, and tlini she liad once,—nay, very lately,—been 
exqnisitcly pret^. There still lingered a&oul ber eyes some remains of. 
that look of perl^t innocency and pure faith which had been hors not 
more iban twelve months since. And now, at mldniglit, iu the middle 
of the surocts, she was praying for a pennyworth of gin. os tbe ouly 
comfort she knew, or oouid expect I 

Xou are cold I said he, tjying to speak te her cheerily. 

Cold I said she, repeating the wm, and striving to wrap herself 
closer in her rags» os she sluvcrod^** Oli Ood! if you knew what it 
was to be as cold ss X am I 1 have nothing in the world,—net one 
penny,—not a hdlc to lie in I 

We ara alike then,” said Burgo, with a slight low laugh. '^1 also 
luyvc nothing. You cannot be poorer than I am.^* 

poor I’* she said. And then she looked up into his (ace. 

Gracious; how beautiful you arc! Such as ygu are never poor.” • 

Uc laughed aguiu,—m a diderent tone. Ue always laughed wlicu 
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anj one told hm of Lib Leant j. 1 am a deal poorer tLnn yon, my 
gin/’ he said. You Lave nothing. I have thirty ibousond pounds 
worse than nothing. Bui come along^ and 1 will get you somethmg to 
eat.” 

‘'Will TouP ” said sUo^ eagerly. Then lookmg up ul him agam> she 
cxcloimca—Oh, you so handsome! ” 

He took licr to a public-housc and gaTe her bread and meat and beer, 
and stood by her wnilc site ate it. She was shy with him then, and 
would fuiu have taken it to a comer by hcrsclfi haul he allowed her. He 
perceived this, aud tamed his back to her, but still spoke to her a word 
or two ns she ate. The woman at the bar who served him looked ut 
him wunderiugly, staring iuto bis face; and the potboy woko himself 
thoroughly that he tnigut look at Burgo; and the watcrniau from tlic 
cub-ataud slured at him; ‘and women who camo in for gin looked almost 
lovingly up into his eyes. He regarded thezn oil not at all, showing no 
fueling of disgrace at his position, uud no desire to carry iiimsclf lis a 
ruQlcr. lie quietly paid what was dne when the girl had Hnished her 
meal, aud tlicn walked with her out of tlio shop. And now/’ said he, 
what must I do with you P If I give you a shilling can you get a 
bed 1 ” 8hc told him tuat site could get a bed for sixpence. “ Then 
keep the other sixpence for your breakfast/’ said be. But you must 

E romiso mo Uiat you'll buy no gin io>uight.’* She promisod him, aiul then 
c gave her liis baud as he wished her good*night;—^hia baud, wliicli it 
hod been the dearest wish of Lsdy Glcncora to call her own. She took 
it and pressed it to her lips. “ 1 wish 1 might once see you tigain/’ she 
said, “because you arc so good aud so beautiful.” lie lauglied again 
cliecnly, and walked on, crossing the street towards Cavendish Squares 
She stood looking at bbn till he was ont of sight, and then as she moved 
away,—let us hope to the bed which bis bounty had provided, and not 
to a gin-shop,—she eiclaiincd to herself again and again—“Gracious, 
how beauUiul he was! ” “Uo’s a good uu,’* the woman at the public- 
house hod said os soon as lie left it; “but, my! did you ever see a 
man’s face handsome as that fellow’s?” 

Poor Burgo 1 All who had seen him since life had begun with him 
had loved him and striven to Vhcrish him. And with it alh to what a 
state had he come ! Poor Burgo I had bis eyes been less brightly, blue, 
and bb face less godlike in form, it may bo that things w'ouJdbavo gone 
better with him. A sweeter-tern pored man ilion he never lived, 
one who was of a kinder nature. At this moment he IiAd barely money 
about him to toko him dowu to bis aunt’s bouse at MouLsbade, and ai 
he h^ promised to be there before Christmas Day, he was bound to 
'start on tlie next morning, before help from Hr. bui^uiu was possible. 
Mevertheloss, out of bis very narrow funds he had given half a crown to 
comfort the poor creature who had spoken to him m the street. 
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COKTliUlKO A U>VB LBTTKE. 

Vava&Oa» qs bo sat alouc in liis room^ aflor Fitager&Id bad Ictl liitti, 
bcguu to Iblitk of tho days iu wbinli be liad before wiahod to a;^5is<t bbi 
fricjid in bia views with rclaveuce toLady Glcucora;—or ndlicT bo bccan to 
tUiiik of Alice’s behaviour thcQ» and of words. Alice bad steadfastly 
vofusod to give any aid. Mo less likely assistuut for sucli a pur(K)»e 
could have m:en selected. But sbo bad been very earnest in dccluriu^; 
tliot it was GloDCom’s duty iu stand by her pfomisu to Burgo, *‘llo is 
a dc6]>cvalc spoudibrift/^ Kate Vavasor Lad said to her. **Tben lot her 
tuAch him to DC otbcnvisc»’’Alice had answered. *'That might hav<? 
boon a gr>od reason for refasiug his olTcr when he fli^t znodo it; but it 
OAU be 110 excuse for untrutb^ now that she has I old liim that blie loves 
him I ” ** If a woman/* she liad said agaiu^ won't Tonturo her fortune 
for tho man siie loves, licr love is nut worth having.** All this Qcorgo 
Vuvosor remcnibcrcd now; and ns be remembered it bo asked himscll 
wbotlior the wouimi that hud oiioo loved him w-ould venture her forluno 
for hifn still. 

Though his sister liad pressed him on Ibo subject with all the 
Yclmincuoe that slic could use, he hod hardly hitlicrlo mndu up bis 
mind that ho reollv desired to marry Alice. There hud grown upon 
liim lately certain liahemian proi>cusitios,—a love of absolute inde^n- 
denec inliis thoughts os well os actions,-^wliioh were antagouistic to 
marriage. He was almost iuelined to thiuk that marriage was an old- 
fas iiioncd custom, fitted indeed well enongh for tho usual dull life of the 
world at large,~as many men both in llcatbcn and in Christian ages 
have taught themselves to think of rcligion,~biit which was not adapted 
to his advanced intelligence. If he loved any woman he loved his cousin 
Alice. H he thoroughly respected ajiy womaa be respected her. But 
that idea of tying bimsdf down to a liou/ehold was iu itself distasteful 
to him. It is a thii^ terrible to think of,*’ he once said to a congeuial 
friend in these days oihis life, ** that a man should give penmssion to a 
priest to tic him to another human being like a Siamese-twin, no that all 

E er of separate and solitary action should bo taken from bim for ever 1 
beasts of the field do not treat each other so badly. They neitiier 
drink themselves drunk, nor cat thcmsclrcs stupid ;-^or do they bind 
thmselvea tpgeUier in a nnion which boili woold have to hate.*** In 
this way (jeorge Yavasor, trying to imitate the wisdom of .the brutes, 
had taught hims^ some theories of a peculiar nature. But, nevcrtlic* 
less, as he thought of Alice Vavasor on this oocaalon, he began to feel 
that if a Siamese twin were necessary for bim, she of all others was the 
wom^A to whonthe would wish to be so bound. 

And if he did it at all, bo must do it now. Under the joint instigation 
of himself and bis mat^,^as he thought, and pcrlmps not altogothui 
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willuiul rcosoUf^slic Lnd brukrn Ucr ciigngcmcut witU Mr. Grov. Tlint 
bim woul(l renew it ii^'ain if left to herself, lie believed pit)bal>fc. And 
then, desfiito tbet advuucod iutclligcnce which had taught him to rcgnnl 
all roriDS uud ceremonies witli the eje of a philosopher, had slill 
enough of human frailU about him to feel keeuljf alive to the pleasure 
of taking fj'oja John un^y the prise whioh John Grey luul i»o nearly 
taken from him. If Alice could nave been taught to tluuk us he did aa 
lo the absurdity of those indissoluble ties, that would have been belter 
But uotlihig would have la^en more impossible than tlie Icucliing of such 
u lesson to his cousin Alice. George Vavasor was a luun of courage, 
and dared do most things;—hut he would not have dared to commeuco 
the teaching of such a lesson to her. 

And now, at tUia mundent, what was his outlook Into life generally ? 
llo hud very high ambition, ajid a fair liope of i^ratifying it if he could 
only provide that things should go well with huu for a year or so. Ho 
was still a poor man, having been once nearly a rich umn: but still so 
much of the result of his nearly acquired riches reaimnca to him, that 
on tho strength of thorn he might probably fiud his way iuto parliament. 
Ho luid paid the cost of the last attempt, mid might, in u great degreo, 
carry ou ins present attempt on credit. If be succeedea there would 
be open to liim a mode of life agreeable in itscli^ uud honourable among 
men. But liow was lie to bcor tho cost of this for the next year, or tlic 
mat two years } iiis graiidfallier was still alive, and would probably 
live over tnat period. If he married Alice lie would do so with no idea 
of cheating her out of her money. She should leuru,-^Qay, she hud 
already learned from liis own lips,—how perilous was his enterprisa. 
But lio knew her to lie a woman wlio would* boldly risk all iu money, 
tlurngh no comiidcialiou would induce her to stir a hair’s lircodtli 
tow'aids danger in reputation. Towards teaching her that doctrine at 
which X have hinted, be would not bovo dared to make an attempt | but 
he felt that he should have no repognanoe to telling lier that he 
wonted to spend all her money in the llrst year or two of their marriod 
life! 

Ho was still iu Ills arm-cl^air, ihinkiug of all this, with that small 
'mtu^ted modicum of brandy and water beside him, when he licard some 
distoiit Ian I both cluck strike three from over the river. Then he rose 
from his scat, aud taking the caudles in his bund, sat himself down at a 
writing-desk on the other side of the roorti. ** I needn’t send it when 
it’s written/’ ho smd to himself, and tho chances are that I won’t/’ 
Then he took his paper oud wrote aa follows 

""•JDbab Alice, 

'^The time was when il^ privilege was mine of beginning tny 
letters to you with a warmer show of love than the above word contains, 
when 1 might aud did coll you dearest; but 1 lost that prMege 
through my owu folly, and since that it has been accorded to another. 
But you liavo round,--wiih a thorough honesty of purpose than which* 
X know nothing gr^r,—that it has behoved you to withdraw that 
privilege also. X need hardly say that 1 shoim not have frrittea 
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os I now wrilc> had you not found it expedient to do as jou have 
done. 

now ouec aguln aik you to bo my wife. In spiiu ol ull that 
passed in those old days^—of oil tbc sclilsh folly of uideh I then 

guilty^ i think you know, and at the lioie kuow> that 1 ever loved you. 
1 claijii to 8uy for my sell* that my loro to you was true from that io 
Iask, aud 1 claim froni you belief for that statement. Indeed 1 du nut 
think that you crer doubted my love. 

Nevertheless, when yon told me that I migid no longer liopc lo 
make you my wile, L Iml no word of rcmoiiatraijco that i could utter. 
\ou uctiul as any womau would act wlioiu love liad not made a fool. 
Then came the c|>isodc of Mr. Grey ; and bitter rni huve hemi iny fcel- 
whilst that eng^igcjocnl lasted, 1 uercr made any attempt to come 
between you uud the life you luul chuscu. *ln say mg ibis I do not 
forget llio words which 1 spoke.last summer at Basle, wlion, ns fur ns 1 
know, you still intended that he hhould bo your Uusuuud. But wimt 1 
said iUciL was uotbing to that which, with much violcuco, I refrained 
from saying. Whether you rtniember those few Avords 1 cannot tell; 
but ocvtaifiTy you would not imvc rcnicuiimi^d ihmn^w'ould not uveu 
huvo noticcu them,—had your lieart been at Ncthercoala. 

^*13ui all this is nothing. You are uow again a free womau; and 
ojicc agaiu 1 ask yon to be iiiy wife. We arc uotli cjidcr than w'O were 
when we loved bufoi'c, mid will both be prone to think of nmrriagc iu u 
snmcwiiat dilFcrcut light. Then ncrsoual love for each other wus most 
iu our ihougliU. Giid forbid tuat it should not bn uincli in* our 
thoughts now! Terhaps 1 am deceiving myself in saying that it is not 
even uow sLixmgcr in jniae ihun any other considerutmii. But we liuvo 
both niachcd that time of life, wheu it is probable that in any 

□ losiliou of murrl^ we should think more of our adaptability to 
i other than we did before. For myself 1 know thi£ there is much 
in my character and dis(>osUion to make mo unfit to marry a wonuui of 
the coinmou stamp. You know my mode of life, and what are my hoT)CB 
aud my chouccs of.succc8s. I run great risk of failing. It may be tliat 
I shall cucoiiutcr ruin where 1 look for reputation and a career of 
honour. The cliouces are ftcrlmps m<we in favour of ruin than of 
success. But, whatever may be the clionccs, X sluiU go on as long ns 
any means of candying ou tbc fight arc at roy disposal. If you were my 
wile to-morrow X should expect to nse your money, if it were needed, in 
struggling to obtain a seat iu parliamcat and a hearing there. I will 
bar^y st^p to tell you that 1 do not ask you to be my wife for the 
soko of this aid;—but if you were to become my wife I should expect 
all your oo-operatioa;—with your money, possibly, but certainly with 
your warmest apiiit. 

'^And now/once Alice—dearest Alice, will you be my wife? 

I have been ptuusbe^ ai^ I have kissed the rod,—as I never kissed 
any other tod. Yon cannot accuse my love. Blnco the time iu which 1 
sn^t sit with my arm round your waist, I have sal wUh it round no 
other waist. Knoo your lips were min^ no other lips hare bcou door 
to me. Since you were my coossellori 1 have had no other oeunsellor, 
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unless it be poor Kntci whose w!sb tluit Vc inaj at IcnglU be narried is 
i&ocoud in oajiiestQCss only to nij own. Nor do 1 tliiiiK you will doubt 
n>y rcpculnuce. Sucb ru]H;utHU 0 G indeed claims no merit, ns it has been 
the natural result of tbo loss which X hare suiTered. Providence l^as 
hit! I or to booii very good to mo in not imviag mode llial loss Irrcmediabto 
by your niarria;^ wiUi Mr. Grey. I wish you now to cousider tlic 
niutlcv woK, and to toll me whether you cau pardon me aud still love me. 
Do 1 fluUrr uijstdf when X feel that I doubt your paidou almost more 
than 1 doubt y<mr loro ? 

Think of this thing iu all its bearings before jou answer me. I oui 
so anxious that you should tliiuk of it that I will not expect your reply 
till tliis (lay week. It con hardly bo your desire to go through litc 
unmarried. 1 sliould say tluit it must be csseniial to your ambition 
that you should join youi*Iot to that of some niou tho uaturc of whoso 
aspirations would be like to your owu. It is because this was not so 
us r<;gurded him whose suit you had accepted, that you found yourself 
ut last obliged to ])art from him. May 1 not say that u'itli us there 
W'oiihl be no huch dilfercueef It is because I believe that iu this 
respect we arc lilled for each oilier, as mau mid woman seldom are 
lilted, Hint I once agnla ask you to he my wife. 

^^Thia will roiicli you at Vnvrwor, where you will now lie with tlm old 
Sr^uire and Kule. X have told you mdliiiig of my purpus<* in wiitliv^ 
tins Icilor. if H nhould bo (Imt yoiir answer is sueli as I desire, 1 
should use the opportunity of our rC'ungugcmcut to eudunvour to be 
ixicoiicilcd to uiy gnmdfiithcr. II o has uiisuudbrstood me and has illused 
mu ]lut I am I'cady to forgive Uiatf if he will allow zno to do so. In 
such ousc you and Kate would arrange that, ayd X would, if possible, go 
down to vav;isor while you aro there. But 1 am galloping on ahead 
foolishly iu thinking of this, aud am eountiugup my wealth while the 
crockery in niy basket is so tc^ fragile. One word from you will 
decide w)iether or no 1 shall ever hurts it into market. 

that word is to be adverse do not say ouyllnug of a meeting • 
between me aud the Squire. Uudor such clrcumstauoes it would bo 
impossible. Put, oh I Alice, do not let it be adverse/ 1 think yon love 
me. Your w oman’s pride iol^ards me has been great and good aud 
vromauly; but It lias W its way; an^ if you love me, might uow be 
taught to succumb. 

“ Dciir iUicc, will you be my wife ? 

** Yours, iu any event, most alFeetioimtely, 

Gbosob Vavasou.” 

Vavasor, when he had fuuahed )us letter, went back to Lis scat over 
•^he fire, and t lie re he sat with it dose nt Ids hand fur nearly an hour* 
Once or twice he look it up with fingers almost itching to tbrow it into 
tho fire. lie took it up and held the oomers between his forefinger aud 
thumb, throwiJtg forward Lis hand towards iJie flame, as though willing 
tbut the letter sliould esenpe from him and perish if chance sliould so. 
decide. Itut chance did not so decide, unu tho letter was put back 
the table at his rlbow. Thou wheu I he liour was nearly over he 
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read it agala. bet two to oqc that abe gWtt way/^ he aaid, to 

biuiaclfj aa ho pat the aheet of paper back mto the covclopc. 
are such oul^ud«out fooia.’^ TiicQ ho took his candle^ and currjtn^ lua 
letter with him, went iato }ila bed^room. 

The nc:&t moiuiug was the ukomizig of Chrlatmaa Etc. AL about 
nine o'clock a boy cauio iuto hit r<iom who was accustomed to call fur 
orders for the day. Jem/’ ho said to the liov» ‘there’s half a ci*owu 
lying there ou the lookiug-glaas.” Jem loukcu aud. aokuowlcdged the 

i 'u'caencc of the liall-ci'own. *'ls it a Lead or a tail, Jem ? ” asked the 
loy’s uiaslcr. Jem scrutinised the coin, and declared that the unpor- 
iiuist sui face showed a toil. Then take that letter and iiont it, auiil 
George Vavasor. Whereupon Jem, asking no quesliou, aud thin king hut 
lilUc of Iho circumstuuecs uudor which the pnmnmud was given, did 
take the letter aud did post it. ]n due uccorAiuco with postal reguli* 
lions it reached Vavasor llali and was dulivci^d to Alico on the 
Christm^is nioruiug. 

A merry Chrislmas did not tall to tlic lot of Otiorgn Vava.^or ou the 
present occasion. Au early Christ hi:kS*box he did receive in the simpo 
of a very hurried uotc h’om his friend Burgo. ** This will he luxiuglit 
to you by IStiokliug/’ the uotc said; hut who Stickling was Vavasor did 
not know. ‘‘I tend the bill. Couldn't )uu the money and send it 
nn^, as J don’t waut to go up lo town again buforo the thing ooincs olf f 
Y 00 * 1*0 a trump; and will do the best you cau. Don't let tliat rogue 
od* lor IcftS^thuu a hundred aud twenty.-^Yours, B. E." Vaviiaor, ihcro* 
fore, having uotUiiig better to do, spent liis Ctirislmas morning in culling 
on Mr. Miq;ruin. 

*^Uh|Mr. Vavasor/’sahl Mugruiu; ''really this is uo morning for 
business! ’* 

‘'Time and tide wait for uo man, Sir. ilagruin, aud my friend wants 
his money to-morrow.” 

‘‘Oil, Mr. Vavasor,—to-morrow 1 ” 

"Yes, to-morrow* If time uud lido won’t wait, neither will love. 
Came, Mr. Hagruiu, out with your cheque-book, uud don't let's have 
uuy uouscose.” p 

"But is the lady sure, Mr. VavasorF” asked Mr. Magruiu, 
anxiously. 

"Ladies never are sure/’ said Vavasor; ‘'hardly more sum than 
bills made over to inoucy-kudere. I’m not going to wait here all clay. 
Are you going to give him the money f ” 

"Chriatmas-day, Mr. Vavasor 1 There’s no golting money in the 
OiW to-day.” 

But Vavasor before ho left did get iho money from Mr. Magruin,— 
£122 10s.—fqy whiob on oocepiance of two mouths for £i>00 was given 
in 6 zchs 2 ^,—and carried it off in triumph. "Bo tell him to be 
nuhctual/' said Mr. Mogruin, when Vavasor took his leave. " I do so 
like young men to bo punctuoL^ Bnl I really thbik ilr. EiUgciaid is 
tlic most uupuuotoal yonng man I ever did know ycl.” 

" 1 think no is,” said George Vavasor, as lie went away. 

Uo ate his Ctarislmos dinner in absolute solitude at on coliiig'house 
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near liis lodgin;^. It maj be supposed tlial* uo man dares lo dine at bii 
elulj ou n Christmas Daj. lie at onj rate did not so dure;—and after 
dinuci* lie Wondered about ihrniigh the strcc^Sj Wondering witliiu hU 
mind 1io\k he would endure the restraints of j^iarricd life. And thi 
sniiic dull monotony of bis iLiys was continued for a week, duriu|^ which 
iio waited, nut impatioutly^ for au answer to liia letter. And beiorc tliQ 
end of the week tuo answer caoio. 
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Atree came down to breakfast on that Cbrblmas morning nt Yarosor 
ilall without making any higu as to the letter she bad rcccmKi. The 
party there couHistcd of her ginndfutlicr, her father^ her cousin Kate, 
and herself. They all made their Gliristinas salutatioua as is usual, and 
Alice received uim made hers ;i3 did the others, without allowing that 
aujlhmu had occurred lo disturb her tinnquillity. Kate reinarkea that 
she ];ud heard that luoriiLiig from Aunt Orceuow, aud promised to 
show Alice the letter after breakfast. Bat Alice said no word of her 
own letter. 

Why didn’t your anut come here to caliber Christmns dinner P ’* 
said tliu Sijnira. 

^'Perlmps, i)ir, because you didu*t ask her/’ aaid Kale, standing close' 
to her gnuidfallicr,—^Ibr the old mau was somewhat deaf. 

And why didn’t you ask her P—that is if she elands upon asking to 
come to her old home.” 

8ir, but I couldn’t do that without your bidding. We 
Vavosars arc uol utwuys foud of meeting cadi other.” 

*'liold your conguc, Kate. \l know what you mean, aud you should 
be the htst to spcsik of it. Alici^ my dear, como mid sit next to me. I 
am much obliged to you for comiugdown all tliis way to see your old 
crandfatlicr at Uhrlstmus. I am iudecd. I only wish you had brought 
better news about yonr sweetheart.” 

i:>he’il Uiink better of it bciurc long,” said her father. 

^^Papa, you shouldn’t say that. You would not wish me to marry 
against my own judgment.” 

” I don’t know much about ladies’ jodgmenta,” said the old man. 
” II docs seem to me that when a lady mokes a promise she ought to 
keep it.” , 

” According to that,” said Kate, **if I were cngaccd to a man, and 
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found that ho was a murdci*cri I still ought to marry lum.” 
”But Mr. Grey is not a murderer,” said Uie Squire. 
'*Pray,—pra^, don’t talk about it,” send Alice. ”lf 7 < 


cannot sit aud hear it.” 


you do I realli 
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” 1 h&TO givea over etyiag anylliu^ oa llio eubjcst/^ said JoUm 
V av^OFi 8i>cukiiig as though ho bad mready expcudod upcni it a vast 
•niouafc of pateruul eloquence. Ho Uhd, however, aever said mom than 
ms bccu recorded in these pages. Alice, duiiug tliis couvorsutiuu, sal 
with her oousiu's letter in her {lookcti aad os jet uad uot otcil heguu to 
thiulc what should bo the uature of her ruplj. 

Tliu Sfiuiro of Vavasor Hull was a stout old mau. with a red face cud 
grt^j eyes, which looked fiercely at you, and with long grey liuir, and a 
rnngli grey beard, which gave him aomethiiig of the ap])eurancc of an 
old lion. ' He was ])assioiiatc, uarcasoulug, and spociolly ini]mticat of ull 
oj>p05ition; but lio was olTcolionato, prouc to forgive when asked lo do 
so, unselfish, and hospitable. He wa% moreover, guided stiioily by 
rules, which he believed to bo rules of right. His grandson George had 
oifeuded iiim very deeply,—hod offended him aud never asked lus 
pardon. He was determined that suclt pardon should never he given, 
uuioss it were asked for with almost bonded knees; but, noverthelcKs, 
his grandson should bo his hoir. That was bis present iuLciition. The 
right of primogcuituro could not, in acoordaneo with his theory, be 
ubnigatcd by tuo foot that it was, in Ocuigo Vavasor’s case, protoolcd 
by no law. The ^uirc could leavo Vavasor Hall to whom lie pleased, 
but he could not liavc hoped to rest quietly in liis grave should it bo 
found that bo had left it lo any one but iho eldest sou of Ids owu eldest 
son. Thougli violent, and even stem, he was mure prono to love than 
to auger; aud though none of those amuiid him dared to speak to him of 
his gmndsbu, yet lie longed in his heart for some opporitmity of being 
riioouoiled to him. 

The whole paiiy went cburclt on this Christmas moniiiig. Tlie 
small uari>li chmcli of Vumor, aji unpretending woodcu structure, willi 
a siiiglo bell which might be heard Uukliag for a mile or two over the 
feiU, stood oU aluue aMut half a mile from the Squire's gate. Vavasor 
was a parish situated on the iulenacdiale ground between the mouatuius 
of the lake country and the plaius. Its loud was unprodiicUve, ill* 
drained, and poor, and 7^^ it possessed little or none of the beauty 
w hich tourists go to see. It was all acni{^t the aud very dreary. 
There were long akirtinga of dark pines around a portion of tho Squire's 
property, and at the back of the house there wa.H a thick wood of firs 
running up to the top of what was there called the Deacon Hill. Through 
this there was a wild steep walk which came out upon the moorland, 
and from thence there was a track across the mountain to Hawes Water 
and Naddale, and on over many miles to tho further beauties of fiowucss 
and Windermere. They who Juiew the country, and whoso logs were 
of use to them, oould find some of the grandest scenery in England 
within reach of a walk from Vavasor Hall; but to others the place was' 
very desolate. For myself, I can find, I know not uOiat of charm in 
wandering over open, Wadorn^ jnooriaud. It must be more in tlie 
softness of tho grass to the foet, and the freshness of the air to the 
lungs, than in anything that meets the eye. Ton miglit walk for miles 
and miks to tho north-east, or east, or south-east of Vuvosor without 
nocting any object to arrest the view* The great rood from Lancaster 
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to Caillslc crossed iLc outakirt of tbe small parisli about a mile from ilie 
cliurciii aud beyond tikai Uic fell seemed to be iuterminable. Towards 
tbe north it rosf'i und toward the south it fclli'and it rose and fell very 
gradually. Hpi*o uu<l tlici'c Home 9H;;Iit appeanmee of a valley miglit be 
traced wliich Jmd been foruied by llio action of the waters; but such 
break logs of ground were inconsidcnible, and did not suffice to interrupt 
Ui(t hleni sainciK'Ss of the everlasting moorlund. 

'J'bo daily life at Vavasor nu^choly enough for such a one as the 
Bquire’s s(jn> who rcgaided Loudon as the only place on the earth’s 
siirfuec in niucli a man could live with comfort. The moors olTen'ed no 
chauus to bini. Nor did lio much upjnecbfc the homely cuiuforlH uf 
the Ibill; for the house, though warnn was old^fasliioncJ mid small, and 
the Squire's cook, was pearly as old as the Squire himself. Jolm 
Vavasor’s visits to Vnvusor were always visits of dufy rather (him of 
pleasure. But it w as not so wi(h Alice. She could be very happy thvn: 
uirit Kale; for, like Imrself, Kaft' was a good walker and lovrd (he 
mountains. Their regard for each oUicr baa gro>vn and become siroug 
Ixx^anse they hud gone together o’er river niui moor, und beeuusc.they 
biul toge(.hcr disregarded those iinp(slimcn(.H of mud imd wet whieli 
frighten so mmiy girls awuy from Ibn iHanil ies of nature. 

thi Uiis ('liriblmuH Day they uli wont Ut eliui'ith, the Scpiiru being 
Acconi|):miod by Alice in a vchictc which in Ireland is culled an inside 
jnun(ing-car, aud which is iierhujis (lie most ujicomfurtublc kind of 
vehicle yet invented ; white Jobu Vavasor walked with his uiucc. But 
Ihe girls had arranged (hat immcdiatclr after church they WDuld fitail 
for a walk u)> the ikucou Hill, across tlic fells, towards linwes Wator« 
They always dined at the Hall at the vciuCious hour of Hvc; but os 
their church borvioc, with the socnimcut included, would he completed 
boou after twelve, uud as lunch was a meal whieli the Squire (bd not 
hirnsell’ utteud, they could have full four hours for tlicir eicurdion. 
This hud alt been phumed hefore Alice received her letter; hut there was 
nothing in that to make lici* clmu^ her mind about the walk. 

Alice, my dear,*’ said Ihc old mau to her when they were together 
in tho jaunling rar, **yi>u ou^lit to get married.*’ The Squire was hard 
of hearing, aud under any dird'umslmiccb an inside jaunting-car is a bud 
vluce for couvenation, as your teeth arc m^arlj sliakeu out of yoar head 
oy every iiiovtuucut which the horse mokes. Alice therefore said 
nothiue, but smiled faintly, iu reply to her grandfather. On returnijig 
from church ho iusisted that Alice should i^uin acoompauv him, telling 
her H]iecially that he desired to speak to her. My dear child/’ he said, 
'*1 have been tliiiiking a great deal about you, aud you ought to gi^t 
' mamed/’ r 

Wcllj Sir, perhaps 1 shall some day.** 

“ Kot if you quarrel with nil your suilorn,” t-uid the old 'mau. ** You 
quancllcd with your ccusui Geo^, and uow you Imvo quarrelled witli 
Mr. Grey. You’ll never get married, my dear, ii you go ou in that way/' 
^^"lly should I be married more tlian Kate? *’ 

**Oh, Kate! 1 don’t know that anybody wants lo many Kale. 1 
wi.>h you’d tliink of w hat 1 say. If you don’t get siarricd before long, 
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Twlinps 7011*11 ncTcr {pt married at alL Gcatlcmcn won't atand tlmt 
Kind of thing for ever.** 

The two girU took, a alice of cake eacli in Let hmid^ and started 
on Ihoir walk. We ahan’t be able to got to the Likc^*' said 
Kate. 

** No,** Bold Alice; ^*but we can go ns far as the big stone on Svvuidalo 
.Tell, where we can sit down oud see it/* 

** Do 70 U remember the last time we sat there P ** said Kate. ** It is 
fDarl; three ^viir% ago, aud it was then that 700 told roc that all was to 
bo over lictwiXJi you luid Gcoigc. Do you rcjucmbcr wliat ^ fool 1 was. 
aud how 1 screamed in my sorrow P I sometimes wonder at myself uurl 
my uwu folly, Uow is it tlial I eaii never get up any interest about my 
own bciougiiigs P Aud then we got soaking wet tlu'ough coming home/' 

“ 1 rmiicmbor that very well/* ' 

And how dark it whs ! That was in S 6 pteinb<T, but we Lad <liu<ul 
early. If we go us far as Swmdulo we shall have it very dark coining 
Iiomc to-day;—but 1 don't miiul that through tim JUcuoou Wood, he- 
cause 1 know tny way so well. You won't be ufruld of half uu lioai'’s 
dark P " 

Oh, no/* said Alice. 

** Yes ; 1 do remember tliat day. Well; it*s all for tbo best, I sup«' 
pose. Aad now 1 must read you my aunt*s letter/* Then, while they 
were still in tlie wood, Kate iemk out the letter from her aunt and rend 
it, while they still walked slowly up the hill It seemed that hitherto 
neitlier of her two suitors had brought the widow to terms. Indeed, 
she continued to write of Mr. Cbccsacrc as tbougU that gouticiimu were 
inconsolable for tbo loss af*Katc, and gave her uk'CC much serious ad« 
vice us to the expedience of retummg to Norfolk, in older that she 
might secure so elijpblc a liualuiud. ‘^You must uudersUmd oil the 
time, ALce,** said Kate, pausing as she read the Icdter, iiiut iliu dear 
man has never given me the slightest ground for tlic fuiulest Lope, aud 
tlmt X know to a certainty that he mokes an oiTur to her twice a week, 
—that IS, on every market day. You can't enjov half tim joke if you 
won't bent that in mind.*' Aficc proruiacd that slic would liear it aft in 
mind, aud then Kate went on with her heading. Poor Itclllield was 
working very Lord at his drill, Mrs. Oreenow wcut on to say; so liard 
that sometimes she really thought tbc fatigue would be too much for 
his strungth. He would come in sometimes of an evening and just take 
a Clip of tea;—generally ou Mondays and Thursdays. These arc not 
murict d^ 9 S at Norwicu,** said Kate; “ and thus unpleasant nicelings 
are avoided.*’ copies in,** sold Mrs. Grecnow, *'and takes a 

little lea; and sometimes I ibink that be will faint at my feet/’ ‘’That 
he kneels there on every occasion,** said K&te, and repeats his olfex 
also twice a week, I have not the least doubt in the world/’ 

And will she accept h im at last P ** 

Beally I dm't know what to tbimk of ib Sometimes I fancy that 
sue likes the fun of the thing, but that she is loo wide-awake to put her¬ 
self into any man’s power. 1 have no doubt she lends him money, be¬ 
cause be wants it saqijr and she ia very generous, bhc gkes liim luonqr. 
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I fool suTBy bat tabes his rce^pt on stamped paper for ererj ahillisg. 
That’s her cliarJicter all over.” 

The letter thou woat on to say that the writer bad nmllo up her mind 
(o i'cniaiu at Norwich cciiauily tlirough the winter and spring, and tliat 
slic was auiiously dosiruus that her dear Kate sliouid go back to 
her. ** Come and have cue other look nt OUcyrncad/' said the letter, 

and then, if you make up your mind that you don’t like it or lum, I 
wou’t ask YOU to think of tliem ever again. I bcliove him to be a very 
bouost follow.” ** Did joa ever know such a woman P ” suid Kate; 
” with all licr faults X believe she would go through lire and water to 
. sci ve me. X think she’d lend me niouey without any stamped ua[icr.” 
^i'bnn Aunt Greonow’a letter was put up, aud the twq girls had como 
out upon the open full. 

it was a delicious aftonioon for u winter’s walk. The air was clear 
aud cold, but nut actually frosty. The ground beneath their feet was 
dry, and the sky, tlioiigli not bright, had that apiiearance of eudurijig 
weatlier whioli gives no furcbodiug of rain. Tlicrc is a special wiutcr^s 
light, which is very clear, though devoid of all bnlliuncy,—through 
which every object strikes upon the eye with woU*niarK<» lines, aud 
under wiiicli almost all forms of nature seem graceful to Iho siglit if not 
actually beautiful. }i\it there is a certain uiclanclmly which ever acoom* 
panics it. It is the light of the afternoon, and gives token of the speedy 
coinh^ of the early twilight, it tells of the sliortnoss of the day, and 
contains even in its clcaru(3ss a promise of the gloutu of night. It is nb- 
soliitu light, but it seems to contain the darkness which is to follow it. 
1 do not know tlmt it is ever to be seen and felt so ])lainly as on the 
wide moorland, where tbo eye stretches auuiy over miles, and sees at 
the world s end the faint low lines of distant clouds settling themselves 
upon the horizon. Such was the light of this Christmas ultenioou, and 
both the gills had full the elleets ofit before they reached the big stone 
on Swindalo Fell, from wliich they intended to look down upon the 
loveliness of Hawes Walter. As they went up Uirough the wood thci'c 
hud been some luugliter between them over Aunt Qreenow’s letter; and 
ilicy liud disrussrd almost with mirth the merits of Oilcymoad and Mr. 
Ohoesacro; but as they go^ further ou to the fell, nud ns the lialf* 
mrlauoholy wilducss of the place struck them, their words be* 
came less ligld, and after a wliile they ulntost ceased to 
K}H'ak. 

Alice Imd still her letter in her pocket. She Iiod placed it there when 
bho came down to breakfast, and had carried it with her sines. She had 
cojiie to no resolution as yet us to Iter answer to it, nor had she resolved 
wiietlier or know she would sliow it to JUte. Kate bad ever been re¬ 
garded by her oa her sicadhiat irunid. lu all these affairs she had spoken 
opculy to Kate. We know that Kale had in part betrayed her, but 
Alice susjH^ctcd no such treason, tihe had oftcu quarrellea with ^te; 
but she hud quarrelled with her not oa uccouut of any sin against thc^ 
faith of their frioudship. Slie believed in her coushi perfect^, though 
she found licrsclf oftcu colled upon to disagree with licr dmost violent^. 
Wiiy should she uut show tliis iettet to Kate, and discusa it iu all its 
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bearings before sbe replied to it f This was ia bex mind as she miked 
silently along oyer the fclL 

‘Tbe reader will surmise from tills tlmt slie was alroady balC iucllucd to 
give way, and io join Lcr lot to that of her cousin George. Aiiis, yesa! Tho 
reader will be right in bU aurmbe. And yet It was not her love for tho 
man that prompts her to ran so terrible a rbk« Had it been so, I 
think that it would be easier to forsiye her. She was begiuniug to tiuiik 
that love, the love of winch she once thought so nLiioli,'*-did not 
matter. Of what use was it^ and to what had it led P What Imd love 
done for her friend Gleocora P What had love done for her P Had slio 
not loved John Grey, and hud she not ibit that with oil Itcr love life 
u'ith him would have been distasteful to Iicr P It would have boon 
impossible for her to marry a man whom {mraonully sbu dblikcd;***-bu) 
slie liked her cousin George,—well enough, as she said to herself nloios 
iudilfercutly. 

Upon tbo whole it a grievous task to her in these days,^thif 
having to do somolbiug with her life. Wus it not all vam and 
futile r As for tiiat girrs dream of the joys of love wliieh she Imd 
once dreamed,—that had gone from her ilumbers, never to return. 
Ilow might she best make herself useful,—useful iu some sort that 
might i^tify her ambition;—that was now the question whicl: 
seemed to her to be of most importance. 

iicr cousin’s letter to hoc had been very crafty. Ho had studied 
the whole of her oharaolor accurately os he wrote it. Wliou hu had 
sat down to write it be had been indifferent to the result; but he 
had written it with that caro^ to attain success which a mun uses 
^wheu ho b anxious not Ao fail iu au attempt. Whether or no ho 
cared to many lus cousin was a point so httic iulerostiug to him 
that chance mulit decide it for him; but wlicn clmuce h^ decided 
that he did wish it, it was necessary for hb honour that he should 
have tliot for which ho condescendea to ask. 

Hb letter to her had been clever and very crafty. ** At any rate 
he does me justice/’ she said to herself, wheu she read those words 
idiout her money, and the use which ho proposed to make of it. 
"He b welcome to it ail if it will bclif^him m hb career, whcLbcr 
he has it as my friend or as my hasbund. Then slie thouglii of Kuieb 

t iromisc of her little mite, and declared to herself Uiat she would not be 
ess noble than her cousin Kote« Aud would it not be well tliat she 
should be the means of reconciling George to hb grandfather P George 
was the representative of the family,—of a fomily so old that no one 
now knew which had first taken the ancient. titular name of some old 
Saxon landowner,—the parish, or the man. There had been in old days 
some worthy Varasenrs, as Chaucer calb thea>, whose tank and beating 
had been adored on that moorland side. Of these things Alice thought 
mneh^ and felt that it should bo her duty-so to act, that futui'c Vnva« 
Bors might at aoj^rate not be less in the world than they wlio hud passed 
away. lu a few years at furthest, Geoige Vavosor must be Vavasor of 
Vavasor. Would b not be right that iSc should help him to make that 
position honourable f 
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Tijcj walked on, cxchaitging now and a word or two, till tbo 
(liBtaut Cutnhorlnud inouafains began ti^urm lliemBtJvea in groups of 
beauty before ilicir eyes. There a lldreliyn at lost,'* said Kate. 
always luipny when i sec ibut^* ** And isn’t that i^dstj Pyk f ** asked 
Alice. ** rio ; you don't see. Kiilst? ycl. But you will when you^ get 
up to the bank there. That’s Scuw Peli ou tlie left;—the rouud distant 
lop. I cun disliuguifali it, tbougli 1 doubt whether you can.” Then they 
went on again, and were soon at the bonk from whence the sharp to)) of 
llu; itiouinain which Alice Imd named was visible, Aud now wo are on 
Swiiidalc, Olid iu five minutes wo sliall get to the stono.” 

Jn leas thnu five miautes they were there; and then, but not till 
then, the hcauty of tlic Uttlo lake, lying down below them in the quiet 
huftODi oftlie hilia, disclosed itself. A lake should, I tliuik, be small, 
and should Ijc seen fronr above, to be seen Iu all its glory. TiiC distance 
simuld be bucli that the shadows of the mountains on its surface may 
just be traced, and that some faint idea of the ri^le on the waters may 
DO prescul to the eye. And the form of the lake should be irregular 
oun’iug round from its base among the lower hills, deeper and still 
deeper iuto some close nook up omou^ the mountains from which its 
head watois spring. It is llius that a lake should bo seen, and it was 
thus that Uuwos VV’atcr \fas seen by them from the fiat stoue ou tlie 
side of ijwiudulc Fell. The basin of the lake has formed itself into the 
sliupo of llio figure of 3, ai^d the tup sccUou of tbc figure lies embosomed 
among the very wildest of the Westmoreland mounUiins. Altogether it 
is not above three miles long, and cvciy poiut of it was to oe seen 
from the spot on winch the girls sat themselves ddwa. The water be* 
neuih was still as death, and as dark,—and Ipoked almost as cold. But 
the sbw clouds were pasalbg over H, and Uie shades of darkness on its 
surface (duuiged themselves with gradual changes. And though no 
moveinciU was visible, there was ever and again m places a a%lil shccu 
upon the lake, wliich indicated the ripple made by the brccse. 

** I’m so glad I’ve coidc hero,” said Alice, scatmg herself. ** I can* 
]iot bear the idea of coming to Vavasor without seemg one of the lakes 
at lc;uit.” 

We’ll get over to Wiudhrmcrc one day,’* said Kate. 

” 1 don’t ihiiik we shall. 1 don’t think it ]M>ssible that I should stay 
long. Kate, i’vo got a letter tu shor^ou.” And there was that in the 
tone of her voice wluch Instantly put KdXo upon her mettle. 

Knte seated hcn'sclf also, and j»ut up her bund for the letter. '*Is it 
fmm Mr. Grey P ” she asked. 

“ Ko,” said Alice; is not from Mr. Grey.” And she gave her com- 
ponluA the paper. Kate before she Jmd touched it had scon that it was 
from iicr brotL<^r Geo^c; and us she opened it looked anxiously into 
Alice’s Ihec. Has Im olTcndcd you f ” sate asked, 

** Rood it,” said Alice, ” and then we'll talk of it afterwards,—as we 
go home.”. Thun she got up irom the stone and walked a step or two 
towards tlic brow of the fell, and stood there lookiflg down upon the 
1^0, while Kate read the letter. Well! ” she said, when she returned 
to licr place. 
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said Kate. ^'Alioe, Alice, it will, indeed,«be well if 
listen to him. Oh, Alice, mar 1 hope P Alice, n\j own Aiieo, xny dtirliA 
Tixy friend I Sqv that it shall be bo** And Kate knelt at her (rionff 
feet npou the noathor, and looked up into her face with c;us full ol 
tears. Wliat shall we saj of a woman who could bo as false as she had 
been, and yet could be so true P * 

Alice in^o no immediate answer, but atQl eontinued to gase down 
over her friend upon tbo lake. continued K^e, 1 did not 

think 1 should be made so happj this Christmas Dav* You could uot 
have the heart to bring me here and show me his letter in this way, 
and bill me read it so calmly, and then tell me that it is all for nothing. 
No; you could not do that P Alice, I^m so happy. I will so love this 
place. I hated it belbro.” And Uicn she put her fuoc down upon tho 
boulder«stoim and kissed it. Still Alice said notbing, but she began to 
feel that she Lad gone further than she had intended. It was almost 
impossible for her tio#to say llmt her answer to George must l>o a refusal. 

Then Kate again went on speaking. ** But is it uot a beautiful letter P 


Say, Alice,it uot a letter of whiA if you were his brother you would 
feel proud if another girl bad shown it to you P I do feci proud of him. 
I know that ho is a man with a manly heart aud manly courage, who 
will yet do manly tilings. Here out on the mountain, with nobodv near 
us, with Nature oU round us, I ask you on your solemn word as a 
woman, do you love him P ** 

** XiovQ him 1 ** said Alice. 

** Yes ;r^love him: as a woman should love her husband. Is not 
VQur heart his P Alice, there need be no lies now. If it bo so, it 
should be your glory to^say so beret ^ ute, as you hold that letter 
iu your band.** ^ 

** I can have no sucli glory, Kate. I have ever loved my cousin 
but not so passionately as you seem to thlnL** 

** Then there oau be no passion in you.** 

Perhaps not. ICate. X would sometimes hope that it is so. But 
oomc; we shall be late; and you will be cold sitting there.** 

** 1 would ait here all night to be sure Uiot your answer would be as 
I would liavc it. But, Alice, at any rate shall tell me before I move 
vlu^t your answer Is to be. I know you will not refuso him ; but m^o 
JOB happy by saying so with your own lips.** 

^‘1 cannot teU you before you move, Eate** 

•And why notf ” 

** Because I have not as yet resolved.** 

^ Ah, that is impossible. That is quite impossible. On sueb a sub- 
jeot aud under suoli eiroumstanoes a woman must res^re at ibe first 
moment. You had resolved, 1 know, before yon had half read the letter ; 
—though, perhaps, it may not suit you to say so.** 

You are quite mistaken* Come along and let us walk, and J will' 
toll yon alL** Then Kate arose, and they turned them back to tho lak^ 
and began to make their way homewards. ** I luve not made xip Tty 
miud as to what answer I will give him; but 1 have shown you hu 
letter in order that I might have somo ooc with whom 1 might speak 
li 
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openij. I kQ|w well how it would be, and that jon would atiiTe io 
Uurrv me into an imiucdialc promise/* 

”rJo;—no \ 1 want notliiug of tbo kind/* 

But yet I oould not deny tnyticlf the comfort of your friendship/* 

** No, Alioc, i will not hurry you. 1 will do nothing ihut you ilo not 
wish. Bui you cannot be surprised timt I should be very caffur. lias 
it sot liceu the longing of all my life i Have 1 not j^NisMd my time 
plotting and plniiuii^ and tliinking of it till I have liad tune to think of 
nothing else f Bo you not know what I suffered when, thcough George’s 
fanlt, tlio engagement was broken olT? Was it not marlyraoni to me, 
horrid time in which yoiir Crichton from Cainbridgc'shiro was in 
the ascondunt f Did 1 not suifer the tortures of purgatory while tliutr 
went on j-'&iid yet, on the whole, did 1 not bear them ^iLn jiationco? 
And, now*, cuu y<»u be surprised that 1 am wild w ilh joy whi ti 1 l>egin 
to see that everything will bo as 1 wish f—for it will be as 1 wish, Alice. 
It limy bo tlmt you huvo not resolved to accept siiim. But you wuulil 
have resolved to refuse him instantly hod that hcua your d€stim*d 
answer to his letter/' Tlierc was but little more said betwmi tlicm on 
the subicot os they were passing over tbo fall, but when they were 
going (fown the ]mth ilu*ougli tbo Bcocou Wood, Kale ugaiu spoke: 
** Yon will not answer him without siicakiug to me first ? *' aaid Kute. 

** 1 will, ut any rote, not scud my answer without tdliog you,*' said Alice. 
And you will let me see it f 

" Nay,” saiil Alice; 1 will not promise that. But if it is unfavour* 

able I will show it you/’ 

^'Tiicfi 1 slmli never see it,** said Kate, lai^liing. But that is quiic 
cnougli for me. I by no means wish to criiioise the love-sweet words 
in which yon tell him ilmt feis offences are ail foigiven. I know how 
sweet Uiey will be. Ob, Heavens! how X envy him! *’ 

'J'lieu tticy were at liomc; and the old man met them at the front 
door, glowering at them angrily from out his old leonine eyes, because 
Uio roast beef was already roasted. Ho bad his great uncouUi silver 
wnlch iu his hand, which was always a quarter of m hour too fast, and 
he pointed at it fiercely, showing taem the minute hand at ten niitiuks 
past the hour. ^ 

” But, grandpapa, you are always too fast/* said Kate. 

** And you arc always too slow, Miss,*’ said the hungry old Squire. 

** Indeed it is not five yet. Is it, Alice P ** 

** And huw long arc you going to bo dresalngP ** 

** Not ten minutes;—arc we, Alice P And, grandpapa, pray don’t wait.** 
Don't wait! That’s what they always say/’ he muttered, peevishly. 
As if one would be any better wuting for ibeai after the meat is on 
the table/’ But neither Kate nor Alice heard tliia, as they were already 
in their rooms. 

Nothing more was said that evening between Alice and Kate about 
the letter i but Kate, as she wished her cousin good-iughi inside her 
bed*room door, spoke io her just one word*—'Trsy for him to*night,'* 
slio stud, *‘us you pray for those you love best/’ Alice mudo no ansWcri 
but VC pigy believe tliat she did as she was desired to do, 
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CILVPTER XXXIL 

OOBTAltfUrO AX JlK6WEB TO TUB LOVE LETTBB. 

AiiIce }uid liad a week allowed to her to write her osawer^ but abe 
leut it oiT before tiie full week whs past. Why ahould 1 keep him io 
auajicuse? she aoid. it is to be so^ tliero oaa be no good in not 
sa^uig 80 at once.’* Theu she thought, also, that if Uiis were to bo her 
di'stiny it might be well for Mr* Cii'cy that all his doubts on the nmttor 
should bo dispelled. (She bud treated him badly,—very badly. Sim luul 
so injured him that the remcnibrauce of the itkiury must always bo a 
fiOMwe of niiscry to her; but she owed to him above everything to let 
him know what were her iotentioiu us soon as tlicy were scUlt^. Sho 
tried to eoiisolo lierscif by Ibiuking that the wu\md to him would bo 
easy of cure. Ho also is not passioiute,’* she said. But in so saying 
she deceived lierscif. He was a man in whom love could bo very pas¬ 
sionate ;~aud wasi moreover, ouo in whom love could haidly be 
renewed. 

£ae!i mmuing Kale asked her whether her answer was writlon; aud 
on the thij'd day after Christinas, just before dinjicr, Alice said that she 
bud written it, and tlmi it was gone. 

**But it isn’t i>ost*duy,” auid Kate;—for the post illuminated Vavasor 
but three days a week. « 

1 have given a boy sixpence to take it to Bhap/’ stud Alice, 
blushiug. 

** And wliot have you said?” asked Kate, takbig hold of the other’s arm. 

** 1 liuvc kept my promise,” said Alice; ” anu do you keep yours by 
asking no further questions.” 

My sister,—my own Aster,” said Kate. Aud then as Alice met 
her embrace, there was no longer any doubt as to the nature of the 
reply. • 

After this there wos of course much closo diaeussiou between 
them as to what other steps should now be taken* Kate wanted 
her cousin to write unroeoiatelj to Mr. Grey, and was somewhat 
frightened when Alice declined to do so till sho had rccoived a 
furthar letter from George. ** Yon have not proposed any liorrid 
stipulations to LimF” exmaimed Kate. 

''I don’t know what you may call horrid stipulations,” said Alice, 
mvely. **My couditioos have not been very bard, and 1 do not 
tiiink you would have disapproved them.” 

”£ui he !—Uc is so iinpatuousl Will he disapprove them P” 

1 have told him.*-But, Kate, this is just wlmt 1 did nut mean 
to tell you.” 

” Why should there be secrets between us P ” said Kate- 
TlK^re sliall be pone, them 1 have told him that 1 cannot bfm| 
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myself to raarry ilk 01 in8tcwlljr;^tbiit be inn^t aliome twelve mouths 
to wear off, if 1 can in Uiut time, mucU of sodiicsa and of self-rcproacb 
which Iiu9 fullcn to ni; lot/* 

“ Twelve inonMis, Alice P 

** Listen f 0 me. 1 liitvc aoid so. Bui 1 have told Uim also that if be 
wiabos it still I will at oucc tell )>apa aod grandpapa that I hold 
mysiitr m engaged to him, so that he may luiow that 1 bind mvself to 
Iiim us ihr us it is ]josdible that 1 should (To so. And 1 have odcIeU fioinc- 
thlng else, KaU:/* bile conliuued to say, after a slight pause,some* 
Ihhig cUo uhicli I cun tell you, though J could tdl it to no other 

i Mn'rfou. I caa U ll you hrcuuso you would do, find wOl do tho sauie. 

liave told Iiiin llmt any jioiikoii of my money Is at bis Hcnice 
Mliieh may bo needed for his purposes before that twelve months is 
over.’' 

" Oh, Alice! Nono. You shall nut do thrd.. It is too goucrous." 
And Kate povliapa felt at the moment that her brother was u man to 
whom such un olfor could hanlly he nuido wilh Mifoly. 

But 1 have doue it. Mercury, with sixpence in his pocket, is 
already posting my generosity ut Simp. Aiul to itdl tlio truth, Kale, it 
ib no inure tium fair. He has honeslly told me that while the old 
Squire live^ he will waul my money to imsist him in a care^cr of which [ 
do much more than approve. It has been my oaMicst wish to m*o him 
iu puHianient. It will now be the most earnest desire of my heart;— 
the one tiiljig us to which I shall feel on iutcusc anxiety. Ilow ilicu 
can I liave tlic face to bid him wait twelve montlis for that which is 
specially uneded in six mouths' time? It would be like the work* 
hoiisofl which arc so long in giving bread, tlmt ui the mciuitimc tho 
wretches starvR." 

‘‘ But llic wrclch shan’t starve," said Kate. *‘My money, small ns it 
is, will carry him over this bout. 1 liave told him that he sliall have It, 
and U)at 1 expect him to spend it. Moreover, 1 have no doubt that 
Aunt Grecnow would lend me what lie wanl,;." 

** But 1 should not wish him to borrow from Aunt 6rccuow. She 
would advance him the money, as yon say, upon stamped paper, and 
thru talk of it.” 

lie shall liave miuc," said Kate. 

” Aud who ate you?” suid Alioo, laughing. '‘You are not goiag to 
be his W'ifc.” 

"lie simll uot touch jour nioucy tUI you ore his wife," said Kate, 
very seriously. “ I wish you would consent to shougc your mind 
about this stupid tedious year, and then you might do as you pleased. 
1 have no doubt such a scttlcnict^ might be made as to 'tne pro* 
^erty here, wlien my grandfattior hears of it, os would make you 
ultimately safe." 

** And do you think 1 care to he ultimately safe, as you call it F Kale, 
roy dear, you do not understand me.” 

“ I suppose not. Aud yet 1 thought that I bad known something 
about you. 

” It is because I do not care for the safety of whlcli you speak that I 
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am now going to become joar brother’s wife* Do you sujipusc that I 
do aot see tliat 1 mast ruu much riskf ’’ 

'‘You ])i*cfcr. Uic excite meat of Loudon to the trauqulUity^ may I say, 
of Caiiihndgcsliiiu” 

‘‘ Kxacilyand therefore I have tdd George that ho bhaU liavc my 
money wlieocver lio wouts it” 

knic was verr pcnistcat in her objection to this scheme till George 'h 
auswc'r CHino. Hjs ousvror to Alice was accompanied by a letter to liia 
sister, ntul after Ihut Kate said uothiug mure auout the money question, 
bho said no more tlicu; but it must not thcrcrorc bo suppose tlmt she 
U'as less dcleniiincd thun she luul been thut no ]>art of Alice’s fortune 
sbotdd be sacrificod to licr brouter’s wuuts ;^at any raUi beforo Alice 
sliould become licr brother's wife. But her brother s letter for the 
mon^uiit stopped her mouUi. It wonhl bo* necessary that sUo should 
speak to liim before she uguin spoke to Alice. 

in what words iJice hud writtcu her assent it will be accessory tlmt 
the nuuler should kuuw» hi order ihut soincUiing muy lie undcrsluud ol 
the struggle wliich she made upon the occasion i but thi^y shall bo given 
prcscutly, wlicn I come to s|>cak of George Yovosor’s position us he re¬ 
ceived tikcm. George’s reply was very short aud apparcatly very frank, 
lie deprecated the delay of twelve moiiClis, aud still hoped to bo able to 
induce her to bo moro Iciiicut to biin. Ho advised her to write to Mr. 
drey ut ouGc,—and os regarded the Squire he gave licr carte bhmehn to 
uot ns she pleased. If the Squire required auv kiud uJ' apology, eipres- 
si on of Sorrow,—any asking fur pordun, or such like, he, Gcur^, w'uuldj 
undi r the ciroumstanees as they now existed, comply with the requisi* 
tiou most willingly. Ik would regard it us a simple fonii, made neces¬ 
sary by his coming marriage. As to Alice’s moucy, lie thanked licr 
licailily for her cuuildcncc. If the nature of his coming coui.cst ut 
Chelsea should make it ueecssory, ho would use her ulTcr lUi frankly as 
it hud been mode. Such was his letter to Alice. Wliut was coutuiucd 
ill bis letter to Kate, Alice never knew. 

Tliou canio the business of telling this new lovc>taIc,—the third wliich 
poor Aheo had been forced to tell iier father and graucllhthcr;—'Ond a 
grievous task it was. Iii this matter sffc feared her father much more 
tlum her grundfuthcr, und iherefure site resolved to tell her grand father 
first;—or, rather, she deter mined that she would tell the Squii'c, and 
that in the meantime Kale should talk to her father. 

‘‘ Urand]iapa,”ahc said to him the mommg after bhc had received her 
cousin’s second letter.—The old man was in the habit of break fast iiig 
alone in a closet of hb own, w*hieh was called his dre^ssing-room, but in 
which he kcj>t uo appurtenances for dressing, but in lieu of them a large 
collection or old spuds and sticks and hotws-bits. There was a broken 
spade here, and a hoe or two; and a small table in the corner was 
covered with the debris of tradesmen’s bills from Peurilli, end dirlv 
scraps which be was wont to call liis brm accounts.—Urundi^pa,’’ 
said Alice, rushing away at once into the middle of her subjccl, 
'‘you told me the other igj that you thought 1 ought to be— 
married.’* 
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**Did I» my dear? WclJ^yct; so I did. And to you ought;—1 
incau to that Mr. Gruj.*' 

That is impossible^ Sir.’^ 

**Thoa what’s the use of your coming and talking to me about 

itr\ 

Tills uuidc Alice’s task not very cost ; but, nevertheless, she perse¬ 
vered. am conie» grandpapa, to tell you of another engogcnieut.’’ 

Another! said be. Aud by the tone of his voice he accused hh 
granddaughter of having a larger uumberof favoured suitors tliuii ouglit 
to fall to the lot of any young lady. It was very hard upon her, but 
still she wcut on. 

*' You kuow/’ said she, '^Utat some years ago I was to have bccu 
married to my cousin George; and then she paused. 

” Well/* suid Iho old miui. 

And I ixiuciiibor you told uio then that you were umch pleased.’* 

“ Ho L was. George was doing well theu; or,*--which is more likely, 
^hnd made us helievo that ho was doing welt Have you made it up 
with liiiu again f ** 

Yes, Har 

*‘Aad that’s the meaning of your jilting Mr. Grey, is HP ** 

Poor Alice I It is hard to eaphun how heavy a blow fell upon her 
from the open uttorauce of that word! Of ull words in the hmguagc 
it was the one which she now most dr^cd. She c^ud herself h jdt, 
with that inaudible voice which oue uses in making self-accusations- 
but hitherto no Ups had prououuccd the odious word to her cars. I’oor 
Alice! She was a jilt; and perhaps it may have been well Uiot the old 
man should tell iicr so. • 

** Grandpapa I ” she said; and there was that in the tone of her voice 
which somewhat softened Uic Squire’s heart. 

Well, niy dear, 1 don’t want to be iU-nntured. So you arc goiug at 
last to marry Geoi^ ore you P 1 hopo he’ll treat you wcU; that’s all. 
Dws your father approve of it P ” 

1 have told you first, Sir ;*-bccau8C I wish to obtain your consent 
to seeing George again here as your grandson.” 

“ Kerer,” said the old man, snailingnever! ’* 
if he hus bccu wrong, he will beg your pardon.” 

**if he Iw been wrong! Didn’t he want to squander every shilling 
of the propcrtyi^^propcLty which lias never belongs to him pn)peH v 
whieli 1 could give to Tom, Dick, or llany to-morrow, if I liked ?—If 
he iuis been wrong 1 ” 

am not detcuding him, Sir ;’--but 1 thought that, perhaps, on such 
au occasion as this—” 

A Tom fool's occasion I You’ve got money of your own. na’Il 
spend (dl that now.” 

^'Uc will be less likely to do so if you will recognise him as your 
licir. 3’rny believe, Sir, that he is not the sort of man that he was. 

** lie must be a verv clever soK of man, 1 thiuk, when lie bos talked 
you out of such a liusWid as John Grey. It’s nstoundiug to me,— 
wHh that ugly mug of his 1 Well, my dear, if your father approves of 
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it, aud if Georxo will odk my pariioiL—but I doa*t iblnk bo over 
wiU-” 

llo will. Sir. I am bis tncssecgor for as much as that.’* 

*‘Oh,vou an.', areTouP Tbenjou mar also bo m^messcugcr to 
]um, and tell lum tliat, for jour sake, I will let him como buck 
here. I know hc*U iusuU me the first da;; but TU trjr luid put up 
with it,—for jrour sake, luy dear. Of couree I must kuow wbut 
jour father tbmks about it.’* 

Jt luav be imagiued that Kate’s success was ovcu less than that 
wbicb Alice achieved. know it would be so/’ said John Vava¬ 
sor, when his uicco first told himand as Ito spoko he struck his 
baud iipuii the table. know all along how it would bo.” 

*’And why should it not be so, Uucto JohuP” 
lie is your brother, and 1 will not tell* you wbj.’^ 

You think that bo is a spcudthrifl P ” 
think that be is as nnsafe a man as over I knew to bo in* 
trusted with the happiness of auv vouug woman. Thut is uU.” 

You arc bard upon him, unelc.^’ 

** Perhaps so. Tell Alice this from me,—that as I have never yet 
been able to got her to think anything of niy opipiou, 1 do not 
at all expect that 1 shall be able to indueo her to do so now. I 
will not even make the attempt. As my. soa^indaw I will not rc* 
ccive George Vavasor. Toll i^oe tbit” 

Alice was told licr father’s message; but Kate in telling it felt 
no deep •regret. She well knew that Alice would not bo turned back 
from her present intention by her father swishes. Nor wpuld it have 
been vci'j reasonable Uiat she should. Bcr lather had for many 
years relieved liimself from the burden of a rather’s caro, and now 
Lad hardly the right to claim a father’s privileges. 

Wo will now go once again to Qeor{^ Varusor’s room in Cecil 
Street, in which ne received Alice’s letter. Ho was dressing when 
it was first brought to him; and when ho recognised the hand* 
writing he^ put it down on his toilet table unopened. He put it 
down, and went on brushing his bur, as though he were determined to 
prove to himself that ho was indilTorcnt oS to tlic tidings wliicli it might 
coutaiu. He went on broshiug his hair, and dcBniiig his teeth, and 
tying his cravat carefully over his tumed-down oollar, while the un* 
opened letter lay close to his baud. Of course lie was thinking of it,-*^ 
ot course he was anxious,—of course his c^o went to it from momout to 
moment. But he carri^ it with him iuto the sitting-room still un¬ 
opened, and so it remained until after the girl bad brought him his tea 
and his toast. ” And now,” said he, as he threw himself into his arm* 
ehsir, ^ let us see what the girl of my heart says to me.” The girl of 
his heart said to him as follows 


**My Dsau Gsob^b, 

1 feel groat difficulty in answering your letter. Could T have my 
own way 1 should indcc no answer to it at present, but leave it for the 
next siy mouths, so that then such answer might hereaticr lie mado as 
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cireuinatancea ahould ucm lo require. Tliia will be lilUe flattering to 
vou> but it ia less flallcriiig to cijoclf. WlialeTcr aiiawcr I may makCi. 
DOW can asyitiing iu lliU alTair tic flattermg dtber to you or to nio t 
We have been like children who lion quarreUod Of or our game of play, 
till DOW, at the cloac of our litUo day of pluasure^ we are fuin to lucel 
each other in tears, and ackuowlcdt^ that we have looked for delighia 
where no delights were to be found. 

'* Kate, who is here, talks to me of passionate love. There is no such 

E ion left to nic ;-~nor, ns I think, to you either. It would not now 
, osdible that you and I should come together on such terms as that. 
Wo* could not stand up together os man and wife will) any hope of a 
Imppy marriage, uiiless we had both agreed that such happiucss might 
bs had without passiouatc love. 

** You will see from all this that I do not refuse your olTcr. Without 
ossiou, I have for you a warm affection, whicli enables mo to take a 
ivelicr interest in your career tlion iu any other of the matters which 
are urouud me. Uf course, if 1 become your wife that interest will bo 
still closer and dcai'cr, and i do feel that 1 cau take iu it that couccru 
whudi a wife should liavo in her liusband’s affairs. 

'*lf it suits you, 1 will become your wife ;--but it cannot be quite at 
ouoe. 1 have suffered much from the past couflicls of my life, and there 
has been very much witli whicli I must reproacli myself. I kuow that 
1 have behaved badly. Sometimes I have to undergo the douldy hittor 
sclf*accusation of having boliaved in a mmincr whicli the world \Yill call 
unfemiuiuc. You must understand that 1 Lave not passed through this 
unscathed, aud I must beg you to allow me some time for a cure. A 
perfect cure 1 may never cspccl, but I tbmk thit iu twelve rnouths from 
this time I may so for Lave .recovered my usual spirit and case of mind 
SI to unable mo to devote myself to your happiness. Dear Qeorge, if 
yyu will accept me under such circunisianees, 1 will be your wife, and 
will endeavour to do my duty by you faitlifully. 

1 have said tliat even now, as your cousin, 1 take a lively interesi 
iu your career,-—of course I mean your cai’cer as a politician,—and 
especial It in your hopes of entering parliament. 1 understand, uccuralelj 
08 1 IliiiiK, wlmt yon imve said about my fortune, and I perfectly appiw^ 
cintc your truth and frankness. If 1 hud nothing of niy owu you, in 
your circumstances, could not possibly take me as your wife. I kuow, 
moreover, tliat your need of assistance from mv means is immediute 
lather than prospective. My money* may be absplutcly necessary to you 
within this year, during which, as 1 tell you most truly, 1 cannot briug 
myself to become a manied woman. But my money shall be less cross* 
grained than myself. You will take it as frankly as 1 mean it when I 
•ay that whatever you want for your political purposes shall be forth- 

T)car Georjrc, let me have the honour 

a seat in the parliament of 
positions which a man may attain, that to me is 

the mndcst. 

^*1 shall wait for a further letter from you before I apeak either to 
my fother or to ngr grandiather. If you can tell mo that you accede to 
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mj TidWBi I will at caoe try to brinff ftbout a Teconciliatlon bclwceu you 
and the Sqnirc. I think th^ that will be almost easier tlmn inducing my 
father to look with favour upon our marriage. But I need hardly say 
t hat should either one or the other oppose it|-H3r should both do 80 |— 
that would not turn me from my purpose. 

I also wait for your answer to write a last Hue to Mr. Grey. 

Yoiif affccUonnto cousin, 

^'Aticu Vavasoh.” 

George Vavasor when lie had rend the letter llirow it ourelcs&ly from 
Iiini on to the brenkfast table, and bo^o to munch Ills toast. 11c tiirew 
it carchrsaly from him, os though (ukiug a certain pride in his careless- 
ness. ^^Very well/' said hc^ **so bo it. It is probably the best thing 
tiuit I could do, whatever the effect may be oif her.*’ Then he look up 
ills uewsimper. ' But before the day was over he had mudo many plans, 
—|)kiis mMC almost uncoQscious)T»~as to tho bonellt which inigut ao* 
oiuc to him froox the offer which sue had iiiado of licr money. Ami be¬ 
fore night ho had written that reply to her of which wo have heard the 
contents; and had written also to his sister Kate a letieri of which 
Kate had kept the contents to herself. 
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WiiB^^bo Grst ofilio new year came round Ijody Glcncora was not 
keeping mg appointment at llidy Monk’s house. Slie went to Gatherum 
Castle, aoA^ us hope that she cnjt^cd the mt^uiflccnl Christinas hos¬ 
pitality of the Duke; but wlien'ibe time came for moving on to Monk- 
shade, she was indisposed, and Mr. Polliscr went tfaithew alone. Lady 
Olencota returned to Matching ondremaijjed athome, while her husband 
was away, in company with the two MissTalliscrs. 

When the ti^ngs reacht^d Monkshade that Lady Glcncora was not to 
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momiug near his bed-room door as he was about to go down stairs iu 
bunting trim, ^^Burgo, your old flamci liody Glcncora, is not coming 
here.” 

Glencoe not coming!” said Burgo, betraying by his look 
and the tone of bis Toice too elGarly that ^ change in tlio purpose 
of a married lady was to him of more importance ilian it should 
have been. Suem betrayid, however, to Lady Monk was not perhaps 
mat let of muclt momeut 

Ho $ she » not oooing. It can't be natter of any moment to you 


now; 



S31 


CAK roV FO&GtVS TICS? 


' Bui, by Hearcna, it is/* said puilmg liis hand up to ids fore» 
iK'nd, Slid Icuhiug back agaiust ibn wall of tbo passage as iUougU in do* 
spiiir. is matter of moment to me. I am the most uufortuuate 
devil llmi ever lived.’’ 

Jiurgo, He! You must not speak in that way of a married 
wummi. I hi gin to think it is better tliut she should not At 

ihU niomriii anotlior tuan booted iiitd spurred came do^u the passag<*a 
upon wlmm Luily Monk smiled swcetlyi speaking bomo pretty iitilc 
word ns luj panned. Burgo 8|>okc lutycr a word, but still stood luaning 
ng:dijst the wall, with his baud <o his forehead, showing Ihnt he hm 
lirani ^iomethiiig uhudi liml moved him greatly. Come bank into your 
rooirii B 11 rgo/' Kidd his mint; and they both went in At tlic door Hint 
WAH nrareKt to tlicin, for Liuly Monk Imd been ou the look out for him, 
and hud cuught him as* sotm ns he appeared in the pHsngc. '*]f 
this docs annoy you, yon slfould ke(*pit toy ourself! hut will people KsyF’ 

•* How can 1 help what they awy F ’* 

you would not wish to iuiure her, 1 suppose? 1 ihonght it 
best to tell yon, for fear you should show any special sigu of surprise if 
you lieard of it first in public. It is very w't:ak m you to allow yourself 
to feul that sort of regard for a nmrriod w oman. If you cannot coustrain 
yai(rH<df I kIihII be ufraid to lot you meet her in Brook Stitiot/’ 

Burgo looked f<w a momeut into his aunt’s face without answoriug 
iici\ ami thou turiird uway towards the door. ^*You cau do as you 
hhsiKc nbout that,” said he; but you know us well as I do what 1 
liavc made np my mind to do.’’ * 

''Nonsense, Jlurgo; 1 know notliiug of iho kind. Bat do you go 
down s tail's to break fas aud don’t look* like tliat when yon go 
iiimjug the people there.” 

li'iay Monk was a woman now about fifty years of age, who had 
licou a great beauty, aud who was still handsome ill lier advanced 
ag(‘. llor figure was very good. She was loll and of fine propor¬ 
tion, though by no mc4ins verging to tbut sUte of body which oar 
CM^ellcnt Aiiuticaii friend aud critlo, Mr. HowUioruc, Las described 
as beefy, and ha.s declared be the gcucral condition of English 
ladies, of Lady Monk’s ngc.^ Lady Monk was not beefy. She was 
a comely, haudiiinnie, upright dame,—one of whom, ns rcgai'ds her 
outwai'd appearance, Englaud might bo proud,•^ud of wliom Sir 
Cosmo Monk was very uroud. She bad come of the family of the 
M^orccsturshirc Fitzgeinl^, of whom it used to bo said that Bicre 
never was one who w«Aa not bcantifnl and worthless. Looking at 
Lady Monk, you would liordly think that slic could be a worthless 
woman; but tliero were oue or two who professed to know her, and 
who declared iliat she wzu a truo scion of the family to which she 
belonged;—that even her husband s ample fortune haa suffered from 
lior extrAvngaucc, that she liad quarrelled with her only son, and 
had sucec(*ded in marrying licr dauglitcr to the greatest fool in the 
peerage. She luid striven very bar a to bring about a mariiago be¬ 
tween her nephew and the great heiress, aud was a woman not 
likely to pardon those who luid foiled her. 
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At tbis moment Burgo felt voiy oert«isi tliat bits aunt was aware of 
kia porpose, $x\d could not forgWo lict for prctctiding to bo innocent of 
k. In this he was most ungrateful, as well as unrcasoimhlc,—rmd very 
indiscreet also. Had he been a men wlio ever rebooted bo nmst buve 
known that such a woman as his aunt could only assist him its long ns 
slie might bo presumed to bo ignorant of his micntioti. But Burgo 
never reflected. The Fiiagonihis never reflected till tlicy were insurer 
forty Ilian thirty, and theu |)coplo began to tliink worse of them than 
Ihcr had tliougut before. 

When Burgo reached the dining-room there were many men 
but no ladies. Sir Cosmo Monk, a flue bald-headed hulu man of ulnjut 
sixty, was standing up at the sidebaord, cutting a huge gamu |iic. lie 
wjis a nian also who uid not rcllcei much, but who contrived to \kW\^ 
straight in his oourso through the world without much rufleoiioiu 
** I’allisor is coming without her/* lie said, iu his loud clear voici^, 
tlnuking nothing uf lus wiro*s nephew. She's ill, she says.’’ 

** I’m sorry for it,” said one man. ** She’s a deal the better fellow 
of the two.” 

”Shc bus twice more go in her than Pbmty Fall,” said another. 

” Flaiily is no fool, I cun tell you,” said Sir Cosmo, oomiug to tlui 
table with his plate full of pio. ** We think ho it abuut the most rimug 
iimu wo Lavc.”^ Sir Cosmo was the member for ins county, niui was a 
Liberal. He Imd once, when a much younger man, beou nt the Treasury, 
and Imd since always spoken of the Wing Covemmeat as thougli ho 
himself wore in some sort a part of it. 

” Burgo, do you hear that PoUiscr is coming without hU wife ? ” snid 
one mau,^a very youugijnan, wtio hardly l^cw what hod been llio 
circumstances of llie cose. The others, wlicn tlicy saw Burgu enUx, had 
been silent ou the subject of Lady Ulcncora. 

” I iiiivc hoard,—and be d—d to him,” said Burgo. Then ilierc m us 
suddenly a silence in the room, and everyone seemed to attend assi¬ 
duously to Ills breakiost. it was very toiriblc, this dear expression of 
a guilty meaning with rercrence to the wife of another man! Burgo 
regarded neither his plate uor his cun; l^ut thrusting his Inn ids into 
his breeches pockets, sat back in liis ctuCir with tlie biaekuchs os of a 
thunder cloud npou Ins brow. • 

Burgo, you had better cat your breakfast,” said Bir Cosmo. 

” I^douT want any breakfast.” lie took, however, a bit of toa^l, 
and crumbling it up ni hU hand os he put a morsel into his moutli, 
went away to the sideboard and filled for hioisclf a glass of cherry 
brandy. 

” If you don’t eat any breakfast the loss of that you take the better,” 
said Sir Gosmo. 

'’I’m all nght now,” said and coming back to the table, went 
through some fora of makiz^ a meal with a roll and a cup of tea. 

lliey who were then jmsent used aftanrards to any iltat they shoulu 
never ro^t that breakfast. There had been aomoihing, they acclarfd, 
in tbe tone of Bulge's voieo when ho uttomd his curse against hlu 
Valliser, which had struck thorn lii witli drMd There ba^ too, they 
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^aid, been a blackness in liis face, so iomblc to bo scei], tliat it bad 
taken from tlicin all ilic j)owcr of conversation. Sir Cosmo, when he 
had broken ilia ominous silence, hod done so with q manirest atrti^glei 
The loud clutter of |(ksscs with which Burgo hud svrnllowed his (iruiu, 
os though resolved to show that he was regardless who might know 
tliut lie w«*is drinking, udded to the feeling. It nm; easily bo understood 
that (Iirno was uo further word S{)okca at the brcukfasUtablc about 
Plenty J^dl or liis wife. 

On tliet day Buvgo Fitzgerald startled oil those who saw him by the 
mad wav in w[iUi]i lio rode. Early in the day there was uo exenso for 
auy sucfi ULshness. The 'hounds went from wood to wood, and nicii 
went in troops along the forest sides os they do on such occasions. But 
Burgo was snen to entm his horse at imnracficable places, und to ride 
at gales and railh us tljotigli resolved to uo hiui’sclf und his nude's steed 
a ujisohief. This w^is no auparent that some friend spoke to Sir Cosmo 
Monk about it. 1 can do uullimg,’* said !Sir Cosmo, ** lie U u man 
whom no ends W'orda will control, bomething bus milled him tliis morn* 
ing, ami he must ma Ids chance till he becomes quiet.’’ la the uflcr- 
uo<m Ihcrt^ was u good run, and Burgo again rode us hard as ho could 
make his horse carry him;—but then there w*as the usual excuse for 
hard ri<ling ; aud such riding hi a straight ruji ia not dangerous, as it is 
when the circumstances of the occusiou do not warrant it. But, bo 
that AS it may, Burgo went on to Uic end of the d:iy without acciilcut, 
and as bo wout home, assured Sir Cosmo, in a voice wliich was almost 
cheery, that his mare Spinster was hy far the best thing iu the Monk« 
bhado stables. Lidccd Spinster made quite a character that duy, aud 
WAS sold at the eud of the senson for threg hundrod guineas on the 
strength of it. I Am, however, incliucd to believe that tliere was no* 
tiling puriicular about the marc. Horses olw'ays catcli the iemperameut 
of thoir riders, and when a man wishes to bre^ his neck, lie will gone* 
ridly find a horse willing to assist him in appeamee, but able to save 
lam in tlio porformaDce. Burgo, at, any rate, did not break liis neck, 
aud appeared at the dinncrtablo in a better humour than that wiiioh he 
Imd displayed in the moniing, 

Uti iiic*dAy appointed, Hr; PoUiscr reached Moukshadc. He was, in 
a manner, cauvnasiug forkhc support of the Liberal party, and it would 
not have suited him to show any indifforence to the invitation of so iu* 
ilucutinl a man as Sir Cosmo. Sir Cosmo liad a little paity of his own 
ill the Iloubo, consisting of four or five other rcspcclnblc country gentle¬ 
men, >rho troubled themselves little with tbinking, and who mosUy Imd 
bald beads. Sir Cosmo was a man with whom it was quite necessary 
ill at such an aspirant as Mr. PoUiscr should stand well, uid therefore 
Mr. FoIUscr came to Moukshadc, although Lady (^oneora was unable 
to accompany hinu 

We are so sorry,” said liody Mouk. ” Vtfc have, been looking Son 
ward to having Lady Glcncora with us beyond everything.” 

Air. P&Uiscr declared that Lady Glcucora herself u as overwhelmed 
with grief in that she should liavc been debarred from making this 
speoisi visit. She hod, however, been so unwell at Gatherum, the 
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anxious liusband declared, as to make it unsafe for Ler lo go again awuj 
from Lome, 

‘*1 hope it is notiiijig serious/' said Ladr kfoixk, witli a look of grid 
so well arranged that any stranger voiila have thought that all the 
Paliiaera must have ly^cn very dear to her heart. Tben Hr. Putliser 
went op lo explain that liody Glcncora had unfortunately been foolish. 
During one of those nights of hard frost she had gone out among the 
ruins at Malubing to sliow tliem by moodigbt to a friend. Tho frieud 
hud Ihcuightlcssly) foolishly, and in a manner which Mr. Pulliscr dc* 
dared to be very rcppdicnsiDle, allowed X^y Gteucom lo remaiu among 
tlie ruins till sIm had caught cold. 

** How very wrong! said Lru^ Monk, with considerable emphasis. 

It was V('ry wrong/* said Mr. Pulllscr, sneaking of jnior Alice 
muliciolisly. ** However, &Iio caught a edid which, imloriunatdy, 
luuH become worse at my ut)cle*s, and so I was obliged to take her lanno.** 

Lady Monk perceived that Mr. Palliscr Imd in truth left hU wife he- 
iilnd because he iKdicvcd licr to he ill, and not becutuso lio was afraid of 
liurgo Pitxgcrdd. Bo accompliBbod a woman as Liady Alouk felt no 
doubt ilfat the wifo*a absence was caused by fear of the lover, aud not 
by any cold caught in viewing ruitia by niooulight. She was not to bo 
deceived in such a multer. Hut she became aware that Mr. Pullisur hiul 
b(^n deceived. As she was right in this wo must go back for a luomcut, 
And say a word of tilings os they went on at Hatching, after Alice Va¬ 
vasor had left that phu^. 

Alice liM told H^iss Pal User that steps ought to 1)0 taken, whniever 
)nght be their coat, to sure Lady Ghmeora uum the peril of a visit to 
Moiikslmdc. To this Miss Palliser had assented, aud, when she left 
Alice, was determined to tell Mr. Palliser the whole story. Hut when 
the time for doing so had como, her courage failed her. She could not 
And words in winch to warn the husband that liis wife would not bo safe 
ia tho con>pany of hor old lover. The task with Lady GIcneora Imrself, 
bad as that would be, might be easier, and this tusk she at last under¬ 
took,—nof without success. 

Glcucora,'^ she said, when she found a A).ting opportunity, ** you 
won’t be angry, 1 hope, if I say a word you ? ** 

''That depends very much upon what liic word Is/’ said Lady Glon- 
cora. And acre it must be acknowlcdgcsd that Hr. FalUser’s wife hud 
not done much to bigratiato herself with Mr. PalUseris cousins j^not 
perhaps so much as she should have done, seeing that slic found them 
in her husband’s house.- She had taught henelf to think iltot they were 
hard, stiff, and loo proud of bearing the name of Palliser. Perhaps some 
little attempt may have been made oy one or both of them to teach her 
somethii^, and it need hardly be said that such an attempt on the part 
of a bus wd’s unmarried fer^e relations would not be fomven oy a 
TOQ^ bride. She bad un^ubtcdly been uagracloas, and oi tids Miss 
Palliser was well aware. 

'‘Well,^the word shall be as little unpleasant as I can make 
said Mias Palliser, already approciatmg fully the difficulty a 
h^ task 
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‘'ljui wliT say anylliing that 19 unpicosantf Howc?erj if it J9 to be 
Hiiidi Int US liuvo it ovur at onca*’ 

** Xoii arc io Monkshailcj 1 boIIcvOi \ritli Plautngonct? 

‘‘SVcU;—and \^lial of that?” 

D<‘ar GluncorQ> i iliink )ou liad better uot go. Do you not think 
90 yjiursclf 

** tVho Ims been talking I 0 yonf ” said liudj Glcucorn, turning upon 
lu;r very sliarply. 

** NolKHly Una bmi talking I0 me ; —not ill the sense you mean.'* 
rinnliigcjHftt has suokcu to vou? ’* 

a uord/* saiil Miss Palliscr. ‘‘ You may be sure that he would 
u<»lf lifter a Moril on aui*Ii a subject to aii^yiinCi unless it were io^otu** 
h IT. JInt, dear (licncorn, you should nut go tlicrc;^! mean, it in all 
tnidnr^s mul love,—1 dolmlced.*’ Saying tliis she oQcrod ber hand lo 
lileiioom, and (ilcneom took it. 

J'erliups you do/' said she in n low voice. 

** Jiuloiul i do. The world is so hard and cruel in what it says.** 

** 1 do not care two straws for what Uio world says." 

" Jhd hv miglit rare." 

" It is not my Tault. I do not want to go to Monkshado. Lady 
was my friend. ouct, but I do not cave if 1 never seu her 
agtiiu. 1 did not anungo tbU visit. It was J'lantagcnct who did 
it." 

**7b»i hr will lud fake you there if you .say you do not wish it." 

1 have said ao, and he told me Inat I must go. You will linnlly 
In lieve mo,^ hut I condescended even to tell him why 1 thought it 
better lo rouiahi away, lie (old me, in nnsw'cr, that it was a silly folly 
which I must live dowUi und Dial it did not become mo to be afraid uf 


any miin." 

'“Of courflo you arc not afraid, but—" 

“ 1 am alVuid. U’lmt is just tlictrulb. 1 am afraid ;^bui what can 
1 do more lhaii I have douef " 

I'liis was vriy terrible io Miss PAlliser. She hud not thought tliat 
Inady Glvticoru would say so i\mcli, and she felt a true regret iu having 
been made lo hear word^wluch so nearly amounted to a coufesaiunr 
liui tor lids there wus no help now. There were uot mauy more woixls 
la'tw'ceu them, and we alrcaily know the result of the conTcrsetioiu 
lindy Ulcuooto bccnruc so ill from the effects of her imprudent lingcriug 
among the ruins I hat she was uiiablo to go to MonksliaJe. 

Mr. Pullieer remained Ihrccdays at jUoiikshudu, and cemented hla 
political ulliunce with Sir Cosmo much iu the same way as he hod before 
done with the Daku of St.l)ungay. There was little ot nothing said 
* about poHlics, and certainlv not a irord that could he taken us auy de* 
finite }mrty understanding octween the incu; but tijcy sat at dinner 
{|:cl]icr at tlic .«amc lahlc, drauk a glass of wine or two out of tlie same 
diTmifci?, nml dropped Aclnmceword now and cgaju''ab<mt the next 
sesbion of parliament. 1 do not know that anything more had been ex* 
pi^'tcd cillicr by Mr. Palliscr or by Sir Cosmo; hut it womed to be 
undcl^to<d when ^Ir. PulliKr went away thut Sk Cosmo was of opimop 
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tliftt that joimff Bcloa of a dncal house ought to becoine the future 
Cliftnccllor of the Exclicqucr in the Whig Qovemincni. 

I cm*t see tliat there is so much in liim/’ said ouc yonwg ruember 
of pArtiumcDt to Sir Cosmo, 

** 1 rutlicr Uuuk t)iut there is, all the aame/’ said the baroiu^t* 

There’s a good deal iu biiu^ I beliovo I T daro aaj he’s not very bright^ 
but 1 don't kuow that tro want brigliiacss. A bright duuncier is Iho 
most dangerous ruau iu the world. We’ve bad enough of tliut alroaily. 
tiivr me suuud common snisc» with just enough of the gab m a mnu to 
amble him tu say what he's got lo say. We don’t want more tlian tliat 
nuwadsvd.”* From which itoeoAmo evident that Sir Coauio was satis 
lied with the ucw polilieal cmididutc r<»V litgli place. 

.I«;idy .Monk took au oecabimi to ialrcmueo Mr. IMIUcr lo llurgo 
I'iUgerald; with whnl object it is dilliculs i<> unless siko was 
auxiuimio make mischief ImUcen the men. Jbirgo set^wled at him; 
bill Mr. i’ulliscr did not notice the acow1> uiid put out Iiis luinJ U> Jiia 
l.il.e rival mo«it airably. Iturgo was forced l(» (ako itj iiiul us he did so 
made A tittle speecu. I’m sorry that we have not the picusuru oi 
scuiiig Lady GIeucf)ra willi you,” said he. 

Sim is uurortunaUly uuummsed/’ said Mr. FallUcr. 

”I am sorry for it,” said Jiurgo—” very sorry indeed.” Thou lie 
turned <m his heel und w^dked away. The few wonts ho hod spokou, 
nnd tho tnamior iu wluch ho luid curried himself, hud been such us to 
make All those around ibeio notice it. Each of ilium kuevr that Lady 
(iicncora’s jiaiuo sliould uot have bceu in Burgo’s mouth, nud all felt a 
ft'ur not easily to be dcliucd that sumcUiing terrible would come of it. 
}bit Mr. Pulhser himself ^ not seem to notice Anything, or h^ar any* 
Ihlugand nolliing Icrruilo did come of it dui iug that visit of his to 
Moiikslmdc. 



CUAPTEll X3flClV. 
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Axtcb Yavasob retarned to London with her father, leaving Kale nt 
Vavasor Hall with her gmndfother. Tlie journey was not u pleasant 
one. Mr. Vavasor knew that it was his duty to do somethiog,—to hike 
some steps with the view of preventing the marriage vrliicli his danglitec 
inaiUtateci; but he did not knew what that something Klnmld be, und he 
did know that, whatever it might be, tlie doing of it would bo thorongiiiy 
disagreeable. When they staked from Vavasor he luul us liurdlv 
spoken to her a word upon the subject. ”I cannot congrululafc you,” 
he had simply said. ” I hope tbc time may come, pajm, wJicii you will,’* 
Aliec had answered; &ud tnat had been all. 

Ykc Squirc'had promised tli^ lie would coiinent to n rcconciliutitm 
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with Uis grandson, if Alice’s father would express bimself satisfied with 
Uic proposed marriage. John Vavasor had certainly expressed uolhing 
of the kind. 1 tlmik so liadi? of him,” ko hod said, speaking to tho 
old man of Goorgn, ^Mhul I would ratiior «knov that nlmast auv other 
calamity was lul^rnll licr, iiinn Uiat she should be united to huu.” Then 
Ute Squire, with his usued ol»sltnacj, had taken up the cudgels on bchult 
of his grandson; and hod tried to prove that tho match $MX all would 
not be so had in its results as Ids son seemed to expect. would do 
very well lor tlm projmrty,” he said. I would settle the estuto on 
their eldest sou, so that lie could not touch it; and 1 don't see why he 
shouldn't reform as well ns aiiothpr.” Jolm Vavasor had thou declared 
iliuL (reorge was thoroughly bni), that he was an adventurer; that Im 
hcliuml him 1o bo a ruiueu man, aud that he would )icvcr reform. The 
8 (|ulre upon this kmi wax'ed tmgry, and in Ibis va^ George ohtaiueJ niil 
nnti assist unco down at tlie old lie use, which ho certainly Imd no rigid 
to c^ncct. Wlicn Alice w'bhcdimr grandfather good-bye tho old man 
gave nor a nirssugc to his graudsou. ” You may tell him,” said he, 
*Hliat 1 will uever sec Inm again unless lie beg^ my pardon for liiii per* 
BOUttl l)ad Gimduct to me, but that if ho maiTics you, I will take care 
that tho properly is properly settled upon his cbilcf and yours. I shall 
always be glad to see you, my dcfir; and for your sake I will see him 
if he will Jmmblo himself to me. There was no word snoken tin u 
about her fnthpr’s consent; and Alice, when sho left vavasor, felt 
that tlie Squire wns rather her fricud than her enemy in regard to 
this thing which she contemplated. Tliat her father was aud would 
be uu uucompromisiug enemy to hcr,~uiicouiproiuising though pro* 
bably uot cucrgcticd,—she was well aware; aud, ihci'ctoi'c, the 
juiirnry up. to Loudon wm not comfortable. 

Alice hud ixsolvcd, with grout pain to herself, that in this matter 
she owed her father uu obcuieuce. ** There cannot be obedience on 
oue aide,” site said to herself, ’'without protection and support on 
tho olhcr.” Now it was quite true that Juha Vavasor iiail done 
little in tlio way of supporting or protootbig Ilia daughter. £arly in 
life, before she had resided imOcr the same roof with him iu Xion* 
dou, ho hod, 03 it were, was^icd his hands of all solicitude regard* 
ing her; and having no other tics of family, hod iallca into habits 
of life which made it almost impwible for hun to live with her os any 
other father would live with bis child. Then, when there llrat sprang iip 
betweeu them that manner of sharing the same house without auy joining 
togetlkcr of their habits of life, he had excused himself to himself by 
s?tying that Alice was unlike oilier girls, and tliat she required no prev 
ieGtion. Her fortune was her own, aud at her owu dispostd. Her 
aha racier was such tliat she showed no iuolinalioa to threw the'burden 
of such disposal on her father’s shoulders. She was steady, too, and 
given to no pursuits which made it necessary that he should, watch 
clusely over her. She was a girl, ho thought, who could do as veil 
witiiout survdSjlanoc as with it,—as well, or |)erhaps better. So it bod 
oqinc to pass Alice hod been the free mistress of her own action.% 
istf had been le^lo moke the most she could of her own honn. It 
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cannot be supposed that she had eaten her lonely dinners in Queen 
Anne Slreei nin^ht after night, iroek after week, monili aRer muutl). 
.wilkont telling herself tlmt Let father wot neglecting her. She could 
not perceive that he spent cvefjr cveniuT in society, but nercr au even* 
isg iu her society, withoiii fechug that tne tie between her and liim wot 
not the strong bond which usuaily binds a fatlier to his child. She was 
well awATo that she had boon iU^used in being thus left dcaolate in her 
limnc. She liad uttered no word of ccunplaiut; but she had learned, 
*wdhout being aware that she was doing to eutertaiu a firm resolve 
Omt R<^r futlier should not guide her in her path lltrough life. In that 
nlfiiir of Jehu Grey they had botli fOr a lime thought alike, and Mr* 
. Vavasor luui believed that his theory with inference to Alice bad been 
ijuilc r<irrert. She had becu left to herself, aud wus going to dispose 
of h(u*sctf iu a way than whutb uotliiug could hd more eligible, iiut evil 
were now coAing, and Mr. VaTusor, as lie travelled up to London, 
with Ilia daughter seated opi>osiiw to him in the railway corriagf;, felt 
limt now, uila&l. he must iuterfore. Iu part of the journey thev liud 
the carriage to them selves, and Mr. Vavasor thought that he would be^ 
gin what uo hod to iav$ but ho put it off till others joined them, and 
Uien there was no further opportunity for such conversatiou os that 
wdiich would be necessary between them. They reached home about 
eight in the owning, having dined on the road. ‘*Sbo will be tired to* 
iiighi,” he said to lumseff, as be went off to his club, ^nnd 1 will speak 
to her to-morrow.” Alice speeiAllv fell his going on this cveniug. Wheii 
two persotis have had together llto tcdiiini of such a journey as that 
from VVcstinarclnnd np to London, there should be some feeling between 
them to bind them io^thar while enjoTiog the com fort of the evening. 
Had he stayed and sut with her at the tcadablc, Alice would at auy 
rate have endeavoured to bo soft with him iu any discussiou that might 
linvc been raised; but he went away from her at once, Icaviiig her to 
think alone over the perib of tlie life before her. I want to speak to 
you after breakfast to-morrow,” he said os he vent out. Alice answered 
that she should be there,^os a matter of course. She scorned to tell 
liNb that she was always there,—^wayj alone at home. 8ho had 
never uttered a word of ccmplaiuP, *and she would not Iwgiu 
now. 

The discussion after breakfast the nc&l day was commenced with foruud 
and almost ceremonial preparation. Tlic lather and daughter break¬ 
fasted together, with tlie knowledge that the dbeussion was comuig. It 
did not ^Tc to either of them a good appetite, and litib wus said 
ok table. 

s WUl you come up stairs said Alice, when she perceived that her 
latbor had finished his tea. 

** Perhaps that will be best,*’ said he. Then he followed her into the 
draviug-room in which the fire had just been lit. . 

^'Altce,*^ said he, '*1 must speak to you about iU^ttogement of 
yours. 

Won’t you sit down, papaf It docs look so^ff^Winul, your stand* 
ing lip over one in that way* Be hod placed 
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Ilia back to iho incipient Grc, but nov, at bcr request^ be aat liimaeU 
down ojipoaite to her. 

'*! w:ia grieved whmi I licard of this at Vavasor.’* 

urn aorry that you ahould be grieved^ pupa.” 

** 1 was grieved. I uiuat confeas Ibal 1 never could understand whj 
you treatrd Mr. Grey as you have done.” 

Ob, i>apa, done and i>aat. Pray let that bb among the 
bygOTuyj.' 

** Does he know yet of your eugagemont wiib your cousin P ” 

Tie will know it by this time to-morrow.’* 

*^Thou 1 beg of you, us a great favour, fo poslponu your letter 
lobiin.” To tbis Alice inade uo answer. have uot troubled you 
with uiauy such rcc(ucst8, Alice. Will you tell me Ihul this one shall be 
grunted P ” 

** 1 think that 1 owe it to him os nn impemtive duty to let him know 
the irulh.” 

” lint you nmy clumgo your miuil ngiuu.” Alice found that Ibis was 
hard to bear nnu imrd to answer; but ilicrc w;is a certain ainouul nf 
truth in the grievous reproach couveyed iu licr fuDier's words, wlucb 
made her bow her neck to it. 1 hare no right to say that it is impos- 
siblo/’ she replied, in words that were barely audible. 

** Noexactly so/' mud her fatber. “And therefore it will Ikj better 
llml you should postpone any such coni^iunicalioiu'* 

“ Por liow lung do you iiictui P ” 

“ Till you and I shiul have agreed together that ho should be iold.’* 

No, papa; 1 will not oonaent to that I consider myself bound to 
let hiiii know lUu truth without delay. 1 haie dono him u great injury, 
mid 1 must )>tit nn end to that as hoou as possible.” 

“ You have done him an injury certainly, my dear very great in* 
said Mr. Vavasor, going away from his object about the proposed 
letter; **and 1 believe lie will fcol it aa such to the lost duy of his lilc, 
if this goes on.” 

1 hope not. I believe that it will not be so. I feel sure that it 
will uot be so.” ^ 

i3ut of course what I am thmking of now b your welfiire,—not las. 

When you simply lold me that you intended to-.” Alice winced, 

for site feared tahenr from her father that odious word which her grand- 
fatlier hud used to her; aud indeed the word had been on her father's 
lips, but he had ri*<frained and spared her—“that you inf ended to break 
your engagement with Mr. Grey,” he continued, “ 1 smd little or no* 
thing to you. 1 would not ask vou to marry any man, even tlion^ yon 
had yourself promised io marry Iiim. But wlicu you U*li me tliut you 
' are engaged to your coubin George, the mailer is very different, i do 
not think well of your cousin. Indeed I think anyibtiie but well of hiim 
It is my duly to tell yon that the world speaks very ul of him.” Be 
pnubi'd, but Alice remained silent. “ MTicu you were about to travel 
with bun,” be eovliimcd, ”1 ought perhaps to liave told you the some. 
But 1 did nut wish i<i pain you or Lis sister; and, moreover, I havo 
heard worse of him siiioo thua,'«-*inuch worse than X bad heard before.’* 
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Aa yoQ did not UU me before, I thiak you might apnrc me uow/* 
a:u(l Alice. 

No» my dear; I caauot allow you to aacrifice yourseif wiiliout fell* 
iiig you limt you arc doing so. If it were uot for your nunuy he would 
uevor thiuk w marrying you/' 

'' Of tlmt I am well aware,'* said Alice. ^'Uc has told me so hiiuielfi 
very plainly." 

** Anri yet you will marry bim f " 

OeHuinly I will. It soems to me, papa, tliat llioro is a gn^at deal 
of fulsjo Arfling nbont this matter of money in uiarriago»-^r ratlicr, p<T« 
iia)is, a great deal of pretended reeling. >Vby should 1 be angry witli a 
itiHii fuv wishitiglo get ihni for which every man is struggling V At this 
piunt of (ieoM's career the use of money is essential to him. lie could 
iioi. marry without it." • 

** You bad better then gi?e bim yoor money without yourself," buid 
licr father, speaking in irouy. 

** 1'hat is lust w hat 1 mean to do, papa," said Alice. 

What! ^ said hlr. Vavasor, jumping up from liis seat. " Vou mean 
to give liim your money lieforo you marry iiirn ? " 

. ** Certainly 1 doif lie should waut itor, I sliould rather say, as 
much as lie may waut of it." 

** Ileaveus aud earth!" cxcloioicd Mr. Vavasor. " Alice, you must 
l)c mad." 

" To part with my money to my friend f " said she. " It is a kind of 
maduGM of which 1 need uot ut any rule be ashaoiciL" 

" Tell mo this, Alice; bos lie got any of it as yet f " 

" Not a sUilhug. i'^a, pray do nut look at me like that. If I had 
no tbought of marrying him you would not cull me luad because 1 
lent to my cousin what money nc might uced." 

'* I should only say that so much of your foriuiic was thrown away, 
and if it wore not much that would bo an end of it. I w<iuld sooner 
see you BuiTcudcr to him the half of all you have, without any 
eugagemeut to marry bim, than know that lie bad received a sliib 
ling from you under such a promise." 

** You are prejudiced agujnsl bim? fiir." 

"Was it prejudice that mode you reject bifn once beforef Did 
you condemn liini tlicn through prmiulice? Uod you uot osoertuiued 
that he was altogether unworthy ol you?" 

" We were l)otb younger, then," said Alice, speaking very so|^. 
but very seriously. "We were both much younger tlicu, ana lookea 
at life with other eyes than those which we uow use. l*'or myself 
I expected much then, widch I now seem hardly to regard at all; 
and as for him be was then attached to pleasures to which I beliuTu 
be has now Icarucd to bo ludifTcrunt.*' 

"Psha!" bjaculalcd the father. 

"1 can only speak as 1 believe," continoed Alice. "And I think 
I may pcrb&fM know more of bis raaimcr of life Chon you do, pajm. 
But I am prepared to ruu risks now whidi 1 feared before. Bvea 
thoQgfa bo were all that you think bim to be, i would still 
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cndcayour to do my duty to liiitii and to brinff him to otbol 
thinj^H ” 

What ia it you expect to get by marrylug him t naked Mr» 
Vavasor. 

A husband whoso mode of thinkiDg is congenial to my own/* 
answered Alien. husband who nropoacs to liimself a career ia 
lile with wliirli 1 can sympatbiac. 1 think that I may perhaps iielp 
niy oousiu in Iho career which be lias ehoscu, and ttmt alone is a 
great Kwsoa >^hy 1 should attempt to do so.’* 

“ ’With jour niouny P ’* said Mr. Vavasor, with a shocr. 

‘Tartly witli iiiy money/* said Alice, disdaining to answer the 
sin r r. *'Tl)ough it were only with my money, even that would ))o 
smiicllmig.’* 

Well, Alice, as your father, T can only inmlorc you to pause 
heforu you commit yourself to his hands. If lie demands money 
from yon, and you are inindod to give it to him, lei him have it in 
moderalion. Anything will l>c better than marrying him. I know that 
1 cuuuot hiiulor you \ you are as much your own mistress as I um my 
own muster,—or rather a great deal more, as mv uicoine depends on luy 
going to that horrid place m Chauccry Lane. But yet I suppose you 
must liiiiik Boioelijiug of your fathers wishce and your fathers opinion. 
It will not be jilousunt for you to stand at tlie altar witiiout my being 
Ihcrc near you.” 

U'o this Aline made no answer; hut she told herself tliat it had not 
barn pleasant to her to have stood at so many places during ttio Inst 
four ycarH,^and to have found herself so often alone,—without her 
fat her being near to her. That hod been his fault, and it was not now 
in iter power to remedy the ill effects of it*. ' 

** Has any day been Gxed between you and him P ** he asked. 

” No, papa.” 

“ Nothing has been said about that P ” 

Yes \ something has been said. I have told him that it cannot be 
for a year yet. It la because 1 told him tbst, that 1 told him also that 
lie should ilavu my moury when he wanted it.” 

“ Not all of it P ” said Mr. Varaj^or. 

“ 1 don’t suppose ho will need it all. He intends to stand again for 
Clielsco, audit is the great expense of the election which makes liim 
went money. Vou ore not to suppose that he has asked me for it. Wlion 
Iniade liiin understand that 1 old not wish to marry quite yet, 1 oSered 
him the use of that which would be ultimately his own.” 

‘‘ And he has accepted it ? ” 

‘ *‘Be answered me just us 1 had intended,—that when the need 
came ho would tnkc me at my w*ord.” 

* ‘'Then, Alice, 1 will tell you what is my belief. He will drain you 
of every sLilling of your money, and when that is gone there will be no 
more heard of the marriage. *\Vc must take a small house in some 
obcap part of the town and live on my income as best we may. 1 sh^dl 
go ana insure my life^ so that you may not absolutely starve wlieu I 
die/*. Having stud Uu^ Mr. Vav^r weut awry, not immediately tc 
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tlie inauniuoe office, as ItU w^ords soemed to impiy^ hoi to his clubi 
where he sal obuci reading the newspaper, Tcry gl<k>niil^', till Uuj time 
cunic for his nflcnioon niboer of whist, and the club diauur b'll for the 
day w«'ia brouj^Iit under his eye. 

Alice bad no such consolntiuzis in her solitude. She hnd fought her 
battle with her father tolerably wxll, but she was now called u|>ori to 
fight a battle with herself, whi^ was one much more difficult to win. 
AVas lior cousin, her ^trothed as she now must regard him, the worth¬ 
less, heartless, mercenary rascal which her father painted him P Tlierc 
luul certainlT been a time, uid that not very long custunt, in which Alice 
hiu'self had ocen almost constrained so to regard him. Since that any 
cInmgG for the better iii her opinion of him Iiuil been grounded on 
c vidonce^ given either by himself or by bis sistm* Kate. lie Imd done 
nothing to inspire her with any couCdunec, ifulcss his reckless daring in 
coming forward Ui coutest a scat iu pariiameut could be ntgarded us a 
(loiug of somclhiug. And he had owned liimscif to be a man almost 
pcnnilrsK; he had s]K)k<'n of himself as being utterly n^klcss,^u8 being 
Olio M'liosc slujidiug in tlio world was and must conlinuo to be a iicrch 
on the edge of a precipice, from wditcb uny accident niiglit kuoeic liliti 
iicadloug. Alice believed in her licurt tluit Ibis last promssiun or trade 
iu wLirli he had applied himself was licconuiig ua uotlmig to him,—tliat 
oe received from it uo certain lacouic i-~uo inoouic tliut u m.'m enuld 
make to upiicar rcs|icctablc to futhnrs or guardians when scrkiiig a girl 
iu iiiarriugi;. Her father declared Uiat nil men spoke badly of him. Auoo 
knew her father to be an idle man, a inou given to pleasure, to be 
cue who thought bv far too much of the good things of (be world; 
but she had never lound him to be either false or malicious. Uis 
unwOutod energy In tliis mutter was iu itself evidence that he bo* 
lieved liiuiself to be right in wbat ho said. 

To t(d[ the truth, Alice was frightened at what she luid done, and 
almost rcjHuit^ of it already. Her acceptance of her cousin’s />fref 
had not come of love; nor had it, in truth, come eliicOy uf uiiibitiou. 
She iiatl not so much asked licrscltwhy she should do this thing, us 
why she should not do it,^seeing that it was required of her by her 
friend. ‘Wliat after all did it matter4* That was^ her argument with 
herself. It cannot bo supposed that she looked back on tlic past cv<fnts 
of her life with any sclf*satisfuctiou. There was no oelf-sutisioction, but 
in truth thcio was more seif-reproanfa than she deserved. As n girl she 
had loved her cousin George jmssionnicly, and that love Imd failed Iicr. 
She did not tell herself that sue had been wrong when she gave him up, 
but she thought herself to have been most unfortunate in the one neces¬ 
sity. Alter such an experience as that, would it not have been belter 
for her to hare remomeu without further thought of tnarriagtj ? 

Then came that terrible episode in her life for whieli she never could 
forgive herself. iSlie had accepted ^r. Orry because she liked liitii and 
honoured him. ** And 1 did love him,” site said to Iu r&elf, now uu this 
morning. Poor, wrol^ed, hcart-wnuig woman! As site sal. tlicro 
thinking of it all in her solituik sbo was to be pitied ut uuy^ rule, if Jiol 
to be fargivcji. Now, as siic thouglit of Nethcrcoals, w ith its quiet iifC| 
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itA gArdcj]^. its liooks^ and tlic pcacnfnl affectionnio ascendancy of him 
viku would have l>crn Iicr lord and mastery lier feelings were very 
dtircivni from those uhich had hiditccd her to resolve tkal she >?nuld 
not 8loo|> to )mL liur neck bciicutii tliat joke. Would \l not have b<^cn 
veil for her to have u mnslcr who by his wisdom imd stret^ili could 
save Lor from .siich wrcLchcd dfiubtings os these f liut she liad refund 
to bend, and thuu sUo had found her&clf desolate and alone in the n^irhl. 

"If I i'Aix do him ^)od why should I not marry himf^' In tlmt 
fectiiig lout bc(*!i the cliicf a^untent which hud induced her to return 
such nu answer as she Imd sent to her cousm. *‘For jnjselfi what does 
it matter F As to this life of luiiic and all that belougs to it^ why shouid 
1 1 'cgurd it otherwise ihuii to make it of some service In somo uuc who 
is dear to lue ? lie had been ever dear to her from her curliest ycurs. 
She believed in his iuLelIccly eveu if she could not believe in his con« 
duct. Kntr, her friend^ longi:d for this lliiug. As for that dream of 
lovcy it meant iiotliiug; and os for those arguments of pnidenccy'^lliat 
cold calculation about her money, which oil people seemed to expect 
from her,^ she wmJd throw it to the winds. >Vhat if she vcit: ruined! 
'i'horc wsis always the oUnn chance. Slic might save liim from ruin, and 
lieb him to honour and fortune. 

But then, when the word was once past her lipa, there returned to 
Jmr Hint true womnrrs feeling which made her plead for a long duY»~ 
which made hoc feel timt thui long cl;iy would he all too short,—which 
nmde her already dread the coining of the end of the year. She had 
said thui she would boeunio (ieorge Vavusor's wife, but she wished tliat 
the Haymg so might Ik? tlie end of it. U'hnn be carae to her to embrace 
her how should she receive him f The memory of J(»hii fSrej’s hunt kiss 
still lingen:d on her lips. She imd told herbclf that she scorned tlio 
dcliglits of love i if it were so, was site not bound to keep herself fur 
from them f if it were so, would not Let cousin's kiss pollute her f 

‘‘It may be as iny father says," she thought. ''It may bo that he 
M auls my money only; if so, let him Lave it. Surely when the year is 
over I snail know. Then a plan funned ilself ui her head, which she 
did not make willingly, with miy roliuitary action of hot mind,—but 
M'hieli came upon her as nlann do dime,—and recommended itself to her 
in (lcdni1.u of iuu'solf. He should have her money as he might cull for 
it,—all of it excop I lug some small portiuQ of licr income, which might 
sulliec to keep her from burdening her futlicr. Tlicu, if he were content^, 
he should go free w ithout reproach, and there should he uu end of all 
quesLiou ut marriage fur her. 

As she thought of ibis, oud matured it in her nand, tlio door opened^ 
and the servant aunoonced her cousin Gconre. 
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CllAPTEll XXXV, 

FA&SION Y£tt^U8 riVUU&NCE. 

It liud i\<>l oounrro<i to Alice that her aooepted lovta vould eoino le 
Iioi* so 90011. Slic hud Dot told him eiprcsHly of the day on vhieli she 
^ould rutnrn, mtd had uut reflected Uiid Kale would corlainly inrorni 
him. She hud bocu fhuikiog so muclt of iho distaut perils of his 

thut tlua peril, su sure to come ujmn her before umuy days 
or^Murs could psss by. Lad been forgoiian. >Vheu the imme struck her 
ear, uud flcorgc’s alep wus ho4ird oulsido on the luiidiii^^plucc, slic felt 
ilm nisli violenlly to her hearti and shv* jumped up from her scat 
pauiC’Sl rick oil aud in utter disin^. Uow snuuld she receive liiiii F 
Ami then ugnin, wilh what form of niTcction would she bo Ace^isted by 
him F ilut he was there iu the room with her before she had hud a 
moment allowed lo her for thoui;ht. ^ 

She hardly vcnliirctl to look up ot him; but, ucvcrthcluas, she become 
awai'c ilmt tlicrc was soinctbiiig in his Appenrauec and dress briglitcr, 
more li>vor*likC| |>crhHps uewer, thmi was usual with him. This in itself 
was au affliction to licr. llo ought to Imvo tmdcrslood that suoh au 
cugagumciit ns theirs uot only did uof require, hut absolutely forbade, 
any such symptom of young love as this. Even wben tbeir marriage 
came, if* it must coiuo, it siiould coiite without any customary sign of 
smsu-iucss, wi(iu>ut any outward mark of exultation. It would Jia?o 
been very good of him to havo reniaiucd away from licr for weeks and 
iriouths; but lo come uj^oii her (hus, on the first morning of liar return, 
was a cruelty not to be I'orgivru. These wuro the feehngs with which 
Alice regained her betrothed when he came to see her. 

Alice/’ sidd he, coming un to her with hie extended hand,—** Dearest 
Alice! 

tihe gave luin lier hand, oud muttered some word which tm inaudible 
even to him; she ^ve iiim her hand, and immodiatclr endeavoured to 
nsuuK^ it, but he held it elcnclied within Itia own, aud she felt tliat she 
was his prisoner. He was standing close to her ur>w, and she could 
uol escai>c from him. She was trcmbliug with fear lest worse might 
betide her even thau Uiis. 8bc had promised to marry him, aud now 
she was eo\xn:cd with dismay as she felt railier thon tbonglit how very 
far she was from loving the man to whom she had given this promise. 

“Alioe/’ he said, am a man once again. It is only now that I 
con tell yon what I have suiTcred daring these last few years/’ He still 
held her hand, but he had not as yet attempted any otoscr embrace. 
She know tliat she was stmiding away froDi him awkwardly, tdmost 
showing a rcpagnance to him; hut it was altogether beyond hor power 
to assume an attitude of ordinicy ease. ** Alios,” lie confinued, “ J feel 
that I am a strong man again, armed ta meet the world at all ^ints. 
Will yon not let me thuu yon for whst you have done for me f - 

She must speak to him I Tlymgh the doing so should be ever so 
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paiiiful lo her, site mttat &aj some vord to him whioli should liavo ia it 
a souud of kiudncss. After uU it waa his uudoubled right to come to 
her, and the footing ouwLioh lie assumed tosUmd was siojply that which 
3 he herself ])ud given to him. It was uoi Iiis hiuli if at this moment lie 
inspired her with disgust ratlicr tlian with lore. 

Iiarc done nothing for you, George,” she said, ''uotidng at all.” 
Then she got her hand away mm him, nud retrentod hnuk to u sofa 
where she seated herself, loaviog liiai still standing in the sp^u^c before 
(Ire. ”That you may do niueu for yourself is my greatest hope. If i 
JM lielp you, I will do so most heurtily.” Tlicu she oceanic thoroughly 
nahaaied of her words, feeling that she was at ouoc oflerhig to him the 
use of her purse. 

*'Of course you will help me,” lie sold. full of jilons all of 

wliich vou iDust share with me. But now, at this moniout, my oiio 
great pluu is that iu which you have already consented to be my purtner. 
Alice, you arc my wife uow. Tell me that it will make you happy to 
loll me your husoutid 

Not (or worlds could she liavo said so at this moment, it was ill- 
ittdgcd iu him to press her thus. He should aln^ady have sevu sulh 
irnll ttu eye, ilud no such triumph as that which he now demanded could 
he Ilia on this oceasimi. He liad hod his triumph wlicu, iu the solitude 
of Ins own room, witli quiet sarcasm he hud thi*uwu on one side of him 
the letter in which she hod Aoecplcd him, us though the nniUor hud 
been one almost iiidiircrcnt to him. lie had no vbht lo expect tlio 
double triumph. Then he had fnmkiy told hioiseli that her money 
would be useful to him. lie should have been opntcutod with tliat con* 
victiou, and not have rc([uircd her also to speak to liim soft winning 
words of«tovc. 

''That must he still distant, George,” she said. have suilcrcd so 
much! ” 

”And it has been my fault iliat you liave suficred; I know that. 
Tiicsc years of misery liuvobeen my doing.” It was, however, the year 
of coming misery that was must to l»c dreaded. 

** I do not say that,” she replied, ** nor liave I ever thought it. 1 
liuvc myself und myself only tal/Ianio.” Here iic altogether misunder¬ 
stood hiT, believing her lo mean that the fault for whiuli she blamed 
had liocu oommitted in separating herself from him on that 
former occusiou. 

Alic4% dear, lot bygones be bygones.” 

Bygones will not be bygones. It may be well for people to say 
so, but it is never true. One might ns well say so to one’s body ns 
to one’s lieart. But the liairb will grow gray, and the heart will grow 
cold.” 

do not sec that one fallows upon the other,” said George. ”My 
hair ia growing very gniy—nud to sliow that it was so, he lifted the darit 
lock (vQiii the aide id' his forehead, and displayed the incipient grissliiig 
of the huir from beliiud. ”Jf gray hairs make an old muo, Alice, you 
will marry an old liiisbaml ; but even you shall not ho allow*ed to say 
tlnit my heart is old.” 


a 
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Tiiivl wonl husband, which her eoimu tiad twice used, wss i^iiiful lo 
Alice’s cui*. She shrunk frum it wUli i>alfuiblo bodily sulTcriM^'^. Murr; 
an old liiiiband ! His age was nothiug to the puqiosr, though lie liad 
been as old as Enoch. Uul she was ugaiu obliged to answer nim. I 
spoke of m? own heart,” said she. ”4 someHmes feel that it has gi^owa 
very old.” 

” Alice, that is hardly eliecriDg to me.” 

” You have come to me too quickly, George, and do uot reflect how 
mucli there is that I must remember. You huvo said bygones stiuuld be 
bv go lies. Let tUcm be so, at ouy rate us Ihr as words arc eoueerned. 
Give me a few niotilhs iu which I may ICaru,-~uot to forget iheni, fur 
that will be Im(»osMblc,*^but to ahsUin fnmt 9i>cakiiig of them.” 

There was suiiicthing iu her look as she s|K»ke, mill in the tone of her 
voire that was very Bud. it struck iiim forcibW, but it struck him miU 
uiig(*r mtlicr thuu with saduesa. Doubtless her money bad bitcn liis 
chid' object w lieu lie olfcrcd to rcucw his engagement with her. Do\ibt* 
h'ss he uoutd have made hcruo such offer had she been jicnuiless, or 
n on )md ]iu*« own nerd been less ori^ssiDg. But, nevcrthrlrss he dvsirrd 
sfuikcthint* move thnu money. The triumph of being jireferred to John 
Urey,—of having John Grey sent ultogctficr adritl, m order that his old 
love might bo recovered, would liavc been loo coatly a lusurv for him 
to scek,diad he not iu s(*<king it beenubto to cuiubiuo prmirririe sviih 
the 'luxury. But though his jirudencc had been umloubled, iio dissinal 
B 1 C luxury also. It was on a calculation of the combimMl mlvnnfage 
iW he Imd made his second olTcr to his cousiiu As he would hy no 
moans have consented to proceed with tlic urrangcmeiit wltliout the 
bcucllt of his cousin's m^cy, so also did he feel unwilliug to diapenae 
with some cxjircsbioii ui her lovo for him, which would be Ho him 
triumjdmnt. iiithcrto.iii their present interview there iiud ccrfaiuly 
been no expression of her lovo. 

” Alice,he said, ”jour greeting to mo is hardly all that I ]nul 
lioped.” • 

. “Is it not?” said she. "Indeed, George, 1 am t^orry that you 
should bo disappointed; but what can I ssy 'f You would not have me 
adret a lightness of spirit which 1 do notfeei ?” 

“If yon wiiV* said he, very slowly,-“"if you wish to retract yoni 
leKrr to me, you now have ray leave to do so.” 

IVhat bii opiiortuudy was tins of escape I But she had not the courairo 
tu accept it. Wiiat girl under such circumstaiicns, would have laid such 
j^umge ? How often arc olTcn muik to us which we would ahno4 yh 
|Sur ojes to accept, but date irat accept because we fear the couulrnance 
^f the olTcrer ? “ I do not wish to retract my letter,” said she, 
iug aa slowly as he hud spoken; "but I wish to be left awhile, timi 1 
may recover ray stvenglli of inind. ^ve you not heard duclors say, 
that muscles wlaeh have been strained, should be allowed rest, or they 
will never cnHrcIy renew ifaeir Uusionf It is so wilh me now; if I 
could be quiet for a few mouths, 1 think 1 could learn to (nee iliu 
futuH) with n l>ettcr courage.” 

"And is tlittl oil you can say to Alice F ” 
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WIlut would you Ijhvc me sny ? ** 

** i would fuiul.ror ouo word of love from you; is lliai unrea^ou 
aldc^ 1 would wish Co know from your own ]ip.s that you hare 
sutisFoction iu llic iH^ucwcd |)itii>pcci of our uiiiuu; is tliai too uoibi* 
tioiJdi' ii might have been Chat I was over-bold iu pressing my auit 
upon you again; but as you accept it, have I not a rigid Co cspucC 
tliaf. you biamld show me LhaC you bare been buppy iu acoepiiug Itf 
}M> slu* liad not been huppy m accepung iC. She was not Imppyuow 
ilial bile liad urtTpU'd it. SShc could uol allow to him any sign ol such 
joy us that which lie desired to see. And uow', at tills mo incut, she 
feared W'lili an excessive frar lhal tbeic would come seme demaud for an 
ouUvm d dcjnotistnUioii of love, such us he in hie pobitioii might have u 
right iu iimhc. blie scorned to lie aware that this miglit be prevented 
(ink liy such dctunmoiirMii her port as that which she bad practised, 
aurl hlu^ could nut, Ihcrcforc, be stirred to the expression of any word 
id* ulIVctiun. Shu lUlcued <o bis appeal, and wlu!ii it was dnished she 
made uu reply. If he chose to fnlo her in dudgeon, ho uiusl do so« 
Slie would make for him any sacriGcc Clint was possible Co licr, but this 
hacufiee \vas not possible. 

''And you have not a word to say Co me? he asked. Shu looked 
iip at Inin, mul saw tliut the cicatnro ou his face was becoming ominous^ 
lub lyes wiuv bi'iiC upon her with oil tlicir rorbiildiiig brilliunec, luid he was 
tiKsinhlng that look of anm* nudacity uhich was ho neculmr to him, mid 
wJiirh luul so idl.cn cowcil those with whom hn waa brought iu contact^ 
other word, at prcscnl, (icorgii; J have lu)d you timt I am not 
ah ease. Why do you press me now Y 
ilo liad licr Ictier to him in iliu lireast.pocket of Ids coat, an<l his 
hand w^iH ou it, lhal he might tliiig it hack to her, and tell her that he 
would not hold her to be bis promisi'd wife under such circumstaueus 
as IhcbC. Thu anger which would have induerd him Lu da so was the 
la Her part of his nature. 'Jlircc or four yi'urs since, this belter port 
Would nave prevailed, and he would liavc given >vay to his rage. Jiut 
now, ns his lingers placed upon t)ic pA)>er, he remembered that lier 
iiunjcv was absolutely csseidbu Co him,—that some of it was needed by 
hhii almost instantly,—that jif this vury moruiug he was bound to go 
where money would be demanded from him, and tliat his hopes with 
ix gard Co Chrlaca could not be niaiutaiiicd lutless he was able to make 
some siibslaiiiial promUc of providing fniids. liis sisiuf Kate s fortune 
>viis just two thousand pounas. That and uo more, was now the capital 
at his connnaud, if be should abandon this other source of aid. £reu 
tliuC must go, if all olher sources should luil iiiiu; but he would huu 
have that uuCouchud, if it were possible. Oh, tliut that old man in 
*\VcdtniorcIuud would die and be gathered to his fulhers, now itiat he 
WULS full of years and rific for the sickle! Hut there was no sign of 
death about Clio old muu. So his lingers released their bold ou the 
letter, aud he stood lucking at her iu Ins auger. 

** iou wish me thou to gt> from ymY he flaij. 
i)o uol be augry with mo, George! 

Angry I 1 have uo right to angry. But, by IIoQrcn^ I am 
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wrnug Uicrc. 1 liAvc the rigli^ lutd I am angry. 1 Ihitik you owcl 
mo to gWe me some worinor welcome, l&it to be Um wilL us iJvTuys 
for the neit accursed year? ” 

** Ob, Qeoigtt! ** 

To mo it will be aceui^ecd. But is il to bo thus between us always ; 
Alice, I have loved you above all wotnoii. 1 may say that I have lu'vcr 
loccd any woman but you; and yot 1 mu soiuetimcs driven to d<jubt 
wbetiicr you have a boari iu you ea)>ablc of love. After all that luis 
passed, dll your old tirotealiUions, all my ropuulnticc, and yourproiferof 
forgiveness, you should Iidvo received mo with open arms. J su]))K)sc 1 
limy go now, and feel that 1 have been kicked out of your house like a 
dog/' 

If you sneak to me like tiunt, and look at tuo like Dial, bow can 1 
answer you 1“*' 

I want uo answer. 1 wauled you to put your hand iu mine to 
kiss me, and to tell me that vou arc oucc more my owu. Aliee^ 
tliink Indtcr of it; kiss tne, and let mo feel my arm ouee more rouiui 
your waist." 

She sUuddered as alio sat, still silcut, on her seat, and be saw llmt 
slid shuddered. With all his desire for her mnney, liis iiiHiuni need of 
itf^this was too much for liim; aud lie iuriunj upon liis lien), and loll 
llie room without another word. She. beard his quick step as he hiirricd 
down the stairs, hut slio did not riso to arrest ban. BIm heard the 
d(K>r slum aa lie left the house, but still sbe did not movo fniui htw s<!at. 
Her immediate desire bad beru ibnl be should go,*- and nosv bo was 
gouc. Tlieru was iu that a relief whieli almmtl eomfurud bur. And 
this was the man from wlnsii, wilhiii Hie hist fow days, »he Imd uccuptod 
nn olTer of marriage. 

George, wlicn ho left the house, walked humedly into Cavendish 
Sqimrc, and down along the east side, till ho made his wuy out along 
rriuccs Btroet, mto the Circus in Oxford Btn^t Close to him l licroi 
ill great Marlboroagb Street, was the liouse of his parihimeuiury 
attoimey, Beruby, ou whom be was bouud to call on that inornlug. 
As bo nad walked aw*ay from Quern Anryt Street, he liad thcjugUt 
nothing hut that too visible shudder wluoh 1ih cousin Alici* liad 
uiiahlc to repress. He had been feeding on bis auger, and iudiilgiiig ir> 
telling liimself at one moment that bn would Id ber and )icr inouuy go 
from him wbitber they list,‘-and making inward threats in the next 
tliui the time should coino iu which he would puuuh her for thuj ill-usa^. 
But there was the necessity of resolving what die would say to Mr. 
Scruby. To Hr. Boruby was siiU due some trifle ou ibe cost of the last 
election; but even if tliis were pmd, Mr. Soruby would make no heavy 
advimce towards the cipcnso of tlic next election. Whoever might 
come out at the end of such affkin without a satisfactory settlement ot 
bis little bill, as had for a while been the case with Hr. Grimes, from 
the ilundsoiDG Man,—and as, bideed, still was the cas<^ with him, hs that 
note of Imnd at tlntc mouths' dale wus not yet [Uiid,—Mr. Beruhy 
seldom allowed himself to suffer. U was true tlial tlie election would 
not lake place till the summer; but Uiert were preliminary expenses 
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vliicli needed ready money. MetropoUfnn Tol^rs, m Mr. Scrubj 
offen declare(i> required to bo i:ept in good-imiuour ^'—^0 timt Mr. 
6cru})y wanted the pre^eui payment of some five hundred pouuds> and 
a well-rounded aasuraucc that ho would he put iu full funds by tho 
bc^ntinjng of next June. Even Mr. Seruby migut not be true as perfect 
steel, if Im Ihouglit that hia candidate at the last moment would 
not Gome fdrtl) properly prepared. Otber candidates, with moucy in 
their ])ockots, juigbt find their way into Mr. Scruby’a oilicea. As 
Gi^orgc Vavasor crossed Ibegcnt Street, he gulped down bis anger, and 
apjilied Ids mind to business. Should ho prepare himself to give orders 
tijat kale’s little property should be sold out, or would be resolve to use 
lui cousin’s moti<;y f Tliat his cousin’s roouey would still bo at Lis 
(lis|)osul, in 8jute of tlic stormy mood la wliich he had retreated from 
her picseuco, he felt surb; but the asking for it on his part would 1m 
unplorusunl. That duty ho must entrust to Kate. But as be reached 
Mr. He ruby's door, ho had decided that for sucli purposes os those now 
iu IuukI, it was {>rcfci*ablc tiuit he should use his wife's fortuuo! It was 
thus tliat iu his own mind he wonted the phrase, nud made for lunu^clf 
nu C.XCUSC. Yes j—he would use his wife’s fortune, luxd explain to Mr. 
Hcruby tliat he would be justilicd in doing so by the fact that Ills own 
jivriUigG wuuld he sclUcd on her at licr iiiurruigc. i do uut supjHmn 
limt lie ultugeiher liked it. lie was not, at any rate as yet, rui 
altogether lie artless swindler, lie could not take bis cousin's moucy 
without incuuiug,-*-without thinkiug that ho meant, to rep^ her in full 
all that he took. Ucr behaviour to hint this very uiurum^ bad lui 
doubt nmde the afToir more difficult to his mind, aud more uuplcasuut 
thau it. would have been had she smiled on him; but even ns it was, 
lie managed to ossui'c himself (bat he was doing her no wrong, aud 
willt (Ilia selfassuroncc he entered Mr. Scruby’s omsic. 

The clci'ks iu the outer office were very civU lo him, and undertook 
to )irumisc 111 in that ho should not be kept waiting an instant. Thcro 
wori^ four gentlemen in the little parlour, they said, waiting to see Mr. 
Semhy, hut thcro tlicy should ren^ain till Mr. Vavasor’s interview was 
over. One gouilcmtm, os it ^emed, was even turned out to make way 
for him; for us Gooigo was uslicrcd into tlie lawyer’s room, a little man 
looking very meek, was hurried away from it. 

** Yon cau wait, Smithcra,’^ said Mr. Bcniby, speaking from within. 
** I shuu’t be very long.'^ Vavasor apologised to liis ugont for the 
injury ha was doing Suuthers; but Mr. Seruby explained that ho was 
ojily a Poor devil of a» iiriuter, looking for payment of his little amount, 
lie baa printed and posted 30,000 placards for one of tho late Mary- 
Icboue candidates, and found some difficulty in getting Lis money. 

You see, when they're iu n small way of business, it ruins thom,^ said 
Seruby. '' Now lliui poor dexdl,—he oasu't had a shilliug of hU mon^ 
yet, oJtd the greater part has been paid out of his pocket to the posters. 
It is liurd." 

It comforted Vavasor whou he thus heard that there were others who 
were more backward in their jmymcnts, cveu than himself, and made 
him reflect that a longer eredit tlum liod yet been arhievod by hln^ 
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niigHt perhaps bo witlun 1^ reacli« ** It astonishing liov mwvh s 
tnaii may get douo for bim/* said lie^ ^Mvilhout paying aiivlhing ht 
years/* 

'^Ves; tliat's true. So lio may^ if ho knows how 1o go nhoiii ii. 
I^ut wlieu ho does |)Qy, Ur. Vavasor, he docs it through the nose ;~ceui. 
I)cr cent., uud worse, for all his former short coni lags/' 

*^ilow many there arc who never pay nt all/' said George. 

*' les, Mr. Vavasorj—tliat’fl true, too. Hut see whut n life they h'nd. 
1(. 1811*1 a pleasant thing to ho nfraiil oF (u)iniug into your 2 igeul*s ofljcc ; 
not wliat you would like, Mr. Vuvusnr;—net if 1 know you.” 

nrvur H'as afraid of nieclinff aiiyoue yet,*' said Vavasor; 'Mnit I 
di)i/t kiitw whut I muy conn; to*. 

*• Noe never will, 1*11 go hail. But, L*)rd love you, [ could tell you 
such tal s! IVe Ind members of purlbuicul, past, present, uud fiihirc, 
nhiuisi, clown on their knees to me in this little room. ]t*s about a 
muudi or siix wi cks before the cU-ctioiis come ou when they're at timir 
worst. There is so much,you see, Mr. Vavasor, for which a geuttomaii 
tiiwui puy ready money. It isn't like a business in which the lawyer is 
supposed lo find the capital. If 1 Imd money enough to pay out of my 
own pocket all the costs of all the mctroimlitan gentleman for wlium I 
net, why, I could live on lijo interest without auy trouble, und go iuto 
parimrncnl myself like n man.*’ 

George Vavubov perfectly understood that Mr. Scruby was explaining 
to him, with whut best attempt at delicacy he could muke, Unit funds for 
the expenses of the Cliclsca emetiou were not to be forthcoming from the 
great MurlhonmgU btrevt establishment, 

"1 su]>po8o so/* said he. ihit you do do it sometimes/’ 

’* Never, Mr. Vavasor/* said Mr. Scruby, very solemnly. ‘‘Asa rule, 
never. I may advance the money, on iutcrest, m course, when I receive 
a guarantee from the candidate's father, or from six or seven omong the 
cuiumittcc, who must alt be very substantial,—very substantial ludcccL 
But in a general way I don’t do it. It isn't my place.*’ 

thought yon did;^but at any rate I ^n’t want you to do it 
for me,” 

“ Vm quite sure you dou’t,” said Ur. Sliruby, with a brighter tone <if 
voice than tlmt he had just been asmg. never Ihought you did, Mr. 
Vuvjsor. Lord bless you, Mr. Vavusor, I kuow the differcuco between 
geuticinen as soon as 1 see them.” 

Then liicy w'cnt to business, and Vavasor became aware that it would 
be thought coavenient that lie should lodge with Mr. Scruby, to his 
ow'u account^^a sum not less than six liundred pouQiU within the next* 
week, and it would be also necessary that he should provide for taking 
up tiiai hill, amounting to aitiety*iw(> pounds, which he hud givru to 
the liindlord of the Ilaodsome Man. ^ short, it would be well fimt he 
sjiould borrow a thousand pounds from Alice, and as he did not wish 
that the family attorney of toe Vavasors should be employed to raise it, 
he commuuicucd to Mr. Sortiby as much of his jdaus us was iieoessury, 
liecling more hesitation in doing it than might have been expected from 
binx When ho had done he was very uitenl ou explumuig olso that 
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the nioucj takca from hU cons!», and fuluro bride, would bo repaid to 
licr oni of the projK^rtv m Weslmoiclaud^ which was,— did he suy Acttled 
ou liliUKi'U P 1 aiii afniid he did. 

‘‘Y4‘b, >es;—'U riunily anunOTmcnt,’^ said Mr. Scruhy, as he con* 
gnil ulatcil hiju on his proposed marriuRc. Mr. bcnib.v did not care a 
stniw fjoiu what som*ee the necessary funds uiiKhi 1)C drawiL 
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Kauly in Ihiit couvcrsaliou which Mr. Vavasor had with his daughter^ 
aud which was recorded a fow back, lie implored her to pause a 

wiiite hedWe site inrormed Mr. (jrcy gf her cuga^nnent wit h her cousin. 
Nothing, lujwovcr, on that jKihit liail boon wtllrd between them. Mr. 
Vavasor had wished her to say Umi she would not WTite tdl bo should 
have nssented to her doing so. 8lic Imd deciined to hiud hciwoK in this 
wav, and tlicn Ihcy had ginic off to oilier thingsto George Vuvigor’s 
HuiiactfT uiid tlie dis|K>silioii of tier umuej. Alice, however, had felt 
hers( tr bound not to write to Mr. Grey quite at once, ludccd, whou 
iu*r cousin lr.lt her she luut no npnclitr for writing such a letter as hers 
was to be. A day or two passed ny her iu this wav, and nothing mol's 
was said by her or her fatlicr. It was now the middle of Jimuary, nud 
liio reader may rcununlier that Mr. Grey liud promised that he would 
come to her iii Loudon in that mouth, as soon as he should know that 
slie hod retxirued Iroin Wesluioreluiid. Bhe must Tit any ruto do some¬ 
thing to prevent that visit. Mr. Grey would nut come without giving 
li(T notice. Bhe knew cuough of the habits of the man to bo sure of 
that. But she desired tiuit her letter to luiu should be in time to 
prcvmit his to licr; so wbvg tliosc few days %Yurc gone, slio sat down to 
write willioui sj>riikiiig aguiit.to hcrluthcr upon the subject. 

It \rns a lurrimu job;—perhaps the most diflicult of all the dilUcult tasks 
which her adverse fate Imd iinposcil U|K)n her. She found w*hea she did 

tern pi il, tIuiL bhe could hiivc done it better if she hud done it at the 
uioinuut w hen she was writing the other lctt<er to licr cotishi George. 
Tticu Kale liad been near her, and she had l)ecu comforted by Kate's 
affectionate huppmrss. She had been strengthened at that mom cut by 
a feeling timt sue was doing the best in her power, if not for herself, at 
any rate/or others. All that comfort, and all strength had left her 
aoW. The nimospberc of the fells had buoyed her u|), and nt)w the thick 
air of London depressed her. She sat for Jioura with the pen in her 
hand, und could not write the klter. She let a day go by and a uigbt. 
and still it wus not written. She Imnlly knew licrsclX in licr untmtucal 
wenkucss. As the menial photograpiis of tiic two men forced tlicm- 
solves upma her, she could not force hecMlf to forget those words —Look 
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here» upou this piciuiii^anJ on ihis/^ Ilow vros !t Uial sh<^ now know 
how |:;reat ttus the difference helwccu the two men. Imw imnirnise tljo 

? re endnrncc of lilin whom she li:ul ivjecUil ;^iiiid that shu ]i:ut not 
id'orc hccu ubU: to sec llui ou an] of those inan^ previous uccasious on 
uliioh she bad compared Um two together P As rIio thought of her 
cousin George's lace when ho left her room a few davs sinoo, mul 
remumbered Mr, Urey’s countenance when last he hclu licr hand at 
ClicUctihanif tiie quiet dignity of hie beauty which would sulimit to 
show no cou&ciousuess of iujury, she could not hut toll licrsoif that when 
I’uradiso hod !)cra opened to her, alic liod declaimed iioraeif lo bo Qt only 
for randcmoiiium. lii lliui was her chief iniHory; that tiow,-^uow 
when it was too laic,—she coidd look at it aright. 

But the letter must lie written, nnd ou tho^secoud day she declared 
to herself timt she would not rise from her cluur till it was done. The 
letter wan written ou that day and mis |>ost(f(l. 1 will now onic Ihu 
reader to go d(»wii with me to Nothercoats that wo may he prCKcnt 
with John Urey when he received it. lie was aitUtig at breakfast iit 
his study there, and oppewite to him, lounging iu uu arm-chair, with a 
** Quarterly ** in liis band, was the most iuiimalo of his friends, Frank 
Seward, a fellow of the college to which they had both belonged. Mr. 
Seward was a clergyman, and the tutor of bis collegia and a man who 
worked very hard at Cambridge. In the days of his Icisuro he sneiit 
much of his time at Nclhcrcoab, mill ho was the only mnn to wjiom 
Grey hail,told oiijtbiDg of his luvo fur^VIico and of his disnopoinlmont. 
Even to Seward he had not told the wliolo story, lie Imd at first 
informed his friend that he was engaged to bo married, and as he Imd 
told this us no secret,—hifving even said that lio lukted sijcrets on such 
matters,—the engagement bad hceu mentioned in the common romn of 
their college, and men at Cambridge knew that Mr. Gmv whs going to 
lake to luiascLf a wife. Then Mr. Seward had been told that trooble 
had come, and that it was not improbable that there would be Jio suoli 
marriage. Even when saving this Mr. Grey told none of the particulars, 
though ho owned to his tricud tliat a heavy blow bad struck huit. I Us 
intiirmcy with Seward was of that lliorpum kind wIiiAi is ongoadr.rcd 
only out of such yniuig and liisting friendship as had existed between 
them; kut even to su^ a friend as this Mr. Grey could oot open his 
wIjoIc heart. It was uuly to a friend who should d%o be his wife tlnit 
he could do that,—as he himself thoroughlv nodcrsloorl. Be hud felt 
that suck a friend was wanting to him, and oc had made the attempt. 

‘'Don't speak of this os yet,” be had said to Mr. Reward'. ''Of 
course when the matter is settlAdj those few people who.know me must 
know it. But perhaps there may be a doubt as yet, and as tong as 
there is a doubt, it is better that it should not be diwiBsud." 

. llo had said no more than this,—had imputed no blame to Alice,— 
hnd told nou6 of the oireumstances; but ^ward had known that the 
girl hod jilted bis friand, sad had made up his mind that she must bo 
heartless and false. lie had known also that his fricud wouhl never 
look fur any other such oouipanion for liis home. 

Dcllcrs were brougiit to each of them ou this morning, and ttcworu'i 
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Attention vas of course occupied hj those which he reedred. Orej, aa 
soon us tic ctiTcIotw bad touclird Jiis handy become aware that one of 
llcm WAS from Alioc> and Ilia he at once 0 |)encd. Ho did it verv 
ealnilyy but wilhout m\j of Hat bmodo of indlircreace with vlucL 
George Yav^^or had received Aliceas letter from Westmoreland. ‘*Xt is 
right that 1 should tell you at said Alice, rusliing into the 

iiuddic of her subject without even the fonnalitj of the customary 
address—'*il. is right that I Honld tell you at once that—Ob, the 
diJIiculty nhicli she had encountered when her wurds hud carried lor us 
fur as iliin my cousin, George Yavosor, Iiaa I'cpeutcd to roe bis 

oUcr of marnugc, and tint 1 liuvc accepted it. L tell you, chicily in 
order that 1 imiy save you frnm the trouble which you pur{>oacd to take 
»hcn i list SAW vou at Chc)t< uhani. 1 will not telJ you any of the 
circunisluuces of ifiis ciigtigeMuiii, hcrcausc 1 have no right to presumo 
that you will cai'c 1o hear it. I luu'diy dure to ask you to believe of me 
that ill all tluit I liuvc done, 1 have endeavoured to act with tj'uth uud 
houoty. 4'hat I Imvc been very ignorant, fuoUsli,~wljat you will that 
is bad, J know well; olbcnvi>c there could not have been so mueb in 
ijjc last few yours of my life on which 1 om utterly ashamed to look 
buck. For the injury that J liavc done you, 1 can only o^^ress deep 
ooutritiou. 1 do not date to a.sk you to fonivc me.— Alice YaVASon.” 
Hhe had torinenied herself in writing had so nearly driven herself 
distracted with llio oilompts which she bad destroyed, that she would 
not hwn read once to lieiseif these last wo|ds. *‘llo^il know it, and that 
is all that is necessary/’ she said to herself as she sent the letter away 
from her. 

Mr. Grey read it twice over, leaving thuother letters unnoticed on 
tlie table by his teacup. He read it twice over, and the work of read* 
it was one to him of intciLse agony. Hitherto he liad fed himscU 
with hope. I'hat Alice should have been l)roQght to think of her 
cogogcmcul with liim in a spirit of doubt and with a mind so iiuubled, 
that she had been inclined to attempt on escape fik)in it, bad been very . 
grievous to liim; but it bad been iu his inbia a fantasy, a morbid fear 
of liimself, whioh miglit be cured by time. He, at tmy rate, would give 
all his energies towards achieving such a cure. There liad liccn one tiling, 
houever, wiiicli he most fuari^;—which he lad chiefly feared, Ihouw 
lie had lorbiddcn hiuisclf to think tliat it could be probable, and this 
tiling lad now happened* 

lie hud ever disliked and feared George Vavasornot from any 
elTect which the mau had upon limselt^ for os we know his ocouaiiilance 
with Vavasor was of the sliglitest ;*^but he bad feared and msliked lus 
influence upon Alice. He had also feared the iuilueuce of her cousin 
Kate. To have cantioued Alice against her cousins would have been to 
him impossible. It was not Ida nature to express suspicion to one la 
loved. Is the louo of Uial letter rcmrinbcrcd in which lie lad answered ^ 
Alieo when sl<' informed him that her cousin George was to go with 
Kale and her to Swilzcrlaud? He lad written, witn a pleasant joke, 
w'orJs which Alice lad been able to rend with some httle fecliitf oi 
IrhduiiU to lier two fricuda. He bad not so writ tea because he uked 
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what ha knew of tho man. He dialiked all that be knew of him. But 
it had not been possible for him t<f show that he distrusted tlic pru* 
deuce of her, whom^ as his future wife, he was prepan?d to trust iu all 
thiu^. 

I have said that he rood Alice's letter with an agony of sonow; as 
he Shi with it iu iiis h^d he suffered as> probably, he baA never suffered 
before. But there was uotbiug in his countenance to show that he w as 
in ^in. Seward Imd received some long epistle, crossed from enil to 
on(),~indicative, 1 should say, of a not lar distant teriuinatiou to tltut 
college tutorsUiiit^aiid was reading ii with placid ooutoutmout. It 
did not occur to iiim to look across at Grey, but l»ad ho douo so 1 
doubt whether bo would have sceu anylliiitg to attract lus nttrution. 
But Grey, though he was wouuded, would uoi allow himself to Xw dis* 
majed. There was less hope now llmu befuro, but tliere might still 
bo hope ;~hopc for her, even though there might be uooo Tor him. 

bad reached his ears also as to George Vavasor, which liad 
tauffikt )uni to behove Uiut the mau was needy, reckbss, and on tho 
brink of ruin. Such a marriage to Alice Vavasor would bo altogether 
ruiuous. Wliatcvor might be liis own ultimate fate he would stiU seek 
to save her from tliat. Her cousin, doubtless, wanted her money. 
Miglit it not bo possible that he would be suUslLou with her mouey, aud 
tliat thus the woman might be saved? 

Seward/'lie said at last, oddttwiiiig his frieud, who had not yet 
oomc to tho end of tlus lost emt page. 

Is tli^ miytkiiig wrung ?" said boward. ^ 

Well;—yes; there is somcthhig a little wrong. I four I must loavo 
you, and go up iu town to-day.’* 

Nobody ill, I hope?” • 

No;^nobody is ill. But I must go up to Loudon. Mrs. Bole 
will take core of you, and you must not be angry with me fui leaving 
you F ” 

Seward assured him that he woxdd not be in the least angry, and that 
he was thoroughly couversaut with the capabilities aud gocxl iateutious 
of Mrs. Bole tue housekeeper; but added that be was so near his own 
college, ho would of course go bock to Ann bridge. He longed to say 
aome word as to the purpose of Grey’a threatened journey; to make 
some inquiry as to this new trouble; but he knew that Grey was a man 
who did not well bear close inquiries, aud ho was silcut. 

Why not stay here F ” said Grey, after a miuute’s pause. “ I wish 
yon would, old fellow; I do, indeed.” Tliere was a tone of special 
affection iu his voice which stmok Seward at once. 

'' If I can be of the slightest service or comfort to you, I will of 
course.” 

Grey again sat sOeut for a little while. ” I wish you would; I 
ittdectf.” 

” Then I will.” And again there was a pause. 

“I have got a letter here from—Vavasor,” said Grey* 

"May I hope ” 

ooea not bring good news to sio. I do not know that I 
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Cftu tell it you all. 1 would if 1 oould^ but the whole story is one nol 
to lie told in a liurry. 1 should leave &ilso impresaious. There are 
tUinca which a mau cannot tell/’ 

Indaod there arc,*’ said Seward. 

1 wish wiili all my heart that you knew it all as 1 know it; but 
that is impoMsihlo. Thera are thmn which happen in a day which it 
would take a lifetimo to explain/' Then there was another pause. '' I 
have heard bud news this morui^^ and I must n up to London at 
once. I shall go into Ely so as to bo there by tw^vc; and if you will, 
you ahull drive mo over. 1 may he back in a day; cortainfy in less 
timu a week; but it will be a comfort to me to know that I eiiall find 
yon here/' 

Tlic matter was so arrunged, and at eleven they started. During the 
first two miles not a word was spoken between them. ''Seward," 
Urey said at lust, if I fail in what I am going to attempt, it is probable 
tliut you will never licar Alice Vavasor's name meulioned by me again; 
Imt 1 always want von to bear this in mind i-^lbat at no moment 
has my opinion of ucr ever been changed, nor must you in sueh 
cu»o imagine from my silcnoo that it has changed. Do yon understand 
me f" 

»I tliiuk I do." 

"To jny ihiuLing she is the finest of God's creatures that I have 
kuowji. it may be tliui in her future life she will be severed from me 
altogether; but 1 shall not, ihorefore, think the less well of her; and I 
wish that you, us ^y friend, should know that I so esteem her, even 
though her name should never be mentioned between us." Seward, in 
some few words, assured him that it should be so, and then they 
liiiislicd thidr journey hi silence. 

from the station at Ely, Grey sent a message by the wires up to 
John Vavasor, saying tliut he would call on nim that afternoon at 
ins oSlco in Cliuoccry Lane. The cbauecs were always much 
against fiadiag Mr. Vavasor at his offico; bat on this occasion the 
iulcgrarn did reach him there, and ho remained till the unaccustomed 
hour of bfdApast four to meet iho man who was to have been hia 
sou-in-haw. • ^ 

" Uavb you heard from her P " he asked as soon as Grey entered the 
dingy lit tic room, not hi Chancery Laso, but in he neighbourhood, whioh 
wos allocated to him for his aigiung purposes. 

"Yea,"—said Grey; "she has wntten to me." 

" Aud told you about her cousin George. 1 tried to liiuder her from 
writing, but she is very wilful." 

" nJiy should you nave hindered her f If the thbg was to be told, 
it is better that it should be done at onoo." 

" But I hoped that there might be an escape. I doat hiow wh^ 

J ou think of ^ this. Grey, but to me it is the bitterest miafortnue that 
have knowu. And I've had some bitter things, too," he addod|— 
thlnkhig of that period of his life, when the work of wblch he was 
iibamed was first ordniued as his future task. 

What is the esoa]io that you hoped f " oakod Grey, 
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** I liordlj know. Tbo whola thing seomi to mo to }>t ho mud, (lint I 
parti? trusted that she would sea tba aadiMs of it, 1 aia not sure 
whether you know anything of my nephew George asked hU. 
Vafoson 

Very little,” said Grey. 

I beliere him to bo utteriy an ad?entiiRr,«-a man without meana 


It 


ff 


and without piiseiple,—upon the whole about aa bad a man as you may 
meet. I give you my word, Grey, that I don't think 1 know a worse 


B' w 

man. He^ toyman? her ?or her money; tbdn he will boggar 
her, after that he% ilhtreat oer; and yet what oaa I do P ” 

''Prevent the merriaw.” 

''Put hoW| my dear tellowP Preveul itl It’s all very well to say 
Umt, Olid it's the very thing I waut to do. But how am I to prevent 
it P She is aa much her own mostor os you are yours. She can give 
him every ahilluig of her fortune to-morrow. Uow am 1 to prevent her 
from marrying lum P ” 

" Lei her give him every ebilling of her fortune tcMnorrow/’ said 
Grey. 

" And what is she to do then ? ” asked Mr. Vavasor. 

”ihen-^tbea,-**Uion,-^then let her come to me,” said John Grey; 
and aa bo spoke there was a fragment of a tear in hii eye, and the liint 
of a quiver in ids voice. 

Even the worldly, wom^out, unsympalhctio nature of John Vavasor 
was struck, and, as it were, wanoM by this. 

" Uod bless you I God bless you, my dear fellow. I heortily wish for 
her soke tliat i could look forward to any ludi an end to tbia'afloLr.” 

"And why not look fof^ard to itP You soy tbut he merely wauls 
her muury. As be wants it let him liavc it 1" 

" But Oi^cy, you do not know Alice; you do not undersland my girl. 
When she had lost her fortune nothing would induce ber to become 
your wife." 

"'Leave that to follow as it may,” said John Grey/ "Our first objeot 
must be to sever her from a man, who ia, aa you say, himself on the 
verge of ruin; and who would eeiiainlj make ber wretched. 1 am here 
now, not because 1 wish her to be my tibot wife, but beoauso 1 wish 
that she should not becotno the wife of such a one as your nephew. If 
I were you I would let him have her mouey.” 

" If you were I, you would have nothing more to do with it than the 
man tbw is as yet unbont I know that she will give him her money, 
because she has said so; hut I have no ppwer as to her giving it or as 
to her witoholding it. ThaPs the hardship of my position ;~but it is of 
no use to thiuk cu that now.” 

John Grey certainly not think about it. He knew wcU that Alios 
waa indepsMent, and that she Was not inclined to give up that in., 
dependence to anyone. He had not expected that her fether would ho 
able to do much towards hindering his dau{^ter from becoming the wife 
of GeorM Vavasor, but he had wished that he himself and her fetbsr 
riiQuId be in aoeora in their tkwi, and he found that this was ao* 
When he left Mr. VavasoPs room nothing bsd heat said about fti 
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Mriod of the marria^. Orev thought it im probable that Alice woald 
find henelf able to me hemu in marriage to ncr couain unmediatelft*-* 
ao soon after her breach with hioi; but as to this be hud uo ossxirance, 
and bo determined to have the facts from her own lips^ if she would sec 
him. So lie wrote to her» namiug a da; ou which he would cal) upon 
her carl; in the moroing; and bavins recciTcd from her no prohibiUon^ 
he Was m Queen Anue Street at the hour appointed. 

He liad conceived a scheme which he haa not made known to Mr. 
Vavasorj and as to the praeticabilitj of which he had much doubt; 
but which, ticvcrthelcss, ho was resolved to fr; if ho should find 
the attempt possible, lie himself would buy off George Vavasor, 
lie had over b^n a prudent man, and he had monej at contmand. 
If Vavasor was such a man as they, who knew him best, repre- 
Bcntcd him, such u pu’t^haso miglit be possible. But then, beforo 
this was attempted, nc must be quite sure that be know liis man, 
aud ho must satisfy himself also that in doing so lie would not, in 
truth, odd to Alice’s misery. Uo could hardly bring Imnsclf to 
think it possible that she did, in truth, love her eousin with 

E assionatc lovo. It Mcmed to him, as he remembered what Alice 
ad bccu to himself, thht this must be impwibic. But if it were 
so, that of course must put an end to his intcrfcrouco. Ho thought 
that if lie saw her he might loam all this, and thcroforc be went to 
Queen Anue Street. 

** Of course bo must come if be will,” she said to herself wlicn she 
received liis note. '*It can moke no matter, lie will say nothing 
lialf so hard to me as what I say to myself all day long.” But 
when the moruiug came, and the hour came, and the knock at the 
door for wliicli her cars wore on the alert, her heart mbgave her, 
and she felt that the present moment of her pumshment, though not 
the heaviest, would still be hard to bear. 

He came slowly up stairs—his step was ever slow—and gently 
opened tlie door for himself. Then, before he even looked at her, 
he closed it ^liu. I do not know how to explain that it was soi 
but it Wiis this perfect command of himself at lU seasons which had 
in part made Alice afraid efi him, and drove her to believe that they 
were not fitted for each other. She, when he thus turned for a 
moment iVora her, and then walked slowly towards heiv stood with 
both her hands Icanii^ on the centre table of the room, and with 
her eyes fixed upon its surface. 

Auce,” he said, walking up to her very slowly. 

Her whole frame shuddered as she beard the sweetness of his 
voice. Had I not better the trutli of her at once P Oh, if 

she could only have boon his again! ^Vhat madness during these 
last six months had driren her to such a plight as tiiis f The old 
lovo came book upon her. Nay, it bad never gone. But that 
trust ip. his love returned to her—that trust which told her tbi^ 
suek'}^; and such worth would have sufficed to make her Imppr. 
But itt-oonflJeaoe in him was worthless now I Even though he abouM 
;:^ire she could not change again. 
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^ Alic^’* lie said agaia. then, as abw]j she looked up at liim, 
he asked her for her liatid. You may. ^ivc it me/* lie said, 

aa to an old friend/* She put her hand m his hand, and tlieiii 
Wiihd raving it, felt that she must tie?er truat herself to do so again* 

Alice/' he continued, 1 do not exMct jou to lay muoh to me ; 
but there is a aucstioa or two which 1 think jou wUl answer. Iks a 
dajr been fixed tor this marriage t ** 

No/* she said. 

" Will it be in a month P ** 

** Uli, no i —not for a ^cur,** she replied liurriedljrand he knew at 
once hj her voice that she already dreaded this new wodlook. Wliat* 
ever of auger ho might before have felt for her was banished. 6lie )iad 
brought herself by Tier iJl-judgment-—by her igaorapee, as she had oon* 
fosaca—to a sad pass; but ho believed th^t she was stiD worthy 
of his love.. 

And now one more question, Alice;—but if you are silent, I will 
not ask it again. Can you tell mo why you have again accepted 
your cousin’s offer P ” 

Because—sho said verr quiokly, looking up as though she 
were about to speak with all her old courage. **But you would 
never understand mo/* she siud—'^aod there can lie no reason 
why I should dare' to hope that you should ever think well of me 
again/’ 

lie knew that there was no love—no love for that man to whom 
sho hod olcdged her baud. He did not know, ou the other hand, 
how strong, now unchanged, bow true was hor love for Inniself. 
Indeed of himself he was thinking not at all. Ue desired to learn 
whether she would salTeu; if by any sebemu lie might succeed in 
breaking off this marriage. When bo had asked her whctlier she 
was to he married at once, she had slmddcred at the thought. 
When he lud asked her why she had accepted her cousin, slio had 
faltered, and hinted at some e&cuso which he might fail to un¬ 
derstand. Had she loved George Vavasor, he could have understood 
that well enough* 

Alice/’ be said, speaking still very;4i^wly, nothing has ever yet 
been done which ne^ to a eeriainty separate von and me. 1 am a per- 
siatent man^, and 1 do not even yet up all hope. A year ia a long 
time. As you say yourself, 1 do not as yet quite \uulerBtand you. But, 
Alice—ana 1 tlunk that too position in which we stood a few months 
since juatifles me in saying so without offence—X love yon now as well 
as ever^ and tocnld toings change with you, I cannot tell yon with how 
muto joy and e^emess 1 should take you back to my bMom. Uy 
heart is yours now os it has been since I ww you.” 

Then be again just touched her hand, and left her before she had been 
able to answer a word. 
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CHAPTER XlXVn. 

MA. TOlTBl’l ADTIOl. 

AUCE Bat alone for on iioor without moving when Jolm Grey Lad 
left her, and the last worda which ho liad uttered were Bounding in 
lior cars all the timOt ** My heart is atill yours, as it Los been ainca 
1 knew you.*’ There had been something in hb words which ))ttd 
Bootiiod her apirils. and had, for tho monicut, almost comforted her. 
At any rate, he did not despise iier. He could not havo snoken 
Bucii words as tlicse to her had he not atiil liold her high in his os* 
teem. Nay ;~had lie not even declared that he would yet take her 
as liis own if she would come t<f lum f ** i cannot tell you witli how 
much joy 1 would take you back to my bosom I** All! that might 
nCTor bo. But yet tho assnraucc had bceu sweet to her—danger* 
cusly sweet, as she soon told herself. Bbc knew that she had Toat 
lier 'Edeu, but it was soroetbiiig to her that tho master of the gar¬ 
den Imd not himself driven her forth. She sat there, thiuking nf 
iicr futo, us though Jt belonged to some other one—not to liunulf; 
as though it wove n tulc that she lied read. Herself slio bad 
siiipwrc^kod uttogrtlirr; hut though she might aink, she hud not 
•bcTii thrust from the ship by hands which she loved. 

But would it not have been better that he should have scorned her 
and reviled herP Had ho been ablo to do so. he at least would 
luivo cscQi»cd the grief of disap|)oiuted love. Bad he learned lo 
despise her, bo would have ceased to regret her. She hod no 
right to feel consolation in the fact that Ins sufferings wore equal 
to her own. But when she thought of this, abo told herself 
that it could not be that it was so. Ue was a man, abo aaid, 
not passionate by nature. Alas I it was the mistake she bad ever 
made when summing up the items of his chamclerl Ho nii^t 
be persistent, she in still striving to do tliat upon whudi 

lie had once resolved. He bad said so, and that which he said 
was always true to the letter. But, uevertheless, when tbb 
thing which he still chose to pursne should have put ab¬ 

solutely beyoml his reach, he would not allow his calm bosom to be 
harassed by a vain regret. Ho was man too whole at every 

E oint —BO Alice told bcraelf—to allow his happiness to be mar^ 
y such an accident. 

But must the accident ocenrf Was there no chance that be 
might be saved, even from such trouble as midit follow upon such 
a loss t Cquld it not be possible that he might gratified—aineu 
it would gratify him—and iliat she might be saved ? Over and over 
again alie considered this—but always as though it were another woman 
u^om ahe would fain sure, and not herself. 

But she knew that her own &de was fixed. She had been mad when 
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abo bod done the thiug, hut the (limg was not on that account the leoa 
done. Bbe had been mad when ibe hod trusted hemetf abniod with two 
pereoDB, both of whom, as she had well knowiu were intent on wn^nclting 
ner happiness from out of her gnsp. Bbe baa been mod w hen nbe had 
told herself whilst walking oTor tbe Westmovoiand fells, tbnt after nil 
she might os well many her cousin, since thst.otlier marriage was t.1jcu 
beyond her reach t Her two cousins had succeeded in blighting oil the 
hopes of her life ;~bi]t what could she now think of hersmf in that she 
had been so weak as to submit to such usage from thtir hauds F Alns! 
—she told herself, admitting in her misery all her weakness-—oUa ! ilio 
bad had no mother. She bad gloried in her independence, and this liad 
come of it \ She had scorned the prudence of Lady McLeod, and hor 
scorn Usd brought her to tbb pass I 

Wus she to give herself b^y^body mul sctul, as she said aloud 
in her solitary agony*—to a man whom she‘did not loveF Must, she 
submit to bis caresses—lie on bis bosom—turn borsolf warmly to his 
kisses F' she said, —speaking audibly, as sbv walked 

about the room; *'nO;—it was not in my wgaiu; 1 never meant it/’ 
But if so what hod she meant F—what bad been her dream P Of 
wiml marriage had she tbou^t, when she was writiog that lolUr 
back to George Vavasor F How nm I to analyse her mind, mul 
make her thoughts nnd feelings intellimble to those who may enre to 
trouble themselves with the study F Any sacrUioo she would make 
for Iter cousin which one friend could make for another. She would 
light bis battles with her money, with her words, with her symputby. 
Slic wodld sit with him if ho needed it, and s]icak eomh^rt to him 
by the hour. liia disgrace should bo her disgraocbis glory her 
glory;—his pnnnits kcr«pursuits. Wos not that the marringo to 
which she had consented r But ho bad come to her and askod her 
for a kiss, and slio had shuddered beforo him, when lie mode tko de¬ 
mand. Tlien that other one bad come and bad touched her liund, and 
tbo fibres of her body bad seemed to melt within her at ibo touch, 
10 that she could have fallen at Ids feet. 

Site had done very wrong. Bbe kuew that she Imd done wrong* 
She knew that sho had s^ed with that sin which specially dis¬ 
graces a woman. She bod said tbaf she would become tho wife 
of. a man to whom sbe could not cleave with a wife's lovb; and, 
mod with a vile ambition, she had givtn up the man for wIioho 
modest love her heart was longing, ohe baa thrown off from her 
that wondrous aroma of nrecioiis delicacy, which is tho greatest 
treasure of womanhood. She Lad mnned against her sex; and, in an 
agony of despair, as she crouched down upon tlie floor with her 
bead against her chair, she told herself that there was no pardon 
for her. She understood it now, and knew that ibo could not forgive 
hcmlf 

But can you forgive her, delicate reader F Or am I asking the, 
question too esriy in my story F fur myself, 1 have furgivea bor. The 
story of the strurae baa been present to my mind for many years—and 
X have lened to ttdjafc that eves thin oflbnce against womanhood may, 
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with deep repeatoncc^ be forgiven. And ;;oa eleo most fornve her be 
fore we close the book, or clso mj storj will hftve been told amiss. 

But let us own tliat she hud sinued^almost damnably, almost post 
forgiveness. 'Whul !-^th!hk that she knew what love meant, and not 
know which of two site loved ! What l--doubt of two men for whose 
arms she longed, of which the kisses would be sweet to bear I on 
wliicli side lay the mod6stj of her maiden love! Faugh t She Imd 
submitted to pollution of heart and feeling before she bad brought 
licrself to such a pass as this. Comc,~let us see if it be possible tluit 
she mav be cleansed bv tin*, fire of her sorrow. 

Wind um I to do r She passed that whole daj in askit^ herself 
that qiKtstion. She was Ucrscti astounded at the rapidity with which 
the oouviciion had forced itself upon her that a tnarrhi^ with her cousin 
would be to lior almost impossible; and could she permit it to be said 
of ]icr tliat she had tbriccdu tier career jilted a promised 6ultor*-that 
three times alie would go back from her word wause her fancy bad 
changed Where could she find the coun^ to tell her father, to 
lull Kale, to tell even George himself, that licr purpose was again ab 
terod P But she had a ytdr at her disposal. If only duriug that vear 
lie woulil take licr money aud s<juaiidcr it, and then require notuuig 
further of her bauds, might she not thus &Mcapo the doom before her P 
Migiit it not lie possible that tlio rufiuud should this time oome from him P 
But ^ho succeeded iu making one ntsolrc. She thought ot least that 
she succeeded. Come what come might, she would nc?cr sUind with 
him at the altar. While there was a cliff from which she might full, 
water that would corcr her, a dcuth-dcatiug jp^aiu tliat might be mixed 
ill her cu]i, she could not submit herself to be Geor^ Vuvosor^B wifo. 
To no ear could she tell of this resolve. To no fris^ could she bint 
her purpose. She owed her money to the man after what had passed 
between them, it w'as liis right to count upon such assistance os that 
would give him, and he slioulu hare it. Only as his betrotlicd she could 
give it him, for she understood well that if there were any breach be* 
Iwcun them, his accepting of such aid would be impossible. He ahonld 
have her money, and then, when the day came, some escape should be 
found. 

In the afternoon her father 6tone to her, and it may bo as well to ex- 

J ilain that Mr. Grey liad seen him again that day. Mr. Grey, when bo 
ea Queen Anno Street, hod gone to bis lawyer, and from ihenco had 
made his way to Mr. Vufasor. It was between five and six when Mi. 
Vavasor came back to Lis house, and be then found his daughter sitting 
over tlm drawiuc*room lire, without lights, in the gloom of the evening. 
Mr. Vavasor haa returned with Grey to the lawyer's chambers, and had 
from thence come direct to bis own bouse. He had been startl^ at 
the precision with wliieh oil the circumstances of his daughter's position 
had been explained to a mild-eyed old gentleman, with a paid bead, who 
carried on his bnsiuess In a narrow, ^ark, clean street, behind Do^ 
tor's Commons. Mr. Tombe wu his name. *'No/^ Mr. Grey 
said, when Mr. Vavasor bad asked u to the peculiar nature or Mr. 
Toiube’s buuaess ; be is not ^dally an ecciciiiaatknl lawyer, b 



MB. TOMBB’I ADTICB. 


Ui 

bftd t pftrtaer &t and was alnjs employed by my father^ 
and by moat of the clergy there! ^ Mr. Tombe bad evinced uo 
eurpriee, no diem ay, and cert^y no mock delicaeyi when the whole 
athiir waa tmder diaonseion. Gco^ Vavaaor was to get present 
money a, but^if it could he ao anauged—from John Grej^s stores 
rather than from those belongmg to Alice. Mr. Tombe oould pro* 
bably arrange that wiUi Mr. Vavasor^a lawyer, who would no doubt 
be able to make difioulty ae to TniBing ready money. Mi. Tombo would 
be able to roiac rc^y money without oiSculty. then, at last, George 
Vavasor waa to be made to surrender bis bride, taking or hnviug taken tlie 
price of Ills bargain. John Vavasor sat by in silciiee as the arrange¬ 
ment was being made, not knowing how to'apeak. He had no 
money with which to give assistance. ** I wish you to understand 
from tlio lody^a father,’* Grey said to the lawyer, Uiat tho marriage 
would be regarded by him with as much dismay as by myself.” 

** Certainly it ^yould bo rniuous,” Mr. Vavasor usd answnred. 

** And you see, Mr. Tombe,” Mr. Grey went on, ”we only wisli to 
try tlie man. If he be not such as we tmlieve lilni to be, he can prove 
it by his conduct. If be is worthy of her. So can tlion take her.” 

”You merely wish to open her eyes, Mr. Grey,” said tho mild- 
eyed lawyer. 

” I wish that he should have what money ho wants, and then we shall 
find what it is bo reiJly wishes.” 

” Yes; wo shall know our man/’ smd the lawyer. ” He shall have 
^hc money, Mr. Grey,” and so the interview lisd been coded. 

^ Mr. Vavasor, when he entered t)icdrawing*room, addressed liis daugh- 
tdh in a cheery voice. ” What 1 all in the oaik P ” 

” Yes, papa. Why should 1 have candles when 1 am doing nothing f 
1 did not expect you.” 

”No; I suppose not. I came hero because I want to say a few 
words to you aoout business,” 

”‘What buisuossi papa P ” Alice well understood the touc of her 
father’s Toioo. He was de^us of propitiating her; but was at the 
same time desirous of corryiiu some point in which ho thought it pro* 
bable that she would oppose mm. 

” Well, my love, if T nnderstood yfld rightly, your cousin Georgo 
wants some money.” 

” 1 did not say that he wants it now; but I think he will want it bo 
the time for the election comes.” 

”If so, he will want it at <mcc. He has not asked von for 
H yetP” 

” No; he has merely said th^ should he be in need he would take 
me at roy word.” 

” 1 think there is no doubt that he wants it. Indeed, I believe that 
be is almost without present means of bis own.” 

” 1 etn hardly think so; bSt 1 have no knowledge about it. X 
m]j say that he hu not asked me ytt, and that I would wish to oblige 
hinr whenever he may do so.” 

To what extent} Alieef ” 
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** I don’t know what 1 hare. I get about four hundred a fear, but 
I do not know what it is worthy or how far it can aQ be turned into 
monej* 1 should wish to keep a hundred a ;ear, and let iiiox hare the 
rest.’’ 

** WhkkI eight thousand pounds f ” said the who in spite of 

his wish not to oppose Uer» could not but eipress his dismaf. 

I do not imngme timt he will want so much; bat if he shonldi 1 
wish that ho should hare it’* 

** Henven nud earth! ” said John Vavasor. Of course we should 
have to give up tbo house.’* He could not suppress lus trouble^ 
or refraiu from buiating out in agon; et prospect of such a 
loss. 

** ]hit he has asked me for nothing jci, papa.” 

uxacllj; and perhaps he maj not; but I wish to know whut 
to do when the demand is hiadc. I am not going to oppose jou now; 
your inonry is your own, and you have a right to uo with it as you 
please 5 —but would you gratify me in one thing r *’ 

” Whut is it, papa?” 

** When he does apply, let the amount bo raised through mo P ” 

•* How through you P ” 

** Come to luc, I mean, so that I may see the lawyer^ and have 
the arnmgcinonU nmde.” Then ho explanicd to her that in dealing 
with large sums of money, it could not bo right that she should do 
so without liis knowledge, even though the properly was her omu 

1 will pronusc you tliat 1 will not oppose your wishes/* he said. 
Tlicu Alice undertook that wlien such case saoulrl arise thc^ money 
should be raised through bis moans. 

The day bat one following this she received si letter from Lady Rlen* 
cora, uho >vus still at Matching Priory. It was a light-spirited, 
clmtiy, amusing letter, intended to he happy iu its toue^iutcuded 
to buVe a flavour of happiness, but just Ming tlirough the too ap- 
parent meaning of a word hero and there. ” You will sac that I 
am ot Matching/* the letter said, ” whereas you will remember 
that I was to have been at Monkshadc. I escaped at Iibt by a 
vioh iit effort, and am now p|saing my timo inuocentlv—-I fear not 
so profitably ns she would lUQUOo me to do—with Ipby Falliser. 
You remember ^hy. She is a go^ creature, and would bia tom 
even me to prout, if it were possible. I own that 1 am tbink^ 
of them all nt Moukshadc, ana am in truth delighted that I am 
not there. My absence is entirely laid upon your shoulders. That 
w'ickod cvemng amidst the ruins! Poor ruinst I go there olone 
sometimes ana funcy that 1 hear such voioes from the walls, and 
awe such faces through the broken windows I' AJl the old PolUseis 
come and frown at me, and tell me that I am not go^ enoi^ 
to belong to them. Tlicro is a particular window to w^ioh Sir 
Quy comes and makes faces at mo. 1 told Ipby the other 
and she answered me very gravely, that 1 might, it 1 chose, make 
myself good enough for the Philip. £v€n for the Follisen I 
that iMutifOl ? ^ 
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31hu Ltd; Gleucora trent cm to Bky, that lier htubaud 
tended to come np to Londou early in the lesBion, and that eho 
would acoompiny him. That is/ Mded Lady GleuMra> ** I am 
•till good eno^h toi the Falliaert at that timo.*' 



CHAPTER XXXVm 

TUB 1K3C IT BHAP* 

« 

Wnra Oeorgo Vavasor left Mr. Beruby’e plEoe—the attentive reader 
will remember t)iat ho did ctdl upon Mr. 8cruby» the parliainetilary Inw- 
jefi and tlicre recognised tlie necessitj of putting hiTnsolf in possession 
of a BUiali sum of money with oa little delay &e possible — when lie left 
tho attorney’s office, uo was well aware lliai the work to be done 
was still bef^ him. And ho knew also that the job to be undertaken 
WHS a very dieagreeable job. He did uot like tho (ask of burrowing 
his cousin Alioel money. 

We all of us kuow that swindlors and rc^xes do ron diiiy tricks, 
and wc arc apt to picture to ourselves a certain amount of gusto and do* 
light on tlio part ot the swindlers in tlie doing of them. In this, I tliiuk 
wc arc wrong. The poor, broken, scnu-geutecl lK:ggur, who botiowa half 
sovercigna apiece from all his old acquaintances, knowing that they know 
that he will never repay them, suffers a separate little agony with each 
petition tliat he makes. He does not enjoy pleasant sailing m this jounicv 
which he is making. To lie refused is pHinful to liim. To get lib half* 
sovereign with scorn Is paiDful. To get it with oppsrcht cuuftdcoco in 
hb honour b almost more painful. **X>— it” be soys to bimsclf on 
such rare ocoosions, ** 1 wm \my that fellow; ” and yet, os he says it, 
he knows that he never will pay even that fellow. It is a coicforLlcss, 
nnsatbfying tradci that of living upon other people’s money. 

How was George Vavasor to make hb first stqi towards getting bis 
band into his oousui’s puree f He had gone to her asking for her lore, 
and she had shuddered wboi he asked her. Tlu\t had been the com- 
meneoment of their life under their new engagement. JJo knew very 
w4l that the money would be forthcoming wheii he dcomnded it,—but 
under their preseni joint ciroiimiteBces, now was ho to make the Ac- 
maml ? If be wrote to her, ehould be simply ask for money, and make 
no allusion to hb love f If he west to her in person, ihoald ho mako 
hb vbit a mere vimt of btisimse,^aa he might call oa his bunker P 

He resolved at hwt that Kate should do the work for him. Indeed, 
he bad fott all along that it would be well that Ki^ should act as am* 
bassador between turn and Alice fo money matters, as aim bad long done 
in other things. He could talk to Kate at he could not talk to Alice i 
^HUid Ihen^ between the women, those hard money ucccsmUcs woubi 
be softenod doute by a romantic phraseology which ne would not him* 
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self know how to nse with anj effect. lie made np his mlud to see 
Kate, and with tliis tiow ho went down to Westmoreland; and took 
himself to a small wayside inn at Shap amon^ the fells, wliich had been 
known to him of old. He gave his ah^r notice that he would be tliere, 
and begged her to come over to him aa early as she might find it pos¬ 
sible on tlie morning after hie arrival. He himself reached the place late 
in the cTcniug by liitiu from LondotL There is a station at Shap, by 
wliioh the railway company no doubt conceives that it has conferred on 
that somewhat rough and remote locality all the advantages of a rebned 
civilisation; but Idoabt whether tbe Slmppib^ have been thankful for 
itic favour. The landlord at tlic hin, for one, is not thankful. Shop 
hud been a place owing all such life as it Lad possessed to coaching and 
Testing. It liad been a stage on the high roaa &om Lancaster to Car¬ 
lisle, uud though it lay high aud bleak among the fells, and was a cold, 
windy, thinly-populated place,^filling all travellers with thankfulness 
tlmt they had not becu made Shappites, nevertheless, it had bad its 
glory in its coaciiiitg aud posting, l^ve no doubt that there arc znon 
and women who look buck witu^a fond regret to the palmy days of 
Shun. 

Vavasor reached tho little inn about nine in the CTcning on a night 
that was pitchy dark, and iu a wind which made it necessary for him to 
hold his hut on to his head. " Wliai a beastly country to iivo in,’* ho 
said to himself, resolving that he would certainly sell Vavasor U^l in 
suite of utl family associations, if ever the power to do so should bo his. 

Wlmt trush it is,’* he said, ** banging on to such a place as that with¬ 
out the means of living like a gcDtleiuAn, simply because one’s anedstors 
have done so.’* And then he expresaed a doubt to himself whether all 
the world contained a more ignorant, opiuionatod, useless old man than 
hb grand father,—or, iu short, a greater fool. 

** Well, Mr. George,** said the landlord, as soon as he saw him, 
sight of you’s gnid for aair ecu. It’s o’er long since you’ve been doon 
amaug the fells.” But George did not want to converse with the inn¬ 
keeper, or to exphuu how it was that he did not visit Vavasor HalL 
The innkeeper, no doubt, knew all about it.—knew that the grandfather 
had quarrelled with bis gran^fuuii aud knew the reason why; but 
George, if he stispected such kndwled^ did not choose to refer to it» 
Bo he simply gruuied something iu r^ly, and getting himself in before 
n spark oi fire which hardly was bnmmg in a public room with a sandy 
floor, begged that the little sittit^-room up stairs mig^t bo got re^y 
for him. xhcrc he passed tlic evening in solitude, giving no encourage¬ 
ment to the landlord who, nevcrthelm, looked him m three or four 
times^till at. last Geotge said that his head ached, and that he w^d 
Widh to be alone. ” He was always one of them eankery ehids as never 
have a kiudly word for man nor ocast,** said tlie landlord. Seems aa 
though that raw slash in his faoe hod gone right throuj^ into his heari*^ 
After that George was left alone, and aat thinking whether it woidd not 
be better to ask Alice for two thousand pounds at once,^o as to save 
him from the disagreeable neoewty of a second borrowing before their 
mairiage. He was very uneasy in his mind. He had fliMerod*biBisdf 
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throttrt it tU that hit cotum had htti him. He liad felt sere that euck 
was the case vhile thej were together in Switzerland* When she had 
determined toj^Te up John Grej» of ocni»c he had told himself the 
aame tiling, when had at once answered his first subsequent over* 
ture with an asaent he had ofeourao been oertain that it was so. Daric« 
seiflsb» and eren dishonest as he was, be had, ncTcrthclesSi cniojuu 

in believiug that Alice baa still 
. But his J 07 had in a moment 
been turned into gall during that interriew m Queen Anne Street. He 
Imd read the truth at a glanoe. A man must be very vain, or else tcij 
little used to such matters, who at George Vavasor’s age cannot under* 
stoud the feelings with wliich a woman receives him. When Alice con- 
Uived as she done to escape the embraoe ho was so well justified 
iu asking, he knew the whole truth. Ho gas soro at heart, and vorj 
nugrj Withal. Ho could have readily apur^ her from him, aud re* 

i 'oeteu her who had ouco rejected him. lie would have done so had not 
lis need for her money restrained him. Ho was not a man who 
could deceive himself in such mattenr He knew that this was so, and 
he told liimsolf that he was a rascal. 

Vavasor Hall was, by road, about live miles from Shap, and it 
was not altogether an easy task for Kate to get over to tlio village 
without informiug her grandfather that the visit was to bo mado, 
and wliat was its purp^. She could, indeed, walk, the walk 
would not be so long as that she bad taken with Alice to Swindale 
Fc]l;-^but walkiijg to an inn ou a higb litA is not the same thing 
as walking to a j^int m a hill side over a lake. Had sbo been 
dirty, drunled, and wet through on Swiudalc Fell, it would 
have sioipTv been mAtcr for mirth; but her brother she know 
would not nave liked to see her entor tht X^owther Arms at Shap 
in such A couditiozL It tborofore became ucoessary that she should 
ask her grandfather to lend her the jaunting car. 

''Wlien do you want to goP^' be a^ed sharply; In such ostab* 
lisiuneDis as that at Vavasor Hall the family horse is generally used 
for double duties. Though he draws the laay of the house one day. 
be is not too proud to draw maupro on the next. And it wul 
always be found that the master of the house pves a great prefer 
euce to the manure over the lady. The Squire at vavasor baa 
come to do so to inch an extent mt be regarded any application 
for the animal^s services as an enoroaohment* 

*^Only to Shap, grandpapa.** 

, **To Shap! wLid on earth oan take yon to Shapf There arc no 
shopa at Shap.** ^ 

w)i gmng to do shopping j I iroat to see some mie there.** 

** Whom oan you want to see at Shap P *' 

Hhtn tt occurred to Kate, on the spur of the moment, that she might 
as well tell her gran df at he r the Cset ** brother has come down/* 
she siud, **andii at the inn there. 1 had not intended to tell yoo^ as I did 
not wish to mention his name till yon bad consented to receive him here.** 
** And he expeota to come bm now ;«-doos be P ** said tbo Squire. 


somcthiug of a lover’s true pleasure 
loved him llirough all their n^chances 
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** oil uO| Sir. I think ho has no cxpeci^alioQ of the kmrf. He hti 
come down eirnplv to sec me ;^4buut biisiuess, I belicfe.*’ 

Business! wliat budiucsi f 1 topposo be wants to get fov mose/ 
from you F" 

** I ihicik it is with rcforouce to lib marrioge. I think he wants me 
to use nij iulluonce with Aliee that it ma^ not bo delayed.** 

''Look here, Kate; if ever you lend bim your money« or any of it,^ 
tlmt is of llto ])rincipah I mean«—I will never speak to liim again under 
fuiy ciroiiniatunce. And more than that 1 Jjook herOi Kate. In spito 
of all tliuf: lioa past and gone, the property will become hb for hb life 
when 1 die,^unless f olmnge my will. If he gets vour money from you, 
1 will change it, aud he shall not be a sliilling riooet at my death than 
he is now. Yon can have the horse to go to Shap/’ 

IVhat unlucky chnnoc Imd it been which bad put this idea into the 
old Squiro’s liead on Ihb ospocial mombig f Kate had resolved tlmt 
ahu would entreat her bnithcr to make use of her little foriuno. Hhe 
feared that he wus now oomins with some reference to )ib oousin's 
money,—that sometliiug was to Wdoue to enable him to avail himself 
of his cousin’s oiTcr; uud Kale, almost blushing iu the solitude of her 
chamber at the thought, was deleniiincd that her brother roust be saved 
from such tempUtiou. She knew that money was necessary to him. 
8 iiu knew that ho could tiut itaod a second coutest without assbtonce. 
With all thoir oonfldonocs, be liad never told her much of bis poouniary 
circums^auocs iu the world, but she wss almost sure that be was a poor 
iimn. lie had 6;ud os much as that to her, cmd in hb letter duiirinff her 
to come to him at Simp, he Imd inserted a word or two purposely iu* 
tended to prep^ire her mind for moneUrj considerations. 

As she was jogged along over the rough roadto Shop, she made up 
her niiud that Auut Grcouow would be Uro proper person to defray the 
expense of tlic ooming eleoUon. To give Kate her due she would have 
given up every shilling of her cwd moooy without a moment’s hesita* 
tion or any foGling that her brother would bo wrong to ^ept it. Nor 
would slie, (vi'lmps, have been unalterably opposed to hb taking Alice’s 
moucT had Alice simply been his 'oousiu. She felt that as Vavasors they 
were Dound to stand by the futuus head of the family in an attempt 
which was to bo made, as sbs fell, for the nnersl Vavasor interest. 
But she could not endure to think that her brother should tako the 
money of the girl whom he was engaged to marry. Aunt Qroeuow’s 
money she thought was fair game. Aunt Groenow hersdf had made 
various li))end om;rs to herself which Kale had deolbed, not caring to 
be under pecuniary obligations even to Aunt Orecnow without neces • 
sity,^ but she felt tnat for such a purpose as her brother’s contest shy 
need uot hesitate to ask for ossistanoe, and she thought also that soeh 
assistance would bo forthcoming. 

"Ormidpapa knows that you arc here, George,” said Kate, when 
thoir first greeting was over. 

"The deuce he does t tod why did yon tell him t *’ 

” 1 could not get the oar to come iu without letting him know why I 
wanted it*” 
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** Wliat nonseoie! at if 70 a couldo’t bare mode anj cxouso 1 1 vaa 
particularly aniiouj that be ibould not ncu that I ah) licro/' 

1 don^l eee that it can make any dinbroncoi Geor^^." 

T ace tUat it can,—a Tory ^rcat difference. U may prevent my 
ever bSng able to get near him again before he dies* What did he say 
about my coming 

He didnH aay mneh.** 

** He mode no offer oa to my going Uiere f 

« No/’ 

I should not have gone if he had. I don’t knoar now that I ever 
iluitl go. To be there to do any go^,-^ao as to make liim alter hU 
will, and leave me in the position which I have a rig lit to expect , would 
take more time than the whole property is worth. And he would cu* 
deavonr to tie mo duwn iu some way I could pot stand ;-^por}(apa aak 
me to give up mrnotion offing into parliament/’ 

** Ue might aiK you, but he would not' make it ground for another 
quarrel, if you refused.” 

” He is so unreasonable and iguoiw&t that I am better away from 
him. Bull Kate, you have not congratulated me on my matrmonial 
prospects/’ 

” indeed did, Geor^ when I wrote to you/’ 

^’Did you? well; 1 had forgoitui. I don’t know iliat any very 
atronff congratulatoir tone is neccssory. As thlugs go, perhaps it 
may bo as well fur all of usi and that’s about the best tm can be said 
for ii.’: . 

« Oh, Gcor«! ” I, 

Tou see Fm not romantic, Kate, as you are. Half a doseu obildren 
with a small iuoomo do not geuerelly present tbemscivei as being dS" 
“ sirable to men who wish to push their way in the world.” 

kuow you have alwm longed to make her your wife.” 

"I don’t know ai^thlng oi the kind. You have always been under a 
match-making halluoinatiou on tint poiut. But iu this case you have 
been so far successful, and are entitled to your triumph.” 

1 don’t want any triumph $ you ought to know toat.” 

’’But I’ll toll you what I no want^Kate. I want sonic mon^/’ 
Then he paused, but as she did not answer immediately, he was obli^d 
to go on speaking. ” I’m not it all sure that X havo not been wrong 
ill making tills attempt fo gSYinto parliament,—4bat I’m not strugglmg 
to pick fruit which is above my reach/’ 

Don't aay that, Georae.” 

” Ah, but I can’t help feeling it X need hardly tell you that I am 
ready to risk anything of my own. If 1 know myself I would toss up 
tomorrow, or for the matm of that to-day, betweeu ilie gallows aud a 
Mit in the House. But I cannot go on with this ooutest by risking 
is mieiy my own. Honey, tor immediate use, I have none left, 
smd my neck, though I wen ever so willing to risk it. U of no ss^m.” 

’’ Whatever 1 have can be yours to-iaomw,” said Kate in a hesitating 
TOSCO, which too pUioly pronounced her misery as she made the offer* 
•She could not relrito licrielf making it Though her graad f s th e r ’O 
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threki was rioging in her ears,—^tbougli ahe knev tiud; she might bo 
ruining lior brother by propmiag bucIi a loan, she bad no alternative. 
•Whonl ler l)rotlicr lol<i lictr of his want of money, she could not abatniu 
from ioudoriJig to him the use of what was her own. 

No,” said bn. I shall not take your money.” 

'’You would uot scruple if you knew how welcome you arc. * 

"At any rutc, I sltull not luketi. 1 shodd not tluoK it ri^ht. All 
that you have would only just sulBce for niy present wants, and 1 should 
lint (il)oosc to make you a beggar. There would* moreover, be a diH- 
i^ulty about readjusting the payment.” 

" Theu'o would be no dURonlty, because no one noed bo consulted but 
us two,” 

” 1 should uni think it riglit, aod therefore let lltcrc be an end of it,” 
Kuul (tcorgo in a tone of voice which had in it something of magnilo¬ 
quence. 

” ft it you wish theuf ” said Kate, who knew too well what he 
did wish. 

” I will explain to you. When Alice and I urn married, of course 
there will be a settleinont made on her, and as wc are both the grand- 
oliildron of the old Squire 1 shall propose that the Yavaapr property 
shall be hers for life lu the event of tier outliving mo.” 

" Well,” said Kate. 

"And if tiiis be done, tlicre cun be no harm in my forestalling 
some of her property, which, under the circumstaooes of such a set- 
vlemcnt, would of course become mine when we are married.” 

"But the Squire might leave ibo propeity to whom ho pleases.” 

” Wo know very well that he wouH, at any rate, leave it out of 
the family. In fact, he would only be tooegiad to consent to such 
an agreement os that 1 have proposed, because he would thereby 
rob me of all power in the matter.” 

" But tliat could not be done till yon are married.” 

"Look here, Kate;—don’t yon iwe difficuItisB.” And now, as 
he looked tU hei\ the cicature on his iaco seemed to open and 
yawu at her. "If yon mcai^ to say that you won’t help me, do say 
so, and 1 will go back to Lepdon.” 

" I would do anything in mj power to help you,—--that wus noi 
wrong! ” 

" Yes; anybody could say as much as'^fbati That is not much oi 
an offer if you are to keep to yourself the power of deciding wha*; 
is wnmg. Will you write to Alice,—or better sUlb go to her, and ex¬ 
plain that 1 want the money f ” • 

"How can 1 go to Londim now?” 

"You can do it very well, if you choose. Bat if that be too much, 
then write to her. It will come much better from you than from me; 
write to her, and explain that I must pay in advance the expenses ox 
this contest, and that 1 cannot look for succcu unless I do so. I did 
not think that the demand would come so quick on me; but they know 
that 1 am not a man of capital, and thereforo I cannot expect tliem to 
farry on the fight for uic unless they know that the money is 
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Serufaj has been bitten two or three tknos b; these mctrnpoliisn feU 
lows, and be ia dntermiDed that be will not be bitten again.’' Then he 
{Aused for Kate to apeak. 

“ George,” she loio, slowly. 

Well ” 

“ I wish would try any other scheme bui that.” 

” There is no other aohome I ‘That’s so like a woman ^-^to quarrel 
with the only plan that is pnetieable.” 

” 1 do not think that yon ought to Uko Alice’s money.” ^ 

” My dear Kate, you must bUoiI me to be the best judge of what f 
ought te do, and what I ought not to da Alice horscu undorstanda the 
matter perfMtly. She knowa that I cannot obtain this position, which ' 
is us desirable for her at it is for me ■ ■” 

”And for me ae moeh aa fur either,” said Kate, interrupting him. 

” Very well. Alice, I say, knows that I cannot do this without 
money, and lias offered the ajalManco which 1 wuit. I would rather 
that you should tell her liow much 1 want, and that 1 want it now, 
than that I should do to. That ia all. If you are half the woman tliat 
I take you to be, you will understand this well enough.” 

Kate didi. understand it well enough. She was quite awake to Die 
,^aet that bm* brother was ashamed of the thing ho was about to do,—so 
much ashamed of it that he was dcsiroot of using her Toice instead of 
bis own. “ I want jnn to write to her quite at once,” ho continued, 
” ainee you seem to think that it is not worth while to take the trouble 
of a journey to Idndon.” 

“ ^ere u no qaesUon about the trouble,” said Kate. ” I wonid walk 
to London to get the mon^ for you, if that were 

” Do yon thmk that Aliw will refuse to lend it mo F ” said be, look* 
iug into her &ce. 

” I am sore teat she would not, but I think that nu ought not to 
take it from her. There seems to me to be sometning sacred abont 
property that belongs to tee girl you are eoing to marry.” 

''If there is any thing on the earth £ hate,” said George, wolkii^ 
about the room, “It is romaooe. Ifyou^eep it for reading in your 
. bed-room, it’s ail rety well foe. those whehke it, bnt when it oomes to 
be mixed up with-one’s business it plays tee de^. If yon would only 
sift what you hare sa^^qmj^iuld see irbat nonKose it is. Alice and 
H[^tec-te- b e B HgM t n nfe ^ our intereets, and all our money, and out 
^ station in fife, whsterer it may be, are to be joint propertr. And yet 
' she is tim list peieoo in tee wwld to whom I on(^t to go nr money to 
utaptore her pwuects as wdl as my own. That’s what yon call delucmy. 

'feall it ioferiud nmuense.” 

teO yon what I’ll do, Gepm, fU atk 
to laid it to me.* 

' ;;^*'ldo^belieTeahe*dgifemeasIuljmg. Moreorer, I want it qnUo 
itefMliatdy.'and tee time taken op in ktter-wffUim and negotMturaa. 
would be nisi to me. If you won't ^ply to Alice 1 must, I went you 
to ^ me itestlier you will oblige me m this matter.” 

, .. late wau .stfil as to her answer, when there came • 

'■rv: IS 


to lend yon 
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knock at the door, and a little crumpled note trai brought up tc 
her A boT had juat como with it across the fel] from Varaaor 
llatl, tmd Kate, as soon as she saw her name on the outside, knew 
that it wu$ Irom iicr gmdfather. It was as follows 

If Qcorge wishes to oome to the Hall, let him como. If he ohooses 
to tell me llutt he regrets his ooodnet to I will see him " 

WImt is it P said Qeorgc« Then Kate put the note into her 
brother’s Inuid. 

I’ll do untiling of tho kind/* he said. **What good should I get 
hj going to the old man's bouse P ** * 

**Evrrjgood,'* said Kate. “If jou dem’t go now }cu nerer can do 


“ Never till it's n\j own/* said Georgoi 

“Ifjou show liim that jou are determined to be at variinoe with 
nim it will never be jour own;—unless, indeed, it should some day 
como to you as pari of Alice’s fortune. Think of it, Georgej you 
u oiild not like to roooive every tiling from her.” 

Ho walked about the room, muttering maledictions between his teeth, 
uud bftlaneing, os best he was able at such a nioment, his pi^ against 
his profit. “You liaven’t answered my ouestion,** said ho. “ If X go 
to tue Hall, will you write to Alice f “ 

“ No, George; I cannot write to Alice asking her for the money 
“ You won^ P 

“ 1 could not bring myself to do it’* 

“ Then, Kate, you and iny graodlather may work together fpt the 
future. You may get him to leave you the place if you have idiill 
enough.*’ 

“ That is as undeserved a remroacb as any ^man ever enooontered,** 
said Kate, standing her groond b<ridly before him. “ If you have eiUier 
heart or oouicicnce you will feel that it is so/* 

“I’m uot much troubled with either one or the other, I &ney. 
Things arc being brought to such a pais with that I am betUr 
without them.** ^ 

“ WiH you take my monqr,'Oeoig^c, just for the present P ** 

“ No. 1 haven’t much oommience; but I have a little left.'* 
you let me write to Mra. Gitenow P ’* 

“I have not the slightest oligecUoni but it. will bo no use what¬ 
soever.” -- 

“ 1 will do so, at^y rate. And now wQt;you come to the HsQ ?*' 

“ To beg that old fbol’s pardon P No: I won’t In the mood I am 
in at present I couldn’t do H. I shoula only aagar him wono than 
XcU him that I’ve business which calls me back to Lon^ at 


“ It is a thousand pities.*' 

“ It can’t be helped.** 

“It may make so gfeot adifference to you for your whole life!** urged 
Sate. 

“I'll tell you what I’U do/* said Geoiwe. *’I'il go to Vavasor and 
put up with the old 8quire*i iuaolsnee, ti you^Q make this aptditttioi) 
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for nn to Alioe.” 1 wonder wbeihor il ocenrred U> lllm that hit sister 
desired his presence at the BallsoUy on bis own bcdmlf. The same 
idea certainly did not oeeor to Kate. She hesitated, fcoluig that she 
woold alioost ^ onythiaff to aoUore • reeonciUaUon b^wocn Uu 
gmodiathcr and her Imithcr. 

"But ycm'll let me write to Aunt Greenow Snt,” said she. "It 
will take only two days,—Kir the most three F" 

To this (jMrge eonsei^ed u tboo^ he were yielding e great deal, 
and Kate, with a sore conecicoee, wuh a foQ knowlcd^ that she was 
undertaking to do wrong, promiaed that ahe would apply to Alice for 
her money, if sufloient fonda ehoold not be for^ooming from Mrs. 
Oreenow. Thereupon, George graoionsty consontod to proceed to 
liis bed-room, aud put togetho hu clothes with a vIdW to his visit to 
the Hid| . . 

"I thank Frovidenoet Kate, that eiicumslanees inako it inipos- 
sibio for me to stev above two daya. 1 have not liuon to lut me 
kmger." 

‘°We^ mauge that for yon at the IBUl." 

" Indeed, you won't do anything the kiniL And look. Kate, when 
X make Uiat enoasA d<m't you oiTer (o do so. 1 will stay there over to¬ 
morrow night, and shell go into Kendal early, n u to oatoh the 
exptese tram up on Thursday momiug. l>(m't you throw me over by 
aiir ooonter propoeition." » 

Ihen they stilted tewetber in the oer, and very few words were said 
till thnwresched the oln lodge which stood nt the entrance to the place. 
"^Mr. George) be tbst you P ” said the old woman who oame out to 
swing back for th^ the broken gate. " A sight of you is good 
stir eeo." It was the aafte woloome that the itm-keeper bad given him, 
and equally sinoen. George had never made hlmeetf popular about ^e 
plao& out M wu ^ heir. 

"1 smipose you bad better go into the drawing-room," aaid Kato, 
" while Igo to my graadfather. Ion won’t find a Bre there." • 

" Manage it how yon please; but don't koq> me in the cold very Umg, 
Heavoos 1 what a country house I The middle of lannary, and no Stoi 
intheroomAi" •* 

" And remember, George, when yen see him you must aay that yon 
regret that you ever hi"*i that yon ere here, don't let 


reiy prohi^ that .there <140 be," Jill George, 
le neve toe old horse to take me faeto to 


ft toe dottr, w 1 toim't bine to go iato toe n 
ottt * lilies** ^ 

T^ old men wae staadiaff M toe Sail et^ itoen toe < 

aa thnngk to watoame hk graadamL He pitt OSC h>S haw 
lute downl^ stopsk keeping ms eye ell the tone on George’s 
" So yoo’ve oomeba^" iM 8qu 
"Yea, Krj—I've eome bade, 
panbl^’ 


[only 
are u. 
with- 


the pfoil^el loa in the 


18 ^ 


ere eo. 
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^ Prettj well fbt Sir. Vm sorry there has baaa any quarrel, 
and all that, you know/* 

*'Go in,” said the Sqmre» very ao^y. “Go in. To expect 
thing gracious from you would do to expect petfla from twine. QO 
in/* 

Geoi^e went iu, shru^iiug hit thoulders at Ida eyes met hit aister^a. 
It was m this faahioa that the reconciliation took place between Squire 
Varaaor and hit heir. 


OHAPTER XXm. 
lA. CEuaacRi’a soanmirt. 

Aa the winter wore itself away» Mr. Choesaci^ happy at he was amidst 
the sports of Norfolk, and nrosp^os as he might be with the Augean 
apoils of Oileraead, frettea bimaeif with an intense anxiety to bring to 
a close tbat affair wlucb he had on his hands with the widow Orecnow, 
There were two special dangers which dialarbed him. She would gire 
horaolf and all hgr money to that adventuror. Oilfield j or else she would 
spend her own money so fast before he got hold upon % that the prUe 
would be greatly damog^i. “Tm —^ if she hasn’t tmo and.s^^ up a 
carriage! ” be said to himself one day, aa standing on the paTement of 
Tombiandy in Norwich, he saw Mn. Greenow issue forth from the 
Close in a private broughami aocompanied d>y one of the Fairstaira 
girls. “Sbe^a been and set np her carriage aa lure as my name*8 
Ghecsacrel** 

Whatever reason he might have to fear the former danger, we may 
declare that he had none whatever as to the latter. Mrs. Orwow lumw 


should she not keep a voutw servant, and call him a page, if it gave her 
any comfort to do so r ITMr. Chceaaore had abo uown that the bad 
le^ the Fairstaira &mily fifty podndsSo 

difficulty which Joe Imd encountered irith tlm Nuwich tradespcoi^, he 
would have been beside himself with dismi^. He demred to obtm the 
prige unmutilatedi^-^in ah its fair proport&na. Any such clipping he 

But he feared more'than he feared the hibwham. ^at aO 

is inir in love and war was no doubt, at this period. Captain BclIM^a 
maxim, and we can only trust that he found in it soma consolation, or ease 
to Ids Gonsoienee, in regard to the monstrous lies which he told his friend. 
In war, no doubt, all itrat^ms are fair. The oue general is quite 
justified in making the other believe he is frr to the right, when in mth 

le« 4 \ ^ assijai A a a ^ lae « • 


lau caimcai’B sotmmrr. 


*77 

pedMtal for Ur derer 4aceit, and crowned with laorels because of his 
lie. If B^Qdd could oulj be soooeeefol, and aobiere for himself the 
master; orer those fort; thousand pounds, the world would forgiTo him* 
^and place on his brow also some not uucomfortid)Ie crown. In the 
meantime, his stntegiea were as deep, and his lies as profound as those 
of an; Keneral. 

It must not be supposed that Cheesacre ever beliered him. In the 
first place bo Imew tut Bellileld was not a man to bo belierod m an; 
wa;. Had he not been liriag on lies for the last ten ;osra P But tbun 
a man ma; lie in such a wa; as to deceive, though no one believe him. 
Mr. Cbcetacre wu kept in an agon; of doubt while CwLain Bellfield 
oooupied his lodgiun m Norwich. He feed Jeannette liberalt;. Ho 
even feed Chsriie Fairstairi|—Mias Fairstidrs I mean,—with gloves, and 
oiiiokcns from Oiletmead, to tliat bo might know whether that kite 
fluttered about his aoveoote, sad of wbst naturo were the flutteringSr 
He went even further then this, and feed the Caplsin himself, biudiog 
him down not to flutter as vslue given in return for such fees. He 
attempted even to fee the widow,—cautioning her against the fluttering, 
IS he tendered to her ou bis knees a brooch ss as a breast*plaie. 
She waved aside the breait-plaie, dccluing that the mourning'ring which 
ooutained poor OreeBow*s unal gro; lock of hair, was the last article 
from a ieweller^s shop which should ever find a place about her person. 
At the same tune sue declared that Captain fiellfleld wu nothing to 
her \ Mr. Cbeesacre need have no fears in that quarter. But then, she 
added^^tbfir wu he to have so; hope. Her wsotions were all buried 
unde^^he cmf sod. • This wu barsssing. Nevertheless, though no 
absolute saUs&otkm wu to be attained in the woobg of Mrs. tfrmow, 
there wu a pleasaatne^m the occ^stion which ought to haye rcoon* 
oiled bar suitors to their deaths;, with most ladies, when a gentleman 
hu been on his knees before one of them in the mondug, with outspedem 
protestatiems of love, with elearl; defined proffers of marriage, with a 
minute inventor; of the offerer’s world); wealth,—down even to the 

mah(^S9;-furmtured bed^han^rs, u wu the case witii Mir. 


Afte^ran hour's 


.J hoaptfsE;, 


»ei&ed she would fUj the 
off all the annoyance of dis- 


thrir. loWi. Mr« CheeaaoR, an snA lOaeamens, imdd leave the 
Closa, aweuring tinil die would be hm w^tlmnazt aaaiketw,—or, 
mgr eOe, on toe next Ssturdi;. Then, off toe Mcmda;, tidings 
mch hm that Belifleld had paased all Sands; sftenmon with ms 
lovsL—BeOfl^ to whom be had lent ftte ponds on purpose torn M 
migW be e&abM to spend that very Stmd^ with soma of toe 


878 


OAir TOQ TOUIVB EZSf 


9 

among Uiosc rich Iteaiui, at the back of h'u; farm^jard, uttering deep coreu 
ngigiutt the falsehood of man and the ilclrieneM of vomea. 

Driven to despair, be at tost resolved to ash BcUfleld to come to Oile; 
mead fur a moutli. That drilliug at Norwich, or Uto part of it which 
VMS supposed to be profiluble, waa wearing itsw out. juuds were low 
with the Cautain,—as lie did not soreple to tell his friend Obeeunej and 
he neoeptud the iuvilation. "I'll mount Ton with the barriers, old 
fellow/’ Chcesaorc had s^; and "give jou a little shooting. 0^ I 
won’t have joQ go out when I'm not wHhTou.” BcUfieldagrM. Bach 
of them midcrstoctd the nature of the Wgw; though Bellfleld, I 
ihiiil, imdsuffiewhM tho Rloarerundoratandiog in the matter. Be would 
not bo BO near tbe widow as he had been at Norwioli, but he would not 
bu less near ttion bis kind host. his host would no doubt 
wulch him closely ; but then he olio Cttild watch his host. Thera 
was a railwa; stauon not two miles from Oileyincad, and the journey 
thence into Norwich was (me of half an hour. Mr. Cbeosoors wonld 



it uot be sweet to huu if he could carry oil bis friend's prise from under 
the very caves of hU friend’s bouse F 
And Mrs. Oreenow also nndentood the arrangement. "Going to 
Oileymosd, are yeuF " she said when Captain BcUileld come to tell her 
of bis departure. Olmrlie I'aintQin was with her, so that the Captiuu 
could not utilise the moment in any spcoial way. " It's quite delightful/' 
coutinued the widow, "to see how fond you two gontlemcn tT: of 
each other." 

" 1 think ffcnilemen alwiva hke to go beat to gentlmnen'i bouies where 
there are no udics,” said Charlie Bairataira, wh&e oarew in lUh had not 
aa yet been satisfaotoiy to her. 

“ M for that," said Oilfield. " X with with all my heart that dear old 
Cheesy would get a wife. He wants a wife badly if over a man did, 
with that house full of blankets and oroedtery. Why don’t you aet 
your cap at biio, Miss FairatairaX" 

“Wbat!—at a farmer P" said'fCharlie, who srea partieplarly anxioni 
iliat her dear friend, Mrs. GieniKiw. ahonld not marry Mr. Cbeosoere, 
and who weakly thought to belittle him aoooidin^y. 

" Give him my kind love," said Mrt.ite^&.t>hsnby resenting tbe 
impotent interference. "And look G^wA Bwfeid , 'Su raow Wii- 
both dine with mo next Setunhtj. & alvsTS oonwa in (ua 
and you might as well come tooi” 

Captain&lUli 
"AndCbi 


^eld declared that ha weald only be Cn h^^. 



mother had been the deogbter of e aqura who h^ let Ida land to 
tenants, aud she was, tbmfon, justi^ by oucuBstanon in looking 
d >vn upon a farmer. 
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1!1i 6 mutter TTfls eo settled,^p^ing tbs cousccl o( Me. Oicesacrc 
sad BellQcld went out to Oiicmdid. Ho kuew ibo wsys uf tlio Ikiui^c. 
and was uot sarprued to flud iiiinsclf left alone Ibl sTicr dusk ; uor whb 
bo much surprised vbsn ho Issrat that he was aot put iutu one <if tlio 
msdiogsnr^uriMtared ebauben, but iuto a back room ionkiui^ ov<t the 
(hnn^jardi in wbioli tboro was no flre-placc. The Captfiin had aln^iidy 
cadu^ some of the eviis of porsiif^ aod could Imyo put up wilh tins 
easily had uotblog been said about it. As it was, Cheesacm brougla 
the matter (tirwnxd, aud apol(^sed| and made the thing difficult. 

You see, old follow/’ uo ssidi *Hhere are the rooms, and of cours^o 
they’re empty. But it's such a bore bauliuir out all Iho things and 

>...411 _ 4 C_. V_Ml I____ tt 
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** I shall d<ryery well/’ said liclUlold rulhcr sulkily' 

coune you'll do very trell. it's tlio wannest room in the house 
in ouo way.” w did not say in what way. * Pcrliaps the near neigh¬ 
bourhood of the stables nay hnve had a wammg cfTect 

Bellflold did not Uko it; but what it a poor mou to do under sncli 
(urcumstanoos f 8d be went up stairs aud washed his hiuids before 
dinner in.the room without a dre-plaeC| Battering liim^olf tliat ho would 
yet be even with his friend Cbeesaore. * 

They dined together not in the best humour^ and after dinner llicv 
sat down to eqjoy themselves with pipes and brandy aud water. Helf* 
Bold, boviug a taste for eventbing that wus eipcusivc, wmJd havu 
preferred cigars; but his friend put uonc U|h>ii the table. Mr. Cliecs- 
acrot^ngn be could spend his money libcndly when ooeusion required 
muons^uding, knew tiie value of dtiuicKiic economy, lie wasn’t 
going to put luroself out, as ho called il^ for ih^lllield 1 \vhai was good 
SDOOgh tor himself was^good enough for Bellficld. ” A beggar, you 
know; juat a regular beggar!” as be was hetrayed into saying to Mrs. 
Oreeuow on some occasion just at tliis period. Poor fellow, he outy 
wants money to make him almost perfect, Mrs. Grccnow had answered;--' 
and Mr. Cbeesaoie had felt that ho had mode a mistake. 

Both the men became talkative, if not good-humoured, under the 
eShoU of &e brandy and water, and ths Obtain then communicated 
2ln. Greenow’a inTtCatioa to Mr. Cheesdm.. He had had his doubts im 
to the propriety of <hMng so,'—thinking^tiiat uerimps it niigid be to ids 
advantsge to forget the message. But he reflected that be was at any 

P pPPiiPBI I^^ tfiai tha aluauM be doUvend. ” 1 had 

to gQ Im good'^m, you uow,” he said apologetically, as 

be wmbeAhia little §fiwf 

^ lAoiib aee ^ M a!h" salflOheesaere. 

'Vin^my dsaw feUoW| bow foolishly £«^as you are. If 1 were to 
be ffiMvarimt unoif21 to 1^, as yMwouw hsvo nm be, it would oulsf 
oaU attentm io the thinjt**’^ 

” Ta not a Ut jeeloot, ma&wbo ails open lus own grouud as I do 
hasn’t any ooeari<Ht to he jesfous.” 

'^1 MTb know whfit yottt owg ground has to do with it,—but wc'12 
let tbit pi«.” • 
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** I tliiak it has a great deal to do with it. If a man does intend 
to marry he ouglit to have things eomfortsblo about him: uolesi 
he wants to lire on his wife, which I look upon as about the 
meanest thing u man can do. S; George^ Vd sooner break stones than 
tlmt.*' 

This was hard for any oaptain to bear,—CTcn for Caption Beltfield} 
but be did bear it,—looking forward to rerenge. 

There's no {ileosing jou> I know/* aaid be. '^But there’s the &ct. 
I went to say good-bye to her, and she asked me to gire you that 
nirsbagc. SliuU wo go or not?” 

Clicusacrc sat for some time silent, blowing ont ht^ olonds of smoke 
while he meditated a Utile plan. *'1^11 tell von what it is, Bellllcld,” he 
said at lust. She’s nolhi^ to you, and if you won’t mlhd it, I’ll 
Mrs. Joucs shall get you anything tou like for dinner, --and, ^*nnd-*-rll 
aland you u bottle oi the S t port I 

But Captain Belllicld was not going to nut up with this. He had 
not sold himself altogether to work Sir. Cheesaore’s will. ^*No, old 
6t)oa%” said be; *'thk cook won’t fight. Bbe has aakod me to dine 
with her on Saturdar, und I mean to go. 1 don’t intend that she sliould 
think that I’m afraid of her,* or of you cithor.” 

You don’tdon’t you P ” 

** No 1 don’t,” said the Captain stonily. 

”T wish you’d pay me some of thc^ money yon owe me,** said 
Choesocrc. 

” Bo I will,—when I’ve married the widow. Ha,—ha,—ha 

Chocaoore longed to turn him out of the house. Woru to bid him go 
were, so to say, upon his tongue.^ But Uie man would only have taken 
uiinsclf to Norwioh, and wo\ud have gone w^out any embargo upon 
his suit; all their treaties would then bo at on end. ^’She knows a 
trick worth two of that,” said Cheesaere at last. 

” 1 dare say she docs; and if so, why shouldn’t 1 go end dine with 
her next Saturday P ” 

” 111 tell you why,—because you’re in my way. The douoo is in it if 
I haven’t m^o the wholo thif|g clear enou^. I’ye told yon all my 

C luas because I tbooght you my friend, and I’ve paid you well to 
I'l)) mo, too; and yot it seems to me you'd do aoyUuog in your power 
to til row me over,—only you can’t.” 

” Wliat on ass you are,** said the “jus t .jpul 

listen to Tuc. ’Im scraggy young woman, Charlie Fairstim, is to be 
there of course.” 

" Uow Jo you know ? ” 

‘'1 tell you that I do know. Biit was present when the whole thing 
was arnuigod, and X.bcard ^ oskod, and baud her say that she would 
f ^me;—and for tlie matter tf that I heard h^ declare that she wouldn’t 
set her cap at you, because you’ie a faimor.** 

” Upon my word she’s ki^ Upon my word she b,” said Cheesaere 
getting very angry and very rea. ‘^uharilc Faintaui, indeed I t 
wouldn't pick her out of a gutter with a pair of Umgi. Skt ain’t good 
ouough for my baililfi let alone me.*’ 
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*^fiat Bomebodr must take W in haul oa Ss^urdaT, If you're to do 
any tbe crafty BelitieU. 

Wlmt the deuoe does she liavc that nasty oroature there for P ” said 
Che€saore» who thought it Tcry hard that cfcrythiag should not bo 
trrau^ exactly as he would desire. 

She wants a compauion^ of course. You* can got rid of Charlici you 
know^ when you make her Mrs. Cbecoaore/* 

Get rid of her! You don’t suppose she'll ever nut her foot iu this 
housef not if 1 know it. Fto detested that woman for tbe last ton years/' 
Choeaacre could forgive no word of slight resi^ctiog liia social poaUioii, 
and the idea of Miss Fairstairs having pretendsd to lock down upon 
him» gaUod liim to the quick. 

** You'll hafe to dine with her at any rate/' said Bclllleld, '*and 
I always think that four are belter comptyiy Uuin three on sucli 
ocoasiema/' 

Mr. Cheesaore granted an unwiUiog assentp and after this it was 
looked u^n ss an arranged thing that they two should go into Nonvioii 
en the wurd^ togethnr, and thid they should both dine whh the 
widow. Indeed! Mrs. Greenow got two uotes^ one from ouch of thciUp 
accepting the inritatioiL Cbeesoere wrote m the sioguior number, 
altogether ignoring Captain Bellfield. as ho might have ignored his foot¬ 
man had he intooed to take one. Tbe Captain condescended to use 
tbe ploral proadnm We ahall be so hiqmy to come/’ said he. i^ear 
old Cheo^ is out of hia little wits with aelightp" he added.'' and hos 
alrcadj^g^ to pdfsh off the cffecte of the Tim-yard.” 

'^SScots of Iho lann-yard/’ said Mrs. Greenow. aloua/m Jeannette’s 
bearing, when she reoetTed tbe note. It would bo well for Captain 
Beildeld if he had a few soih effects himself.” 

** Yon oon give hhn enough. Ma’am.” said Jeannette. ” to make him a 
better man than Mr. Oheesacre any day. And fur a gentleman —; 
of oomne I say nothing, but if I was a lady, 1 know which should be 
the num for me." 




COAFTKE XL. 

tfusKow'ft Lnaaui Batrak oi isb oon. 

Iraa^tt^evilMor bnl 11^'Uiai 
avi» *0^1^ Mid hr CtMBuere to hia nral ta to bu 
**'yo«'U tdtBthe eart iaf" Optiun BelUeld 
-X don’t bov X abiOl do as jet” 
of tha bo^, of tU dog-oart, and, as be fondl, 
Uoa. Kd fieltteld knew that Cfaeesam mtttt 
eemtasted. Hn fnond ironld leave him behind, if 
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it vcro poisiblC} but Bcllllcid would take care Uiat it ebould not he 
possible. 

Bclbre breakfuat Mr. Cboosacro eurroptitioual; eurrlod out into ilie 
vurd a bu(^ coutaiiuiig all bis apiuirutus for drcssiug»*-*lii 8 marrow oil for 
uij Iiuifi bis gliirt witu the wondrous worked front upon an uador^tr^uiK 
of pink to give it colour, his shin; boots and all the rest of tlie par» 
pkernalia. Wlicn dining in Norwieh on ordinarj oecasioaa, be simj)!; 
wttslud his bauds Ihoro, trusting to the ohamberznaid at the inn to und 
liim A comb^ oud uow bo came down with bis bag aurreptitioofllj, and 
bid it away m tlio bock of the dog«oart with seerot, h\kt sJas, not uuob* 
served Imnds, hoping that B^Oold would forget bis toilet. But 
wKeu did aucb n Cupt^ ever forget bis outward manP Obeesuorc, as 
be returned through the kitelicuTrom the yard into the trout liall, per* 
ceived another bag lying pear the door, apparently ilUpd almost as well 
as bis own. 

** Wlmt Lbo deuce are you going to do with all this luggage t said 
bo, giving the bag a kick. 

rut Tt where I saw you putting yours when 1 opened my window 
)ust 7 tow/' said BoUdold. 

tt window,eicluimcd Cbeeiaere, and then they sat dowa 

to breakfast ^*Uow you do back tliat bam abouV^ be said. 
you ever found bams yourself you'd be moie partkwlar in oultiug 
them/^ This was very bad. Even BeUfleld ooiud not bear it with 
equaiiiiiiity, and fcoliiig unable to eat the bam under suob eiroum* 
statices, made Jtis breaabst with a couple of fmk you 

didn't mean to cat the meat, why the misobiof did you cot it F saul 
Cboesaoro. 

"'Upon mrword, Cbceaacre, you're tooabad;-*ttponmy wordyou 
are,’’ said Bellfiold, almost sobbing. 

" Wbai’s the matter now F ” aaid the other. 

” Who wants your bain ? ** 

You do, 1 supposo, or you wouldn’t cut it.** 

No, I don’t ;-><nor anythin olac either that you’ve got. It isn’t fair 
to ask a fellow into your Itfaso, and then say suob tbii^ to him as- 
tliat. And it isn’t what I’ve taen accustomed to ettb^; 1 can tell you 
that, Mr. Ohccsacre.” 

Oh, bother I ” __ 

It’s all very wdl to say bother, but * 
gentleman wherever 1 go. You and I have known eaeb ^9 is to be 
time, and Td put up with more from you than fnoL a( ! 

but-]i 

** Can you wy mo the money that you owe me, BeHfl^ thing 
Gbeesaore, lookinghbard at him. ) ebe would 

• No, 1 can’t,” said BellfiMd; ’’lud immediately.” ^e wouldn’t 

^ Then eat your breakfast, bold your tougwe.” 

After that Captain fieUdsln did eat w bnmkiast—loav^ Cheesacr^ 
however untouobed, and did bold his tongue, vowing reig indeed! I 
heart. But the two men went into Norwich more ambe ain’t good 
than th^ would have doa^ bad there been no worda^ 
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Chmam felt; that Iio had treapwed a litil^ aad Uicirforo of* 
fcred ibo Ct^ioin a cigar as he seated himself in tUo cart. BelU 
fitild aooftpiod lha offering, aad smoked the wood of peaoc. 

** New, said Checaocrc, as he drove iuto the Svuu jurd, ** what do 
yon maaa to do with joursdf all davP 

I ihaU go down to the quarters," atui look the fcUows up/' 

All rig^ But mind tliis, Bdlficld ou understood tluiig, 
that Tou’re not to iu the Close before four 't 

** I won’t be iu the Close before four ! 

V017 well, 'nuit’e understood. If jc\i deceive uio, TU not drive 
jou back to UUeTmead to-nigbt.” 

In lliis instaaoe Captain Bellfield hod no iutcntlnn to deceive. 
Ilo did not Uilnk U probable that he coohi do himself iuiy g(M)d 
by philftadeiing about tlie widow early iu the day. i 5 )io would be 
eungod with her dinuer and with an early* toilet. Caniain Bell* 
heul, moreover, had learned from cxpcrkuco that the uret coiner 
hoe not dways on advantage in ladi^’ society. Tile mind of a 
woman U gt^y o^r novelty, aud it is u^wu the sirangur, or 
upcm the most strange of iier slaves around her, tlmt aim ofteu 
smiles the sweetsat. This * oathednd clock, therelbre, had struck 
four before fiaptsin BsUlleid rung Mrs. Oresuow’s bell, and then, 
when ha was shown into the aiawisg-room, ho found Ciiensacrv 
there alone, jodofent i^b the marrow oil, and beautiful with tlm 
p*sk boaom«* 

_jaalmpat in a whisner. 

ChasMora, iulkily, 

Nor yot Cluu^ FaastduraV 

** I’ve seen nobody,” said^hceMere. 

But at this momsut be was eompeUed to swallow Ids anger, as Mrs. 
Creonow, oocompaaied by her lady guost, oame into the room. ” Who* 
ever would have expected two geidiemen lo be so punctual,*’ Mtl chci 
” cajmcMy on market-day I ** 

” alArkehdav makei'iu) diffsrence wben I oomo to aeo you,” said 
Gbeesacre, puttii^ his bast foot fiHward, ttiilo Captain BcUficld oou- 
touted bineslf with eayiag oonmtliiMg ei^lo Charlm. Ho would bido 
his tuna and rido a wailing iBO& 

The widow was ^moat nigeona in her weeds. I believe that 
she hadiiot aizined • ^ .r jl-..- which 
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were tlie tndllng weepers, snd ihe widow’s kerohief pianod close rouad 
kcr neck aud somewhat tJgbU; oter her bosom. Bui there wu of 
genius about Mrs. Greeoow, that she had turned efeij seeming di^ 
advantage to some Hpecial proGi, aud hod so dressi^ ^rself that tnou^i 
she had ob^ed tlio law to the letter, slie bad thrown th 6 spirit of it to 
the winds. Her cap sat jauntilj ou her hend, aud showed just so tnu^ 
of her rich b^wn hair as to ffive her the i^pearanes of youth 
whicli she desired. Cheesaore uad blamed her in his heart (or her 

f rtvalc carriage, but sue speut more moner^ 1 think, on new crape 
liou she did cu her brougham. It never omme browji and rustr 
with her, or funned itseu into old lumpy fol^ or shaped itseu 
rouud her like a grave cloth. The written law iM not intuniiotod 
crinuliuc, and she loomed as large with weeds, which with her 
were not sombre, aa would do with her ailka when the period 

of her probation should be over. Her weepers were bright with 
ncwucss, and she would waft them aside from her ahoulder with 
an air which turned even them into tuxiliariet. Her kerohief was 
fastened close rouud her neck and dose over her bosom; but 
Jeanuoite well knew what she was doing as she Gutened it—and 
so did Jeaunotie's mistress. 

Mrs. Qreeuow would siiU talk much about her husband, declaring 
that lier loss was as fresh to her wounded heart, os though he. on 
whom all her happiness had rested, had left her only yesterday; 
but yet she mistook her dates, froqucntly xnbmng to the nvian- 
chdv ciroumstance as having taken place £fteeo luonUis a0i. Iir 
truth, however, Mr. Greouow bad b^ alive within tbe lalt nine 
mouths—as evenbody around her knew. But if she ohose to for* 
St the cxaot day, why should her friends or dependants remind 


TOt tno cxaot oay, wny inouia aer triea^ or oepci 
her of it? THo friend or dependant md remina her of it, and 
Cliarlio I'airsUirs spoke of the fifteen months with bold ooufidei 
—fidM^tongued little paroato that abe waa« ruMurm. h 
Looki^ well,'’ said the widow, in answer 
oompUmoni from Mr. Cheesacre. *^Yos, I'm wall 
and 1 suptKM I ought tri^ be tbank&I that it is 
bad buried a wife whom you bad loved within 
months, you would have become as indifferent as 
Vind of Udttg.” 










